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About GTF 

The Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is the only inter-governmental international body 
established with members from willing countries to embark on a global campaign to 
protect the Tiger. 

Utilizing co-operative policies, common approaches, technical expertise, scientific 
modules and other appropriate programmes and controls the GTF is focused on saving 
the remaining 5 sub-species of Tigers distributed over 13 Tiger Range countries of the 
world. 

The GTF was formed in 1993 on recommendations from an international symposium 
on Tiger Conservation at New Delhi, India. The first meeting of the Tiger Range 
countries to setup the forum was held in 1994, in which India was elected to the Chair 
and was asked to form an interim secretariat. In 1997, the GTF became an 
independent organization. Bangladesh was Chair twice followed by Nepal. India was 
elected as Chair in March 2011, replaced by Bhutan in 2014. 

GTF Newsletter 

GTF Newsletter is an outreach publication. The newsletter compiles information from 
tiger range countries on tiger conservation, including its challenges policy measures 
and ongoing conservation initiatives. 
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GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 

Contact us: 
Global Tiger Forum Secretariat, Arihantam, House No.200, Jor Bagh Road, Third 

Floor (Near Jor Bagh Metro Station) New Delhi - 110003, India. 
Tel:  +91-11- 43586287; Email:  admin@globaltigerforum.org;  

Website: http://www.globaltigerforum.org 
 

Follow us on:  
www.twitter.com/Unitedfortigers 

www.facebook.com/Globaltigerforum  
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DONATION TO GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 
 

Donation to Global Tiger Forum may be made through direct account transfer at 
following account   

 
Account Name: Global Tiger Forum 

Name of the bank: Bank of Maharashtra, Account No.: 020072263547 
IFSC Code: MAHB0001160, Swift Code: MAHBINBBCPN, BSR Code: 0231215 Bank 

Address: 01160 New Delhi U.P.S.C., Shajahan Road, U.P.S.C. Delhi, Dholpur 
House, New Delhi-110011, India. 

Or 
 

through Cheque or Demand Draft in favour of “Global Tiger Forum” Payable at 
New Delhi. 
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Dr. Rajesh Gopal 

NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
 

his was an eventful year for the GTF. There were 
more collaborations for engagements to benefit 
the wild tiger, with tiger range countries actively 

participating along with their collaborators.  

The GTF could steer the GTRP agenda at three levels in 
several TRCs, viz. field, national and transnational, 
which are imperative for the wild tiger.  

The GTF mission was overwhelmed by the enthusiasm 
and focus in Malaysia for strengthening the Malayan 
tiger conservation. The consultation on the Malaysian Tiger Action Plan, and priority 
sites was very fruitful, leading to a subsequent transboundary meet between Malaysia 
and Thailand. This is a milestone for both TRCs, as they work together for firming up 
an instrument of engagement to benefit the Belum-Hala Bala-Bang Lang landscape. 
Dr. Sivananthan Elagupillay, former Senior Director, Department of Wildlife and National 
sparks (DWNP), Malaysia, and the GTF representative did commendable facilitation in 
the said context. The Malaysian field officers could get a first-hand impression of 
active tiger management in the Kanha Tiger Reserve. It is noteworthy that Malaysia is 
working hard to improve its tiger governance based on good practices. 

Two other transboundary consultations happened during the year with the GTF 
facilitation, viz. Indo-Bangladesh meet on addressing illegal wildlife trade and 
trafficking and India-Nepal consultation on transnational tiger assessment. The 
participating TRCs benefitted from each other. The Nepal meet was also marked by 
the signing of MoU between GTF and SAWEN, with the action portfolio of the forum 
getting more strengthened.  

The GTF mission to Thailand was useful for articulating on field normatives for 
strengthening tiger protection. Looking at the encouraging response from senior 
officials was heartening, and the Forum could manage to support and facilitate an 
official delegation of field persons to Central India for protection, prey revival and 
tiger translocation.  

The GTF could complete the situation analysis of the status of tiger habitats in high 
altitude ecosystems of Bhutan, India and Nepal. The Forum wishes to gratefully place 
on record, its appreciation for the KfW and the IUCN, who supported this work. 
Besides, the help rendered by officials of the three countries, and field implementing 
partners (WWF, NTNC and Global Tiger Centre-Bhutan) was invaluable. Tigers are 
present in high altitude. However, more study is needed for a futuristic roadmap 
based on community stewardship.  

The GTF was actively involved with the State of Uttar Pradesh in India on the tiger 
agenda. As many as five tiger districts are involved, including the Pilibhit, well known 

T
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for its sugarcane tigers. There are several actions and the most noteworthy, being the 
strengthening of community stewardship to address the human-tiger interface. For 
the first time, local youths were deployed to provide the stewardship on payment 
basis, with due capacity building. The frontline staff was also sensitized. The strategy 
has been incorporated in the Tiger Conservation Plan with the process ongoing for a 
master plan of the larger landscape.  Such efforts are required for the remaining 4 
districts as well.  

The 3rd Stocktaking Conference for GTRP review happened during the year at New 
Delhi in January 2019. For the first time, the GTF team analysed updates from TRCs for 
modelling the future tiger scenario. By and large, the tiger situation appears to be 
satisfactory in South Asia and Russia, while it is very grim in TRCs of South East Asia.  

The Forum was also pre-occupied with several ongoing initiatives along with its 
collaborators, viz. implementation of CA|TS and standardizing the ranger training 
curriculum. The CA|TS has been well received in the field, and factors concerns of 
tiger and its prey within and beyond tiger source areas. The standardization exercise 
for range curriculum will add more to the core competency and its delivery.  

The Forum is delighted to welcome the Amur Tiger Center as its member and looks 
forward to a great collaboration with Russia for strengthening the tiger cause through 
exchange of good field practices, knowledge sharing for active management to 
strengthen tiger related research. 

More efforts are required – national and international for saving the wild tiger. The 
Forum is confident of moving towards the TX2 goal since the passion in TRCs is 
reassuring. 

 
Dr RAJESH GOPAL 
Secretary General 
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FROM THE GTF 

1. 3rd Stocktaking Conference on Tiger 
Conservation 

 

The Global Tiger Forum organized the 
3rd Stocktaking Conference on 28 – 29 
January, in collaboration with Global 
Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC), National 
Tiger Conservation Authority 
(Government of India), Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (WCT), Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI), and WWF. This is 
the latest collective step in the process 
that began at the 2010 St Petersburg 
Tiger Summit – where 13 tiger-range 
governments committed to Tx2 – an 
ambitious goal to double the global 
wild tiger population by 2022. 

The conference was inaugurated by the 
Union Minister for Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan. “Conservation of tigers is a 
duty which has to be meticulously 

pursued and more innovative ways 
need to be devised so that we can 
better the targets adopted by tiger 
range countries in 2010 at St. 
Petersburg, Russia”, said Dr Vardhan. 

“We must take concerted action to 
revive tiger populations globally, and 
this can only happen with long-term 
investment and the utmost 
commitment of government leaders, 
especially from Southeast Asia where 
there is a risk of losing wild tigers 
altogether,” said Mr. Rajesh Gopal, 
Secretary General, Global Tiger Forum. 

Over one-third of tiger conservation 
sites across Asia are severely at risk of 
losing their wild tigers – the majority of 
which are in Southeast Asia. Many of 
these areas lack basic plans for 
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effective management, with over 60 
per cent of the sites facing several 
limitations in anti-poaching, according 
to a first-ever global survey of tiger 
sites.  

Governments reported on the current 
status of national tiger recovery 
efforts, highlighting challenges and 
sharing best practices. Increasing 
challenges with poaching, lack of 
capacity, and habitat loss were 
highlighted as key barriers to tiger 
recovery among Southeast Asian 
governments 

The two days conference included 
country updates on the key 
performance indicators, KPIs of their 
National Tiger Recovery Programs 
(NTRP), and the technical 
presentations on themes such as 
protection, habitat/ prey/ tiger 
recovery, management of human 
wildlife interface issues, smart green 
infrastructure, habitat and field 
management, conservation finance 
and partnerships. Apart from this, 
there were also four Side Events, 
including the reviewing of the Sub 
continental level Tiger estimation for 
India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal, 
maximizing synergies of partnerships 
for tiger conservation, combating 
wildlife trafficking issues and finally a 
discussion on the contours of strategy 
for convention (CITES). 

The Global Tiger Forum team 
presented the GTRP review in the form 
of a “GTRP Score”. The study paper has 
been provided below for reference:  

“GTRP score”: A tool for Strategic 
Approach for tiger conservation 
planning in Tiger Range Countries 

(Authors- Ridhima Solanki, Hrishita Negi, Arun 
Kumar, Mohnish Kapoor and Rajesh Gopal) 

ABSTRACT 

The Global Tiger Forum, as the only 
intergovernmental, international 
organization for tiger is mandated to 
implement and monitor the Global 
Tiger Recovery Programme (GTRP).  
The said programme was launched 
under the aegis of the Global Tiger 
Initiative of the World Bank, with 
commitment from Tiger Range 
Countries for its implementation in 
2010 at the St. Petersburg Summit, vis-
à-vis the goal for doubling wild tiger 
numbers (Tx2) by 2022.   The GTRP is a 
composite portfolio of actions at 
several levels viz. tiger source area, 
national and transnational, for 
strengthening and fostering wild tigers 
across its natural range in sovereign 
Tiger Range Countries.  The status of 
wild tiger continues to remain 
endangered globally, with its 
population reaching sub-optimal levels 
in several areas.  The Key Performance 
Indicators (KPI) of the GTRP have been 
scored, while qualitatively factoring the 
outcome from the score in the 
Population Habitat Viability Analysis 
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(PHVA) for generating futuristic 
scenarios towards highlighting the 
extant vulnerability of tiger 
populations, along with broad 
suggestions for a future roadmap 
towards tiger recovery.   

Introduction 

The Tiger evolution in Asia goes back to 
the Pleistocene geological timescale 

(Brongersma, 1937, Mazák,2006) 
[around 1.8 million to 11,000 years 
ago], and gradually had a widespread 
distribution in the said continent, 
ranging from Caspian area to central 
China, Russia, and countries of 
Southern as well as South East Asia 
(Mazak, 1981). However, the present-
day distribution is restricted to only 13 
range countries, viz. Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Russian Federation, 
Thailand, and Vietnam (Luo et al 2004). 
The global population of wild tiger is 
around 3890 (GTF and WWF 2016).  

The wild tiger status continues to 
remain endangered  across its range 
owing to several causatives (Goodrich  
et al 2015, Nowell et al 1996, 

Dinerstein et al 1997), which are 
overarching to all TRCs, viz. poaching 
for consumptive use of body parts and 
derivatives, loss of prey owing to 
habitat fragmentation, low density of 
prey base and tiger owing to 
anthropogenic causes, restricted tiger 
movement across its landscape owing 
to loss of corridor linkages, targeted 
killing owing to sensitive human tiger 

Fig 1: Global Tiger Status (GTF and WWF 2016) 
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interface, mortality on account of 
surface/rail transport, lack of desired 
field actions owing to paucity of 
resources (funding and frontline) and 
priority for development, while viewing 
tiger as a drag on such initiatives.  

The TRCs do have their sovereign tiger 
agenda with country level action plan. 
Over the years, collaboration with 
conservation partners is discernible in 
several TRCs on the tiger front. The 
Global Tiger Forum (GTF), as the only 
inter-governmental body of TRCs, since 
its formation in early 90s has been 
engaging with TRCs for handholding on 
several fronts, with more focus on 
capacity building. The said forum has 
also subsequently initiated the 
compilation of Tiger Action Plans of 
individual range countries.  

The Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) was 
launched by the World Bank during 
2008. The convening power and the 
presence of the bank facilitated the 
evolution of a Global Tiger Recovery 
Program (GTRP), which was endorsed 
by all TRCs in the St. Petersburg 
Summit during 2010, with a goal to 
double the wild tiger population (T X 2) 
by 2022. This has been subsequently 
ratified in several conclaves, including a 
ministerial meeting held in New Delhi 
in April 2016.  With the phasing out of 
the GTI by the World Bank, and the 
subsequent creation of the Global Tiger 
Initiative Council (GTIC) in 2015, the 
GTF has been mandated as the 

implementing arm for the tiger agenda 
in the new dispensation. Thus, the GTF 
has been monitoring the GTRP 
performance by TRCs through several 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). 

The GTRP is a composite portfolio 
involving actions at three levels, viz. 
field formations, national and 
international. A good GTRP 
performance results in more assured 
status for the wild tiger. The GTF 
missions have visited many TRCs in the 
South and South-East Asian region, 
which includes field visits and 
interaction with senior officials. Based 
on the same, it can be broadly stated 
that the global status of wild tiger 
categorized as optimal and suboptimal, 
the latter including most of TRCs from 
South-East Asia, including China. In the 
recent past, tigers are locally extinct in 
large portions of Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Vietnam and China; the density status 
is very low in Myanmar along with 
paucity of wild prey (Lynam, 2010). 
Thailand and Indonesia have a 
comparatively better tiger status, 
followed by Malaysia. Hence, the need 
was felt for scoring the GTRP 
performance while factoring the same 
in the PHVA of select sites in several 
countries of the South-East Asian 
region for flagging the urgency towards 
immediate actions. Three scenario 
simulations have been attempted in 
the PHVA process: an optimal situation 
with satisfactory implementation of 
GTRP, along with two suboptimal 
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situations of low GTRP performance 
and varied values of initial population 

and habitat carrying capacity.

 

Table 1: The GTRP matrix for scoring 

S No. KPI Criteria  Normative Standards  

1 Enabling Law  Dedicated legislation  

2 Enabling Policy for National 
Funding  

Committed sovereign allocation and 
budgetary provision 

3 Policy on Donor Support  Dedicated externally aided project for 
tiger/protection  

4 National Resolution/Policy 
on Corridor/SGI 

Identification of corridors and resolution on 
SGI 

5 Resolution on inclusive 
agenda for people  

Commitment for PES, livelihood options 

6 Frontline staff Staff deployment per unit area/and salary 
support  

7 Action Plan  Approved National Action Plan  

8 Tiger Monitoring  Use of modern protocol (camera traps and 
GIS based inference) 

9 Tiger Management Plan Exclusive tiger plan for the site in tune with 
action plan  

10 Use of technology  Support for technological inputs 

11 Smart Patrol and Monitoring  SOP and Protocols in place  

12 Protection Infrastructure  Range Stations/ barriers/ communication 
network etc.  

13 Antipoaching/tiger/other 
wildlife body parts trafficking 
prevention 

Effective surveillance, intelligence-based 
enforcement, high prosecution and 
conviction rates 
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14 In-situ prey/ predator build-
up and securing inviolate 
space  

Protocols and field action ongoing  

15 Human-Wildlife Interface  SOP and Compensation regime defined  

16 Assessment (MEE/CA|TS) Protocols and directives in place  

17 Transnational Actions Ongoing bilateral engagement  

GTRP scoring and PHVA computation  

The GTRP status of 13 TRCs, based on a 
combination of management scenarios, 
ecological status and poaching has not 
been compiled earlier. In addition to 
overarching constraints which are 
common to TRCs, there are country, as 
well as site specific issues warranting a 
“differentiated” approach. The GTRP 
score for each indicator was done by the 
same team on a 0 to 1 scale, vis-à-vis 
normatives, based on updated 
information contained in Tiger Action 
Plans of individual TRCs and KPI of the 
GTRP, as provided to the GTF. In the 
context, information from China and 
Indonesia, was obtained from respective 
action plans, and earlier updates provided 
in the ministerial meeting (2016). Related 
information was also from literature 
review, poaching data and reports of 
Conservation Assured Tiger Standards 
(CA|TS).  

Various ethological aspects of tiger and 
decimating factors (poaching, habitat 
degradation and the like) have been 
documented in the context of some TRCs 

(TRAFFIC 2016, EIA 2018, Duckworth1998, 
WWF 2017). An attempt has been done to 
incorporate such information into the 
PHVA process for long-term tiger 
sustainability in the region. The key 
priority sites of the TRCs were considered 
to compute the habitat carrying capacity 
for tiger, vis-à-vis the latest population 
figures (considered as founders for PHVA) 
(Simcharoen et al, 2007,2014, Kawanishi 
& Sunquist 2004, Lenkie 2005, Sukmasua 
et al 2001).  The area of key priority sites 
in the region range from 2000 to 14000 sq 
km, viz. Kerinci Seblat: 13,791 sq km 
(Indonesia); HKK: 2,780 sq km (Thailand); 
Taman Negara: 4,343 sq km (Malaysia); 
Htamanthi: 2,150 sq km, and Hukaung 
Valley; 11,519 sq km (Myanmar). The 
computed carrying capacity ranged from 
60 to 420 tigers, vis-à-vis initial 
populations ranging from 8 to 136 (Lenkie 
2005, Simcharoen et al 2007). Large 
patches were not considered for 
computation for want of active corridor 
management along linkages between 
source sites within a landscape. (ex: 
Hukaung Valley - Htamanthi).   
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The 17 GTRP KPI foster in-situ protection 
resulting in conservation of the 
endangered tiger in source areas across 
its natural range. The global experience 
indicates that tiger responds quickly to 
protection [Project Tiger in India] (Jhala et 
al 2014, WWF 2017). In the context of 
tiger, “protection” has an umbrella 
connotation since a tiger population in its 
source area requires protection from 
several decimating factors: poaching, loss 
of habitat, paucity of prey base, poor 
habitat quality, rampant fire, forest 
resource dependency of people, interface 
problems and revenge killings.  

Poaching is a serious threat for tiger 
conservation (Galster & Vand Elliot 1999, 
Check 2006, Jhala et al 2008, 
Wikramanayake et al 2011) and has been 
investigated for incorporating policy 
actions (Kenny et al 1999). Law 
enforcement, frontline training and 
capacity building, national enabling 
policies and transnational actions are 
important for long-term survival of tiger 
population. However, in a large number of 

researches, often the focus has been on 
habitat restoration, corridor connectivity 
and maintenance of prey density 
(Miquelle et al 2005), vis-à-vis tiger 
resilience and low rate of extinction. It is 
observed that in the event of paucity of 
tiger population data, selective harvesting 
(poaching/targeted killing) of tiger 
population, conflict and mortality of 
dispersing tiger in a fragmented habitat, 
negative effect due to cultural 
dependency on forest and ethical unrest 
are not given enough weightage to plan 
conservation policies. In such scenarios, 
often the data is substituted and quoted 
from another study site and conservation 
policies are brought into effect after 
generalization.  

Anti-poaching was one of the indicators 
for assessing the TRCs based on their 
acquired GTRP Score. For obtaining tiger 
numbers, individualistic body parts from 
seizures were considered, viz.: full 
skeleton, skin, carcass, taxidermy mount, 
skull and live animal akin to procedure 
followed in TRAFFIC as indicated below:  

 

Table 2: Tiger poaching across South East Asian TRC. 

 

 (source: TRAFFIC's 2016 Report- Reduced to Skin and Bones, re-examined) 

YEARS THAILAND MALAYSIA INDONESIA MYANMAR   LAOS VIETNAM CAMBODIA

1 10 12 4 1 3 5 7

2 6 7 26 1 5 18 1

3 50 26 10 1 3 7

4 2 1 9 17 6

5 12 1 34 11 3

AVERAGE 16 9.4 16.6 1 7.8 7.8 4
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In view of local extinctions of Tiger in 
the South-East region, the survival 
probability assumes importance, vis-à-
vis the GTRP score. Hence, priority sites 
of some TRCs within the region were 
considered for PHVA (Vortex 10 
[Version 10.8.2.0] (Lacy et al 2017), 
which evaluates the likelihood of 
species persistence for a given period 
into the future. The simulation was 
done with inputs from well-known 
findings on tiger ecology, mating, 
reproduction, mortality, immigration 
and harvesting. The PHVA process 
projects the survival chances over a 
period of 100 years by describing the 
years to extinction. Based on empirical 
data, it has been found that a viable 
population of tiger 20 breeding 
tigresses requires an inviolate space of 
800-1000 sq. km, with a buffer of 1000-
3000 sq. km. Given the land tenure 
dynamics, source-sink interactions, 
internecine attributes and sex-ratio of 

tiger, the above dispensation would 
result in a tiger population of 85-90 
individuals within an area of 3000 sq. 
km (Guidelines of Tiger Conservation 
Plan, NTCA, 2006). Keeping in mind the 
PHVA process (Vortex analysis), three 
scenarios have been depicted in the 
context of GTRP, viz. scenario 1 
presenting an optimal situation, 
scenario 2 and 3 depicting suboptimal 
situations with different values of 
initial populations and habitat carrying 
capacity for the tiger. The instant 
approach of factoring GTRP scores in a 
PHVA has been done for the first time 
for stepping up managerial efforts on a 
priority basis.  

The life history data used for Vortex 
modelling was based on published 
literature (Mazak 1981, Sunquist & 
Sunquist 2002, Gopal 1992) as 
provided in table 2.  The natural 
disasters have not been taken into 
account in the PHVA process.  

Table 3: Inputs for PHVA (Vortex 10 [Version 10.8.2.0] 

Vortex parameters Classical GTRP approach 

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 
3 

Age of first offspring female breeding 3 3 3 

Age of first offspring male breeding 4 4 4 

Maximum life span 15 15 15 

Maximum number of brood/years 1 1 1 

Maximum number of progeny/broods 3 3 3 
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Sex ratio at birth-in %males 50 50 50 

Maximum age of male and female 
reproduction 

15 15 15 

% Adult female breeding 50* 40 50 

%Male in breeding pool 50 60 50 

%Mortality from age 0-1 50 50 50 

%Mortality from age 1-2 30 30 30 

%Mortality from age 2-3 5* 20 20 

%Mortality after age 3 5* 20 20 

First year of harvest 1 1 1 

Last year of Harvest 100 100 100 

Interval between harvest (poaching/ targeted 
killing) 

5 1 1 

Number of females harvest after age 3 1 2 1 

Number of males harvest after age 3 1 1 1 

Supplementation of individual (number)  2 1 - 

Supplementation year interval 5 5 - 

 

For scenario 1, the habitat carrying 
capacity computation for tiger was 
based on an average from highly 
productive tiger source areas in India 
(large number of births and deaths, 
with the former exceeding the latter) 
like Kanha (area 2051 sq km), Tadoba 
(area 1728 sq km) and Corbett (area 
1288 sq km). As stated earlier, based 
on empirical data, it has been found 
that a viable population of tiger 20 
breeding tigresses requires an inviolate 
space of 800-1000 sq km, with a buffer 
of 1000-3000 sq km. Given the land 
tenure dynamics, source-sink 
interactions, internecine attributes and 
sex-ratio of tiger, the above 

dispensation would result in a tiger 
population of 85-90 individuals within 
an area of 3000 sq km (Guidelines of 
Tiger Conservation Plan, NTCA, 2006). 
Based on the same, the average 
carrying capacity for tiger, vis-à-vis 
area works out to 30, which has been 
considered as the initial population.  

For Scenarios 2 and 3, which represent 
suboptimal conditions in the context 
of tiger status and GTRP 
implementation: Initial population of 
136 (carrying capacity 420) and 8 
(carrying capacity 60) were used in the 
PHVA process. In all, two key protected 
areas (Scenario 2 – Hua Kha Khaeng 
WLS, Thailand; Scenario 3 – Htamanthi 
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WLS, Myanmar). from the South East 
Asian region were taken into 
consideration. In some sites within 
Malaysia, camera trapping has 
revealed an abnormal sex ratio (more 
of males and few females), which may 
result in local extinction. Perhaps, the 
pronounced site fidelity of females 
makes it more vulnerable for targeted 
killings.  

Results:  

The GTRP score presented two 
categories of TRCs, viz. Category 1: 
optimal (GTRP score >=0.6), and 
Category 2: sub-optimal (GTRP score 
<0.60). 

Category 1 includes TRCs, which more 
or less, have an optimal wild tiger 
status with a long-standing track 
record of in-situ conservation, 
including monitoring and country level 
estimations (Russia, India, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Bangladesh).  The said countries 
also have source area specific tiger 
conservation plans, forming part of a 
national thought process, including 
macro-level mapping of habitat 

connectivity (corridor). Apart from 
such initiatives, transnational 
engagements with bordering TRCs are 
also ongoing for strengthening tiger 
monitoring.  

Category 2 includes TRCs, with sub-
optimal tiger status. However, several 
source areas in such countries have 
immense potential for harbouring 
viable tiger populations. Though 
corridor mapping and a landscape 
vision with initiatives for green 
infrastructure have been initiated in a 
few countries (with partial gene 
porosity at places) within the region, 
there is an urgent need for reviving 
several source areas with active 
management for protection and prey 
base build-up.  

It is pertinent to add that countries 
falling within this category have not 
carried out a nation-wide assessment 
of tiger, co-predators and prey. Issues 
like paucity of sovereign funding, 
frontline staff and protection 
infrastructure have slowed down the 
GTRP implementation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Scenario 1 Vortex result: The probability of extinction is nil for optimal TRCs as 
connectivity allows a minimum of 2 individual immigration at every 5-year interval, 
harvesting (poaching/targeted killing) of 2 individuals at every 5-year interval, no 
skewed sex ratio, population below carrying capacity. 
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Fig 3: Vortex scenario 1 simulation 

 

Fig 2: Vortex scenario 1 output graph 
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Scenario 2 Vortex result: Large forests with high initial tiger population. The 
probability of extinction is high (extinction in 26 years) for sub-optimal TRCs as 
partly functional connectivity was taken into consideration hence supplementation 
of 1 adult male (after 4 year of age) individual at 5-year interval. Harvesting 
(poaching/targeted killing) of 3 individuals (2 females and 1 male after age 3) at 
every 1-year interval, skewed sex ratio resulted in less breeding females in the 
population, and high mortality of dispersing tigers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4: Vortex scenario 2 output graph 

 

Fig 5: Vortex scenario 2 simulation 
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Discussion and Way Forward  

The composite portfolio of GTRP 
involves action at several levels to 
strengthen the in-situ conservation of 
wild tiger populations across TRCs. For 
the first time, Key Performance 
Indicators of the GTRP have been 
scored and factored into the PHVA 
process of select priority sites. This 
becomes crucial at this juncture to 
garner the desired support towards 
resources and containing trafficking of 
body parts and derivatives of tiger. 

The tiger source areas across TRCs 
falling in both categories are in varied 
status in the context of habitat quality, 
prey base and tiger density. A site 
which is depauperate even at the 
habitat level would warrant more time, 
effort and resources for tiger recovery. 
On the contrary, areas with only low 
tiger density for want of protection or 
prey revival may require less effort. 
Since, such conditions are resultant of 
a combination of factors ranging from 
transnational, national and site levels, 

 

Fig 6: Vortex scenario 3 output graph 

Scenario 3 Vortex result: Large forests with low initial tiger population. The 
probability of extinction is very high (extinction in 15 years) for sub-optimal TRCs as 
no connectivity was taken into consideration hence no supplementation. 
Harvesting of 2 individuals (1 female,1 male after age 3) at every 1-year interval, no 
skewed sex ratio (50% breeding female in the population), and high mortality of 
dispersing tigers. 
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a differentiated approach is much 
needed for concerted time bound tiger 
revival. However, tiger conservation 
efforts with landscape approach and 
prey recovery would not be enough for 
tiger survival if the mortality exceeds 
15% of the adult female population 
(Chapron et al 2008), which reiterates 
the need for security planning and 
protection. 

Containing trafficking of body parts and 
derivatives of big cats, including the 
tiger, is an over-arching threat for all 
TRCs. Though much conversation and 
local actions have happened on this 
front, more are required. The demand 
in the said context need to be 
eliminated, as local extinctions of an 
ecological umbrella species like the 
tiger would usher in dismantling of 
ecosystem service processes and 
carbon sequestration in tiger bearing 
forests.  

Tiger agenda is fortunate to have 
considerable commitment of TRCs and 
hence, the situation is not 
unsurmountable. The TRCs are aware 
of the GTRP portfolio and need to 
garner resources for implementing 
their priority actions as responded by 
them in the KPI review. The broad 
roadmap for strengthening wild tigers 
would involve actions at three levels, 
viz. tiger site, national and 
transnational. The urgent site actions 
for large habitats with very low prey 
density needs to include smaller focal 

areas in the form of “micro-cores”, 
facilitating concerted field actions 
related to protection infrastructure, 
communication, frontline deployment, 
active prey revival, followed by 
reintroduction of tiger. The normatives 
of GTRP are based on ground reality 
and may guide the process. Such 
actions need to form part of a National 
Tiger Action Plan complemented by an 
enabling policy regime. Several tiger 
source areas need to be fostered as a 
regional network merging into a 
national web of larger green space. 
This would entail a landscape approach 
for engaging with many owners 
(stakeholders) who operate in the 
larger landscape area but nevertheless 
impact the tiger source, directly or 
indirectly. The stakeholders bearing the 
brunt of direct impact (local people) 
need priority involvement in the tiger 
agenda to ensure the desired stability 
based on local support and ownership. 
An active engagement with donors and 
collaborators is called for at this 
juncture for mutually complementary 
actions based on regional, national and 
area specific projects forming part of 
the Tiger Action Plan.  

The Global Tiger Forum is committed 
to assist tiger range countries in their 
efforts to save the endangered wild 
tiger. 
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2. Status of Tiger Habitats in High Altitude 
Ecosystems of Bhutan, India and Nepal 
(Situation Analysis) 
GTF Admin 25/08/2019 

 

The IUCN/KfW supported situation 
analysis study led by the GTF, Range 
Country Governments, WWF, Global 
Tiger Centre (Bhutan), and NTNC was 
completed in 2019, and potentially 
suitable tiger habitats, along with 
corridor connectivity have been 
mapped for both East and West 
portions of Himalayas, along with 
corridor connectivity. The findings 

were based on representative primary 
data collection relating to tiger, co-
predators, prey, habitat and interface 
issues relating to local people, 
supplemented with extensive 
secondary information. The study 
report also provides a contour of a 
futuristic high-altitude tiger action 
plan.  

The study report can be accessed from 
the Forum’s website  
(www.globaltigerforum.org). 

 

Transboundary consultation between 
Malaysia & Thailand 

GTFAdmin16/08/2019 

The Global Tiger Forum (GTF), in 
collaboration with USAID and WCT, 
organized a trans-boundary 
consultation between Malaysia and 
Thailand on Addressing Illegal Wildlife 
Trade and Trafficking at Aloft Hotel, KL 
Sentral, Malaysia on 7 – 8 August 2019. 
The workshop was attended by 
representatives from the Perak State 
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Parks Corporation (Malaysia),  Ministry 
of Water, Land and Natural Resources 
(Malaysia),  Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks (Malaysia), Department 
of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant 
Conservation (Thailand),  National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), U.S. 
Embassy (Kuala Lumpur), WWF, UNDP, 
TRAFFIC and GTF. 

The two-day consultation focused on 
key areas for collaboration between 
the two countries, including 
assessment of tiger/wildlife in the 
Royal Belum-Hala Bala-Bang Lang 

landscape, status of wildlife crime 
across the two countries, past 
actions, and suggestive framework for 
trans-boundary collaboration, including 
draft agreement/MoU between 
Malaysia and Thailand. 

The consultation concluded with a 
strong commitment from partners for 
working towards the signing of the 
MoU between Malaysia & Thailand and 
strengthening transboundary 
cooperation towards tiger & wildfire 
conservation in a global tiger priority 
landscape.

 

3. The GTF and the SAWEN entered into an MoU 
GTFAdmin31/07/2019 
 

The Global Tiger Forum, GTF has 
entered into a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the South 
Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network 
(SAWEN) on 26 July 2019 at 
Kathmandu. The MoU was signed by 
Rajesh Gopal, Secretary General, GTF 
and Man Bahadur Khadka, Director 
General, Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) in 
the presence of senior government 
officials from India & Nepal and 
representatives from conservation 
agencies of both the countries during 

an inauguration ceremony of ‘Capacity 
building workshop on countrywide 
assessment of Tiger, Prey and its 
Habitat’ from 26 – 27 July 2019 in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

The MoU between two inter-
governmental agencies will strengthen 
regional cooperation to combat 
tiger/wildlife crime, facilitate frontline 
training and capacity building and 
synergize joint actions with 
national/state level agencies and 
conservation partners in South Asia.
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4. The Amur Tiger Center joins the Global Tiger 
Forum 
GTFAdmin23/07/2019

The Amur Tiger Center has become the 
official representative of Russia in the 
GTF on 11 July 2019. The decision was 
made by the standing committee of 
the GTF. 

The “Amur Tiger Center” is an 
autonomous non-commercial 
organization established for 
preservation and researching the Amur 
tiger population. It was founded in July 
2013 by the Russian Geographic 
Society at the initiative of President of 
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin. 

Aim of the Amur Tiger Center: 
 Researching the Amur tiger 
 Preserving and increasing the 

population 

 Establishing, harmonized 
relationship 

“Russia is an important tiger range 
country and has a long-standing 
successful track record of wild tiger 
conservation. The Amur Tiger Center in 
Russia has evolved as a center of 
excellence, providing valuable insights 
for the Amur tiger in-situ conservation. 
The Global Tiger Forum is delighted to 
welcome the Amur Tiger Center as its 
member and look forward to a great 
collaboration with Russia for 
strengthening the tiger cause through 
exchange of good field practices, 
knowledge sharing for active 
management to strengthen tiger prey 
base and related research”. -Dr Rajesh 
Gopal, Secretary General, GTF 
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5. Workshop on Landscape Management for 
officials from Malaysia in Kanha Tiger Reserve, 
India 
GTFAdmin29/06/2019 

A workshop on landscape management 
for officials from Malaysia, supported 
by WCT-USAID was held at the Kanha 
Tiger Reserve from 18 – 20 June 2019 . 
The said workshop was attended by 
Government officials from Malaysian 
Forest Department, National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), 
Madhya Pradesh Forest Department 
(MPFD) and representatives from GTF 
and WWF-India. Field and technical 
sessions were coordinated by the 
representatives of the Global Tiger 
Forum and staff of the Kanha Tiger 
Reserve. The agenda for the said 
workshop was based on GTF Mission’s 
field visit to a priority tiger site (Royal 
Belum State Park), meeting with Dr. 
Xavier Jayakumar, Hon’ble Minister of 
Water, Land & Natural Resources, 
Malaysia, and consultation with the 
Department of Wildlife & National 
Parks (DWNP), Government of 
Malaysia. 

With a focus on tiger conservation 
priorities in Malaysia, key elements of 
this workshop included: Joint actions 
on 

 implementing action plan in 
Malaysia 

 community participation 
 conservation & protection 
 strategies on involving NGOs 

and communities among others 
apart from tiger and prey recovery, 
protected area management, frontline 
and community welfare. 

Field sessions were focused on BOMA 
technique for prey translocation, prey 
augmentation protocols, design and 
maintenance of tiger rewilding 
enclosures, development and 
maintenance of patrolling and park 
management infrastructure, M-STrIPES 
monitoring, ecotourism, and 
community engagement portfolio. 
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6. Engagement with the State of Uttar Pradesh  
GTFAdmin12/12/2019

The Forum is working with the Uttar 
Pradesh Forest Department on two 
important initiatives, viz. Addressing 
Human Wildlife Interface in 5 select 
districts (Bijnor, Pilibhit, Lakhimpur 
Kheri, Bahraich, Kushinagar Districts) 
and Assistance towards Preparation of 
Tiger Conservation Plans for Pilibhit 
and Amangarh Tiger Reserves. 

The collaboration has been fruitful, 
resulting in state-of-the-art 
preparedness of field formations for 
addressing the human-wildlife 
interface, especially in and around, 
with strengthened capacity of the field 
frontline to cope with the situation. 
The primary data collected from 
project districts would be used for 
evolving a landscape level master plan. 

The GTF appreciates the U.P. Forest 
Department and support from PCCF 
and HoFF, Chief Wildlife Warden, and 
State CAMPA in the said innovative 
endeavour. 

The updates from the ongoing 
engagement are as follows:  

“Addressing Human-Wildlife interface 
issues in Uttar Pradesh (Bijnor, 
Pilibhit, Lakhimpur Kheri, Bahraich, 
Kushinagar Districts)” 

Components 

Vulnerability assessment of the 
landscape 

 Discussion and Reconnaissance 
done by GTF team along with field 
officers 

 Workshop on human-tiger interface 
problems at Pilibhit (9 March 2019) 

 Field data collection done by 
technical team in Pilibhit (2–15 
January 2019; 13 – 20 February 
2019), South Kheri (2–15 January 
2019), Bijnor (11–20 March 2019), 
Bahraich (2–11 April 2019), 
Dudhwa (15-29 May 2019) 
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 Mapping in the GIS domain for 
interface vulnerability. 

 

Strengthen capacity to address 
human-wildlife interface 

 Capacity building workshop held for 
community stewards and forest 
frontline from Katerniaghat, 
Dudhwa, Pilibhit, Kishanpur, Kheri 
with field modules and SOPs 
Dudhwa (11 to 14 June 2019) 

 Preparation of Technical Document 
– Active Management for 
addressing Human–Leopard 
Interface Conflicts across the state 
(May 2019) 

 Preparation of state-of-the-art 
frontline capacity building module 

 Field workshop at Pilibhit (17-18 
October 2019) for field staff and 
community stewards for capacity 
building to address human-tiger 
interface problems 

 Deployment of community 
stewards in the field (Pilibhit)  

 Deployment of Rescue Kit 

Sensitization of Stakeholder Agencies 

 Workshop conducted for district 
authorities to address human tiger 
interface conflict – Pilibhit (3 
December 2018) 

 Coordination meeting with 
collaborators at GTF office (18 
January 2019) 
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7. Indo-Bangladesh transboundary consultation
Under the ongoing USAID-WCT-GTF 
engagement for strengthening 
conservation efforts in Tiger Range 
Countries, a consultation meeting was 
organized by GTF on addressing illegal 
wildlife trade and trafficking between 
India and Bangladesh at Hotel the 
Royal Plaza, New Delhi, India on 27 and 
28 May 2019. The meeting was 
attended by Government officials from 
Bangladesh Forest Department (BFD), 
National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA), Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB), West Bengal Forest 
department and representatives from 
GTF, U.S. Embassy, WWF-India and 
TRAFFIC-India. 

The consultation focused on wildlife 
crime in the transboundary region, 
challenges for conservation and 
protection, strategies to counter Illegal 
Wildlife Trade (IWT), case studies on 
best practice models to combat 
poaching and trafficking, sharing of 
information on illegal wildlife trade 
routes and wildlife networks. 

Both the countries agreed on an action 
agenda, vis-à-vis existing MoU, 
especially joint actions between the 
two countries in the Sunderbans 
landscape 
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8. Workshop on Landscape Management for 
official from Thailand: Kanha Tiger Reserve, 
India

A workshop on Landscape 
Management was organised for 
officials from Thailand government 
(April 9- April 11, 2019) at Kanha Tiger 
Reserve, Madhya Pradesh. The agenda 
for the said workshop was based on 
GTF Mission’s field visit to a priority 
tiger site (Huai Kha Khaeng) in Western 
Forest Complex (WEFCOM) and 
consultation with the Department of 
National Parks, Wildlife and Plant 
Conservation, Government of Thailand. 
Given adequate protection, and 
implementation of prey/tiger recovery 
measures, WEFCOM has a great 
potential for reviving and sustaining 
tiger and prey populations in the 
region. 

With a focus on tiger conservation 
priorities in Thailand, key elements of 
this workshop included: protection, 
tiger and prey recovery, protected area 
management, inclusive community 
engagement beyond the core critical 
tiger habitat, apart from frontline and 
community welfare. 

Field sessions were focused on BOMA 
technique for prey translocation, prey 
augmentation protocols, design and 
maintenance of tiger rewilding 
enclosures, development and 
maintenance of patrolling and park 
management infrastructure, M-STrIPES 
monitoring, ecotourism, and 
community engagement portfolio. 
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9. Consultation on Malaysian Tiger Action Plan & 
Priority Sites in Malaysia 
GTFAdmin03/04/2019

The GTF technical team/mission visited 
Malaysia for a consultation on national 
tiger action plan and key priorities, 
followed by a field visit to a priority 
tiger site, Royal Belum State Park. The 
mission visit and consultations were 
supported by the USAID-WCT 
partnership.  

A meeting chaired by the Hon’ble 
Minister, of Water, Land and Natural 
Resources, Malaysia, was attended by 
the GTF technical team along with 
Secretary General, KATS, Director 
General, Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks, Peninsular Malaysia 
and other senior officials of the wildlife 
department wherein in depth 
discussion with regard to the tiger 
recovery in Malaysia was held and a 
presentation was given by the 

Secretary General, GTF. A brief on the 
GTF architecture and mandate was 
presented and suggestion for a 
Malaysia Tiger Task Force, for 
reinvigorating the system 
of governance relating to tiger and 
other wildlife under the Prime Minister 
with all state Chief Ministers, 
collaborators, army, police and GTF, as 
members was provided. 

The team also attended an event which 
was a part of World Wildlife Day 
Celebrations of the Malayan Tiger 
Campaign 2019-20, which was 
inaugurated by the Hon’ble Minister of 
Water, Land and Natural Resources, 
Government of Malaysia. In his speech, 
the Hon’ble Minister acknowledged the 
role of GTF in handholding Tiger range 
Countries. This event marked the 
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presence of Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners from several countries, 
along with representatives of 
collaborators, NGOs, media, academia, 
children and other stakeholders. 

GTF is committed to facilitate synergies 
between the Malaysian Government, 

collaborators and the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), 
Government of India, for a partnership 
towards long term conservation 
efforts. 
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1. Bangladesh 

 
Tiger population in Sundarbans 
rises to 114 
Mehedi Al Amin 
Published at 07:31 pm May 22nd, 2019 

 
A tiger seen resting in a bush in 
Sundarbans Tim Laman 

Tiger numbers have increased 8% in 
three years 

The number of Bengal tigers in the 
Bangladesh part of the Sundarban 
forests has increased to 114, according 
to a recent tiger census. 

The number rose to 114 in 2018, up 
from 106 recorded during a previous 
survey in 2015, revealed the latest 
census: "Second phase status of tigers 
in Bangladesh Sundarbans 2018". 

Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Minister Md Shahab Uddin 
formally released the report at 
Hoimonti auditorium of Ban Bhaban in 
Agargaon yesterday. 

Citing the report, the minister said: "In 
2015, the number of tigers was 106. 
Now, we have 114 tigers in the 

Bangladesh part of the Sundarbans, 
which is an increase of 8%." 

"We have 2.55 tigers per 100 square 
kilometer of the Sundarbans. The 
number was 2.17 in 2015," he said. 
Senior ministry and Department of 
Forest officials were present at the 
event. 

The second phase census began in 
2016 under USAID’s Bengal Tiger 
Conservation Activity (BAGH) project. 
The camera trap method was used to 
record the number of tigers. 

The survey was conducted in four 
phases from December 1, 2016, to May 
10, 2018. Cameras were set up over 
1,659 square kilometers of tiger 
inhabited areas in the Sundarbans. Of 
the total area, 1,208sq km are in 
Satkhira, 165sq km in Khulna, and 
283sq km in the Shoronkhola range of 
Bagerhat district. 

The camera traps were deployed at 
536 locations in the Sundarbans and 
captured 2,466 images of tigers during 
the 249-day census. A total of 63 adult 
tigers, four juveniles, and five cubs 
were identified, and Spatially Explicit 
Capture Recapture (SECR) analysis of 
the adult tigers says this amount to an 
overall density of 2.55 tigers per 100 
square kilometers and a population of 
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114 tigers in the Bangladesh part of the 
Sundarbans. 

Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Minister Md Shahab Uddin 
said: “It is our national duty to protect 
tigers. If we fail to protect tigers, the 
whole ecosystem of the Sundarbans 
will collapse. Tigers are already under 
threat of extinction, due to poaching 
and the expansion of human 
settlements. 

“The increase in tiger numbers gives us 
some hope. We will do everything 
needed to further increase the number 
of Bengal Tigers,” he added. 

Chief Conservator of Forests, 
Mohammed Shaiful Alam Chowdhury, 
said: “Poaching is a grave threat to 
tigers, as there is a big market for them 
in Chinese medicine. We must stop the 
poaching.” 

Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Deputy Minister Habibun 
Nahar, Secretary Abdullah Al Mohsin 
Chowdhury, other high officials of the 
ministry, and representatives of 
Jahangirnagar University and USAID 
were among those in attendance at the 
program. 

The USAID BAGH project's first phase 
survey in 2015 recorded 106 tigers. 

The tiger census was conducted by the 
Bangladesh Forest Department in 
cooperation with Wildteam, and the 
Smithsonian Conservation Institute. 

USAID financed the several census 
under the BAGH project. The 
department of zoology at 
Jahangirnagar University assisted with 
the data analysis and preparation of 
the report. 

Is poaching behind low tiger 
population in Bangladesh? 
Mehedi Al Amin 
Published at 12:35 am August 24th, 2019 

 
Bengal Tiger at Dhaka Zoo in Mirpur Syed Zakir 
Hossain/Dhaka Tribune 

Between 2000 and 2018, 
Bangladesh authorities found 44 
tigers – almost half the current 
population - killed by poachers and 
rescued seven alive 

The latest government reports from 
May put the number of tigers in 
Bangladesh at 114 – a paltry increase 
from 106 in 2015. In the same period 
of time, India’s tiger population 
increased by over 30% to 2,967. 

According to a recent report by Traffic– 
a global wildlife trade watchdog 
associated with the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) and the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) – tiger poaching and trafficking 
has gone up in Bangladesh. 
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Between 2000 and 2018, Bangladesh 
authorities found 44 tigers – almost 
half the current population - killed by 
poachers and rescued seven alive. The 
United States has listed Bangladesh 
among the countries that are a major 
source of poaching hub. 

Experts believe the number of 
trafficked tigers is much higher than 
the seizures, as the law enforcement 
can only act on a handful of cases. 

An alarming trend 

TRAFFIC’s latest report titled “Skin and 
Bones Unresolved : An Analysis of Tiger 
Seizures from 2000-2018” released 
August 21 says there were only 33 
seizures in 19 years. And even then, 
only 11 people were prosecuted in 
connection with the crimes, but the 
conviction rates were not disclosed. 

Bangladesh also reported more than 
doubling the average yearly seizures 
during 2015-2018 compared to 
previous years.  During 2000-2014, 
there were 22 seizures with an average 
of 1.2 seizures per year. But from 2015-
2018, the number of seizures was 11 
with a yearly average of 2.8. Citing the 
data, the report indicates poaching has 
increased. 

Dr Monirul H Khan, professor of the 
Department of Zoology at the 
Jahangirnagar University called the 
figures alarming. 

 

He said: “Seizures are not the real 
picture of poaching. It is said that 80% 
of poaching remains unreported. 
Hence, the figures that we do know 
only indicate towards an alarming 
trend. 

Forest authorities reject figures 

Moin Uddin Khan, forest conservator 
(Khulna Circle) rejected the reported 
figures. 

He said: “The actual number is a lot 
less than half the cited figures. At least 
11 tigers died of natural causes. 

“Tiger poaching and trafficking from 
the Sundarbans has been declining in 
recent years. We are working with 
modern resource monitoring systems 
and patrolling regularly. In the future, 
poaching will further reduce.” 

Mihir Kumar Doe, director of the 
Wildlife Crime Control Unit at 
Bangladesh Forest Department, said: 
“There is a huge demand of tiger body 
parts in some countries. That is why 
international trafficking networks are 
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active in Tiger Range Countries (TRCs). 
We share information with our 
neighbours. There is no chance of 
poaching rising in Bangladesh. 

He questioned the data sources of the 
report and claimed poaching has been 
on a downwards curve. 

However, neither forest officials 
provided any data to back up their 
claims of poaching declining. 

What can be done? 

TRAFFIC recommended that legislation 
and regulations—and their active and 
consistent enforcement—must be 
implemented as a matter of urgency, 
especially in closing loopholes that 
facilitate illegal trade or where 
penalties are too low to represent an 
effective deterrent. 

 

 
2. BHUTAN  

 
Survival of tigers in our hands 
(Kuensel) 
July 29, 2019  

Themed “Their survival is in our 
hands,” the International Tiger Day was 
observed in Panbang Primary School in 
Zhemgang on July 29, 2019. 

The day brought together communities 
of Norbugang and Panbang to create 
awareness on the importance of tiger 
conservation, according to the press 
release from Global Tiger Centre in 
Gelephu. 

Ex-poachers under the “Hunter to 
hermitage” programme in Norbugang 
cleaned the water discharge pond and 
initiated habitat improvement for 
tigers and other wildlife in the area. 

To create awareness and strengthen 
conservation activities, students 

compete in art and story writing 
competition with the theme, “Tigers 
and my community.” 

The entertainment group presented 
programmes based on the theme of 
the day. A new tiger theme song was 
also launched on the day. 

Relevant stakeholders and partners 
took part in the event. The programme 
was organised by Global Tiger centre in 
collaboration with Royal Manas 
National Park and Zhemgang forest 
division. Bhutan Foundation funded 
the event. 

Bhutan Tiger Action Plan from 2018 to 
2023 reported an estimate of about 
103 adult tigers freely roaming 
between 100 and 4300 metres above 
sea level in the country. 
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The action plan aims to increase tiger 
population in Bhutan by 20 percent by 
2022 as the 2015 baseline of 103. The 
plan is expected to reduce poaching of 
tigers by 90 percent and strengthen 
anti-poaching strategies. 

Under the action plan, zoning and 
delineating critical tiger habitats within 
and outside the protected areas would 
ensure survival of the species. Habitat 
improvement would be achieved 
through enrichment plantations, salt 
lick and waterhole creation, 
management of grassland and 
abandoned grazing grounds. 

To avoid human-tiger-conflict, the 
action plan would enable conflict 
prevention strategies through 
awareness, improved livelihood 
opportunities, and construction of 
physical barriers. 

For long term conservation, scientific 
data and information, periodic 
assessment of tiger population and 
distribution would be carried out. 

Globally, for about half a century, tiger 
remains an endangered species in the 
IUCN Red List of threatened species. - 
Choki Wangmo. 

 

There are about 103 adult tigers freely roaming in the country. 

Bhutan drafts National 
Biodiversity Monitoring Protocol 
to monitor its wild biodiversity 
BBS, Phub Gyem, Thimphu 
Jun 12, 2019 
 

Bhutan now has a draft National 
Biodiversity Monitoring Protocol in 
place to monitor its wild biodiversity. 
The Biodiversity Monitoring Protocol 
basically is a guide or manual that 
outlines tools and methods to gather 
crucial information about plant and 
animal species, such as species 
diversity, habitat, threats and 

distribution patterns, among others. 
The development of the protocol is a 
first attempt to put in place a proper 
national-level biodiversity monitoring 
system in place. 

Initiated by the Nature Conservation 
Division, biodiversity experts came 
together over the past few months to 
develop protocols for monitoring plant, 
mammal, fish, reptile and amphibian, 
bird and insect species. The protocol 
for different species were field tested 
and consolidated at a workshop in 
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Gelephu recently. Some 45 forestry 
officials from across the country took 
part. 

“We have very rich biodiversity and we 
do a lot of monitoring works in 
protected areas. For instance, we do a 
lot of biodiversity surveys during the 
management plan. But those are all 
surveys done in small pockets. We 
really don’t have a national-level data. 
With the help of the protocol, we will 
be able to get a systematic, 
coordinated and consolidated 
biodiversity data from across the 
country,” Tandin, the Senior Forestry 
Officer of Nature Conservation Division 
under DoFPS, said. 

The week-long workshop included 
rigorous field exercise, which involved 
visiting forests and rivers to record and 
identify plant and animal species. 
Jigme Tshelthrim Wangyal, the Deputy 
Chief Forestry Officer of Jigme Khesar 
Strict Nature Reserve (JKSNR) in Haa, 
led the herpetofauna or reptile and 
amphibian group. 

“For us, the herpetofauna group, we 
don’t even have a baseline data. With 
this protocol now, we are expecting a 
baseline data. Once we have baseline 
data, we can work on it and see 
changes over the years like whether 
the species are disappearing or 
becoming more,” he said. 

Besides determining status and 
tracking changes, biodiversity 

monitoring also helps to understand 
threats to species and their responses. 
Jigme Tshelthrim Wangyal says reptiles 
and amphibians, in fact, are used to 
study climate change. 

“Frogs and toads are very sensitive to 
temperature and humidity because 
they depend on water bodies to live. 
They can indicate whether the climate 
is changing, or temperature is 
changing. So, we can use them to study 
climate change.” 

The draft protocol will be handed to 
the Department of Forests and Park 
Services (DoFPS) for review and 
approval. 

“After approval, the protocol needs to 
be institutionalised so that Bhutan has 
an annual biodiversity monitoring 
program. In order to effectively 
implement the biodiversity monitoring 
protocol, we will incorporate it into the 
Individual Work Plan,” Letro, the Senior 
Forestry Officer of Nature Conservation 
Division, said.  

While Bhutan is well known for its rich 
biodiversity, there is no standard 
monitoring protocol in place. The 
Nature Conservation Division’s effort 
to come up with a protocol, therefore, 
is critical to ensuring the country’s wild 
biodiversity thrives. 

However, the protocol alone is not 
enough. Regular wild biodiversity 
monitoring at the national level would 
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entail a lot of costs. Capacity building 
of field staff, equipping forest divisions 
and park offices with necessary 
equipment and infrastructure, such as 
repository to store species specimen, is 
crucial to ensure successful biodiversity 
monitoring. 

The protocol was developed through 
the National Adaptation Programme of 
Action (NAPA) phase III project, 
initiated and implemented by the 
government. It is supported by UNDP 
and funded by the Global Environment 
Facility. 

 

 

Bhutan host to over 11,000 
species of biodiversity 
Phub Gyem, Thimphu 
May 24, 2019 
 
Plant and animal species account for 
more than 93 per cent of the 11,000 
plus species. The country recorded 
5,114 species of animals and 5,369 for 
species of plants. Although not so 
significant, there are also a number of 
species of fungi, bacteria, chromista 
and protista in the country. 

The country’s biodiversity also includes 
a number of plant and animal species 
listed as vulnerable, endangered or 
critically endangered in the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature Red List of threatened species. 
The country is home to 15 vulnerable, 
20 endangered and 13 critically 
endangered seed plants. 

Bhutan hosts 13 vulnerable, 11 
endangered and two critically 
endangered mammal species. Likewise, 
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the country has 22 vulnerable, four 
endangered and four critically 
endangered bird species. There are 
also eight vulnerable and three 
endangered fish species, 11 vulnerable, 
five endangered and two critically 
endangered amphibians, and one 
vulnerable butterfly. 

A number of these species are 
protected by the country’s Forest and 
Nature Conservation Act 1995 and 
Forest and Nature Conservation Rules 
and Regulations 2017. 

The biodiversity statistics of Bhutan 
2017 is the first publication presenting 

accurate and up to date status of the 
country’s biodiversity. The National 
Biodiversity Centre published the 
statistics to strengthen the biodiversity 
statistics information for policy 
guidance, informed decision-making 
and for successful implementation of 
conservation plans for Bhutan’s flora 
and fauna. The centre will be 
publishing the statistics annually 
henceforth to keep records of the 
number of species as well as new 
records and discoveries made in 
Bhutan.

 

 

Bhutan is a host to more than 11,000 species of biodiversity as per the Biodiversity 
statistics of Bhutan released yesterday. The figure accounts for 0.8 per cent of the 
total biodiversity recorded for the world. There are 1.4 million species of 
biodiversity listed in the world to date. 
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3. CAMBODIA 

 
Groups call for end to snares 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya | Publication date 02 
May 2019 | 19:24 ICT 
 

Most destructive and inhumane 
method to hunt and denounced all 
killing of rare and endangered species 
– such as tigers, leopards, elephant 
calves and protected birds. 

Their remarks came after some 80 
snares were discovered by patrollers 
on Tuesday in the Prambei Mom forest 
community at Prambei Mom commune 
in Kampong Speu province’s Thpong 
district. A poacher has been held. 

Dragos Ionescu, Southern Cardamom 
Forest Protection Program (SCFPP) field 
coordinator and the Wildlife Alliance’s 
webmaster for Cambodia, told The 
Post on Tuesday that the snares were 
made from rope and motorbike brake 
cables. 

“Snares are lethal and a silent killer of 
wildlife,” Ionescu said. 

Prambei Mom forest community 
director Soeun Lay, who is tasked with 
protecting and preserving biodiversity 
in the area, said snares posed the most 
serious risk to the survival of rare 
wildlife. 

“Animals that are trapped mostly die. 
The ones that survive either lose the 

use of limbs or at best become sick,” 
he said. 

Three traps attached to wild dogs 

Lay said that on Tuesday morning, his 
working group was patrolling the forest 
and found and removed a total of 70 
snares, including three traps attached 
to decomposing wild dogs. 

At 3pm, the group captured the 
poacher – a 52-year-old former soldier 
– as he was setting new traps in the 
forest and confiscated 10 more snares 
made with brake cables. 

“Our working group handed the 
suspect and the snares over to Thpong 
district officials to take legal action,” he 
said. 

Thpong Forestry Administration chief 
Sa Moeun said the suspect was being 
questioned and would then be sent to 
court. 

“Setting traps is leading many species 
closer to extinction. Our team and 
wildlife conservation groups are 
strengthening our enforcement of the 
law and investigating and cracking 
down on all offences against wild 
animals,” he said. 

Ministry of Environment spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said: “Setting traps to 
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catch animals remains a challenge for 
our wildlife conservation work. 

Many species of animals in our 
protected areas have been killed by 
traps.” 

For the sake of future generations 

Ionescu called on all stakeholders to 
jointly protect wildlife and their 
habitats and prevent illegal hunting for 
the sake of future generations. 

He said that over the last six years, 
Wildlife Alliance rangers had 
collaborated with counterparts in the 
Ministry of Environment to remove 
some 120,000 snares in the Southern 
Cardamom Forest and other wildlife 
sanctuaries in Cambodia. 

Last year alone, the rangers from the 
Wildlife Alliance found 19,378 snares in 
the Southern Cardamom Forest – 
rescuing 107 animals in the process – 
and destroying 427 nets with a total 
length of 14,518m. 

Some 90 per cent of the wild animals 
that were saved were sent to Phnom 
Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre in Takeo 
province for treatment. The rest were 
released immediately into their natural 
environment. 

However, Pheaktra stressed that 
thanks to the rangers’ efforts and the 
participation of relevant stakeholders, 
especially the local community, the last 
few years have seen forest offences 
decrease considerably. 

The numbers of some wild animals 
have increased in some protected 
natural areas, he said. 

Pheaktra said 3,876 snares were 
confiscated from protected natural 
areas under the Ministry of 
Environment’s management in 2017, 
while in 2018 the figure fell to 2,767 – 
a decrease of 29 per cent. 

Nevertheless, he appealed to all 
citizens to help stamp out illegal 
hunting by refusing to buy the meat of 
wild animals. 

 

A man (centre) is arrested for using illegal hunting traps in Kampong Speu on Tuesday 
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4. PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

 
Bengal tigers found in Tibet, with 
plenty of prey 
(China Daily)  09:37, August 08, 2019 

 
Chinese scientists have confirmed the 
presence of the Bengal tiger in Medog, 
Tibet autonomous region, with the first 
recorded images of the cat captured by 
camera traps. 

The scientists plan to investigate 
further to learn how many of the 
endangered animals are roaming the 
area. 

The Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) 
is found in a handful of Asian countries 
including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal and China. The 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature estimates that there are now 
2,154 to 3,159 Bengal tigers in the wild. 

Scientists from the Kunming Institute 
of Zoology, part of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, recently received 
three photos of Bengal tigers from two 
of 48 infrared camera traps set up in 
Medog late last year. It was the first 
time that Chinese researchers had 
received images of living Bengal tigers, 
though there had been signs hinting of 
the presence of the animals in the area 
for an extended period of time, 
according to a media release from the 
institute. 

In the late 1990s, based on the number 
of livestock killed by large predators 
and footprints of the large cat around 
Namcha Barwa Mountain in Medog, 
researchers estimated that there were 
11 tigers in the area. In recent years, 
local rural residents have frequently 
reported tiger footprints. 

"Yet, there had been no direct 
evidence of tigers in the area before 
any scientific analysis," noted Jiang 
Xuelong, a researcher with the 
institute. 

He said his team expects to add more 
infrared cameras in September and 
October to get more information about 
the tiger, such as its distribution range, 
population size and food availability in 
order to protect the animal and other 
wildlife in the region. 

Medog only saw its first road for cars 
opened in late 2013 and is the last 
county in the country to be connected 
to the highway system. With few 
people in most areas, the county 
boasts a well-preserved ecology. 

With infrared cameras set in altitudes 
ranging from 1,000 to 3,400 meters in 
Medog in October and November, 
researchers also found another 22 
medium and large mammalian species, 
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including the clouded leopard (Neofelis 
nebulosa), and six pheasant species. 

The institute said 16 of the 29 species 
the cameras captured are listed as 
threatened by the IUCN. Muntiacus, or 
the barking deer, was the most 
frequently captured on camera, with 
358 images. 

The number of barking deer "suggests 
that there are abundant prey for 
medium and large-sized predators in 
the area", it said. 

The presence of the Bengal tiger in 
Medog shows that the county could 
offer the demanding ecological 
environment for the top predator to 
survive and reproduce. It also mirrors 
the significant achievement Tibetan 
authorities have made in ecological 
progress and biodiversity protection, 
the institute said. 

It warns, however, that the Bengal 
tiger and other rare, endangered 
species in the area are also threatened 
by shrinkage and fragmentation of 
habitats because of population growth 
and an increase of human activities. 

Zoo raises awareness of animal 
protection with body painting 
(People's Daily Online), April 09, 2019 

 

Zoo workers in Xiamen, southeast 
China’s Fujian Province, recently had 

their bodies painted to look like 
prehistoric animals to raise awareness 
of animal protection, Chinanews.com 
reported on April 8. 

To raise awareness of protecting 
endangered animals in the wild, a zoo 
named Ling Ling Animal Kingdom in 
Xiamen ran a campaign with the theme 
“protecting rare animals” on April 8. 

During the campaign, zoo workers 
were painted to look like extinct 
animals including the tyrannosaurus 
rex, dodo, great auk and Bali tiger, and 
then gathered in front of the zoo's 
giant panda pavilion. It took 8 hours to 
complete the look. 

Tourists were also invited to 
experience the fun of body painting on 
site and have various rare animals 
painted on their hands, feet, and arms. 

An animal-themed modern drama was 
also put on at the zoo during the 
campaign to show people how 
uncivilized behavior can affect the 
animals, calling on visitors to protect 
animals and mind their behavior while 
enjoying a day out at the zoo. 

The zoo explained that the campaign 
was launched to raise awareness of 
environmental protection and animal 
conservation to safeguard the planet 
and the home of human beings.
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Zoo workers raise awareness of animal protection by painting themselves as extinct animals. 

(Photo/Chinanews.com) 

 

5. INDIA 

 
Non-protected areas: As tigers 
venture outside reserves, a 
need to rejig conservation 
model 
Written by Vivek Deshpande |Updated: August 

19, 2019 3:55:37 pm 

 

With the 2018 tiger census revealing a 
growth in tiger numbers in non-
protected areas such as these, experts 
say the current tiger conservation 
model has to move beyond the 
reserves or the protected areas, that 

account for a mere 2.2 per cent of 
India’s forests  

Pandharkawda is no tiger reserve. Yet, 
one of the most gripping tiger stories 
to have emerged out of India’s forests 
in recent times was in this forest 
division in Yavatmal district of 
Maharashtra, where T1, a tigress 
nicknamed Awani who had been 
declared a maneater, was shot dead 
last year in controversial 
circumstances. Over 150 km away, is 
Bramhapuri. Like Pandharkawada, this 
forest division in Chandrapur district of 
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Maharashtra has had its share of man-
animal conflicts. Over the last seven 
months, tigers and leopards have 
claimed about 10human lives and the 
Forest Department has had to move 
out at least two tigers and two 
leopards. 

With the 2018 tiger census revealing a 
growth in tiger numbers in non-
protected areas such as these, experts 
say the current tiger conservation 
model has to move beyond the 
reserves or the protected areas, that 
account for a mere 2.2 per cent of 
India’s forests. According to the 2014 
census, about a fourth of India’s tigers 
lived outside protected areas. But 
areas such as Bramhapuri, which is 
adjacent to the Tadoba reserve, hold 
more tigers than the protected area — 
while Tadoba had about 44 tigers as 
per the 2014 census, the areas outside 
had nearly 60 tigers. Tiger experts 
attribute this rise in numbers to the 
transient tiger population — tigers who 
fail to mark their territory in reserves 
and spill over into non-protected areas. 
Among the biggest challenges to 
conservation in such non-protected 
forests, besides human-wildlife 
conflict, are the eternal development-
conservation dilemma and poaching. 
Insisting “human-wildlife conflict has to 
be addressed on priority”, Wildlife 
Institute of India Director V B Mathur 
says, “We need to evolve a robust 
mechanism to make sure that both 
infrastructure development and 

conservation happen in a win-win 
manner. We also need to evolve a 
management paradigm for transient 
tigers.” On July 24, a tiger was caught 
on camera waiting for an opportunity 
to cross the National Highway 7 that 
cuts through the tiger corridor of 
Pench forest. It then jumped over a 
highway barrier to enter the other side 
of the forest. Maharashtra Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forest Nitin 
Kakodkar says it’s important to take 
conservation to the people. “We need 
to reduce the dependence of people 
on forests by giving them livelihood 
options. Also, we must use technology 
like e-surveillance and give people real-
time alerts about possible conflict. All 
this will come at a cost but we have to 
bear it. In Pandharkawada, we have a 
team of villagers who do patrolling and 
alert people of the movement of 
tigers.” 

Wildlife expert and Central India 
Director of the Wildlife Protection 
Society of India, Nitin Desai, says that 
with the rise in number of tigers 
outside reserves, “poaching will remain 
one of the biggest threats. Historically, 
poachers have targeted tigers in areas 
adjacent to the reserves. Such areas, 
earlier dismissed as ‘sink’, are in the 
reckoning given the large number of 
tigers they hold today. So wildlife 
management and quality of protection 
must be enhanced in such areas and 
made comparable to tiger reserves. For 
areas like Bramhapuri, conservationist 
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Valmik Thapar suggests the creation of 
“tiger wildlife refuge” with locals being 
part of the management. 

“Communities must feel like they are 
the protectors,” he says.

 

 

Tiger caught on camera for the 
first time in Sikkim 
Press Trust of India | Gangtok Last Updated at 

January 10, 2019 11:20 IST 

A Royal Bengal Tiger has been caught 
in a camera trap laid by forest officials 
in Sikkim. 

According to officials of the forest 
department, this is the first time that a 
tiger has been captured on camera in 
the state. 

The camera captured two images of 
the tiger on the night of December 6, 
2018 - at 6.23 pm and at 7 pm, near 
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Goru Jurey, at an altitude of 9,583 feet, 
the DFO said. 

"We got to know about the camera 
trap images only a couple of days ago," 
the forest official added. 

Lachungpa also said that there had 
been oral narratives of tigers freely 

roaming in the forests of Sikkim until 
the late 1980s. 

However, the first-ever picture of the 
animal could be a concrete base on 
which a detailed study on migration of 
tigers to the Himalayan state could be 
undertaken, the DFO added.

 

"History has indeed been created with the first-ever camera footage of a Royal Bengal Tiger roaming in the 
forests of Pangolakha Wildlife Sanctuary in East Sikkim," the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) of East Wildlife 

Division, Dechen Lachungpa, said. 
 

 
 

International Tiger Day 2019: 
PM Modi Releases Report, 
India counts 2967 Tigers 
PM Narendra Modi released Tiger 
Estimation Report on International 
Tiger Day 2019 that describes present 
number and situation of tigers in 
India. 

GORKY BAKSHI | JUL 29, 2019 12:52 IST 

International Tiger Day 2019: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched a 
census report of tigers in India. The 
report - ‘The Tiger Estimation Report 
2018’ is a data about tigers in India. PM 
Modi said that India has already 
achieved the target of doubling the 
numbers of tiger population as per the 
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target given in St. Petersburg nine 
years ago. 

International Tiger Day was created at 
St. Petersburg Tiger Summit (SPTS) 
2010. Objective of International Tiger 
Day is to raise awareness about 
declining numbers of wild tigers. In 
India many government agencies and 
wildlife protection organizations 
observe various activities on this day. 

India Specific Facts 

 The Tiger Estimation Report 2018 
said that 2967 tigers are present in 
India which was good growth in 
past five years. 

 As per the Tiger Estimation Report 
2018 - highest number of tigers 
have found in Madhya Pradesh 
(526), after that Karnataka has 524 
and Uttarakhand is accommodating 
442 tigers. 

 Report informed that five years ago 
numbers were just 1400 and now it 
has crossed the double of it. 

 Indian Government started Project 
Tiger in 1973 when studies found 
that numbers of Indian Tigers are 
rapidly declining. 

 In 1970 India had only 1800 tigers 
and Project Tiger was launched in 
Jim Corbett National Park. 

 It was the first time in India when 

 As a nation, it was first effort of 
government of India at wildlife 
conservation with the tiger. 

 Project Tiger is administrated by 
the National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA). Globally, India is 
natural living place to 70% of tigers 
in the world. About 1411 tigers 
were counted in 2008 while this 
number was increased to 1,706 in 
2010 and 2,226 in 2014 
respectively. 

 

India tiger census shows rapid 
population growth 
29 July 2019, BBC 

India is now home to nearly 3,000 
tigers, a third more than it had four 
years ago, according to the latest tiger 
census. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
presented the findings on Monday, 
said the tiger population had risen 
from 2,226 in 2014 to 2,967 in 2018. 

He added that India is "now one of the 
biggest and most secure habitats of the 
tiger". 
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India is now estimated to be home to 
around 70% of the world's tigers. 

India counts its tigers once every four 
years - it's a long, arduous task that 
involves forest officials and scientists 
trekking across half a million square 
kilometres (193,000 sq miles) looking 
for evidence of the tiger population. 

Mr Modi said the results of this tiger 
census would make "every Indian 
happy". 

This is a major conservation success, 
correspondents say. By one estimate, 
between 1875 and 1925 alone, some 
80,000 tigers were killed in India. 
Bounty and sports hunting were 
rampant - kings and officials killed 
tigers in their thousands, using guns, 
spears, nets, traps and poison. By the 
1960s the number of tigers had 
dwindled precipitously. 

But a number of government initiatives 
to streamline tiger conservation - 
including a ban on hunting and 
awareness drives in villages -are said to 
be behind the increase of the 
population. 

A strict wildlife protection law 
implemented in 1972 made it virtually 
illegal to kill or capture wild animals 
even when "problem animals" were 
involved in severe conflict situations. 
Under pressure from global 
conservationists, India also upped 

investments to hire more forest guards 
and improve protection of reserves. 

 

The results began to show in 2006, and 
since then there has been a healthy 
uptick in tiger numbers. 

But there has also been an increase in 
human-tiger conflict recently and one 
reason is that India has too many tigers 
and too few forests that can sustain 
them unless more protected reserves 
are added. 

According to one estimate, big cats 
breed and live in only about 10% of 
India's total potential tiger habitat of 
300,000 sq km (115,830 sq miles). 
Animal density in many of these forest 
areas is high, and surplus tigers 
sometimes venture outside for food, 
bringing them into conflict with people 
who live nearby. 

Conservationists say conflict with 
humans is largely restricted to the 
edges of protected areas, forests and 
plantations - and that unless India 
expands tiger reserves, such conflicts 
will increase. 
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Madhya Pradesh Retains "Tiger 
State" Status With 526 Tigers in 
Forest 

In 2014, the state had a total of 308 
tigers, a number which jumped by 218 
in the 2018 census, taking the total 
count to 526. 

All India | Press Trust of India | Updated: July 

31, 2019 22:36 IST 

 

BHOPAL:  Sustained tiger conservation 
efforts have paid rich dividends in 
Madhya Pradesh where population of 
the big cat registered a healthy rise of 
218 in four years, government officials 
said today.  

After nearly a decade, Madhya Pradesh 
has bagged the coveted "tiger state" 
status after the 2018 estimation saw it 
is home to 526 big cats, the highest in 
the country. 

In 2014, the state had a total of 308 
tigers, a number which jumped by 218 
in the 2018 census, taking the total 
count to 526. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday released the All India Tiger 
Estimation Report 2018, which 
revealed that the tiger population in 
the country has increased from 2,226 
in 2014 to 2,967 in 2018. Sustained 
tiger conservation efforts have resulted 
in an increase in the number of big cats 
in the wild in Madhya Pradesh and 
other parts of the country, a forest 
department official said. 

Tiger conservation activist Ajay Dubey 
expressed happiness over the rise in 
tiger count in Madhya Pradesh, but 
also pointed out that during 2014-
2019, the state had lost 143 big cats 
due to various reasons, including 
poaching. 

"In 2016, 2017 and 2018, the state was 
on top in the country in terms of tiger 
deaths, he told news agency PTI. 

He said with five tiger reserves, 
Karnataka has 524 wild cats, the 
second highest, while Madhya Pradesh 
has 526 predators with six reserves. 

"Ideally, the state should have more 
tigers than Karnataka as it not only has 
more tiger reserves but also larger area 
for conservation of big cats in 
comparison to the southern state," Mr 
Dubey said. 

He said time has come for the state to 
seriously consider forming a Special 
Tiger Protection Force (STPF) for 
protecting and conserving big cats in 
the wild. 

Madhya Pradesh Forest Minister 
Umang Singhar said that after 2006, 
the state has once again emerged on 
top in tiger population in the country. 

The central state had the largest 
number of striped animals as per the 
2006 census. But it slipped to No. 2 
position in 2010, when Karnataka 
emerged as the "tiger state". 
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In 2006, the total number of tigers in 
the country was 1,411, of which 
Madhya Pradesh accounted for 300, 
the official said. 

However, in 2010, while the number of 
tigers increased in the country to 
1,706, their count declined to 257 in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

In the Panna reserve in the state, the 
tiger count had come down to zero and 
that had caused a lot of 
embarrassment to forest officials. The 
government then trans-located tigers 
in the reserve from other parks in the 
state. 

After Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka, 
the other states in top five in terms of 
tiger count are Uttarakhand (442), 
Maharashtra (312) and Tamil Nadu 
(264). 

PRESS NOTE 
National Tiger Conservation 

Authority (NTCA), Government 
of India 

 
Coinciding with the Global Tiger Day, 
the Hon’ble Prime Minister on July 29, 
declared results of the 4th cycle of the 
All India Tiger Estimation to the nation, 
proudly announcing India’s tiger 
numbers at 2967 at his 7 Lok Kalyan 
Marg residence, at a gathering 
comprising officials from the National 
Tiger Conservation Authority, Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Wildlife Institute of India, Field 
Directors of 

Tiger Reserves and Chief Wildlife 
Wardens of Tiger Range States. 

 

The 33% rise in tiger numbers is the 
highest ever recorded between cycles 
which stood at 21% between 2006 to 
2010 and 30% between 2010 and 2014. 
The rise in tiger numbers was in 
conformity with the average annual 
growth rate of tigers since, 2006. 
Madhya Pradesh saw the highest 
number of tigers at 526, closely 
followed by Karnataka at 524 with 
Uttarakhand at number 3 with 442 
tigers. It was a moment of pride for the 
country as it achieved its commitment 
to the St.Petersburg Declaration, much 
in advance to the 2022 deadline. 
Chhatisgarh and Mizoram saw a 
decline in their tiger numbers while 
tiger numbers in Odisha remained 
constant. All other States witnessed a 
positive trend. Viewed at the landscape 
level, all 5 landscapes showed an 
increase with the Central Indian 
landscape recording the highest 
increment. 

India has been estimating its tigers 
using a double sampling approach 
involving a mark-recapture framework 
to ascertain tiger numbers, which is 
being improved over time keeping in 
view advancements made in science. 
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During the 4th cycle, in sync with 
Government of India’s “Digital India” 
initiative, data was collected using an 
Android based application- M-STrIPES 
(Monitoring system for Tigers’ Intensive 
Protection and Ecological Status) and 
analysed on the applications’ desktop 
module. The, application greatly eased 
out analysis of a large quantum of data 
that was collected over nearly 15 
months involving survey of 
381,400sq.km. of forested habitats, 
522,996 km of walk by State Forest 
officials, laying of 317,958 habitat 
plots, totaling a human investment of 
5,93,882 man days. Besides cameras 
were placed in 26760 locations which 
gave a total of 35 million images of 
wildlife including 76523 images of 
tigers. Segregation of these images was 
possible in a short time because of use 
of artificial intelligence software. 

The intensity with which the exercise 
was conducted resulted in 83 % of the 
tiger population being captured 
wherein 2461 individual tiger 
photographs were obtained and only 

17 % of the tiger population was 
estimated using robust spatially explicit 
capture recapture statistical models. 

The Prime Minister also released report 
of the 4th cycle of the Management 
Effectiveness Evaluation of Tiger 
Reserves (MEETR) with Pench Tiger 
Reserve, Madhya Pradesh scoring the 
highest and Sathyamangalam Tiger 
Reserve, Tamil Nadu showing the 
highest increment in management 
since the last cycle for which the latter 
was awarded. 42% of the tiger reserves 
fell in the Very Good management 
category, 34% in the Good category, 
24% in the Fair category while no tiger 
reserve was rated Poor. 

Projecting tiger reserve as engines of 
growth was highlighted in the report 
released on Economic of Tiger Reserves 
which was jointly published by the 
NTCA and the Indian Institute of Forest 
Management Bhopal. The Prime 
Minister also released trailer of the   

documentary titled “Counting Tigers” 
to be aired worldwide on August 7.

 

6. INDONESIA 

 
Tiger that killed farmer in 
North Sumatra to undergo 
surgery 
Apriadi Gunawan The Jakarta Post, Medan / 
Thu, July 18, 2019 / 06:52 pm 

A tiger that killed a man in North 
Sumatra months before being captured 
on Tuesday is to undergo surgery on a 
leg hurt in a snare. 

 



 56.GTFNews 

North Sumatra Natural Resources 
Conservation Agency (BKSDA North 
Sumatra) head Irzal Azhar said the steel 
snare needed to be removed from the 
leg as soon as possible to prevent 
infection. 

 

A farmer was reportedly fatally attacked by a 

tiger at a rubber plantation in Siraisan, Ulu 

Barumun district, Padang Lawas, North 

Sumatra, on May 17. A week later, the animal 

attacked another villager, who was severely 

injured. (AFP/Gil Cohen Magen) 

“We’re preparing to conduct surgery to 
remove the snare from the tiger’s front 
right leg. The surgery is necessary so 
the wound can heal,” he said during a 
press conference on Thursday. 

The agency found the tiger alive on 
Tuesday in Huta Bargot subdistrict, 
Sosopan district, Padang Lawas 
regency, after it entered a trap the 
agency’s team had set. 

A farmer was reportedly fatally 
attacked by the tiger at a rubber 
plantation in Siraisan, Ulu Barumun 

district, Padang Lawas, on May 17. A 
week later, the animal attacked 
another villager, who was severely 
injured. The same tiger is also believed 
to have preyed on a pet monkey on 
July 10. 

Irzal went on to say the snare was the 
kind hunters typically used to catch 
boars. The tiger had stepped into the 
snare before it was finally caught by 
the BKSDA North Sumatra team, he 
said. 

“The tiger was already wounded when 
our personnel found it,” he added. 

He called on local residents to refrain 
from setting hazardous traps for tigers, 
since the animals were an endangered 
species. 

“The tigers are endangered. There are 
only six of them in Padang Lawas,” Irzal 
said. (rfa). 

Farmer arrested for alleged 
plan to sell Sumatran tiger 
pelts 
Apriadi Gunawan, The Jakarta Post, Medan / 

Mon, July 8, 2019 / 08:53 pm 

Mount Leuser National Park rangers 
have arrested a farmer, identified only 
as P, from Langkat regency, North 
Sumatra, for his alleged role in the 
trade of Sumatran tiger parts. 

The rangers confiscated three tiger 
pelts and a tiger skull. 
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The Environment and Forestry 
Ministry’s law enforcement head of the 
North Sumatra-Aceh office, Haluanto 
Ginting, said the suspect was arrested 
on July 1 after the rangers went 
undercover as a buyer of tiger organs 
at the Sogong crossing, Marike district, 
Langkat regency. 

 

 
A Sumatran tiger called Tila is pictured in its 

area at the Bioparco of Rome on March 31, 

2016. (AFP/Tiziana Fabi) 

“P was arrested when he was about to 
sell the tiger skin to Mount Leuser 
National Park rangers who went 
undercover,” Haluanto told reporters 
at his office over the weekend. 

Haluanto said P had planned to sell two 
tiger pelts for Rp 57 million (US$ 4,033) 
to pay for house renovations and to 
buy cattle.  

The investigation revealed that P had 
allegedly taken the pelts from tigers 
that were trapped within the national 
park's borders.   

Haluanto said the suspect faced 
charges under articles 21 and 40 of Law 

No. 5/1990 on natural resources and 
ecosystem conservation. 

“The suspect could face a maximum of 
five years in prison and Rp 100 million 
in fines,” Haluanto said, adding that 
evidence was sent and the suspect had 
been taken to the North Sumatra 
Police. 

Sumatran tigers could be saved 
through cultural approach, 
activist says 
THE JAKARTA POST Jakarta / Thu, August 8, 

2019 / 03:33 pm 

 

The Sumatran tiger is the only surviving tiger 

species in Indonesia. (Shutterstock/Steve 

Wilson ) 

Around 600 Sumatran tigers could be 
saved using a cultural approach. 

According to Antara news agency, 
UNDP Sumatran Tiger Management 
Unit – Tiger Project spokesman 
Hizbullah Arief said on Tuesday that 
local folktales prove that our ancestors 
lived peacefully with wild animals, 
including Sumatran tigers. 

Hizbullah said that based on Sumatran 
tiger conservation books, our ancestors 
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had no choice but to adapt to the 
environment, resulting in the solution 
of living side by side with wild animals. 

He explained that in most cultures in 
Sumatra, tigers were seen as a top 
predator in the food chain. 

Therefore, he suggested that the 
community and stakeholders 
comprehensively see the connection 
between culture and the efforts to 
increase the population of Sumatran 
tigers. 

Hizbullah shared examples of the tiger-
man myth in Kerinci, Jambi, and a 
tradition called Nganggah Harimau, in 
which the spirit of a tiger can be 
summoned  

He added that local communities 
respected the wild animals by giving 
tigers a nickname, such as silek 
harimau, datuk and ompunk. 

With that in mind, Hizbullah said if the 
cultures were preserved, it could help 
to solve the issue of the Sumatran 
tiger’s dwindling population. 

The Sumatran tiger is the only surviving 
tiger species in Indonesia. 

Sumatran Tiger Project national project 
manager Rudijanta Tjahja Nugraha said 
the endangered species currently lived 
in 23 forest areas, including 
conservation and non-conservation 
areas. 

Meanwhile, the Environment and 
Forestry Ministry's director general of 
natural resource and ecosystem 
conservation (KSDAE), Wiratno, said at 
least 3,000 traps were set by poachers 
posing a threat to wild animals, 
including Sumatran tigers. (jes/wng) 

Rare Sumatran tiger found 
dead in Indonesia 
News Desk, Agence France-Presse, Pekanbaru, 

Indonesia / Wed, September 26, 2018 / 09:36 

pm 

 

Gadis, a Sumatran tiger with one of her paws 

amputated, is seen at the Barumun Nagari 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Padang Lawas Utara, 

North Sumatra on November 24, 2016. The 

four-year-old tiger had her right front paw 

amputated after it was caught in a pig trap. 

(AFP/Gatha Ginting) 

A critically endangered Sumatran tiger 
has died after being caught in a 
hunter's trap on the Indonesian island 
of Sumatra, an official said Wednesday. 

Locals told the conservation agency 
that a female Sumatran tiger had been 
seen on Tuesday caught in a pig trap 
set by a hunter in Muara Lembu village 
of Riau province. 
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Officers immediately visited the 
location, but the tiger was gone. 

The next day officers scoured the area 
once again and found the tiger dead 
near a ravine, with rope from the trap 
wrapped around its belly. 

They believed the rope caused the 
animal's death. 

Local conservation agency head 
Suharyono said the death was 
especially regrettable because the tiger 

was an adult female expected to give 
birth to cubs. 

Sumatran tigers are considered 
critically endangered by the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. 

There are fewer than 400 Sumatran 
tigers left in the wild and 
environmental activists say they are 
increasingly coming into conflict with 
people as their natural habitat is 
rapidly deforested. 

 

7. PEOPLES’ DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF LAOS 

 
EU-funded project tackles 
wildlife trafficking 
(Latest Update July 16, 2019) 

The European Union has provided 8 
million euros to support a new project 
in seven countries including Laos, in a 
move to strengthen their governments’ 
actions to combat wildlife trafficking 
and forest crime. 

In Laos, the national launch event of EU 
action, titled Partners against Wildlife 
Crime, took place on Saturday at the 
Wildlife Rescue Centre in Ban Keun, 
Vientiane province. 

The Wildlife Conservation Society 
(WCS) in partnership with the Lao 

Conservation Trust for Wildlife (LCTW) 
launched the project at an event which 
was attended by representatives of the 
government, EU, German Embassy, 
UNDP and the diplomatic community 
in Laos. 

Attache at the Delegation of the EU to 
Laos, Mr Ignacio Oliver-Cruz, 
told Vientiane Times on Saturday that 
the EU-funded action is targeting seven 
countries in the Mekong region 
including China, with a total budget of 
8 million euros. 

“This action is looking at the supply 
chain of threatened species and 
working with different administrations 
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that are involved in tackling this issue,” 
he said. 

“The project will run for four years. It’s 
difficult to say how much of the project 
cost will be spent in Laos because there 
are many cross-border actions, but I 
think it will be over 1 million euros.” 

Mr Oliver-Cruz stressed that Laos is 
located at the heart of the Mekong 
region. It is a biodiversity hotspot but is 
a very fragile region and is witnessing 
an increasing amount of wildlife 
trafficking. 
The EU is supporting this initiative to 
combat wildlife crime and forest crime, 
aiming to disrupt illicit supply chains of 
wildlife in the region by leveraging 
partnership between governments and 
civil society. 

In Laos, the project will focus on 
strengthening the national hotline to 
increase the quality and quantity of 
intelligence and information on wildlife 
crime. 
Following verification and analysis of 
the information received, the project 
will support government partners in 
responding and taking action. 

Deputy Director of the WCS, Ms 
Manoly Sisavanh, said the main project 
activities in Laos would be about 
building the capacity of non-profit 

organisations and encouraging them to 
strengthen their cooperation to help 
the government tackle wildlife 
trafficking. 
“The project also aims to strengthen 
capacity building for government 
agencies to enforce the law relating to 
wildlife and aquatic animals,” she said. 

She explained that the project is 
designed to push forwards greater 
cooperation among countries in the 
region where this initiative is operated 
to fight against wildlife crime. 

In May 2018, Prime Ministerial Order 
No. 05 was issued to strengthen the 
management and inspection of 
prohibited and Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species CITES-listed species of wild 
fauna and flora in Laos and the 
implementation of CITES. A number of 
species frequently trafficked in Laos 
such as elephants, tigers, pangolins, 
and freshwater turtles are also listed 
and protected under Lao laws. 

The government also published a new 
penal code in November 2018, which 
expanded and strengthened the 
penalties for wildlife-related crime and 
offences. -By Somsack Pongkhao 

 

  



 61.GTFNews 

8. MALAYSIA 

 
Tables turned on poachers 
Monday, 29 Jul 2019, Star online, 12:00 AM 

MYT 

 
PUTRAJAYA: Two battalions of the 
police general operations force (GOF) 
have been directed to assist the 
Wildlife and National Parks 
Department (Perhilitan) in tackling 
poachers, especially those hunting the 
endangered Malayan tigers, says Datuk 
Seri Abdul Hamid Bador. 

The Inspector-General of Police said 
one of the battalions, comprising 500 
members, would be deployed together 
with Perhilitan personnel to patrol the 
forest. 

Another battalion, he added, would be 
put on standby. 

Both battalions are from Perak Senoi 
Praaq, the police unit made up mostly 
of Orang Asli. 

Speaking to reporters after the launch 
of the World Tiger Day 2019 
celebration here yesterday, Abdul 

Hamid said the police were committed 
to helping the Water, Land and Natural 
Resources Ministry in tackling the 
scourge of poaching. 

“I am assigning the task to the Senoi 
Praaq battalions because of their 
tracking skills and their familiarity with 
the forest surroundings,” he added. 

He said the police, apart from drawing 
up a standard operating procedure in 
facing threats from poachers, would 
train Perhilitan personnel in the use of 
firearms. 

This collaboration followed talks held 
recently to form a joint action force 
comprising the police and the 
Perhilitan to curb poaching and the 
sale of protected wildlife. 

Meanwhile, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd 
Ali named three tiger cubs born at Zoo 
Negara in conjunction with the 
celebration at the zoo. 

The Prime Minister’s wife, who is also 
the patron of Save Our Malayan Tiger 
Campaign, named the two male cubs 
Wira and Hebat, and the female cub 
Melur. 

Also present at the ceremony were 
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail as well as 
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Water, Land and Natural Resources 
Minister Dr Xavier Jayakumar. 

Dr Siti Hasmah also called for the 
people to work together to protect the 
Malayan tiger to ensure its population, 
which now stands at 200, would 
increase to 500 in future. 

According to official data, there were 
more than 3,000 Malayan tigers in the 
country in the 1950s. 

Dr Siti Hasmah said the Malayan tigers 
needed to be protected from 
extinction as the animal was featured 
in the nation’s coat of arms to 
symbolise strength. 

During the ceremony, she also received 
contributions amounting to RM1.33mil 
from private companies, NGOs, 

universities and schools including the 
Al-Bukhary Foundation and staff of 
ministries towards the Malayan tiger 
conservation efforts. 

World Tiger Day is celebrated every 
July 29 to inculcate public awareness of 
the importance of protecting, 
preserving and conserving this 
endangered species. 

At the event, the guests were also 
treated to a video of two groups of 
Malayan tigers — a pair of mother and 
cub as well as a female tiger with her 
three cubs — roaming in their natural 
habitat, which was believed to be a 
national park in Peninsular Malaysia. 

The exact location of the national park 
had to be kept secret to protect the 
animals from poachers. — Bernama. 

 

9. MYANMAR 

 
Cub Sightings Raise Hopes for 
Myanmar’s Tiger Population 
By LEI LEI 31 July 2019 

YANGON—Hopes for the survival of 
Myanmar’s endangered tigers have 
been cautiously raised thanks to the 
discovery of three cubs over the past 
five years in a wildlife reserve in 
Sagaing Region. 

In the course of a survey conducted by 
Wildlife Conservation Society-
Myanmar (WCS-Myanmar) over the 
past five years, photographs of three 
tiger cubs were snapped by camera 
traps in the Tamanthi Wildlife Reserve, 
which lies on the eastern bank of the 
Chindwin River, across from the town 
of Tamanthi in Hkamti District of 
Sagaing Region 
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“For around 15 years prior to 2015, the 
tiger population in Myanmar declined 
drastically. But fortunately, we have 
had three tigers born in the past five 
years,” WCS-Myanmar deputy director 
U Hla Naing told The Irrawady. 

“Tigers are important, because their 
habitat spans a large area, and we have 
to conserve large areas. Conserving 
tigers means conserving many related 
and different species and eco-systems 
at the same time,” he explained. 

According to WCS-Myanmar, the 
Tamanthi Wildlife Reserve is also home 
to such endangered species as 
Indochinese leopards, Indian 
elephants, bears and gaurs, due to its 
high level of biodiversity. 

Tiger habitats in Myanmar cover 12 
million acres, or 7 percent of the 
country, but due to armed conflicts, 
the recent survey only covered some 
10 percent of this area, according to 
Forest Department director U Naing 
Zaw Tun. 

“Tiger parts from head to toe are 
illegally traded. We hear they are 
traded in Mongla [in Shan State], but 
we have no exact data because we 
can’t go there,” he said. 

Northern areas including the Hukaung 
Valley and the Upper Chindwin area, as 
well as the Tanintharyi-Dawna 
mountain range in southern Myanmar 
are home to tigers. 

Tigers are protected under Myanmar’s 
Biodiversity and Conservation of 
Protected Areas Law. Those convicted 
of poaching, killing, hurting, collecting 
or trading tigers face three to 10 years 
in prison. 

International Tiger Day, created in 
2010 at the St. Petersburg Tiger 
Summit, is celebrated annually on July 
29 to raise public awareness and 
support for tiger conservation. 

Poaching of tigers’ prey, as well as 
illegal logging and mining in tiger 
habitats, hamper conservation efforts, 
according to WCS-Myanmar. 

 

10. NEPAL 

 
Shuklaphanta national park 
prides itself of 16 tigers in 
relatively small area 
Bhimdattanagar, July 29: 

Shuklaphanta national park which is 
spread over an area of 305 square 
kilometers is home to 16 tigers. 
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Although the park area is not sufficient 
in terms of the number of tigers it 
hosts, it is known as the protected area 
with the high density of tiger 
population in a small area. 

"Although the tiger's habitat is 
relatively smaller in terms of the area 
compared to the number of tigers 
found. There are many tigers here 
because of the adequate prey, " Park's 
conservation officer, Laxman Poudel, 
said. 

Shuklaphanta park also hosts the 
largest herd of the swamp deer in the 
world. The population of swamp deer 
is over 2,200. 

The Park organized a programme here 
to mark the 11th Tiger Day today 
where the speakers stressed on the 
need to protect the tiger. 

The number of tigers in the Park as per 
the census conducted in 2013 was 17. 
The population reduced by one. 

Poudel said although there are 
settlements around the park area, 
there is no human-wildlife conflict 
here. The Devidal battalion of Nepal 
Army is mobilized for minimizing 
poaching in the park. 

The government has already 
announced to double the tiger 
population by 2022 AD. According to 
the 2018 tiger census, its population 
has reached 235. 

A rally aimed at increasing public 
awareness on the importance of 
conservation of tigers and a street 
drama with the same message were 
organised in the Bhimdattanagar 
Bazaar today on the occasion of World 
Tiger Day. 

Last fiscal year, the ever -highest 
number of tourists from home and 
abroad visited the Shuklaphanta 
National Park. 

According to Park's chief conservation 
officer Laxman Poudel, 6,069 people 
visited the park in the period and of 
them, 5,740 were from within the 
country and remaining 329 were from 
abroad. 

Similarly, construction of artificial 
ponds for wildlife inside the park area, 
road improvement works and cleaning 
of natural water ponds have been 
undertaken. 

"The well publicity of the park is 
awaited at the national and 
international level. Geographically, it 
lies quite at a distant from the central 
capital Kathmandu and as we believe 
that the number of foreign tourists 
arriving here is not encouraging due to 
the same reason," he said. During last 
fiscal year, the park had collected 
revenue of Rs 8,623,000. (RSS) 

Tiger attraction draws higher 
score of tourists in Bardiya 
Rajapur, May 14: 
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With the rise in the population of 
spotted tiger, the inflow of tourists to 
Bardiya National Park, has witnessed 
an upward trend. 

Bardiya is being developed as a 
synonymous to tiger of late. 

Ashok Bhandari, assistant conservation 
officer of the national park, confirmed 
that the flow of visitors coming here to 
observe tiger and other endangered 
wild species has abruptly increased. 

"Most of the tourists come here to see 
tiger", Bhandari said, adding, 
"Especially tigers are visible in the hot 

season as the beast come outside for 
quenching water thirst". 

If the data of the National Park is 
something to go by, the preservation of 
tiger is the main achievement of 
Bardiya. 

As many as 22,000 tourists, including 
those from Nepali, foreign countries 
and SAARC nations have visited Bardiya 
National Park in th past 10 months. 

According to the latest information, 
Bardiya National Park has total 87 
spotted tigers. 

It may be noted that the tourism fair 
held in Berlin had declared Bardiya 
National Park as the first natural 
destination of Asia. 

 

 

11. Russia 

 
‘We share love for tigers’: Modi 
boasts of ‘special chemistry’ 
with Putin 
Published time: 4 Sep, 2019 09:39Edited time: 5 

Sep, 2019 09:31 

 

© Kremlin via REUTERS / Grigory Sysoyev; 

Global Look. Press / imageBROKER.com / 

Jürgen & Christine Sohns 
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said that a passion for protecting tigers 
is among many things he and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin have in 
common. The leaders are holding talks 
at an economic event on Wednesday. 

Modi said that he and Putin are 
kindred spirits of sorts, given their love 
of the outdoors and nature. “I know 
that he is a physically very developed 
person, he leads an active lifestyle, 
keeps himself in shape. I love it,” he 
told reporters on Tuesday, right before 
heading off for a trip to Russia. 

“He is also interested in the 
environment, wildlife, the underwater 
world, especially interested in the 
problem of conservation of tigers and 
so on. I’m the same by nature. 
Therefore, it is natural that many 
things connect us.” 

The bond reflects traditionally friendly 
relations between Russia and India, 
Modi said, adding that “we do not have 
a common border, but our souls are 
similar.” 

Modi has traveled to the city of 
Vladivostok in Russia’s Far East on 
Wednesday, where he is holding talks 
with Putin at the Eastern Economic 
Forum. The meeting’s agenda is 
expected to include trade and 
cooperation in space and defense, 
among other things. The trip “will give 
a new direction, new energy” to the 

countries’ ties, Modi said before the 
visit. 

Putin is known for steering the nation’s 
efforts to protect the Siberian tiger, 
which in recent years was brought back 
from the brink of extinction. Modi has 
also been lauded for programs aimed 
at increasing India’s tiger population. 

 
© Sputnik / Aleksey Nikolskyi 

Wild Leopard and Tiger Make 
On-Camera Debut in Russia’s 
Far East 
April 23, 2019 

 

leopard-land.ru 

Scientists in Russia’s Far East have 
spotted an Amur leopard and Siberian 
tiger within Vladivostok city limits for 
the first time, the Leopard Land 
conservation trust announced Tuesday. 

The wild cats were snapped by a secret 
camera trap at a national park in 
Primorye region which lies within the 
borders of Vladivostok’s urban district. 
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leopard-land.ru 

 

The photos show the tiger and leopard 
on the prowl with Vladivostok’s city 
lights gleaming in the distance. The 
beasts’ proximity to civilization and the 
urban jungle demonstrates how “we 
have an inextricable link with them,” 
Leopard Land employee Viktor 
Storozhuk said.  

“For many, leopards and tigers are 
simply animals living far away in the 
taiga,” Storozhuk continued. 
“However, these unique creations are 
very real and very close to us.” 

The camera trap in question is one of 
400 installed by Leopard Land 
researchers to monitor the animals’ 
health and behavior. The photographs 
of the leopard and tiger not only 
provide information on their wellbeing, 
but also show how the cats are 
Vladivostok residents. 

The Amur leopard came close to 
extinction in 2007 when its population 
fell to an all-time low of 30 cats. 
Scientists and researchers now believe 
that around 91 leopards and 30 tigers 
are living in the national park. 

 

4 Siberian Tiger Cubs Seen 
Playing in Rare New Video 
Footage 
Jan. 25, 2019 

 

Youtube 

A family of four Siberian tiger cubs has 
been caught on camera at a nature 
preserve in the Russian Far East, 
offering a rare glimpse into the 
reclusive animals’ family life. 

The Siberian tiger, also called the Amur 
tiger, is a protected species in Russia. 
Thanks to ongoing conservation work, 
its population in the country's Far East 
has grown from 330 tigers in 2005 to 
562 in 2015. 

Four cubs are seen nestling next to an 
adult Siberian tiger and playing on a 
hilltop in videos published by the 
Primorye region’s “Leopard Land” 
national park on Thursday. 

“For the first time, a phototrap 
recorded four young cubs of the 
[endangered] cat on video at once, 
showing their usual life, full of 
exploration, games and relaxing rest,” 
the park’s YouTube page said.  
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12. THAILAND 

 
Thailand is seeking to save its 
last few wild tigers 
By Daniel T Cross on January 23, 2019 

 
Indochinese tigers are on their last legs 

throughout their natural habitats. (photo: 

Wikimedia Commons) 

 

Indochinese tigers once roamed far 
and wide across much of Southeast 
Asia, but the striped predators have 
already been driven extinct in Vietnam 
and Cambodia. In Laos and Myanmar 
too, they are on their last legs, having 
been hunted into near-extinction by 
poachers who sell their pelts and bones 
on the black market. 

Thailand, where 160 or so Indochinese 
tigers still remain in the wild, is doing 
its best, though, to save the last few 
dozen wild tigers in the country. The 
Southeast Asian nation has just set up 
a tiger conservation center in the Huai 
Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, where 
local forest rangers will be trained to 
keep eyes on the critically endangered 
big cats and their prey animals like gaur 
and barking deer, which too have been 
decimated by hunting. 

The wildlife sanctuary, which lies in 
Thailand’s Western Forest Complex, is 
one of the last refuges of the country’s 
big cats, which have been driven from 
most other local forests over the past 
decades. 

The forest, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, remains home to around 100 to 
120 wild tigers. Of these, some 80 are 
within two local wildlife sanctuaries. 
“The western forest complex is our 
biggest hope,” stresses Thai tiger 
expert Anak Pattanavibool. 

Local rangers’ tasks will also entail 
stopping poachers and hunters in their 
tracks. Not that long ago teams of 
poachers at times killed up to 20 tigers 
within a matter of days by shooting the 
predators or by poisoning them with 
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animal carcasses packed with 
pesticides. 

Although protection measures have 
been stepped up in the forest complex, 
poaching remains an ever-present 
threat, local officials say. “We hope to 
be able to protect the western forest – 
one of the last secure habitats of the 
Indochinese tiger population,” says 
Thanya Netithammakul, director-
general of Thailand’s Department of 
National Park, Wildlife, and Plant 
Conservation. 

It isn’t just Indochinese tigers that are 
at grave risk of going extinct. The 
planet’s 4,000-plus wild tigers are 
increasingly embattled throughout all 
their ranges from Russia to Nepal. In 
India, whose Bengal tiger population 
remains relatively robust with around 
2,200 of them left in the wild, at 
least 429 tigers were killed by poachers 
in the decade between 2008 and 2018. 
Over the past few years hundreds of 
tigers in India have died from other 
causes as well. 

Back in the 19th century as many as 
100,000 wild tigers still inhabited much 
of Asia. Today the last remnants, a 
mere 4% of the number a century ago, 
are facing relentless habitat loss and 
other threats. The Wildlife 
Conservation Society has just warned 
that unless wild tigers are better 
protected everywhere, their days are 

likely numbered and they may go 
extinct in a decade. 

Population growth and increased 
urbanization are among the greatest 
threats to tigers in countries like India, 
where constant encroachment by 
people on tigers’ natural habitats is 
pushing the animals ever further into 
their last few pockets of forest refuge, 
the conservationist group says. 

“If we want a world with tigers, forests, 
and wildness to persist beyond the 
21st century, conservation needs to 
join forces with groups working to 
alleviate poverty, enhance education 
for girls, reduce meat consumption, 
and build sustainable 
cities,” stresses Joe Walston, WCS’s 
senior vice-president of field 
conservation. 

Thailand becoming hub for 
tiger conservation, honors 
rangers 

Thailand is becoming the hub in 
Southeast Asia for conserving the tiger, 
the endangered big cat that is fast 
disappearing in the wild, according to 
an international expert in tiger 
conservation.  Meanwhile, more than 
500 Thai rangers who risk their lives 
protecting the Kingdom’s forests and 
wildlife were honored in a ceremony 
marking World Ranger Day last week.  

The key to Thailand’s emergence as a 
leader in saving the tiger in the wild 
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will be the launch next year of a 
regional genetics database on the big 
cats planned and implemented in the 
Kingdom, according to Alan 
Rabinowitz, Chief Executive Officer of 
Panthera, a global non-profit 
organization devoted to conserving big 
cats, including tigers, lions, jaguars, 
snow leopards, cheetahs, cougars and 
leopards. 

Thailand is home to the last known 
breeding population of Indo-Chinese 
tigers in the region.  Just 3,000 or so 
wild tigers are left in the world, and 
about 200 are in Thailand.  Their 
numbers are still dwindling, despite 
efforts by government and private 
groups to protect and conserve them.  
Poachers hunt the animals for large 
paydays, selling them to the traditional 
Chinese medicine market and for other 
purposes, and they are annihilating the 
cats faster than they can breed. 

The lab and database will be importing 
in helping Thailand better understand 
its tiger population.  The information 
could be used to ensure that related 
tigers aren't released in the wild 
together to breed together, which 
could be damaging to the gene pool of 
the species, according to Salisa 
Rabinowitz, associate director at the 
American Museum of Natural History. 

“Thailand is ready [to become a 
regional hub while] other countries in 
Southeast Asia are not,” Salisa 
Rabinowitz said.  Unlike Singapore or 
Malaysia, Thailand has both the 
sizeable tiger population and a non-
commercial molecular lab, which 
means that data can be safeguarded. 

But Thailand must do more, Alan 
Rabinowitz of Panthera said.  “We have 
come to realize that what needs the 
strongest focus is more than good 
science, it is law enforcement - serious 
law enforcement,” he said. 

The dangerous work of enforcing 
conservation laws and battling 
poachers is the job of Thailand’s 
20,000-plus forest rangers.  More than 
500 of them were honored in a 
ceremony at Khao Yai National Park on 
July 31, World Ranger Day.  Last year, 
seven Thai rangers lost their lives 
fighting wildlife traffickers, and more 
than 40 Thai rangers have been killed 
by poachers since 2009, and 26 others 
were wounded, 23 of them critically.  
They put their lives on the line to guard 
411 protected areas in the Kingdom 
from armed gangs that slaughter 
wildlife and fell valuable trees and 
plants for profit. 
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13. VIETNAM 

 
Seven dead tigers found in car 
in Vietnam 
Agence France-Presse, Hanoi, Vietnam / Fri, 

July 26, 2019 / 06:46 pm 

A haul of frozen tiger carcasses found 
in a car in Hanoi has led to the arrest of 
a key wildlife trafficking suspect, 
Vietnamese state media said Friday, as 
the country tries to tackle a well-worn 
smuggling route from Laos. 

Nguyen Huu Hue, who is believed to 
have smuggled animals in from 
neighbouring Laos for years, was 
arrested Thursday with two other 
people after seven dead tigers were 
discovered in their vehicle at a parking 
lot, according to Cong An Nhan 
Dan newspaper. 

"Hue set up a company... which sells 
building material as a cover for the 
illegal trading of tigers and wildlife," 
Cong An Nhan Dan, the official 
mouthpiece of the Ministry of Public 
Security, reported. 

All seven tigers appeared to be cubs, 
according to photos of the seizure. 

It was not immediately clear if the 
dead tigers had come from the wild or 
from the many illegal tiger farms in 
Laos, which supply much of Asia's 
demand for tiger meat and parts. 

Police have previously busted several 
other members of the same wildlife 
trafficking ring, which has been running 
for several years from a central 
province which shares a border with 
Laos. 

Vietnam is both a consumption hub 
and popular smuggling route for illegal 
wildlife -- from tigers to elephant tusks, 
pangolins and rhino horn. 

Some of it is destined for domestic 
consumption in Vietnam, while the rest 
is smuggled on to China. 

Tiger parts are used for traditional 
medicine or jewellery in Vietnam, 
where the once-large population of the 
endangered cats has dwindled 
dramatically. 

Their bones are commonly boiled 
down and mixed with rice wine to 
make an elixir believed to treat arthritis 
and promote strength. 

The smugglers' arrest in Hanoi follows 
a record seizure in Singapore this week 
of nearly nine tonnes of ivory and a 
huge stash of pangolin scales destined 
for Vietnam. 

Hanoi has long vowed to crack down 
on the illegal wildlife trade, though 
conservationists say the black market 
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persists thanks to weak law 
enforcement. 

 

 

In this photo taken on July 23, 2019 seven tiger carcasses seized by police are pictured in Hanoi. A haul 

of frozen tiger carcasses found in a Hanoi parking lot has led to arrest of a key wildlife trafficking 

suspect, Vietnamese state media said July 26, as the country tries to tackle a well-worn smuggling route 

from Laos. (AFP/Nam Giang) 

Wildlife crime challenges 
Vietnam’s tiger conservation 
efforts 
Tuesday, 07/30/2019, 09:40 

Numerous challenges are facing 
Vietnam in its efforts to realise the 
commitment to doubling the number 
of wild tigers by 2022. 

 
A tiger found in a trafficking case (Photo: ENV) 

The country made the commitment at 
the Global Tiger Summit in Saint 
Petersburg city, Russia, in 2010. 

In April 2014, a national programme 
for tiger conservation until 2022 was 
approved with the aim of protecting 
tigers, their habitat and their prey so as 
to help curb the decline of the number 
of the wild cats and gradually improve 
their population. 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) said on 
July 29 that while wild tigers in 
Vietnam were less than five in 2016, 
the number of captive and trafficked 
has amounted to hundreds. 

In 2017 and 2018, the Education for 
Nature-Vietnam (ENV) surveyed 17 
private facilities and found that there 
were 296 tigers kept in the country, 
including 244 at private establishments 
and 52 at State-owned zoos and 
conservation centres. The number of 
captive tigers surged from 54 in 2009 
to 201 to 2017. 
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Meanwhile, skins and bones of at least 
228 tigers have been seized from the 
600 wildlife trafficking cases uncovered 
in Vietnam over the last 15 years. 

Trafficking rings are pushing the tigers 
to the brink of extinction, the ENV said, 
adding that in 2017 and 2019, it 
recorded 2,650 violations, including 
527 relevant to advertising, mainly on 
social networks; 19 involving the 
storage of tiger parts or products; and 
24 tiger smuggling and trafficking 
cases. 

Tiger-related violations were also 
continually discovered in the first half 
of 2019. 

ENV Deputy Director Nguyen Phuong 
Dung said she hopes authorities will 
strictly deal with those infringements 
so as to fight back wildlife crime, which 
is getting complicated in Vietnam. 

The International Tiger Day (July 29) is 
an occasion to improve the tiger 
awareness among people around the 
globe. Conservation organisations have 
called for joint efforts to protect tigers 
and say “no” to tiger products so that 
the feline will not face the same 
destiny as the Javan rhinoceros, which 
became extinct in Vietnam in 2010. 

Vietnamese crime syndicates 
target Thailand's last tiger 

Police investigating discovery of 
animal’s remains warn of organised 

crime threat to Thailand’s tiger 
population 

Rod Austin Thu 24 Jan 2019 06.01 GMT, Last 

modified on Mon 28 Jan 2019 16.53 GMT 

 

A picture found on a confiscated mobile phone 

shows a suspected poacher standing over a 

dead tiger in a forest in Thailand. Photograph: 

Freeland Foundation 

Thai authorities investigating the 
discovery of the remains of a wild tiger 
in a taxi have warned that organised 
crime gangs are behind the capture 
and slaughter of Thailand’s endangered 
tiger population. 

Police, acting on a tip-off from a cab 
driver, arrested two men suspected of 
being members of a Vietnam-based 
syndicate involved in the trafficking of 
animal parts. The tiger was found in 
their luggage along with mobile phones 
containing photographs of the animal 
being killed. 

“This gang has been removed as a 
threat, but we should be aware that 
whoever employed them may dispatch 
more hunters to kill our country’s 
tigers,” warned Petcharat Sangchai, 
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director of Freeland-Thailand, who 
provided forensic and analytical 
expertise in the case. 

Tigers are one of the most threatened 
species in the world, classified as 
endangered by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature, and trade 
in the species is prohibited under 
international convention. 

The investigation began in October 
after a local taxi driver became 
suspicious of two Vietnamese 
passengers he was transporting 
between the Thai provinces of Tak and 
Phitsanulok. He called police, who 
intercepted and searched the vehicle, 
discovering the skeletal remains. 

There followed a three month 
investigation which found that the two 
suspects were sent to Thailand by the 
syndicate to act as “sourcing agents”. 
They had travelled from Vietnam 
through Laos, before crossing 
into Thailand, a distance of 1,187km. 

Steve Galster, chair of Freeland 
International, said: “These were 
professional goons working for a 
criminal organisation in Vietnam. Their 
role was to bring fresh tiger skeletons 
back to their bosses. They did this by 
going to Thailand, contracting 
professional poaching guns-for-hire, 
providing them cash advances, then 
arranging to take the carcasses off the 

poachers and smuggle them back 
across borders to Vietnam.” 

Investigators found the pair had made 
contact with and employed poachers 
and were returning to Vietnam with 
the remains when they were 
intercepted. Further analysis revealed 
that the two had entered Thailand and 
Malaysia on previous occasions, 
believed to be for the same reasons. 

An examination of the suspects’ 
phones found images depicting the 
poachers bearing down over the dead 
tiger in a traditional Wu Song tiger 
fighting pose. Thai authorities are still 
trying to establish the identity of the 
poacher in the photograph, believing 
he and others are behind previous 
killings of tigers and other wildlife at 
the behest of crime syndicates. 

Petcharat Sangchai, a Freeland-
Thailand investigator, said: “We do not 
think this was the poachers’ first time 
in Thailand, and we have reason to 
believe they were planning to strike 
again.” 

It is strongly suspected that the 
arrested men were members of a 
Vietnamese crime syndicate that deals 
in tiger bones. 

The driver was rewarded by Freeland-
Thailand, which aims to protect 
vulnerable people and wildlife from 
organised crime and corruption. The 
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two arrested suspects are currently 
remanded in custody awaiting trial. 

In November, the Chinese government 
suspended a plan to lift the ban on the 
trade of wild tiger bones, which was 
likely to endanger the species further. 
According to the World Wildlife Fund, 
wild tiger populations have declined by 
over 50% in less than 50 years. 

China’s decision means that the use of 
tiger bone and rhino horn from captive 
bred animals will continue. The 
powdered bones are used for 
medicinal purposes in hospitals, and 
there is also a domestic trade in 
antique tiger products. The Chinese 
suspension will do little to reduce the 
activities of criminal syndicates who 
view wild tigers as a low-risk, high-gain 
financial option. 

The medicinal value of wildlife body 
parts in south-east Asian markets 
remains significant, at about $6bn 
(£4.6bn) a year. The trade is second 
only to the illicit drug smuggling 
market, according to statistics 
published by Crown Ridge Tiger 
Sanctuary. The sanctuary lists the value 
of various parts of a tiger to smugglers, 
with eyes worth $170, a paw $1,000, 
and powdered tiger bone fetching $64-
$168 a pound. “Tiger bone wine” 
fetches up to $30,000 a case. 

The remains found in the cab had a 
potential value of $20,000. 

 

Thai police and wildlife officers inspect a tiger 

skeleton at a police station in Nakhon Sawan 

province, Thailand. Photograph: Freeland 

Handout/EPA 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) run a 
number of programmes aimed at 
protecting and increasing the number 
of tigers with a view to doubling the 
world’s wild tiger population by 2022. 
They calculate that saving a single tiger 
and its environment protects 
roughly 25,000 acres of forest, which in 
turn sustains other wildlife and local 
communities. 

UK pledges £2.1m to save Asian tigers 
and African chimpanzees 

Rebecca May, WWF’s Asia programme 
manager, said: “The ruthless criminal 
gangs who ensnare and kill these and 
other endangered species, to supply a 
demand for their body parts, are part 
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of a global industry that’s worth over 
£12bn a year. 

“There are growing calls for change; for 
a seismic shift in consumer behaviour 
which drives this brutal trade, and for a 
crackdown on trafficking in wildlife 
parts – as well as an appreciation and 
realisation of the importance of big 
apex predators, such as the tiger, to 
the global ecosystem, in which we all 
live and depend on. 

“The future of wild tigers in south-east 
Asia remains precarious and we need 
strong political will to bring an end to 
organised crime, as the illegal trade is 
one of the biggest threats to tigers.” 

Globally, only an estimated 3,900 tigers 
are left in the wild, a loss of more than 
95% since the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

  



 77.GTFNews 

NEWS FROM NGOs 

1. NATIONAL TRUST FOR NATURE 
CONSERVATION (NTNC) 

 
First sightings: Snow leopard 
visually recorded for first time 
in Gaurishankar Conservation 
Area 
25 Jun, 2019 

 

After seven months of camera trapping 
in Lapchi valley, NTNC-GCAP has 
confirmed the physical presence of the 
Snow leopard (Uncia uncia) for the very 
first time in Gaurishankar Conservation 
Area (GCA). Three photographic 
evidences of the top mountain 
predator have been recorded in the 
Rhododendron-Juniper scrubland at an 
elevation of 4,087 meters, five 
kilometers from Lapchi village.  

Together with the snow leopard, the 
Asiatic golden cat (Catopuma 
temminckii) was also another of first 
records (photography) made from the 
same research. Sixteen species have 
been recorded in total; mammals: 
Leopard cat, Musk deer, Assamese 
monkey, Asiatic black bear, Tibetan 
sand fox, Red fox, Blue sheep, 

Himalayan serow, Himalayan goral and 
Yellow-throated marten; along with 
game birds: Himalayan monal, Satyr 
tragopan and Blood pheasant. 

In the year 2016-17, NTNC-GCAP 
carried out a reconnaissance survey of 
Snow Leopard in Numbur Valley. 
Report from the survey at the time 
showed potential of existence of snow 
leopards due to presence of many prey 
species and suitable habitat in the 
area. 

 
Camera trap image of the snow leopard in 

Lapchi 

 

Between October 2018 and April 2019, 
a research team jointly led by Mr. 
Bishnu Prasad Pandey, conservation 
officer at NTNC-GCAP and Assistant 
Professor Dr. Narayan Prasad Koju, 
NEC-CPS, Pokhara University along 
with Shankar Man Thami and Bijay 
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Bashyal installed eleven infrared 
cameras in Lapchi valley. Rigorously 
monitoring the valley on foot for 
possible evidence of the elusive cat and 
its prey base, eleven quadrates of 2 km 
by 2 km were overlaid for the 
biodiversity survey. In each quadrate, 1 
camera trap was set up by selecting the 
most ideal spot for photo/video 
capturing. Places such as Gobu Khola, 
Kukure Raja Danda, Lumnang, Samling, 
Thesing, Upper Thesing of Lapchi, 
which attracted higher proof for 
wildlife were selected for camera 
installation within the grids. With 
remarkable insights from the study 
from Lapchi in Lamabagar, the research 
team has now started installing camera 
traps in the Rolwaling region in 
Gaurishankar Rural Municipality, 
another area harboring similar snow 
leopard habitat conditions. Here, for 
the Rolwaling valley, 12 grids of 16 
square Km size are established and 
supplied with 12 pieces of infrared 
cameras. Professor Dr. Mukesh Kumar 
Chalise of Central Department of 
Zoology, TU is guiding the camera trap 
as consultant for Rolwaling valley. 

Lapchi village is a popular destination 
for Buddist pilgrims. Situated at the 
foot of Lapchi Kang mountain range it 
is decorated by meditation caves of the 
prominent Tibetan saint and poet 
Jetsun Milarepa, which surrounds the 
main monastery of Lapchi, Chora 
Gephel Ling. Animal sacrifice here is 

strictly prohibited and serves as a 
remarkable value for conservation. It 
lies in the northern part of Bigu Rural 
Municipality and the valley is 
surrounded by China border to the 
east, west and north. 

 
Research team installing camera traps during 

the wildlife biodiversity study in Gaurishankar 

Conservation Area 

 

The latest findings of the first concrete 
proof of existence of the top carnivore 
of the Himalayas in Lapchi have 
intrigued many wildlife enthusiasts 
both at home and abroad. As protected 
area managers, while sustainable 
management of natural resources is 
NTNC-GCAP's primary objective, its 
research focus and capacity continues 
to be integral. Apart from the ongoing 
wildlife biodiversity study in Rolwaling, 
a team of aquatic survey expert and 
GCAP staffs are also in Tsho-Rolpa 
glacial lake in order to collect data and 
study its aquatic biodiversity. Besides 
helping to better inform natural 
resources and habitat management 
interventions in the future, 
strengthening the study of these rare 
species will be important for 
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maintaining the areas ecological 
integrity. Success of the snow leopard 
and other wildlife will subsequently 

offer growth for community, livelihood 
and nature-based tourism 
opportunities.

 
Leopard cat image from the camera trap study 

in GCA 

 
Common leopard image from the camera trap 

study in GCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY – INDIA 

2 MONTHS, 1 WEEK AGO 

POSTED IN: FROM WCS-INDIA 

25th to 27th of June, 2019: WCS-India 
in collaboration with the Directorate of 
Forests, West Bengal and the Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau Eastern Region 
(WCCB, ER) organized a 3-day capacity 
building workshop at Gorumara 

Wildlife Division, Jalpaiguri in North 
West Bengal. The workshop was 
attended by 32 Forest Guards, Beat 
Officers, and Range Officers from the 
following wildlife divisions: Gurumara, 
Jaldapara, Darjeeling and Buxa. The 
training focused on building capacity of 
forest officers to understand the scale 
of wildlife trade, impacts of wildlife 

Snow leopards inhabit the mountains of Central Asia and the Himalayas and 
their global population in the wild are estimated to be less than 10,000 mature 
individuals, and declining. In Nepal, snow leopards are distributed along its 
northern frontier and thought to harbor only 300-500 individuals, making it an 
important range country. They are listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List and 
kept under Schedule-1 species by National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 
1973. In the past, snow leopards have been recorded in Khanchenjunga, Makalu 
Barun, Sagarmatha, Langtang, Manasalu, Annapurna, Shey Phoksundo, 
Dhorpatan and Api Nampa landscapes of Nepal. Prior to this study snow leopard 
presence in the Gaurishankar Conservation Area has been mostly limited to pug 
mark and scat identification. This is the first pictorial evidence of what is the 
'wonder cat'. 



 80.GTFNews 

trafficking, protocols to be followed 
during investigation, intelligence 
gathering, identification of animals and 
their parts in illegal trade and powers 
entrusted to the forest officers under 
India’s Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 

 

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. 
G.P Chetri, IFS, Chief Conservator of 
Forests Northern Circle and Mr. 
Subhankar Sengupta, IFS, Chief 
Conservator of Forests and Field 
Director, Buxa Tiger Reserve and Nisha 
Goswami, IFS, DFO, Gorumara Wildlife 
Division. The officers stressed on 
importance of higher conviction rates 
to deter wildlife crime and steps such 
as strong intelligence networks and 
proper filing of cases. and highlighted 
the role of such trainings in exposing to 
participants to deal with real life crime 
situations. 

Mr. D.P. Bankhwal, IFS, Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests and Chief 

Wildlife Warden (retd.) and Project 
Leader, Counter Wildlife Trafficking 
(CWT), WCS-India spoke about his 
experience in the Assam Forest 
Department and urged senior officers 
to be proactive in visiting the field. Mr. 
Agni Mitra, IFS, Deputy Director, WCCB 
(Eastern Region) kicked off the 
workshop by informing the participants 
about the objectives of the 3-day 
workshop. 

The participants were enthusiastic and 
interacted through all the sessions, 
reflecting their eagerness to protect 
wildlife. WCS-India is grateful to the 
Directorate of Forests, West Bengal for 
their encouragement and assistance 
provided to organize the workshop. 

Siliguri town in north Bengal provides 
easy access to Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Bhutan, and is a major hub for wildlife 
trafficking. The purpose of the 
workshop was to improve the capacity 
of local frontline Forest Department 
staff to overcome challenges in wildlife 
crime investigations and secure 
stronger convictions in their court 
cases. WCS-India hope such trainings 
will prepare frontline forest personnel 
to dismantle organized wildlife 
trafficking in the region and lead to 
more arrests and higher conviction 
rates. 
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3. WILDLIFE CONSERVATION TRUST (WCT) 
Monitoring Tigers Beyond Tiger 
Reserves 
 by Wildlife Conservation Trust | posted in: 

Blog |23 July 2019 

The slender, bony-white trunks of 
dhavda trees, standing out against 
their dark-barked neighbours, 
appeared unusually mottled. As the 
GPS guided us towards the centre of 
the survey grid, we found ourselves in 
the midst of a deafening chorus. The 
dark mottles on the pale trunks 
weren’t flakes of the barks, but 
cicadas. Hundreds of them, all males, 
buckling and unbuckling their torso 
muscles to blare out their love songs. 
We were on a forest trail in the 
Bawanthadi forest block in 
Maharashtra. From predatory robber 
flies to tiger and leopard scats, there 
were clear signs that this was a healthy 
forest, though not a ‘Protected Area’ 
with a national park or wildlife 
sanctuary tag. And that was exactly 
why we were there, with camera traps, 
mapping devices and other 
paraphernalia. 

 

Apart from facilitating gene flow 
across the tiger reserves, forest 
corridors in Central India also support 
resident populations of tigers. Photo: 
Wildlife Conservation Trust 

The Bawanthadi forest block, spread 
across the Nagpur and Bhandara Forest 
Divisions, spans across 600 sq. km. Vast 
swathes of this deciduous forest 
harbour a staggering diversity of 
insects, birds and mammals. But what 
makes Bawanthadi all-important is its 
location – the block forms a vital 
corridor connecting the Pench (across 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh) 
and Nagzira- Nawegaon Tiger Reserves. 
Genetic evidence and photographic 
records of tiger dispersal across the 
two tiger reserves have demonstrated 
that the corridor is functional, making 
it a high priority site for long-term 
monitoring and conservation. 

The importance of forest corridors 

Forest corridors like the Bawanthadi 
block are crucial to the survival of the 
tiger as a species. Most of the 
Protected Areas (PAs) in India are too 
small, and don’t harbour tiger 
populations that are ecologically, 
demographically and genetically viable 
in the long term. As tiger populations 
in PAs increase and coming-of-age 
individuals set off to find mates and 
establish territories, corridors enable 
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their immigration and emigration. Past 
study conducted by one of the authors 
using landscape genetics and remote 
sensing has conclusively proved that 
tigers disperse over distances as long 
as 600 km., underscoring the need to 
conserve corridors and adopt a 
landscape-scale approach to 
conservation. This is all the more 
important in the Central Indian 
Landscape, home to 30 per cent of 
India’s wild tigers, where none of the 
tiger populations are genetically viable 
on their own. 

The Tiger Task Force, in its first report 
(the original blueprint of Project Tiger) 
submitted in August 1972, was 
conscious “that maintaining a 
genetically viable population of tigers 
would require larger areas than the 
reserves and their contiguous forests 
provided.” 

Apart from facilitating gene flow across 
the tiger reserves, long-term data also 
confirms that Bawanthadi supports a 
resident population of tigers. The 
Wildlife Conservation Trust’s (WCT) 
monitoring efforts, using camera traps, 
have also thrown up some pleasant 
surprises. Despite anthropogenic 
pressures, the forest is home to elusive 
mammals including honey badgers, 
Indian wolves, striped hyaenas, and 
rusty-spotted cats – the smallest of all 
wild cats. 

What makes Bawanthadi all-
important is its spatial location – the 
block forms a vital corridor connecting 
the Pench (across Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh) and Nagzira-
Nawegaon Tiger Reserves. 

 

The proposed 325 sq. km. addition to 
the buffer zone of the Pench Tiger 
Reserve, if brought into effect, would 
bring a prime tiger breeding site under 
the protective ambit of the tiger 
reserve. Photo: Wildlife Conservation 
Trust 

Forest blocks like Bawanthadi, that link 
tiger reserves and facilitate gene flow, 
have immense potential to contribute 
to the conservation of the tiger and all 
the species that call tiger habitat home. 
The Tiger Task Force, in its first report 
(the original blueprint of Project Tiger) 
submitted in August 1972, was 
conscious “that maintaining a 
genetically viable population of tigers 
would require larger areas than the 
reserves and their contiguous forests 
provided.” Since then, the ecological 
situation in tiger land has become even 
more critical with rapid deforestation 
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and persistent resource 
mismanagement. 

If we succeed in maintaining the 
linkages to the green islands of tiger 

reserves with healthy corridors that 
offer safe passage to wildlife, and also 
have the potential to emerge as prime 
conservation sites, the storm clouds of 
extinction just might disappear.

 

4. WILDLIFE PROTECTION SOCETY OF INDIA 
(WPSI)

Tiger skin traders Sarju, Lala 
convicted 
29 August 2019 

Nagpur: Two notorious tiger skin and 
body parts traders Surajbhan alias 
Sarju Bagdi and Naresh alias Lala 
Sharma from North India have been 
convicted by a CBI special judge in New 
Delhi in a poaching case linked to 
Maharashtra. 

While Sarju has been sentenced to five 
years simple imprisonment with a fine 
of Rs10,000, Lala has been sentenced 
to three years and a fine of Rs10,000. 
In case of default, the convicts will 
have to undergo additional jail of one 
month and 10 days respectively. 

Sarju and Lala were dramatically 
arrested by a joint team of Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) and 
Maharashtra forest officials in Delhi. 
They seized cash Rs2.50 lakh and 18kg 
tiger bones from the duo. 

Both the convicts had links with 
international tiger body parts traders. 

They were to sell the material to 
notorious trader Suraj Pal alias Chacha, 
from whom cash Rs50 lakh was seized. 
Chacha died last year. 

Tigers Spotted for First Time in 
Madhya Pradesh's Kheoni 
Wildlife Sanctuary 
24 June 2019 

Dewas: Five tigers have been spotted 
for the first time in Madhya Pradesh's 
Kheoni Wildlife Sanctuary, some 110 
km from Dewas district headquarters, 
an official said Monday. 

A tiger, two tigresses and two cubs 
have been captured for the first time 
by the night-vision cameras set up in 
the sanctuary, Dewas Divisional Forest 
Officer (DFO) PN Mishra told PTI 
Monday. 

The streak of tigers was seen drinking 
water, he said, adding that vigil had 
been tightened across the sanctuary. 

As per the ENVIS (Environment 
Information System) Madhya Pradesh 
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website, the primary fauna found in 
Kheoni Sanctuary are cheetal, 
sambhar, blue bull, four-horned 
antelope, wild boar, barking deer, wolf 
etc. 

Kheoni sanctuary in Kannod tehsil in 
Dewas was established in 1955 and is 
spread over an area of 123 square 
kilometres. 

WCCB, forest and police 
officials arrests 3 smugglers of 
Royal Bengal Tiger parts 
10 June 2019 

As per sources from WCCB, a trap was 
laid to arrest the wildlife smugglers and 
they posed themselves as buyers of the 
Tiger parts. After a fixed dealing of 
selling the Tiger parts with an amount 
of rupees forty lakhs, the smugglers 
camped at here Pasighat were brought 
down to Ruksin gate (Assam-Arunachal 

boundary) where they were finally 
arrested by the joint operation team of 
WCCB, the forest department of Assam 
and Arunachal along with Jonai Police. 

The arrested smugglers are identified 
as Tajing Jomyang, 52 years from 
Kerang Village under Kaying PS in Siang 
District, Jobang Paro, 51 years from 
Ruksin, East Siang District and Tayi Jisi, 
47 years from Nari Lupo under Nari PS, 
Lower Siang District. As per Rituraj 
Doley, SDPO Jonai, Tayi Jisi is a cashier 
under RWD Department, Pasighat in 
whose car the dried parts of hunted 
Royal Bengal Tiger was transported to 
Ruksin-Jonai in packed cartoons like a 
normal marketed items to evade easy 
attention of police. Jonai PS Officer-in-
Charge, Ghana Kanta Borah informed 
that, case is being investigated and the 
case will be registered by the forest 
department under Wildlife Protection 
Act etc. 

 

5. WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA (WTI)
WTI- IFAW organises wildlife 
crime prevention training in 
Greater Manas for frontline 
forest staff 
Greater Manas, Assam, 21 June, 2019: 

With the rise in concern over issues 
related to hunting and trading in 
wildlife, the Wildlife (Protection) Act 
was enacted in 1972. Back then, it 

attempted to stop such practices in 
letter and spirit. This is understood 
with the fact that the Environment 
(Protection) Law was enforced in 1986, 
14 years later than the Wildlife 
Protection Act (WPA). Wildlife 
conservation was preferred over 
environmental protection. Such was 
the commitment by the then leaders of 
the country. However, 47 years down 
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the line, the effectiveness of WPA in 
curbing the instances of poaching is 
debatable. 

A wise judiciary proportions its belief 
to the evidence provided. Like any 
societal crime, so it is in wildlife 
offences despite laws to safeguard 
such bids. 

The conviction rates in wildlife offences 
are low in most of the states. Few of 
the reasons are witnesses turning 
hostile, courts taking little cognizance 
of such cases and poor documentation 
and case presentation by the 
department. WPA empowers the forest 
officials to participate in the 
investigation, recording evidence, 
seizures, arrests, etc. At the same time, 
these forest officials are not generally 
trained to do so. Such dichotomy leads 
to substandard documentation of 
wildlife crime related issues, and then 
in-turn weakens the prosecution. As 
the documentation remains weak, the 
defence has ample room for 
manipulation and distortion of facts 
and many a time the offender is 
acquitted. There is a pressing need to 
develop constructive evidence and 
systems that enable un-corruptible 
record keeping. One of the strategies 
on enforcement adopted by WTI is of 
upgrading evidence building skills and 
growing evidence and case 
management systems. 

WTI has been conducting training 
workshops for frontline forest staffs. 
The staff is trained on relevant sections 
of WPA, detection, evidence collection 
and, record statement along with mock 
drills. Such training help in 
strengthening the case in front of the 
judiciary. One of such training was 
recently concluded in Manas NP from 
June 18 till June 21, 2019.  A total of 10 
frontline staff from the three ranges 
participated in the training. This 
included Range forest officer, Foresters 
and Forest guard, selected based on 
their current job profile. The staff was 
handpicked to discuss the pertinent 
provisions of the law, fine tune the 
offence report skills and refreshing 
their knowledge base. 

“It is heartening to note that two cases 
registered in the trial court in 2018 
from Kuklong Range of First addition to 
Manas has attracted a very good 
judgement (7 years’ imprisonment and 
Rs 50,000 fine), probably the first in the 
history of conservation in Assam and 
the credit has been given to 
the training WTI has imparted” said Mr 
R N Boro, Dy Director, Manas T R today 
in his inaugural address. The Assam 
Amendment has increased the 
punishment of SC 1 wildlife offence 
from 3-7 years imprisonment to 7-10 
years and fine of Rs 50,000 maximum 
to 1 Lakh maximum in 2002. 

WTI, in partnership with state forest 
departments, has frequently been 
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involved in conducting such training. 
The recent convictions in Assam are 
strongly attributed to the efforts put in 
by WTI trainers and the forest officials. 
Such sentences are highly appreciable 

because historically, there have been 
very few. We expect the rate of 
convictions to go further up in the 
future because of such regular 
workshops and legal assistance.

  



 87.GTFNews 

TIGER MORTAILITY/SEIZURES STATSITICS 
OF INDIA, 2019 

S. No. Date Location Inside / 
Outside 

Mortality 
/ Seizure 

State Sex Age 

1 1/3/19 Pench, Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA Cub 

2 1/4/19 East 
Melghat, 
Chikaldhara 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

3 1/5/19 Kawal TR Outside 
TR 

Seizure Telangana M NA 

4 1/5/19 Kanha, Kisli 
Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

5 1/11/19 Amravati Outside 
TR 

Seizure Maharashtra NA NA 

6 1/19/19 Periyar Inside 
TR 

Mortality Kerala M NA 

7 1/19/19 Kanha, 
Kanha Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M Sub 
Adult 

8 1/20/19 Jim Corbett Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand M NA 

9 1/24/19 Mancherial, 
Mandanmari 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Seizure Telangana NA NA 

10 1/24/19 South 
Balaghat 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M Adult 

11 1/31/19 Ranthambor
e 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Rajasthan M Adult 

12 2/6/19 Sathyamang
alam, 
Bhavanisaga
r Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu M NA 

13 2/11/19 Satpura, 
West 
Pachmadi 
Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

14 2/13/19 Kaziranga,  Inside 
TR 

Mortality Assam M Adult 

15 2/21/19 Dindori Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M Adult 

16 2/22/19 Bhadra Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

17 2/26/19 Mahisagar Outside 
TR 

Mortality Gujarat M Adult 

18 2/26/19 Kanha, Inside Mortality Madhya M Sub 
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Kanhari Beat TR Pradesh Adult 
19 2/26/19 Kanha, 

Kanhari Beat 
Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M Sub 
Adult 

20 2/28/19 Pench Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

21 2/28/19 Balaghat Outside 
TR 

Seizure Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

22 3/3/19 Melghat Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Adult 

23 3/4/19 Jim Corbett, Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand NA NA 

24 3/6/19 Pench Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Adult 

25 3/6/19 Pench, 
Khawasa 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

26 3/7/19 North 
Shahdol 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

27 3/16/19 Nagarhole Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

28 3/17/19 Virajpet 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

29 3/17/19 Tipeshwar 
Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Adult 

30 3/22/19 Kanha Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

31 3/24/19 Nagarhole Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka NA NA 

32 3/27/19 South Kheri Outside 
TR 

Mortality Uttar Pradesh M NA 

33 3/29/19 Mudumalai 
TR 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu NA NA 

34 4/5/19 Megamalai 
Wildlife 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu M NA 

35 4/8/19 Madhya 
Pradesh,Obd
ullaganj 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

36 4/8/19 West Bengal Outside 
TR 

Mortality West Bengal NA NA 

37 4/11/19 Nagarhole Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M Sub 
Adult 

38 4/13/19 Tadoba Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Sub 
Adult 

39 4/14/19 Dudhwa Inside Mortality Uttar Pradesh NA NA 
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TR 
40 4/16/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 

TR 
Mortality Madhya 

Pradesh 
M NA 

41 4/17/19 Nandyal 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Andhra 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

42 5/4/19 Jim Corbett Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand NA NA 

43 5/7/19 South Seoni Outside 
TR 

Seizure Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

44 5/7/19 Pench Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M Sub 
Adult 

45 5/8/19 Melghat Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra M NA 

46 5/8/19 Kaziranga Inside 
TR 

Mortality Assam M NA 

47 5/9/19 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Outside 
TR 

Seizure Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

48 5/10/19 Valmiki Inside 
TR 

Mortality Bihar NA NA 

49 5/13/19 Majhganwa Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

50 5/19/19 Mudumalai Inside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu NA NA 

51 5/22/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

52 5/27/19 Jim Corbett Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand M NA 

53 5/28/19 Bandipur Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka NA NA 

54 6/8/19 Sariska Inside 
TR 

Mortality Rajasthan M NA 

55 6/9/19 Dhemaji Outside 
TR 

Seizure Assam M US 

56 6/17/19 Nagarhole Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka NA NA 

57 6/19/19 Bandipur Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka NA NA 

58 6/23/19 H.D. Kotte 
Range 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

59 6/26/19 Chandrapur 
Territorial 
Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

60 7/8/19 Chimur 
Range 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Cub 

61 7/8/19 Chimur 
Range 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra M Cub 
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62 7/8/19 Chimur  
Range 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra F Adult 

63 7/12/19 Bandipur Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

64 7/14/19 Wenlockdow
ns RF, 
Passions 
Valley Range 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu M NA 

65 7/20/19 Karbi 
Anglong 

Outside 
TR 

Seizure Assam NA NA 

66 7/24/19 Pilibhit Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttar Pradesh NA NA 

67 7/27/19 Bandipur Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka NA NA 

68 7/28/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

69 7/28/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

70 7/31/19 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

71 8/11/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

72 8/25/19 Maharashtra Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

73 9/13/19 Pench Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra M Sub 
Adult 

74 9/14/19 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Uttar Pradesh NA NA 

75 9/21/19 Jim Corbett Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand NA NA 

76 9/23/19 Bandhavgarh Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

77 9/27/19 Kaziranga Inside 
TR 

Mortality Assam M NA 

78 10/3/19 Ranthambor
e 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Rajasthan NA NA 

79 10/7/19 Tadoba Inside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra M NA 

80 10/17/19 Hasimara Outside 
TR 

Seizure West Bengal M NA 

81 10/17/19 Sanjay-Dubri Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

82 10/27/19 Mudumalai Inside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu M NA 

83 11/4/19 Kanha Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 
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84 11/6/19 Chandrapur Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

85 11/23/19 Megamalai 
WL Division 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Tamil Nadu NA NA 

86 11/26/19 Central 
Chanda 
Wamanpalli 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

87 12/4/19 Kanha Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

88 12/7/19 Maharashtra Outside 
TR 

Mortality Maharashtra NA NA 

89 12/9/19 Chhattisgarh
,Kishanpuri 

Outside 
TR 

Seizure Chhattisgarh NA NA 

90 12/10/19 Bandipur Inside 
TR 

Mortality Karnataka M NA 

91 12/11/19 Madhya 
Pradesh, 
Khawasa 

Outside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

92 12/15/19 Kanha, Kisli 
Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

NA NA 

93 12/16/19 Jim Corbett, 
Bijrani Range 

Inside 
TR 

Mortality Uttarakhand F NA 

94 12/18/19 Pench Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

95 12/31/19 Panna Inside 
TR 

Mortality Madhya 
Pradesh 

M NA 

Source: Tigernet.nic.in 
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CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 
Category A: Tiger Range Countries 
1. India, 2. Bangladesh, 3. Cambodia, 4. Nepal, 5. Bhutan, 
6. Myanmar, 7. Vietnam 
 
Category B: Non-Tiger Range Countries 
1. United Kingdom 
 
Category C: International Non-Government 
Organisation 
1. International Fund for Animal Welfare  
2. TRAFFIC International 
3. WWF International 
 
Category D: Honorary Individuals 
1. Keshav Varma 2. Anand Seth  
3. Andrey V. Kushlin 4. Tapan Kumar Dey  
5. Sivanathan T. Elagupillay 6. Yury Darman 

Category E: National Non-Government 
Organisation 
1. Ranthambhore Foundation, India 
2. Tiger Research and Conservation Trust - 
India 
3. Wildlife Protection Society of India 
4. Wildlife Trust of India 
5. Corbett Foundation, India 
6. National Trust for Nature Conservation - 
Nepal 
7. Wildlife Conservation Nepal, Nepal 
8. Centre for Wildlife Studies, India 
9. Wildlife Conservation Society – India 
Programme 
10. Wildlife Conservation Trust 
11. Amur Tiger Centre, Russia 
 
Category F: Associate Member 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Special invitee status: IUCN 
 

GTF FOCAL POINTS IN TIGER RANGE COUNTRIES 
Bangladesh: Md. Jahidul Kabir 
Bhutan: Tshering Tempa 
Cambodia: H.E. Chheng Kimsun 
China: Jia Jiansheng 
Indonesia: Indra Exploitasia 
India: Amit Mallick 
Lao PDR: Sousath Sayakoummane 

Malaysia: Hazril Rafhan Abdul Halim 
Myanmar: Tin Zar Kywe 
Nepal: Ram Chandra Kandel 
Russia: Olga Krever 
Thailand: Somphot Duangchantrasiri 
Vietnam: Vuong Tien Manh 
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FIELD COORDINATOR: ARUN KUMAR 
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GROUP-D STAFF: RAKESH SINGH 
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