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About GTF 

The Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is the only inter-governmental international body established with 

members from willing countries to embark on a global campaign to protect the Tiger. 

Utilizing co-operative policies, common approaches, technical expertise, scientific modules and other 

appropriate programmes and controls the GTF is focused on saving the remaining 5 sub-species of 

Tigers distributed over 13 Tiger Range countries of the world. 

The GTF was formed in 1993 on recommendations from an international symposium on Tiger 

Conservation at New Delhi, India. The first meeting of the Tiger Range countries to setup the forum 

was held in 1994, in which India was elected to the Chair and was asked to form an interim secretariat. 

In 1997, the GTF became an independent organization. Bangladesh was Chair twice followed by Nepal. 

India was elected as Chair in March 2011, replaced by Bhutan in 2014. 
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GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 

 

Contact us: 
Global Tiger Forum Secretariat, Arihantam, House No.200, Jor Bagh 

Road, Third Floor (Near Jor Bagh Metro Station) New Delhi - 110003, 
India. 

Tel:  +91-11- 43586287; Email:  admin@globaltigerforum.org;  
Website: http://www.globaltigerforum.org 

 
Follow us on:  

www.twitter.com/Unitedfortigers 
www.facebook.com/Globaltigerforum  
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Note: Grant/Donation to the Global Tiger Forum within India is tax exempted under section 80G of the 

Income Tax Act.  

DONATION TO GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 
 

Donation to Global Tiger Forum may be made through direct account transfer at following account   

Account Name: Global Tiger Forum 

Name of the bank: Bank of Maharashtra, Account No.: 020072263547 

IFSC Code: MAHB0001160, Swift Code: MAHBINBBCPN, BSR Code: 0231215 Bank Address: 01160 

New Delhi U.P.S.C., Shajahan Road, U.P.S.C. Delhi, Dholpur House, New Delhi-110011, India. 

or 

through Cheque or Demand Draft in favour of “Global Tiger Forum” Payable at New Delhi. 
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Note from the Secretary General 
 

 

he collaborative tiger agenda of the Global 

Tiger Forum, during 2018 included several 

engagements with Tiger Range Countries in 

South East Asia and South Asia. The contours of 

the same range from management planning for 

source areas to transnational appraisal of tiger 

status covering several range countries.  

“Security Audit” of 25 tiger reserves across India 

was carried out, based on a standardised 

protocol, in collaboration with the National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA), Government of 

India, and WWF India. The basic security 

normatives for in-situ tiger conservation require 

an ongoing appraisal by independent team. 

Hence, the said exercise would be useful for the 

NTCA to address gaps in field security.    

“Conservation Assured Tiger Standards” (CA|TS) 

is an innovative field tool is a collaborative tool, 

piloted by several partners, including the WWF to 

set minimum standards for tiger conservation in 

field formations. In the Indian context, the GTF 

along with WWF has carried out CA|TS in several 

states: West Bengal, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, 

Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh. The focus is 

on forest divisions peripheral to tiger reserves for 

course-corrections leading to tiger gene porosity.  

“Field Planning” is important for 

implementation. The Global Tiger Forum 

attaches much importance to conservation 

planning of source areas in TRCs. In collaboration 

with USAID and WCT, the draft Tiger 

Conservation Plan for Htamanthi Wildlife 

Sanctuary (Myanmar) has been firmed up and 

sent to the Myanmar Government. This 

comprises of a composite portfolio of exclusive 

tiger agenda, complemented by an aggressive co-

occurrence prescription for peripheral areas to 

benefit people and wildlife. Prescriptions have 

also been made for addressing gaps relating to 

policy as well as trans-national engagement.  

In India, the forum has been preoccupied in 

handholding 

several states in 

preparation of 

management 

plan of some 

protected areas 

and the Rajaji 

Tiger Reserve.  

Further 

engagements 

during the year 

include GTF Mission Visits to several TRCs, and 

country level delegations from South-East Asia 

visiting the Wildlife Institute of India for 

workshops.  The GTF implemented the same as a 

part of an ongoing collaborative project involving 

the USAID and WCT. The Transboundary 

consultative meet between India and Myanmar 

on illegal Wildlife Trade and Trafficking was 

extremely important and several useful 

recommendations were made by participants.  

A multi-agency IUCN-KfW supported study is 

ongoing for “High Altitude Tiger Appraisal”. This 

snapshot situation analysis is encouraging and is 

providing valuable insights for securing wild tiger 

future in hitherto unchartered high-altitude 

areas across Bhutan, India and Nepal.  

The U.S. Tiger University Consortium has 

concurred the list for the first batch of PhD 

students at Clemson and Auburn University. The 

GTF earnestly hopes to extend the same to all 

TRCs in the near future. 

 

Dr RAJESH GOPAL 
Secretary General 

  

T 

 
Dr. Rajesh Gopal 
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From the GTF 
 

Update on activities for strengthening in-situ 

conservation and protection of Asian Big Cats 

 
➢ Mission visits to Tiger Range Countries for 

appraisal of tiger status, including status of field 

protection (Malaysia, Bhutan, Thailand, Nepal, 

Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Russia)  

 

➢ Capacity Building and Knowledge Sharing  

Evolved 5 field manuals with support from the 

World Bank, under the aegis of the Global Tiger 

Initiative Council (GTIC), along with technical 

partners (Wildlife Institute of India, Global Snow 

Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program, 

Indian Institute of Forest Management, WWF, 

WCT), after intensive consultations with 

Tiger/Snow Leopard Range Countries. 

• Technical Guidelines for Habitat, Prey and 

Tiger Recovery across Tiger Range 

Countries  

• Protocols for monitoring Habitat Quality 

and Wildlife Populations (Tiger 

Landscapes) 

• Protocols for Monitoring Habitat Quality 

and wildlife populations in Snow Leopard 

Landscapes  

• Technical Guidelines for Habitat and Prey 

Restoration in Snow Leopard Landscapes  

• Valuation of Ecosystem Services from 

Tiger and Snow Leopard Landscapes  

(The above manuals are available on 

http://globaltigerforum.org/resources/) 
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➢ Reviewing progress of the Global Tiger Recovery 

Program (GTRP) as an implementing arm of the 

GTIC  

➢ Tiger Atlas and Action Tiger  

• Updating Global Tiger Atlas with inputs 

from TRCs for Tiger status  

• Updating “Action Tiger” with inputs from 

TRCs to reflect ongoing initiatives, 

achievements and gaps  
➢ Status of Tiger Habitats in High Altitude 

Ecosystems in Bhutan, India and Nepal 

As one of the world’s most powerful and 

charismatic icons, the tiger has tremendous 

potential for rallying support from diverse 

stakeholder groups and forging new multi-

sectoral partnerships to drive forward the 

sustainable development agenda in Asia.  

Most of the high-altitude areas, reportedly 

cutting across the tiger range habitats, have not 

been focused upon for carrying out an appraisal 

of an umbrella species like tiger, its prey and 

habitat. Therefore, it becomes crucial not only to 

make an appraisal of the presence of tiger, co-

predators, but it is also equally important to map 

the habitat, its potential and the corridor 

linkages for ensuring tiger gene porosity. As an 

umbrella species, tiger is an indicator of the 

“well-being of an ecosystem”. Hence, the status 

of tiger and its habitat in the high mountains, is 

critical to ensure ecosystem services from these 

landscapes.  

 

 

In this context, GTF, in partnership with the 

Governments of Bhutan, India and Nepal, along 

with technical implementing agencies, including 

WWF, Wildlife Institute of India, National Trust 

for Nature Conservation (Nepal) and Regional 

Centre for Tiger and Cats Conservation (Bhutan) 

is undertaking a situation analysis study for 

assessing tiger habitat status in high altitude 

ecosystems. The study has been supported by 

the Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation 

Program (ITHCP) of the IUCN and KfW. The teams 

from GTF and all partner agencies are reviewing 

existing data and conducting intensive field 

surveys at selected sites across the three 

countries, with a view to ascertain tiger 

presence, potential tiger habitats, prey, land use 

patterns and changes, and connectivity to other 

source sites within the landscape. The results 

from this study will be used to prepare a high-

altitude tiger action plan for Bhutan, India and 

Nepal. 
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➢ Regional Capacity Building across Tiger Range 

Countries  

In collaboration with the USAID and Wildlife 

Conservation Trust, the GTF field and technical 

teams have been assisting tiger range countries 

in South and South-East Asia through: 

• Visits of GTF technical missions to range 

countries  

• Conducting workshop on landscape 

management for frontline officials  

• Conducting workshop on countrywide 

tiger assessment  

• Preparation of a site-specific Tiger 

Conservation Plan for Htamanthi Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Myanmar  

• Organizing a bilateral consultation on 

addressing illegal wildlife trafficking  

The focus countries under the said collaboration 

are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, and Thailand.  
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➢ Conservation Assured Tiger Standards 

The GTF in 

collaboration with 

WWF-India is 

implementing the 

Conservation 

Assured Tiger 

Standards (CA|TS) 

assessment in the 

states of 

Chhattisgarh, 

Maharashtra, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. 

The sites are as follows: 

• West Bengal – 24 South Pargana Forest 

Division 

• Chhattisgarh – Bhoramdeo Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Guru Ghasidas National Park, 

Tamor-Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary, Kanger 

Valley National Park 

• Maharashtra – Bramhapuri Forest 

Division, Central Chanda Forest Division 

• Madhya Pradesh – North Balaghat Forest 

Division, South Balaghat Forest Division, 

Dewas Forest Division, Ratapani Wildlife 

Sanctuary, South Shahdol Forest Division, 

South Panna Forest Division 

 

 

➢ Security Audit of Tiger Reserves  

The Global Tiger Forum in association with WWF-

India and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) 

has conducted the Security Audit of 25 Tiger 

Reserves for the National Tiger Conservation 

Authority (NTCA), Government of India.  

This exercise is based on a validation study at 

Kanha and Satkosia Tiger Reserve that led to 

development of the Security Audit protocol and 

is now being used as the baseline document for 

conducting the audit in 25 tiger reserves.  

By regular evaluation of security status of the 

tiger reserve, manager of the TRs will be able to 

assess current status of enforcement efforts, 

assess gaps and undertake necessary field 

actions to enhance protection. 

The Security Audit exercise is being implemented 

in following Tiger Reserves:   

Navegaon-Nagzira , Tadoba , Melghat , Pench 

(Maharasha) , Pench , Satpura, Panna , 

Bandhavgarh , Sanjay Dubri , Rajaji , 

Ranthambhore , Mukundara Hills , Sariska , 

Corbett , Similipal , Biliguri-Ranganatha Temple , 

Sathyamangalam , Bandipur , Valmiki , Dudhwa , 

Pilibhit , Kaziranga, Sunderbans , Manas and 

Orang  
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➢ Management Plans of Protected Areas 

The GTF team has been assisting protected area 

management in India towards preparation of the 

Management/Tiger Conservation Plans of some 

Tiger Reserves, Wildlife Sanctuaries, and 

National Parks, such as Bor Tiger Reserve 

(Maharashtra), Rajaji Tiger Reserve 

(Uttarakhand), and 10 protected areas in 

Chhattisgarh: Barnawapara Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Bhoramdeo Wildlife Sanctuary, Gomarda 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Guru Ghasidas National Park, 

Kanger Valley National Park, Badalkhol Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Semarsot Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamor 

pingla Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhairamgarh Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Pamed Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 

Indo-Myanmar Transboundary consultation 

GTF Admin10/12/2018 

Under the ongoing USAID-WCT-GTF engagement 

for strengthening conservation efforts in Tiger 

Range Countries, a trans-boundary consultation 

between India and Myanmar on addressing 

illegal wildlife trade and trafficking was held on 6 

and 7 December 2018 at Hotel Royal Plaza, New 

Delhi. The meeting was attended by 

representatives from Indian and Myanmar 

Government agencies, including Nature and 

Wildlife Conservation Division (Myanmar), 

Myanmar Police, Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

(India), National Tiger Conservation Authority 

(NTCA), and Wildlife Institute of India. 

Additionally, senior officials from conservation 

agencies, such as WWF, WCS and TRAFFIC 

participated in the said consultation. 

The meeting focused on discussions pertaining to 

the latest bilateral MoU between India and 

Myanmar on combating timber trafficking, tiger 

and other wildlife conservation. Representatives 

from both the Governments agreed to expedite 

the signing of this MoU in order to formalize joint 

action on addressing illegal trafficking. The two-

day consultation included presentations on 

country level wildlife trade status, international 

ramifications, trans-border trade hotspots, 

modus operandi of wildlife crime, species 

recovery, and advanced technology for 

protection. 

Based on inputs from each agency, the Global 

Tiger Forum presented a set of 

recommendations highlighting immediate and 

long-term goals towards addressing wildlife 

trafficking and joint action between India and 

Myanmar, including development of a regional 

project for the Htamanthi – Naga Hills 

transboundary landscape. 

The participating agencies also proposed to 

develop an action plan for streamlining data 

sharing, species in trade and their recovery, gap 

analysis, multi-agency capacity building, and 

initiating a dialogue with the heads of state and 

concerned ministries for generating political 

towards reducing poaching and trafficking of 

wildlife. 
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Tiger Watch Programme 2018 
 

Under the aegis of the Ministry of External 

Affairs, Government of India, a Sub-group has 

been formed between India and Russia for 

cooperation on tiger and leopard conservation, 

which interalia involves exchange of officers to 

learn from field experiences of each other. In this 

context, the GTF organizes the “Tiger Watch 

Programme” in collaboration with the Wildlife 

Trust of India (WTI) and its international partner, 

the International Fund for Animal Welfare 

(IFAW). 

The programme which was initiated in 2005 as a 

learning and sharing experience for the Frontline 

Wildlife Inspectors of the Russian Federation 

where viewing a wild tiger is difficult due to harsh 

climatic conditions. 

This year’s orientation programme spread over 

12 days (from 6th February to 17th February, 

2018), and two officers from the Russian 

Federation, Mr. Evgenii Stoma, Deputy Director 

for Protection, State Nature Biosphere Reserve 

«Kedrovaya Pad» and «Land of the Leopard» 

National Park and Mr. Aleksandr Moskalskii, 

Inspector, Anyuiskyi Park Federal State 

Budgetary Institute “Zapovednoe Priamurie” 

participated in the programme. As part of the 

programme, they were exposed to field 

experience on tiger conservation, coupled with 

inhouse interactions with many Indian experts 

and managers involved in tiger conservation. 

 

Field Exposure (8th February to 12th February 

2018): 

at Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra 

To have a first-hand field exposure in tiger 

conservation in India and to facilitate exchange 

of views, experience and information at the 

ground level, the Russian team was taken to the 

Pench Tiger in Maharashtra state in Central India. 

Pench National Park or Tiger Reserve is one of the 

premier tiger reserves of India and the only one 

to straddle across two states – Madhya Pradesh 

and Maharashtra. On the Maharashtra side, the 

Pench Tiger Reserve has a core habitat area of 

257.3 km2 along with a buffer/peripheral area of 

483.96 km2. of the Mansinghdeo Sanctuary, 

making for a total protected area 741.2 km2 

Spanning over a total protected region of over 

1920 km2, both these tiger reserves are included 

in the Level 1,13,223 km2 (5,105 sq. mi) Tiger 

Conservation Unit – 31 (Kanha-Pench TCU). As 

per many experts, this area is considered as one 

of the most prime and critical tiger habitats 

remaining in Central India. The number of tigers 

in Pench Tiger Reserve has increased up to 56 as 

compared to 31 in 2016. There are 150 tigers in 

the Madhya Pradesh side of Pench Tiger Reserve. 

There is a record of 82 leopards in the Pench tiger 

Reserve in the Maharashtra part of the Reserve. 

 

Visit to the interpretation centre: 

The interpretation centre has both visual and 

audio aids for wildlife enthusiasts imparting 

knowledge on the flora, fauna of Pench Tiger 

Reserve and serves as a guide for those seeking a 

better appreciation and understanding of the 

various nuances of the jungle and its diverse and 

complex ecosystem. All the various exhibits are 

accompanied with a touch board kiosk that gives 

the visitor various types of information about the 

particular exhibit. It also displays information on 

the predator –prey relationship has information 

on the various species of animals and birds of the 

Pench tiger Reserve. 

 

Field activities on sign survey exercise: 

The Russian officers were trained on the 

patrolling on foot methods used by Indian forest 

officers in the Tiger Reserve. Training was 

imparted on pugmark detection and the 

differentiation between male and female 

pugmarks in the field. Historically, pugmark 
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technique has been one of the most popular 

ways of counting tigers. Each tiger is known to 

leave a distinct pugmark on the ground and these 

are different from the others in the big cat family. 

Photographs or plaster casts of these pugmarks 

are then analysed to assess the tiger numbers. As 

technology progressed, deploying cameras 

seemed to be the most obvious way of spotting 

tigers. Cameras are left in dense forests for 

several days to capture images of individual 

tigers. The officers were also trained on the 

detection of prey species in the scats of tigers 

found in the forest. The quantum and size of hair 

follicles present in the tiger scat indicates the 

herbivore species the tiger had preyed on. The 

Russian officers were also briefed on various field 

aspects related to forest ecology such as insects 

perforating teak leaves, morphology of plants, 

tiger paw identification in the forest and 

detection of antlers shed by ungulates which is 

used by porcupines for bone strengthening. 

 

 

 

Visiting hospitality training centre: 

The Russian officers visited the Hospitality 

training centre at Pench and were briefed on the 

training provided to reduce local villagers' 

dependence on forests and to bring down the 

incidence of man-animal conflicts 

 

Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF): 

The Russian Officers interacted with the Special 

Tiger Protection Force (STPF) personnel, which 

has been formed based on a recommendation by 

the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 

to protect tigers in the Pench Tiger Reserve. The 

officers have been trained for combating 

poaching and enabling intelligence-based 

enforcement, handling firearms and combat 

tactics. They patrol the forest on foot and check 

for electric wires and snares. STPF also provides 

support to the beat guards during emergency. 

  

Boat patrolling: 

The officers were taken on patrolling on boat in 

the Pench River in Pench Tiger Reserve. The 

officials of the Forest Department briefed that in 

an intensive operation conducted by the Forest 

Department on 20th July, 2017, 350 boats, 5000 

fishing nets were confiscated and around 2000 

fishermen were evicted from the Protected Area 

who were illegally residing and fishing in the 

Tiger Reserve. At present fishing is completely 

banned in the Tiger Reserve. 

 

 

13: GTFNews 



 

Anti-poaching exercises: 

The Russian officers were introduced to the 

various anti-poaching measures adopted in the 

Tiger Reserve. Anti-poaching towers are built to 

keep vigil on illegal activities in the forest area. 

The forest department has also built protection 

huts within the Tiger Reserves where frontline 

staff can stay and protect the forests. These 

protection huts can accommodate 40 people 

during meetings and accommodate 7 frontline 

staff for night stays. 

 

Flora and Fauna at Pench Tiger Reserve: 

The officers visited the various ranges of the 

Tiger Reserve and were given a scenario of the 

diversity of flora and fauna found in the Central 

India. Ecologically, Pench is categorized as a 

tropical moist deciduous forest. The fauna of the 

Reserve is represented by the tiger, leopard, 

dhole, jungle cat, small Indian civet, wolf, striped 

hyena, sloth bear, jackal, palm civet, porcupine, 

chital, sambar, nilgai and wild pigs. Reptiles here 

include the crait, cobra, vipers, keelback etc. 

There are over 280 species of resident and 

migratory birds have been recorded, including 

the red jungle fowl, thrush, babblers, swallows, 

larks, munias, shrikes, orioles etc. Most of the 

wild animals and birds inhabiting the Reserve 

were sighted during the visit of the Russian 

officers. 

 

 

 Exchange of information through Audio-Visual 

programme: 

The Field Director and Deputy Director met 

Russian Officers at Pench Tiger Reserve and 

briefed them on the conservation scenario of the 

Park and efforts undertaken by the Forest 

Department to protect tigers.  

 

The Russian officers presented the activities 

taken up by the Russian Government to conserve 

tigers. They briefed on the law and enforcement 

measures and the technological equipment used 

by the Forest department which has made the 

operational activities of the law enforcement 

department more and more efficient. Mr. Evgeni 

Stoma briefed on the various agreements in the 

Land of leopard such as the Agreement of 

Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian 

Federation within Primosky region (regional 

Police); Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian 

Federation within Khasansky region (local 

Police); Russian Federal Security Service Frontier 

Control Training Center; Frontier Control of the 

Federal Security Service; Far Eastern Railway 

OSJC etc. Meetings are also organized with 

employees of Administration of Ministry of 

Internal Affairs of Russia within Primosky region 

and Khansansky district as well as with federal 

Security Service of Russian Federation to improve 

the quality of work and prompt response to 

attend to emergencies. Through these efforts, it 

has been recorded that there is a clear tendency 

towards decrease of the quantity of both 

administrative violations and penal nature 

protection crimes in first half of 2017 on the 

territory of ‘Land of Leopards’ in comparison with 
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previous years. Weekly trainings are conducted 

among the inspectorial staff for upgrading 

legislative knowledge. The Russian Government 

has also adopted SMART program and conducts 

year wise analysis on the efficacy of the 

programme to reduce raiding activities. Russian 

Government also maintains violation database 

and also works towards reducing incidences of 

fire in the forest. The Russian Forest also takes 

appropriate steps to reduce the number of 

violations on the territory of national parks from 

the State Highway A189 Razdolnoe-khasan, 

running through the territory of ‘Land of 

Leopards’. 

 

 

In House Interaction (16th February, 2018): 

Interaction with WTI officers in WTI-HQ 

The Tiger Watch Programme concluded with a 

formal interaction of Russian delegation with 

staff members of WTI. CEO & Executive Director, 

WTI and the Russian officers shared their 

experience on tiger conservation efforts made 

both in Russia and India.  

 

 

Interaction with Secretary General of GTF 

The Russian officers visited the office of the 

Global Tiger Forum and interacted with Dr. 

Rajesh Gopal, the Secretary General and other 

staff members of GTF. They were briefed on the 

various conservation efforts of the 13 tiger range 

countries and the role of GTF to conserve tigers 

across tiger range countries.  

 

 

Interaction with Member Secretary National 

Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 

The Russian officers visited National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA), the statutory 

body of the Government of India dedicated to 

conservation of tigers. Established since 2005, 

NTCA has taken several pioneering initiatives for 

conserving the national animal of the country, 

the tiger. Mr. Debabrata Swain, Member 

Secretary, NTCA and the officers of NTCA 

interacted on the various conservation issues 

tackled by the Governments in India and Russia. 
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News from Tiger Range Countries 
 

 

Bangladesh 
 

 

Global tiger day being celebrated 

Asian Age Online, Published:  11:27 AM, 29 July 2018 

The International Tiger Day also known as Global 

Tiger Day is being celebrated in the country, as 

elsewhere across the globe, to raise awareness 

for conservation of the majestic big cat from 

extinction. 

The tiger population is declining alarmingly in 

Bangladeshi part of the Sundarbans, a world 

heritage site and the world's largest abode of 

tiger. 

This year, the 'Tiger Day' will be observed on 

Sunday. This day will be observed in Khulna 

nationally after Bagerhat district. The theme of 

this year's day is: 'Save the tiger, save the forest, 

protect the Sundarbans'. 

There were only 106 Bengal Tigers in Bangladeshi 

part, according to a tiger's census report of 2015. 

However, experts and Forest Department 

officials of Bangladesh are expecting an increase 

in the number of tigers in the world's largest 

mangrove forest as the activities of forest 

robbers and poachers in the Sundarbans has 

been declined. 

 

Number of tigers in Sundarbans to increase, 
hope experts 
With the decrease in the activities of forest 

robbers and poachers in the Sundarbans, 

experts and Forest Department officials expect 

an increase in the number of tigers in the 

world's largest mangrove forest. 

11:31 AM, July 28, 2018 / LAST MODIFIED: 12:23 PM, July 
28, 2018 

They think the tigers of the Sundarbans, the 

world's largest abode of the big majestic cat, are 

now well-protected and their movement is safe 

as the activities of forest robbers and poachers 

have decreased to a large extent following smart 

patrolling in the forest. 

As the Sundarbans tigers survive combating 

various natural disasters, there is no chance of 

their disappearance from the mangrove forest 

even if all the tigers get extinct from the rest of 

the world, said a wildlife expert. 

As part of the government's efforts to engage 

people around the Sundarbans, a Unesco World 

Heritage Site, in protecting the tigers, the 'Tiger 

Day' is being observed nationally outside Dhaka 

for the last two years. 

According to Forest Department officials, tigers 

are being surveyed in the Sundarbans through 

'camera trapping' for the second time. 

In 2017-2018, the images of tigers were captured 

installing cameras in different places under four 

ranges of the Sundarbans. Now, the work to 

analyse the captured images is underway. 

According to the survey conducted in the 

Sundarbans through the 'camera trapping' in 
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2013-2015, the number of tigers in the 

Bangladesh part of the Sundarbans is 106. 

In the Sunbarbans, every tiger, known as flagship 

species of the forest, identifies a 14-16 sqkm area 

as its home range for living and tigers roam 

almost throughout the forest. 

Forest officials 

said the activities 

of bandits and 

poachers have 

seen a decline in 

recent times 

following the 

introduction of 

smart patrolling 

which has 

ensured the safe 

movement of the 

tigers. 

However, the tigers have to face different 

climate-related phenomena like salinity, storm-

tidal surge and river waves, they said. For this, 

tigers sometimes invade locality. 

On January 23 last, a tiger, which entered 

Gulishakhali village in Morelganj upazila, was 

beaten to death by locals. 

Md Amir Hossain Chowdhury, forest conservator 

of Khulna region, said the forest robbers have 

started returning to normal life following regular 

drives of the Forest Department and law 

enforcement agencies. "As a result, the tiger is 

much safer in the Sundarbans now. No tiger was 

killed by any poacher in the Sundarbans in the 

last two years," he said. 

For the second time, the images of tigers have 

been captured through the 'camera trapping' 

method, he said. "Now, the analysis work is 

underway. On completion of the analysis, the 

number of tigers could be known," he said. 

Prof Md Anwarul Islam, WildTeam chief 

executive and a teacher of Zoology department 

at Dhaka University, said if all the tigers are lost 

from the rest of the world, there is lesser chance 

that they will become extinct from the 

Sundarbans. "The Sundarbans won't survive if 

the tigers don't survive," he said. 

He, however, underscored the need for ensuring 

food for tigers in the mangrove forest for their 

survival. 

The wildlife expert called for protecting deer in 

the Sundarbans 

and reducing 

the movement 

of people in it, 

suggesting 

building a 

forest-centric 

information 

centre for 

tourists. 

Dr Anwar said 

an adult tiger 

generally gives 

birth to 3-4 cubs a year. "If these tiger cubs can 

be protected, the number of tigers in the 

Sundarbans will be increased," he said, 

underlining the need for involving all to protect 

the majestic big cat. 

Mahmudul Hasan, divisional forest officer (DFO) 

of the Sundarbans East Division, said no tiger was 

killed by miscreants in the mangrove forest after 

2015. "There's no activity of any poaching gang 

in the Sundarbans as the Forest Department 

increased vigilance at the entries through which 

the poachers used to enter the forest." 

He said they installed cameras in every 5 sq km 

during the first survey and they took images of 

tigers this time installing cameras in every 2 sq 

km. 

Asaduzzaman Milon, former president of 

Sundarbans Management Committee and 

chairman of Rayanda union parishad in 

Sharankholaupazila, said several gangs of tiger 

poachers were active in several villages 

surrounding the Sunbarbans. "However, there's 

no activity of the gangs right now," he said.  

 
Photo: M Monirul H Khan 
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He said people are now much aware about the 

conservation of forest resources which led an 

end to the killing of tigers. 

 
Bangladesh must halt industrialisation in 
Sundarbans: UN 

Asian Age Online, Published:  04:34 PM, 31 July 2018 

Bangladesh must halt the industrialisation of the 

Sundarbans Reserved Forest, the largest 

contiguous mangrove forest in the world, says 

UN expert John H Knoxon. 

Stretching along the Bay of Bengal, the 

Sundarbans is considered one of the natural 

wonders of the world. 

It has been designated under the Ramsar 

Convention on the protection of wetlands, and as 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

"The accelerating industrialisation of the 

Sundarbans threatens not only this unique 

ecosystem - which hosts Bengal tigers, Ganges 

river dolphins and other endangered species - 

but also poses serious risks to the human rights 

of the 6.5 million people whose lives, health, 

housing, food and cultural activities depend 

directly on a safe, healthy and sustainable 

Sundarbans forest," said Knox. 

He made the remark in his last public statement 

as the Special Rapporteur on human rights and 

the environment on Tuesday, according to a 

statement UNB received from Geneva. 

Despite objections from UNESCO's World 

Heritage Committee and the International Union 

for the Conservation of Nature, Bangladesh has 

approved more than 320 industrial projects in 

the area, including the massive Rampal coal-fired 

power plant, bypassing requirements for public 

participation and environmental impact 

assessment. 

Last year, the High Court of Bangladesh directed 

the State not to approve any industries within 

the 10-kilometre buffer zone of the Reserved 

Forest. 

However, Government approvals have continued 

despite the decision, the statement reads. 

"The threat posed by untrammelled 

industrialisation of the Sundarbans is 

emblematic of the threats facing the 

environment around the world," the Special 

Rapporteur said. 

"Of course, the people of Bangladesh, like people 

all around the world, need to improve their 

economic well-being. But pursuing short-term 

economic gain in disregard of environmental 

costs is chasing fools' gold. Without a healthy 

environment, economic gains are 

unsustainable," Knox stressed.  

To have truly sustainable development, he said, 

it is critical to protect the environment. 

"And to ensure that environmental concerns are 

taken into account, governments must listen to 

the voices of those who are most affected by 

proposed industrial projects," he added. 

"Too often, the people who raise questions 

about development projects are ignored or even 

treated as enemies of the state. But really, they 

should be treated as the champions of 

sustainable development," the independent 

expert said. 

Mangrove forests provide benefits for clean air 

and water that extend far beyond their 

immediate location. 

"We all have an interest in the protection of the 

largest contiguous mangrove forest in the 

world," Knox added. 

"But even beyond that, the Sundarbans 

symbolises the choice facing all of us. Will we 

pursue development that respects human rights 

and protects the environment, or will we pursue 

industrial projects in disregard of their 

environmental costs, and end up with neither a 

healthy environment nor a healthy economy?" 

said the UN expert. 
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Bhutan 
 

 

NCD officials rescue Kabesa tiger 

Tshering Palden March 23, 2018 News 

The spotting of an adult female tiger in Kabesa, 

Thimphu on March 21 came as a big relief to the 

foresters of the National Tiger Centre (NTC). 

Officials say they have been searching for tigers 

in the vast forests of Royal Manas National Park 

(RMNP) to collar and study. 

Five foresters from the nature conservation 

division (NCD) rescued the threatened cat at 5am 

yesterday in the vicinity. 

NCD officials said the tiger weighed about 160 

kilogrammes. “It ate a goat carcass and drank 

well,” an official said. 

An official from NCD, Sonam Wangdi, said that 

the tiger would be kept under observation for a 

few days at the wildlife clinic at Taba, Thimphu. 

“There is no sign of injury physically, but we’ll 

have to conduct some tests to be sure,” he said. 

He said that it could likely be relocated once it 

becomes fit. 

NTC’s programme director, Tshering Tempa 

(PhD), who is also a senior Tiger Biologist, was on 

his way to Thimphu from Gelephu yesterday. 

“From preliminary information, we think it is not 

so old,” Tshering Tempa said. He said it was 

uncommon for a tiger to loiter around human 

settlement. 

Officials from nature conservation division said 

that the tiger was one of the tigers captured on 

camera in the forests between Sinchula, Dochula, 

and Chamina during the National Tiger Survey in 

2015. 

Foresters from the NTC said a three-year-old 

female tiger weighing 110kgs was caught and 

collared on February 9 at the Royal Manas 

National Park (RMNP). 

Locals said that Azha Tag (Uncle Tiger), as fondly 

referred to by Bhutanese, was a good omen. 

“Tiger represents authority and order, and 

witnessing such rare animals nearby villages is 

believed to be good,” a local resident said. 

Residents who saw the tiger shared pictures and 

videos on social media, which went viral in 

minutes, prompting some to caution against 

sharing the images as the cat could fall victim to 

poachers. 

A Changjeykha resident, Deki Seldron and her 

family, who moved to their new flat on March 20, 

saw the tiger on the way to work. 

Deki was driving in front, closely followed by her 

husband. When she saw the tiger, she was 

stunned. “I couldn’t do anything, I was shocked,” 

she said. 

Her four-year-old daughter was in the front seat. 

“She was very cool because she thought it was a 

pet,” the mother said. “She was eating sweet 

potatoes and said if the tiger wanted some sweet 

potatoes. She wants to see it again.” 

Another resident, Cheki, thought the tiger was 

crossing the road, but it paused for a while and 

looked at them. “It came very close to us,” she 

said. “My husband, seeing the tiger, honked from 

behind and it left the scene.” 

Meanwhile, Bhutan has more than 103 tigers in 

2015 according to the national survey 2015. 

The estimated range of credible numbers in the 

country was within 84 to 124. The country had 

around 78 tigers estimated in 1998. 

According to the report, Bhutan forms the critical 

tiger conservation area within the global priority 
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Tiger Conservation Landscape 37 for long-term 

persistence of the endangered cat species in the 

Eastern Himalayas. 

Bhutan collars Tendrel Zangmo 

Tshering Palden February 16, 2018 News 

A team of foresters and Bhutanese biologists 

radio-collared a tiger for the first time, a major 

milestone in the history of tiger conservation. 

The three-year-old female tiger weighing 110kgs 

was caught and collared on February 9 at the 

Royal Manas National Park (RMNP). 

National Tiger Centre’s (NTC) programme 

director, Tempa Tshering (PhD), said, “We were 

so overwhelmed that we even forgot to take 

pictures of the tiger. To mark this auspicious 

milestone in tiger conversation in the country, 

she was named Tendrel Zangmo.” 

Tendrel Zangmo (meaning auspicious omen) 

sends her location every hour through the Global 

Positioning System (GPS) collar. 

The tiger collaring team has been in the park’s 

forests looking for tiger signs and monitoring 

their movements for almost a month. 

“We imported trapping kits from the US and used 

humane ways of snaring the tiger,” said Tshering 

Tempa. “We tested them to confirm that the 

traps would not injure the cat. We had conducted 

several drills to prepare ourselves.” 

The whole collaring process lasted about 45 

minutes and she was released without any 

injuries. 

“We were a little nervous, but we are happy that 

everything went according to our plan,” Tshering 

Tempa said. 

The information she provides would be crucial to 

understanding tiger movement pattern, 

identifying key corridors, and mitigating human-

tiger conflicts. 

Tshering Tempa said that Bhutan is unique in that 

its tiger habitat is contiguous across the whole 

country and extends from lowland subtropical 

jungles all the way to subalpine forests. 

The highest altitude for tiger in the world was 

recorded in Wangchuck Centennial National Park 

at 4,400 metres above sea level. 

Tshering Tempa said that not much is known 

about the tigers in mountains. 

“With this exercise, we will be pioneers in filling 

this critical information gap in tiger science,” he 

said. “What is more satisfying is that it is a 

Bhutanese team that carried out the whole 

operation.” 
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The team consisted of officials from NTC, 

foresters from RMNP, Nature Conservation 

Division (NCD), and Sarpang forest division. 

Foresters call it a beginning of a new era of tiger 

conservation and monitoring in Bhutan. 

The tiger is an apex predator and an umbrella 

species, which means ensuring their survival 

allows many species to live and flourish in its 

large shared habitat. However, threats to these 

cats still exist in the form of killing for profit or in 

retaliation, destruction of habitat for industries 

or subsistence. 

Bhutan Foundation funded the collaring project 

as part of a long-term project to conserve 

Bhutan’s mountain tigers. 

 

World Wildlife Day focuses on tiger 
conservation 
Tiger conservation took the centre stage as 

Bhutan marked World Wildlife Day on Saturday. 

The day was observed in Dodena with the theme: 

Big Cats- Predators under Threat 

Tshering Dendup, Thimphu Mar 5, 2018 

Some 50 school students joined forestry officials 

for the event. They were briefed on wildlife 

management and importance of tigers in 

maintaining a healthy ecosystem. 

“Today, I learned that if we don’t protect tigers, 

the population of other wild species will grow at 

an alarming rate and harm the nature,” Sonam 

Rinchen, one of the student participants said. 

“I will share everything I learned about wildlife 

today with my friends and family,” he added. 

Tiger population have declined drastically 

worldwide over the decades. Loss of habitat 

remains a major threat to tiger conservation. 

Poaching remains another immediate threat. The 

growth in global illegal wildlife trade has seen 

tigers being killed relentlessly for their skin and 

bones. 

Human wildlife conflict also presents significant 

threat to the endangered wild predator. 

Bhutan is home to a little more than 400 tigers. 

“We had a trail walk and were briefed about four 

big cat species that we have in our country, and 

how we the students can help in tiger 

conservation,” Sejal Chhetri, another student 

said. 

“I want to share with everyone I know about how 

important the big cats are for our ecosystem. 

Without them, the ecosystem would be in chaos 

and our lives would be threatened.” 
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Cambodia  
 

 

Uncaging, saving tigers in the wild 

Agnes Alpuerto / Khmer Times, July 27, 2018 

The last record of tiger population in Cambodia 

was made in 2007, more than a decade ago. But 

the poaching and illegal wildlife trades have 

never stopped. 

This became Tiger Beer and World Wide Fund 

(WWF)’s motivation to push for an effective and 

highly feasible campaign to support tiger 

conservation. 

In celebration of the Global Tiger Day, Tiger Beer 

and WWF launched its partnership with Kenzo, a 

Paris-based fashion house, to introduce the 

“Rare Stripes” collection of t-shirts, sweatshirts 

and jackets that bear different designs of tigers. 

The designs are conceptualised by four emerging 

artists from Cambodia, Singapore, Malaysia and 

the United States. 

During the celebration on July 21 at the AEON 

Mall Sen Sok City, the public had the first look of 

the “Rare Stripes” during a short fashion show. 

But more than utilising fashion as a way to 

encourage more people, young ones especially, 

to join in the conservation of tigers in and outside 

Cambodia, it is the main goal of Tiger Beer and 

WWF to help double the world’s tiger population 

by 2022 through a six-year campaign called TX2. 

According to latest research, there are only as 

few as 3,900 tigers left globally, and they face 

daily threats of poaching and illegal trade. 

“Tigers are majestic and charismatic creatures 

and are considered as national treasure. This is 

the right time that we come together including 

tiger-inspired brands, Tiger Beer and Kenzo, to 

preserve this globally endangered species. We 

ask everyone to stand with us to protect tigers,” 

said Sean Teak, country director of WWF-

Cambodia. 

Tiger Beer Managing Director Roland Bala, 

echoed the same advocacy. “We want people to 

take action to save the wild tigers in Cambodia, 

our beloved brand icon. With the support from 

Cambodian government, we are working with 

our partners to raise global awareness and funds 

for endangered wild tigers.” 

The participation of the youth in this global 

campaign is very essential, Mr Bala added during 

the press conference. With this, several young 

artists were also invited to showcase their works 

of art – painting, photography, topography and 

sketches – to shine a spotlight on how the young 

generation, who probably haven’t seen a real 

tiger yet, views the threats to these wild 

creatures. 
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Peoples’ Republic of China 
 

 

2018 Global Tiger Day celebrated at 
Changchun Park 

Updated: 2018-07-03 (ejilin.gov.cn) 

The Northeast Tiger Leopard National Park 

Authority in Jilin province has organized the 

activities on the theme of "Running Tiger" at 

Changchun Park to celebrate the 2018 Global 

Tiger Day on July 29. 

Established in 2010 at the Saint Petersburg Tiger 

Summit, Global Tiger Day is an annual 

celebration that raises awareness for the 

conservation of tigers. 

These activities show the hard course of the 

actual protection of the Amur tigers and the long 

history of tiger culture in China. The organizers 

hope to encourage more people join in the 

protection and publicity of the Amur tigers and 

devote themselves to the protection. 

The WeChat emoji, based on the Amur tiger, was 

unveiled to the public for the first time on the 

same day. 

Furthermore, World Wildlife Fund and Intel 

Corporation signed a cooperation agreement on 

the project of artificial intelligence application in 

the endangered animal protection to strengthen 

the further cooperation among international 

organizations in the protection of endangered 

animals. 

 

Siberian tiger conservation skills contest 

held in Suifenhe, NE China 

(Xinhua)    10:54, March 06, 2018 

Tiger conservation experts examine a wild animal 

footprint during a Siberian tiger conservation 

skills contest in Suifenhe, northeast China's 

Heilongjiang Province, March 5, 2018. Twenty 

tiger conservation teams from China and Russia 

had competed in the contest in events including 

wildlife law enforcement, trap detachment, 

setting-up and debugging of infrared cameras, as 

 

 

The WWF and Intel Corporation signed a cooperation 

agreement on the project of AI application in endangered 

animal protection on the 8th Global Tiger Day celebration 

activities in Jilin province on July 29. [Photo provided to 

chinadaily.com.cn] 
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well as keeping record of the habitat 

environment. (Xinhua/Wang Kai)  

 

Tiger conservation experts set up an infrared 

camera during a Siberian tiger conservation skills 

contest in Suifenhe, northeast China's 

Heilongjiang Province, March 5, 2018. Twenty 

tiger conservation teams from China and Russia 

had competed in the contest in events including 

wildlife law enforcement, trap detachment, 

setting-up and debugging of infrared cameras, as 

well as keeping record of the habitat 

environment. (Xinhua/Wang Kai) 

 

 

 

India  
 

 

International Tiger Day: 2,226 out of 3,890 
big cats live in India 
Marked as an occasion to raise public awareness 

and support for tiger conservation, Global Tiger 

Day — also known as the International Tiger Day 

— will be celebrated on Sunday. 

By: Express News Service | Pune | Published: July 29, 2018 
6:33:30 am 

Marked as an occasion to raise public awareness 

and support for tiger conservation, Global Tiger 

Day — also known as the International Tiger Day 

— will be celebrated on Sunday. Srinivas Reddy, 

chief conservator of forests, Melghat Tiger 

Reserve, in a statement issued Saturday, said 

Bangladesh, Vietnam, Cambodia, India, Bhutan, 

Thailand, Indonesia, Laos, China, Malaysia, 

Russia, Nepal and Myanmar are among the few 

countries that have wild tigers. 

In India, the count of big cats is increasing 

constantly. In 2006, there were 1,411 tigers, 

which increased to 1,706 in 2010 and 2,226 in 

2014. Around 97 per cent of the world tiger 

population perished in the last 100 years and 

according to the latest statistics, only 3,890 tigers 

are left in the world, out of which 2,226 are in 

India. 

On the occasion of the International Tiger Day, 

walls of Amravati railway station are being 

covered with wildlife paintings, to create 

awareness about the importance of protection of 
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tigers. A new initiative to make people earn 

livelihood has been started by Melghat Tiger 

Reserve in eight villages near Dhyanaganga 

Sanctuary in Buldana district. 

Major threats to the tiger include habitat 

destruction, habitat fragmentation and 

commercial poaching for fur and body parts, 

which have simultaneously reduced tiger 

populations in the wild. Melghat Tiger Reserve 

was established in Maharashtra in 1972 when 

‘Project Tiger’ was launched. According to the 

tiger census, carried out in 2017, Melghat has 41 

adult tigers and 18 cubs. 

Forest officials are working hard to resolve the 

drinking water problems for wildlife and started 

constructing gabion structures, earthen dams 

and cement bandhara to conserve water for the 

big cats. Also water tankers are used to fill the 

artificial waterholes inside the forest in order to 

provide round-the-clock water to wild animals. 

The country’s first Wildlife Crime Cell has been 

established by the forest department at Melghat 

Tiger Reserve to stop the poaching of tigers and 

other wild animals. More than 50 poachers were 

caught from all over India in various cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Inter-state translocation project: Tiger 
shifting from Madhya Pradesh to Odisha  
In June, a 195-kg tiger was shifted from MP’s 

Kanha Tiger Reserve to Odisha’s Satkosia. Days 

later, a tigress was also relocated from 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve. 

Written by Sampad Patnaik | Bhubaneswar | Updated: 
September 5, 2018 4:26:41 pm 

In June, a 195-kg tiger was shifted from Kanha 

Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh to Odisha’s 

Satkosia in a pilot initiative to boost tiger 

population in the eastern state. Days later, a 

tigress was also relocated from Bandhavgarh 

Tiger Reserve. 

The shifting of both tigers is part of a project by 

the ministry and its statutory body NTCA, which 

aims to shift a total of six tigers — three males 

and three females. 

A melanistic or black tiger is a unique genetic 

variant within the species, with stripes broader 

and blacker than usual that sometimes 

completely covers the tawny hide. 

Asked whether the tiger translocation violated 

NTCA rules, the body’s chief and Member 

 

India has witnessed 63 per cent increase in the number of tigers between 2006 and 2014. (File) 
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Secretary Dr Anup Nayak said, “Raising this 

question is valid.” He said the decision to 

translocate the tigers was taken under the 

previous member secretary in September last 

year. 

He added that while there may be no melanistic 

tigers in Satkosia presently, the reserve is 

“loosely connected” to the Simlipal Tiger 

Reserve, where genetically unique melanistic 

tigers have been spotted as recently as May. 

A “loose connection” between two tiger reserves 

implies movement of big cats between those 

areas, according to scientists involved with the 

translocation. These scientists said that such 

inter-reserve movement is detected through scat 

(excreta) samples and pattern of killing prey. 

Therefore, introducing tigers from Madhya 

Pradesh into Satkosia may contaminate 

Simlipal’s unique tiger pool and violate NTCA 

protocol, they said. 

 “Melanistic tigers are nowhere else in the world 

outside Odisha. If they mate with non-melanistic 

tigers, the (former’s) unique genes may be lost,” 

said a former member of the National Board for 

Wildlife (NBW). 

Another former NBW member and 

conservationist Biswajit Mohanty confirmed, 

“Satkosia has a recognised corridor to Simlipal, 

which has a unique gene pool.” 

However, Dr K Ramesh, a scientist with the 

Wildlife Institute of India who attended the 

September meeting, said that “NTCA issued the 

Satkosia-Simlipal guidelines (on genetic 

uniqueness) based on a small sample study”. 

According to Ramesh, the melanism seen in 

Simlipal tigers is a morphological variation. 

Dr Sudarshan Panda, Additional Principal Chief 

Conservator of Forests, said, “People who are 

raising this issue are ignorant, who do not know 

genetics. Have these people seen tigers?” 

Last week, The Indian Express reported that 

villagers around Satkosia have threatened to kill 

the two tigers, fearing for their safety and 

livestock. Hundreds of villagers in the area have 

formed a group demanding removal of the tigers. 

 

 

 

 

 

MB2 being shifted from Kanha to Satkosia. (Photo: MP Forest Department) 
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Maharashtra: Tiger count set to rise in 
Melghat, 22 spotted 
“The survey, conducted by NGO Wildlife 

Research and Conservation Society (WRCS) over 

the past three months in these areas, has 

revealed presence of 22 adults, of which 21 are 

male,” said the official. 

Written by Vivek Deshpande | Nagpur | Published: March 
25, 2018 6:22:33 am 

THE Melghat Tiger Reserve (MTR) in Maharashtra 

is set to witness a significant increase in the 

number of tigers as compared to the last 

quadrennial Census of 2014. “The strong 

indicator has come in the capture of 22 individual 

tigers in a camera trap survey in the Territorial 

forest of East and West Melghat, which had a 

record of only nine tigers in 2014,” a senior forest 

official told The Indian Express. 

“The survey, conducted by NGO Wildlife 

Research and Conservation Society (WRCS) over 

the past three months in these areas, has 

revealed presence of 22 adults, of which 21 are 

male ,” said the official. 

The report of the survey is expected to be filed in 

a few days. The two areas constitute a total area 

of 240 sq km. While part of it is in the 2,700-sq 

km MTR core (about 1,500 sq km) and buffer 

(about 1,200 sq km) taken together, part is 

outside “In the same area, the WRCS had found 

nine tigers in 2014 and 2015, and 13 tigers in 

2016. 

“Each time, however, two individuals were 

permanent residents and others have been seen 

in the inside areas of core and buffer too, which 

means they could be transient tigers,” said a 

source. “Yet, since the number of tigers moving 

out has increased it means the number of them 

inside, too, may have gone up.” 

The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) is 

conducting a trap camera exercise, results of 

which are under compilation. 

“But, in the trap camera survey we had 

conducted in 2016, we found 41 adults and 22 

cubs in the core areas. Of them, 21 were male 

and 20 females,” said the official. 

The 2014, all-India tiger census had found 

presence of only 32 tigers in MTR. The number 

compared was significantly lower than the over 

44 tigers found in the 625-sq km Tadoba-Andhari 

Tiger Reserve (TATR). 

Another indicator of tigers feeling secure in the 

once notorious tiger-unfriendly reserve is the 

sighting of a tigress with four cubs in a buffer area 

on March 9. “It’s for the first time in the history 

of MTR that five tigers were sighted at one place. 

Tigresses here haven’t been sighted previously 

with more than two, and rarely with three, cubs. 

It’s a natural arrangement as tigresses undergo 

secretion of an enzyme called cortisol that 

restricts the offspring number to a secure level in 

areas they feel threatened,” he said. 

Melghat has seen some good rehabilitation, anti-

poaching and habitat development work in the 

past few years, which the officials attributed to 

the rise in the number of tigers. “In Akot division, 

for example, we are seeing a spurt in tiger and 

cheetah sightings. Such places were developed 

into meadows and have witnessed the return of 

preys and predators,” said the official. 

Team from India to help Myanmar 

conserve dwindling tiger species 

The team from India is presently collecting 

primary data to draw up a conservation plan 

with the eventual aim of creating a “protected 

area network.” Spread across 20,000 sqkm, 

Myanmar has the largest tiger landscape in the 
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world but its dwindling tiger population has 

been a concern. 

Written by Sowmiya Ashok | New Delhi | Updated: 
February 11, 2018 4:48:51 am 

A team from India is working on a conservation 

plan to preserve the last 30-odd Indochinese 

tigers in northern Myanmar’s Htamanthi Wildlife 

Sanctuary. Identified as a distinct subspecies in 

1968, these tigers have a smaller skull and body 

when compared to the Bengal and Siberian tigers 

and are distributed in Myanmar, Thailand and 

Laos. 

Like all other tiger subspecies, this one too has 

been classified by the International Union for 

Conservation (IUCN) as ‘endangered’ but “its 

status is poorly known compared to other tiger 

subspecies” and “the extent of its recent decline 

is serious, approaching the threshold for 

Critically Endangered”, says the IUCN website. 

The team from India is presently collecting 

primary data to draw up a conservation plan with 

the eventual aim of creating a “protected area 

network”. The team has members of the Global 

Tiger Forum (GTF), an international body that 

works for the conservation of tigers and which 

has the Dehradun-based Wildlife Institute of 

India (WII) as its India partner.  

Spread across 20,000 sqkm, Myanmar has the 

largest tiger landscape in the world but its 

dwindling tiger population has been a concern. 

GTF secretary general Rajesh Gopal, who earlier 

headed Project Tiger and the National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA), said conserving 

tigers “ties in with the climate-change agenda of 

a country” since “carbon is locked into tiger 

reserves ensuring climate change adaptation” for 

the country. “Myanmar too has demonstrated 

this and they are keen to retrieve the tiger 

population and draw up a national-level action 

plan for tigers,” he said. 

In January this year, a team from Myanmar met 

WII scientists in Dehradun and visited the Rajaji 

Tiger Reserve “to learn from India on how to 

increase the tiger density in a given landscape”, 

said Gopal. The GTF will also help Malaysia do a 

country-wide estimation of its tiger population 

and Cambodia with its attempt to bring back its 

extinct tiger population. Vietnam, on the other 

hand, “will wait and watch” to see how Cambodia 

fares, he said. 

 

Myanmar has the largest tiger landscape in the world but its dwindling tiger population has been a concern (Express 

Photo/Prashant Nadkar/Representational) 
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India and Myanmar are also negotiating a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) that will 

focus on the conservation of tigers, elephants 

and bio-diversity, specifically the problem of 

“illegal logging” in the area. 

India has signed bilateral agreements or held 

joint consultations on conservation with other 

neighbouring countries such as Nepal, Bhutan, 

Bangladesh, Russia and China. The ongoing All 

India Tiger Estimation 2018 will see coordination 

with Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh to estimate 

the territorial spread of tigers within the 

subcontinent. WII scientists said a simultaneous 

estimation would help avoid double-counting. 

With Russia, however, this engagement is 

particularly active. “Each year, at least two 

rangers visit us from Russia for about a week on 

a ‘Tiger Watch’ exercise and they take part in 

patrolling,” said GTF assistant secretary general S 

P Yadav, who was earlier with NTCA. “There are 

400 tigers in Russia but since the range is so vast, 

they are rarely spotted,” he adds, “so they have 

to make a trip to India to see tigers.” 

 

Royal Bengal Tigers spotted in three new 
locations in Odisha 

PTI Bhubaneswar, September 30, 2018 10:50 Ist 
Updated: September 30, 2018 10:52 IST 

The Odisha Government has said that Royal 

Bengal Tigers (RBTs) have been spotted in three 

new locations in the State. 

Forest and Environment minister, Bijayshree 

Routray said on Saturday that RBTs’ “presence 

have been reported” from Hemagiri forest in 

Sundargarh, Debrigad Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Hirakud and Munigada in Rayagada district. 

The minister said the presence of the RBTs have 

been confirmed from pictures captured in 

cameras installed in the forests. 

“There should be around 60 RBTs in Odisha. 

However, they were not earlier sighted at these 

three places. Tiger being found in Muniguda of 

Rayagada district is definitely good news,” said 

Routray. 

The official count as per the 2014 census is 40 

tigers in Odisha, said Sandip Tripathy, the 

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wild Life) 

adding that the current census by NTCA (national 

tiger conservation authority), Wildlife Institute of 

India (WII) and Odisha Forest Department is 

underway. 

“The result of the current tiger census will be 

available early next year,” Tripathy said. 

Meanwhile, the minister said the Forest 

department has been instructed to take steps to 

ensure safety of the tigers and maintain their 

habitation. 

“Our forests have huge potential and the 

population of Royal Bengal Tigers will definitely 

increase in future,” the minister said. 

The Centre and the State government had earlier 

a dispute over the tiger population in Odisha. 

Citing a 2016 report, the Centre had said that the 

state had 28 Royal Bengal Tigers, while the 

Odisha government claimed to be home to 40 

RBTs and 318 leopards. 
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The tiger census report of the State government 

was also rejected by the NTCA, which had put the 

number of big cats at 28. 

The counting of RBTs was done only in Shimilipal 

and Satkosia Tiger Reserves and could not be 

held in other places during 2016, forest officials 

said. 

 

Tiger man of India, Rajesh Gopal, says he is 
quite optimistic about tiger conservation 
Dr Rajesh Gopal has been closely associated 

with ‘Project Tiger’ in India for almost 35 years. 

As a former member of the Indian Forest 

Service, he was the director of several tiger-rich 

reserves in central India like Kanha and 

Bandhavgarh for over a decade. Currently, he is 

working as secretary general of Global Tiger 

Forum, an international body which highlights 

the rationale for tiger preservation, provides 

leadership and utilises a common approach 

throughout the world in order to safeguard the 

survival of the tiger. 

Pune Updated: Aug 09, 2018 15:17 Ist Ashish Phadnis, 
Hindustan Times, Pune 

Known as the ‘Tiger Man of India’, Gopal was in 

Pune to interact with the audience during the 

ongoing Wildlife Film Festival organised by 

Nature Walk. On the sidelines of the festival, he 

spoke to Ashish Phadnis about various issues 

affecting tiger conservation. Excerpts. 

As per the last tiger census in 2014, there were 

2,226 tigers in India. The latest census is yet to 

be announced, what is your view about tiger 

conservation in India? 

It will be too early to comment on the number as 

it will take six months from now to reveal the 

numbers. I feel we should not go by the numbers 

and feel quite optimistic about tiger conservation 

in India. The situation in east Asian countries is 

far worse. In Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, no 

tigers are left. Thailand and Myanmar are trying 

to protect the tiger, but there is a need to raise 

regional projects. Cambodia is asking for tigers 

from India as they want to revive the species in 

their country. But just taking a tiger won’t solve 

the issue, they need to develop a wider prey base 

and it needs special efforts. 

What should be the long-term planning for tiger 

conservation? 

There are several issues which are needed to be 

addressed. First is the sex ratio of tigers. If the 

number of male tigers increase, it’s not a good 

sign, they will eventually get wiped out. For a 

normal healthy sex ratio, there is a need to 

develop a systematic plan, where forests are 

interlinked, a safe corridor is provided for the 

tiger to migrate to another place. Another issue 

is cross border trafficking. The recent targets are 

elephants and rhinos and there is huge demand 

for tiger body parts. Bilateral agreement 

between countries is quite important and should 

be done on priority. There are talks about 

relocating tigers from one forest to another. But 

I don’t think it’s an answer for long-term 

development. It may be an immediate answer for 

addressing any regional issue. But it’s a 

superficial attempt. We need to arrest the basic 

issue. 

Big cat cheer in Dibang in Arunachal at 

3,630m 

By Roopak Goswami in Guwahati, Published 28.11.18 

Wildlife lovers have a lot to roar about after 

tigers were camera-trapped at Dibang Valley in 

Arunachal Pradesh at a height of 3,630m, the 

highest range in the Indian part of Eastern 

Himalayas for big cats to be found. 

Aisho Sharma Adhikari-Mayum, a research 

scholar, and G.V. Gopi, a scientist with Wildlife 

 

Dr Rajesh Gopal. (HT PHOTO) 
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Institute of India, have released the first 

photographic record of tiger presence at higher 

elevations of Mishmi hills in the eastern 

Himalayan biodiversity hotspot. 

The study (2015-17) was carried out by the duo 

in Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary and Mishmi hills to 

strengthen the ecological baseline information 

on tigers, co-predators and prey ecology. 

As part of this study, camera traps were laid to 

monitor wildlife in and outside the sanctuary 

area. A total of 108 camera traps were deployed 

in a 336 square km area inside and around the 

protected area. 

Two male tigers were captured on lens in Mishmi 

hills at 3,246m on May 29 and January 14 in 2017. 

One of the males was recaptured on camera at 

3,630m on June 7, 2017. 

The study says a total of 42 left-sided 

photographs of tigers recorded. 

After further image processing, 11 tigers, 

including two cubs, were identified. The study 

has been published in the current issue of Journal 

of Threatened Taxa. 

“Our study provides photographic evidence for 

the presence of tigers in the eastern Himalayas at 

3,630m, within the biodiversity hotspot,” Gopi 

said. 

“The immediate priority must be to ensure that 

the newly discovered population is protected 

and monitored to identify potential genetic 

uniqueness. Other promising areas should be 

surveyed to identify possible tiger presence. 

There is an urgent need for monitoring the tiger 

population in the northeastern hills range by 

assessing the functionality of corridors 

connecting local populations,” he said. 

Dibang wildlife sanctuary covers an area of 4,149 

sq km. It partially falls within the Dihang-Dibang 

biosphere reserve and mostly extends over 

Mishmi hills. The northern and eastern parts of 

the sanctuary are surrounded by China. The 

altitude ranges from 1,800–5,000m, and the area 

receives an annual rainfall of 2,500mm. 

The vegetation is broadly classified as temperate 

broad-leaved, temperate conifer and alpine 

forests. 
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Footage of Sumatran tiger family in Riau 
raises conservation hopes 

Gemma Holliani Cahya The Jakarta Post, Thu, August 2, 
2018 | 07:59 am 

Video footage capturing the lives of a family of 

Sumatran tigers in a forest in Riau has sparked 

hope of a better future in the country for the 

species. 

The footage was released by the Riau Natural 

Resources Conservation Agency (BKSDA) and the 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) to 

commemorate International Tigers Day on 

Monday.    

It shows how the tiger, named Rima, has given 

birth twice  ̵  to three cubs in 2015 and to four in 

2017. Rima lives in a forest in Riau with Uma, her 

male partner, and their seven offspring. 

 

 

A tiger camera-trapped in Dibang Valley in Arunachal 

Pradesh. Aisho Sharma Adhikarimayum and Gopi G.V. 
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Parts of the video show the mother tiger and her 

four new cubs pass a trap camera in the forest. 

The cubs look healthy and curious about their 

surroundings as they follow their mother 

through the forest. 

Tigers Alive Initiative head Michael Baltzer was 

quoted on the WWF website on Monday as 

saying the footage proved that tigers “could 

proliferate like cats” if they had a protected 

habitat, enough food and were not hunted. 

Sumatran tigers have been listed as critically 

endangered on the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature Red List since 2008. 

Accelerated deforestation in Sumatra, poaching 

and the rampant illegal trade have significantly 

decreased the number of Sumatran tigers across 

the island. 

In 1978, experts estimated the population of 

Sumatran tigers at 1,000. Today, the 

Environment and Forestry Ministry estimates 

that the Sumatran tiger population currently 

stands at no more than 600. 

The Riau BKSDA head said the rare footage was 

good news as the government was aiming to 

increase the country’s tiger population by 10 

percent. 

“It proves that Sumatran tigers can thrive in 

Sumatra. This shows a strong commitment by the 

government to save the tiger and its habitat,” he 

said. (ahw) 

 

Man arrested after death of pregnant 
Sumatran tiger 

Dyaning Pangestika & Rizal Harahap The Jakarta Post 

Thu, September 27, 2018  

The authorities have arrested a man in 

connection with the death of a pregnant 

Sumatran tiger after it was caught in a hunter's 

trap, an official said on Thursday. 

The man in question, identified only as E, was 

detained by the Riau Natural Resources 

Conservation Agency (Riau BKSDA) near the 

location of the tiger's corpse on Wednesday 

night. 
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The head of Riau BKSDA, Suharyono, said E was 

still being questioned as a witness. 

“He admitted that he had set up several traps in 

various areas,” Suharyono told The Jakarta 

Post on Thursday. 

According to Suharyono, E, who works as a 

security guard for an oil palm plantation, denied 

that he killed the tiger intentionally and said he 

used the traps to catch pigs. 

“I told E that he was supposed to wait around the 

trap to prevent other animals from being harmed 

if he actually wanted to catch a pig. If a tiger 

passed by, then he should shoo it away. What 

would happen if it was his kid instead who was 

trapped?” he said. 

The tiger, which was estimated to be between 

3.5 and 5 years old, was found dead with the wire 

from the trap wrapped around its belly. The 

autopsy report showed that the wire had 

ruptured the tiger’s kidney, which led to her 

death. 

The autopsy also revealed that the critically 

endangered animal was carrying two fetuses and 

was expected to deliver her cubs in two weeks. 

If the authorities name E a suspect, he could face 

5 years in prison and a Rp 100 million (US$6,708) 

fine as stipulated in Article 21 of Law No. 5/1999 

on the conservation of biological resources and 

the ecosystem. (ahw)

 

Lao PDR 
 

 
 

Lao Prime Minister’s Order Gives New Hope 
for Wildlife 

Posted on 04 June 2018 

Vientiane, Laos -- The new Order by Laos’ Prime 

Minister on the management and inspection of 

prohibited wild fauna and flora is a significant 

step forward in the fight against illegal wildlife 

trade, tiger and bear farms, poaching and 

transnational trade in endangered species, WWF 

said today. If it is strictly enforced, the Order 

could help Laos become a regional leader on 

combatting this multi-billion-dollar trade that 

threatens the extinction of species like tigers, 

elephants, pangolin and bears. 

Prime Minister’s Order No. 05 was issued on May 

8th, 2018 and directs Ministers, Heads of 

Ministry-Equivalent Organisations, the Vientiane 

Capital Governor and Provincial Governors 

across the Lao PDR to take strict action on wildlife 

law enforcement, compliance with national laws 

on the management and inspection of wildlife 

trade, and commitments to international laws. 

"WWF-Laos applauds this move by the Lao 

Government to seriously address the illegal 

wildlife trade that threatens some of the world’s 

most iconic endangered species such as tigers, 

elephants, bears and pangolin,” said Somphone 

Bouasavanh, WWF-Laos Country Director. "This 

is a great moment for the Lao PDR to show 

regional leadership in the fight against illegal 

international wildlife crime and also to keep Lao 

wildlife safe. If it is strictly enforced, this could 

mark a turning point for wildlife conservation and 

WWF stands ready to provide technical 

assistance to the Government of the Lao PDR."   

Specifically, the order instructs authorities to 

stop the hunting of all wild animals and the 

import, transit, export and trade of all wildlife 

body parts. It stops the establishment of wildlife 

farms and recommends turning existing farms 

into safari or zoos for conservation, tourism or 

scientific purposes.  

In addition, the order instructs the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry to work with other 

Ministries to register wildlife and wildlife 
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products owned by individuals and 

organizations. Ivory, bones and rhino horns, fake 

or real, should be inspected, seized and 

destroyed. Hunting weapons used in poaching 

should be collected and destroyed.  

The order further instructs officials to “strictly 

inspect and patrol along vulnerable areas, points 

of arrival and departure, special economic zones 

and other areas” Violators found trading or 

transporting prohibited wildlife are to be 

investigated and prosecuted. In addition, the 

Order requires agencies to crack down on the 

import of wildlife at international checkpoints 

and borders. 

Ministries are to proceed with the inspection, 

listing and stopping all business entities trading 

in wildlife parts “including bones, skins, horns, 

ivory, rhino horns, gallbladders, teeth, claws and 

other parts, and products and souvenirs that are 

made from animal parts at markets, hotels, 

special economic zones, tourist sites, airports, 

international checkpoints and other locations.” 

“Strict enforcement of this Order will have an 

incredibly positive impact on the wildlife of Laos 

and beyond, and make a bold statement that the 

Lao PDR is taking the threat of illegal wildlife 

trade seriously,” added Mr. Bouasavanh. “WWF-

Laos stands ready to support our Government to 

make it happen.” 
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Ministry mulls shooting poachers to save 
tigers 

Published: 30 July 2018 By Kenneth Tee 

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 — The Water, Land and 

Natural Resources Ministry is considering a 

shoot-on-sight policy against wildlife poachers to 

protect Malayan tigers. 

In a report by The Star Online, minister Dr Xavier 

Jayakumar said he was considering bringing such 

a policy for Cabinet review. 

“It might sound a bit drastic but if you want to 

save Malayan tigers, we have to take drastic 

action as well. 

“Such a policy, instituted in Nepal and Bhutan, 

has seen the number of tigers rising,” he said 

after attending the Global Tiger Day 2018 

celebrations organised by World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF) Malaysia yesterday. 

Dr Xavier also noted that a large number of 

poachers were foreigners from Indochina. 

He also said ministry officials would be instructed 

to convene a meeting between the Armed 

Forces, the police, Wildlife and National Parks 

Department (Perhilitan), as well as Maybank 

Foundation and WWF Malaysia to come up with 

several strategies to tackle the poaching issue. 

During the event, Perhilitan director-general 

Datuk Abdul Kadir Abu Hashim said a large part 

of the threat to tigers and Malaysian wildlife 

came from poaching snares. 

“Today, we can remove one but one month later, 

these snares are back at the same place. 

“They don’t discriminate and will catch anything, 

not just tigers,” Abdul Kadir said. 

According to its statistics, more than 2,890 

snares were destroyed in 479 operations 

conducted from 2014 up to this year. 

 

Heavier penalties for poachers, says Wildlife 
Department 

Published on 22 September 2018 
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 — Poachers who install 

and own snares will face more severe penalties 

when the Wildlife Conservation Act 2010 [Act 

716] is reviewed, says Wildlife and National Parks 

(Perhilitan) director general Datuk Abdul Kadir 

Abu Hashim. 

According to him, Act 716 would be amended to 

ensure that more severe penalties were imposed 

on poachers who use snares to kill or capture 

wildlife for profit. 

“This is a proposal to improve the legal provisions 

and to increase and enforce the punishments for 

the offenders involved. 

“The use of snares is a serious crime that can 

cause injuries and deaths of various species of 

wildlife while some were permanently disabled,” 

he said when met recently by Bernama. 

At present, individuals convicted of using snares 

could be fined not less than RM50,000 and not 

more than RM100,000 and imprisoned not 

exceeding two years. 

Abdul Kadir said the punishments were seen as 

not comparable with the deaths and fates of 

wildlife that was increasingly threatened by 

extinction due to the greed of the hunters. 

“We recommend that amendments to this act 

impose a longer jail term and a heavier penalty,” 

he said. 

However, the draft proposal to amend the act 

was still at the proposal level and would be 

presented to the Minister of Water, Land and 

Natural Resources Dr Xavier Jayakumar to be 

discussed before it is proposed in Parliament. 

Abdul Kadir said that from January to July this 

year, 26 wildlife species, such as tapir, sun bear, 

serow, sambar deer and deer (kijang) were found 

dead after being caught in snares. 

He said as many as 653 wire and nylon snares and 

bird nets were destroyed since the beginning of 

the year while 79 forest sites in the country were 

identified as the poachers’ area of focus. — 

Bernama 

 

Authorities arrest poachers, seizes Malayan 
tiger skins during raid 

Published on 06 July 2018 

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 ― Malaysian wildlife 

officers arrested six Vietnamese suspected 

poachers and seized a large cache of animal 

parts, including skins of the critically endangered 

Malayan tiger, during a raid this week, officials 

said today. 

Pieces of tiger skins, along with skins, claws, meat 

and other parts from protected bears, a leopard, 

serow goats and a python were recovered during 

the raid Wednesday on a workers' living quarters 

in the central state of Pahang. 

Six Vietnamese nationals, including two women, 

believed to be poachers targeting the Malayan 

tiger were arrested and remanded for further 

investigation. 

“This is the biggest raid involving tigers in 

Malaysia this year, worth half a million ringgit,” 

said wildlife department chief Abdul Kadir Abu 

Hashim. 

He said the poachers had killed three tigers. 

Wildlife officials later told AFP that one of the 

tigers was a cub. 

The species once roamed the jungles of Malaysia 

in the thousands but is now critically 

endangered, with fewer than 340 believed left in 

the wild. 

 

Six Vietnamese suspected poachers were arrested by 

wildlife officers today. — iStock.com pic via AFP 
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It is also the country's official animal, and 

depicted often on national emblems and its coat 

of arms. 

Tiger skins, prized as upscale home decorations, 

can be sold on the black market outside Malaysia 

for thousands of dollars. 

People found hunting protected wildlife in 

Malaysia can face jail time of up to five years as 

well as a fine of up to RM500,000. 

Wildlife trafficking watchdog Traffic Southeast 

Asia senior communications officer Elizabeth 

John said the find was “heart breaking”. 

“When you have so few, every single one is a 

massive loss. We don't have that many (left)” she 

told AFP. 

“They (the government) need to invest more in 

law enforcement if they wish to save a national 

symbol.” ― AFP 
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Group hopes to conserve endangered tigers 
in Myanmar 

Myat Moe Aung 31 Jul 2018 

Conservationists are hopeful that the country 

can conserve the two species of tigers roaming in 

the wild despite persistent threats from illegal 

wildlife traffickers. 

Myanmar is home to two species of tigers – the 

Bengal or Indian tiger and the Indochinese tiger – 

according to the Wildlife Conservation Society 

(WCS)-Myanmar.  

The government estimated that there are 80 

tigers left in the wild, while WCS-Myanmar 

estimates the number at between 50 and 100. 

U Hla Naing of WCS-Myanmar said that although 

the tiger population in the country is on the 

decline, the WCS has recorded tiger births in 

southern and northern Myanmar.  

The WCS-Myanmar noted that illegal hunting of 

tigers to meet the high demand for tiger parts in 

neighbouring countries can be a major obstacle 

to conservation.  

Tigers are also threatened by the decline of their 

food, called prey species, such as the gaur, 

sambar and deer, which are also favourite 

targets for wildlife traffickers, according to the 

group. 

“The tiger is an umbrella species for the 

ecosystem. The forest will not be a forest if the 

tiger is not there. It would be like a country with 

no king. The conservation of the tiger is very 

important for the environment and ecosystem,” 

U Hla Naing said. 

Tigers can still be found in the Upper Chindwin 

and Taninserrim-Dawna in Myanmar, according 

to WCS-Myanmar.  

Conservation groups, the Forest Department, 

German development aid group KfW, and others 

have set up camera traps in the Upper Chindwin 

River to improve the monitoring of tigers. 

Flora and Fauna International and the Forest 

Department are also conducting a joint survey of 

wildlife species in the area. 

Nearly 300 mammal species have been recorded 

in Myanmar, but a number of these have not 

been seen in recent years, including the 

Sumatran rhinoceros, Javan rhinoceros and 

Indian water buffalo. Two large mammals, the 

Asian elephant and tiger have been classified as 

endangered. 
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There are 47 globally threatened mammals in 

Myanmar, five critically endangered, 17 

endangered and 25 vulnerable species. 

 

 

 

 

Crackdown on Illegal Wildlife Trade Focuses 
on Yangon 

By Thazin Hlaing 9 October 2018 

YANGON — The Yangon regional government 

will take a tough line on the illegal wildlife trade 

including the selling of wildlife curries at 

restaurants, said U Thein Toe, director of the 

Yangon Region Forest Department. 

The forest department announced its plan to end 

illegal wildlife trade in the commercial capital in 

the last week of September, said U Thein Toe, 

adding that his department has “sufficiently” 

educated shops across the region about the 

negative impact of the illegal wildlife trade. 

The announcement came 11 months after the 

launch of a six-month nationwide campaign 

“Voices for MoMos” against the increased 

poaching of wild elephants in Myanmar. 

“Yangon is the main city and receives the most 

international travellers [in Myanmar]. Travellers 

come to Yangon both by air and by ship, so the 

illegal trade is higher compared to other cities,” 

U Thein Toe told The Irrawaddy. 

Handicrafts made from elephant skin and parts 

such as tails and tusks are sold in Yangon, 

Mandalay and at Kyaiktiyo Pagoda in Mon State, 

while most of them are smuggled into China and 

thriving wildlife markets in the Golden Triangle, 

where the borders of Thailand, Laos and 

Myanmar converge. 

 

A tiger roams a forest in Myanmar, as captured by a camera trap. Photo - World Conservation Society-Myanmar 
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Since last year, the department has been 

educating staff in souvenir shops at Bogyoke 

Market, shops at Shwedagon Pagoda, and 

restaurants that sell wildlife meat, he said. 

“Foreigners like things that are normally not 

listed on a regular menu, so we have warned 

restaurants that sell wildlife curries,” he said. 

Illegal wildlife trading is still rampant in Myanmar 

though the practice has been criminalized since 

1994. 

Myanmar’s Parliament passed the Protection of 

Biodiversity and Conservation Areas Law enacted 

in May, which prescribes harsh penalties for 

hunting and illegal wildlife trading as protected 

under Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES). 

The law carries a minimum of three to a 

maximum of ten year’s imprisonment plus a fine. 

Christy Williams, the country director of World 

Wildlife Fund Myanmar said, “We’re glad that 

Yangon has announced its new step. We are 

ready to help the government in enforcing the 

rule of law in the region. The next step is to end 

wildlife crimes across Myanmar.” 

The Myanmar authorities destroyed hundreds of 

seized elephant tusks, pangolin scales and other 

animal parts, worth a total of $1.3 million on the 

black market, last week in the administrative 

capital Nay pyi taw. 

Among globally threatened species, those found 

in Myanmar include the elephant, tiger, dolphin, 

pangolin, bear, python, turtle, banteng, takin, 

hairy-nosed otter, and so on. 

Myanmar Torches Illegal Wildlife Stockpile 
Worth $1.3M to Deter Smugglers 

By Reuters 5 October 2018 

YANGON — Myanmar authorities destroyed 

hundreds of seized elephant tusks, pangolin 

scales and other animal parts, worth a total of 

$1.3 million on the black market, on Thursday as 

part of a crackdown on illegal wildlife trafficking. 

Authorities set fire to pyres stacked with 277 

pieces of elephant ivory, 1,544 antelope horns, 

180 tiger bones and other confiscated items 

weighing more than 1.4 tons at a government 

compound in the capital, Naypyitaw. 

“It is crucial to sustainably conserve our country’s 

natural resources, including land, water, forest, 

mountains and wildlife, for the sake of our future 

generations,” Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Conservation U Ohn Win said 

during the ceremony. 

Myanmar, which lies in the notorious “Golden 

Triangle” region bordering Thailand and Laos, is 

at the heart of the global trade in illicit wildlife, 

with goods smuggled mostly to China. 

A report by conservation group Save the 

Elephants this week said China’s recent ban on 

the ivory trade had done little to stop the “prolific 

growth” in trade in the Myanmar-China border 

town of Mong La, where there has been a 60 

percent growth in new ivory items seen for sale 

in the past three years. 

 

 

Nepal 
 

 

 

Tiger conservation gets tougher 

Published: July 28, 2018   

CHITWAN: Conservation of Royal Bengal Tiger 

(Pate Bagh) has become more challenging 

because of increasing encroachment and 
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unregulated activities of locals at the Chitwan 

National Park (CNP), a habitat to 140 of the 

endangered wild cats, stakeholders say. 

Chief Conservation Officer at the CNP, Bed Kumar 

Dhakal stated that the conservation of the 

endangered wild animal was becoming more 

challenging due to increasing human population 

and wanton encroachment on forests and the 

buffer zones. 

Dhakal shared that the tigers in CNP sometimes 

were tracked in the Parsa National Park and the 

Balmiki Tiger Reserves in the neighbouring areas 

in search of spacious habitat. 

Moreover, unregulated activities of locals in 

buffer zones such as fishing, fern picking, cutting 

Bumbershoot and uncontrolled invasion by wild 

weeds such as Mikania among others are also 

posing threat to the depletion of water sources 

and decrease of carnivore wildlife making the 

protection of the wild cats tougher. 

Narrowing habitat, fragmentation of forest, 

poaching, illegal trade, lack of institutional 

structure, shortage of competent human 

resource, lack of scientific research and study 

and short of effective monitoring among others 

are the challenges for tiger conservation of late, 

shared CNP’s former Chief Conservation Officer 

Shivaraj Bhatta. 

Chitwan National Park, including the buffer zone, 

sprawls across 1,300 square kilometres. 

Dr Chiranjivi Pokharel, a tiger specialist at the 

National Trust for Nature Conservation’s Central 

Zoo, opined that the loss of habitat, poaching and 

smuggling of the body parts of the wild animals 

and depleting food were the major challenges 

facing tiger conservation. 

Dr Pokharel shared the Royal Bengal Tiger is 

found across 13 countries across the globe and 

among the 9 species, three have already gone 

extinct. He strongly voiced for effective 

coordination of efforts for the conservation of 

the tiger from one and all concerned agencies in 

coming days. 

Nepal had counted 198 tigers in 2013 Survey. 

Among them, the highest numbers (120) were 

found in Chitwan National Park, 50 in Bardiya 

National Park, four in Banke National Park, seven 

in Parsa National Park and 17 in Shuklaphanta 

National Park. 

 

Hope raised for recovery of tiger population 
NEPAL SUCCESS ATTRIBUTED TO ITS STRATEGY 

OF ENLISTING COMMUNITY GROUPS TO 

PROTECT THE BIG CAT 

Published: October 31, 2018  Agence France Presse 

Bardia, October 30: Chayan Kumar Chaudhary 

flicked through photographs captured on a 

hidden camera in the jungle, hoping his favourite 

big cat — dubbed “selfie tiger” for its love of the 

limelight — had made another appearance. 

Thousands of camera traps have helped 

conservationists track Nepal’s wild tiger 

population, which has nearly doubled in recent 

years as the big cats claw their way back from the 

verge of extinction. 

After a nine-year push to protect tigers, an 

exhaustive census across 2,700 kilometres (1,700 

miles) of Nepal’s lowlands completed earlier this 

year revealed the population has grown from 121 

in 2009 to an estimated 235 adult cats today. 

On the frontline of the painstaking survey were 

trained locals like Chaudhary in western Nepal’s 

Bardia National Park where tiger numbers have 

grown nearly fivefold. 

 

A Royal Bengal Tiger spotted in Chitwan National Park 

Photo: RSS 
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The 25-year-old helped track and record wild 

tiger movements through the park by scanning 

images taken by cameras hidden in the jungle’s 

undergrowth. 

“It was very exciting when we checked the 

(memory) cards and found photos of tigers,” 

Chaudhary told AFP. “It felt like we are part of 

something big.” 

Nepal’s southern lowlands, home to five national 

parks, were mapped into grids, each fitted with a 

pair of camera traps to record any tiger activity. 

More than 3,200 of these special camera traps 

were installed, some by field workers on 

elephants to navigate the dense jungle. “It was 

not an easy process and risky as well,” said Man 

Bahadur Khadka, head of Nepal’s department of 

wildlife and national parks. These cameras were 

equipped with sensors that triggered a click 

whenever any movement or a change in 

temperature was detected. 

Soon the photos started to trickle in: lone tigers 

walking past, mothers with their playful cubs and 

the occasional tiger feasting on a fresh kill. And 

Chaudhary’s favourite: a big cat that seemed to 

enjoy preening in front of the lens. 

The census began in November 2017 and by the 

following March, more than 4,000 images of 

tigers had been collected. “We then began 

analysing the photos,” Khadka said. “Just like our 

fingerprints, tigers have unique stripes. No two 

tigers are alike.” 

Conservationists say that behind Nepal’s success 

was a strategy to turn tiger-fearing villagers — 

who could earn thousands of dollars for poaching 

a big cat — into the animal’s protectors. 

A century ago, Nepal’s lush jungles were a 

playground for the country’s rulers and visiting 

British dignitaries who came to hunt the Royal 

Bengal tiger. 

In 1900, more than 100,000 tigers were 

estimated to roam the planet. But that fell to a 

record low of 3,200 globally in 2010. 

Nepal’s tiger numbers hit rock bottom following 

the decade-long civil war, which ended in 2006, 

when poachers ran amok across the southern 

plains. 

In 2009, the government changed track, enlisting 

community groups to protect the animals. 

Hundreds of young volunteers were recruited to 

guard Nepal’s national parks, patrolling against 

poachers, raising awareness and protecting the 

natural habitat. 

“Tigers are our wealth, we have to protect 

them,” said Sanju Pariyar, 22, who was just a teen 

when she joined an anti-poaching group. “People 

understand that if our tiger and rhino numbers 

grow, tourists will come and bring opportunities. 

It is good for us.” 

Armed with a stick, Pariyar regularly goes out on 

patrol to search for traps laid by poachers. The 

locals have also become informants, alerting 

park officials if they see anything, or anyone, 

suspicious. 

Nepal has tough punishments for poachers — up 

to 15 years in jail and a heavy fine — and it has 

recently started a genetic database of its tigers to 

aid investigations. 

In March, police arrested a poacher who had 

been on the run for five years after being caught 

with five tiger pelts and 114 kilos (251 pounds) of 

bones. The contraband was believed to have 

been destined for China, a top market for wildlife 

smugglers, where rare animal parts are used in 

traditional medicine. 

In 2010, Nepal and 12 other countries with tiger 

populations signed an agreement to double their 

big cat numbers by 2022. The Himalayan nation 

is set to be the first to achieve this target. 

“If a country like Nepal — small, least developed, 

with lots of challenges — can do it, the others can 

do it,” said Nepal’s WWF representative, Ghana 

Gurung. But conservationists are aware that 

rising tiger numbers are also good news for 

poachers and the lucrative black market they 

supply with endangered animal parts 
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Tiger, leopard populations in Russia relatively 
strong 
"We have some 560 animals, which is close to 

the maximum under which tigers do not attack 

humans," a WWF official said 

March 04, 7:28UTC+3 

MOSCOW, March 4. /TASS/. Russian populations 

of big cats - tigers, leopards and snow leopards - 

are relatively strong, WWF Russia Conservation 

Policy Director Yevgeny Shvarts has told TASS. 

"We can say that at least regarding tigers and 

leopards the situation in our country is indeed 

relatively good as compared to the rest of the 

world," the expert said on the occasion of the 

World Wildlife Day, celebrated on March 3. 

"As far as tigers are concerned, the situation is 

good. We have some 560 animals, which is close 

to the maximum under which tigers do not attack 

humans," Shvarts said. 

Speaking about Russia’s snow leopard 

population, the WWF official said that Russia 

only has "peripheral parts of larger populations 

in Mongolia and Kazakhstan." 

"We are doing our best. Nevertheless, 

unpleasant situations still occur from time to 

time, which are clearly related to poaching," he 

said. 

 

 

An endangered species of Tiger seen in Bardia National Park, Bardiya,  Photo: RSS 
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According to WWF estimates made in previous 

years, about 70-90 snow leopards were living in 

Russia in the wild. So far, there is no reason to 

speak about any decline except for the Sayano-

Shushensky nature reserve, Shvarts said. 

Speaking about the Far Eastern leopard, the 

WWF Russia conservation policy director said 

that "the situation has clearly improved," mostly 

due to the construction of the so-called leopard 

tunnel in the Leopard Land national park. The 

project allows the big cats to safely cross a busy 

highway that splits the nature reserve in two 

parts. 

"Although I know that one or two animals were 

killed last year, but anyway this tunnel helped to 

significantly mitigate the negative impact," he 

said. 

About eight years ago, the Far Eastern leopard 

was on the verge of extinction. To date, its 

population in Russia has more than doubled: 

from 29-32 to 72-78. 

 

 

Thailand 
 

 

Thai police arrest ‘kingpin’ in Asian wildlife 
trafficking 

Published 9 months ago on 20 January 2018 

BANGKOK, Jan 20 — Thai police have arrested an 

alleged kingpin in Asia’s illegal trade in 

endangered species, dealing a blow to a family-

run syndicate that smuggles elephant ivory, rhino 

horn and tiger parts to Chinese and Vietnamese 

dealers. 

Boonchai Bach, 40, a Vietnamese national with 

Thai citizenship, was arrested yesterday evening 

over the smuggling of 14 rhino horns worth 

around US$1 million (RM3.9 million) from Africa 

to Thailand. 

 

An Amur tiger. © Yuri Smityuk/TASS 

 

43: GTFNews 



 

His downfall follows the December 12 arrest of 

Nikorn Wongprachan, a Thai National Parks and 

Wildlife Conservation official, at Bangkok’s main 

airport as he attempted to smuggle the rhino 

horn from the quarantine section to a nearby 

apartment. 

The horn was smuggled into Bangkok by a 

Chinese man who was arrested a day before on 

arrival from Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The police sting led to Boonchai, who financed 

the network.  

“This is a major smuggling syndicate and 

Boonchai is a ringleader,” General 

Chalermkiat Srivorakan, deputy national police 

chief, told reporters Saturday after the suspect 

arrived at Suvarnabhumi airport ahead of his 

remand. 

“Boonchai admitted he was involved,” 

Chalermkiat said, adding he faces up to four 

years in jail for smuggling parts of protected 

animals. 

For years Boonchai and the Bach family are 

believed to operated with impunity from Nakhon 

Phanom in northeast Thailand, bordering Laos — 

linchpin players in a multi-million-dollar trade in 

illegal wildlife. 

The town is a pivot point in Asia’s wildlife 

trafficking chain, in part because it is the 

narrowest neck of land for smuggled goods to 

transit through Thailand, into Laos and onto 

Vietnam, a major market for animal parts used in 

traditional medicine. 

Freeland, a counter-trafficking organisation 

which works closely with Thai police, said the 

Bach family are part of a sprawling Southeast 

Asian crime organisation dubbed “Hydra”. 

The Bachs have “long run the international 

supply chain of illicit wildlife from Asia and Africa 

to major dealers in Laos, Vietnam and China,” 

Freeland said in statement following the 

announcement of Boonchai’s arrest. 

They are believed to work alongside Vixay 

Keosavang, a Laotian dubbed “the Pablo Escobar 

of animal trafficking”, who orchestrates a major 

 

Thai police have arrested an alleged kingpin in Asia’s illegal trade in endangered species, dealing a blow to a family-run 

syndicate that smuggles elephant ivory, rhino horn and tiger parts to Chinese and Vietnamese dealers. — Reuters pic 
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wildlife trafficking ring from the Communist 

state, bribing officials to allow him to operate. 

Laos has long been a top transit hub for 

smuggling wildlife products, with widespread 

corruption and weak law enforcement allowing 

the criminal activity to flourish. 

China and Vietnam are among the world’s 

biggest markets for parts from endangered or 

protected species including tigers, elephants, 

rhino and pangolins. 

The traditional medicine market flourishes 

despite the total lack of scientific evidence as to 

their efficacy and government campaigns to end 

the trade. — AFP 
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Vietnam gets strict on wildlife protection 
VietNamNet Bridge – Wildlife protection has 

become stricter under policies outlined in 

amendments to the Penal Code that took effect 

on January 1, said Lieutenant General, Associate 

Professor Tran Van Do, former deputy Chief 

Justice of the Supreme People’s Court and Chief 

Justice of the Central Military Court. 

VNS Last update 16:42 | 31/01/2018 | 31/01/2018 

Protected wildlife under criminal law has been 

extended from rare, precious and endangered 

animals to all types of wildlife, he said yesterday 

at a seminar Viet Nam and law enforcement 

efforts to protect wildlife organised by CHANGE 

and WildAid (CHANGE, Centre of Hands On 

Action and Networking for Growth and 

Environment). 

Under amended Penal Code 2015, hunting, 

catching, killing, rearing, caging, transporting and 

trading wild animals is criminalised.  This extends 

to possession of dead animals, body parts and 

products of rare, precious and endangered wild 

animals. 

The maximum jail term for crimes related to 

wildlife management has increased to 15 years. 

According to amended Penal Code 2015, 

violations in protecting rare, precious and 

endangered wildlife are considered “very serious 

offence” instead of “serious offence” as stated in 

the previous code, he said. 

 

 

Environment police seized a large number of rare wild 

animals in Loc Dien Commune, Loc Ninh District, Binh 

Phuoc Province last October. The maximum jail term for 

crimes related to wildlife management has increased to 

15 years. VNA/VNS Photo Duong Chi Tuong 
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“Since 1994, when Viet Nam joined the 

Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES), the country has contributed to the 

protection of rare and precious wildlife. Vietnam 

has legalised the treaty in a full manner,” he said. 

However, experts at the seminar said that 

difficulties remained in enforcing wildlife law. 

Pham Quy Ty, former deputy minister of the 

Justice Ministry, former Chief Justice of Ha 

Noi’s  People’s Court and former deputy head of 

National Assembly’s Judicial Committee, said 

that violations against wildlife were common, but 

only a few people had been punished, mostly 

through administrative procedures. The number 

of criminal penalties remained low due to 

difficulties in law enforcement. 

“I know a province which uncovered 35 violations 

in a year, but 34 of them were administratively 

punished. Only one was accused of a criminal 

offence.” Ty said that difficulties arose during 

examination of evidence. He said Vietnam did 

not have a rare, precious and endangered wildlife 

examination agency. Four agencies currently in 

charge of the examination are not judicial 

examination agencies. 

“Carrying animals over a long distance, for 

example from central Quang Binh and Quang Tri 

provinces to Hanoi, can kill animals. How to take 

care of and preserve the seized wild animals 

while waiting for examination is another 

problem,” he said. 

Nguyen Khanh Quang, deputy head of the 

General Department of Customs’ Anti-smuggling 

Department said that last year, Customs found 

47 wildlife trafficking cases, prosecuted 15, 

including trafficking ivory, rhino horns, pangolin 

scales by road, sea and air. 

In most of the cases, the seized exhibits were 

unclaimed. The owners were not identified as 

they hired other people to transport the animals, 

he said. 

Experts agreed on the need for close co-

ordination among law enforcement agencies and 

support of non-governmental organisations, 

scientists and the public in wildlife protection. 

CHANGE and WildAid will support law 

enforcement in wildlife protection this year 

through communication campaigns, training 

workshops to improve capacity of law 

enforcement officers and students majoring in 

law enforcement, said Hoang Thi Minh Hong, 

CHANGE director.  

Source: VNS 

Vietnamese, German businesses commit to 
fight wildlife crimes 

Vna Saturday, June 30, 2018 - 17:29:00 Print 

Hanoi (VNA) - Representatives of more than 40 

Vietnamese and German companies in Vietnam 

pledged to adopt a zero-tolerance policy towards 

wildlife crimes at a workshop in Hanoi on June 

29. 

They agreed to take a public stand against the 

illegal trading, transport and consumption of wild 

animals and related products, and pass on the 

message to their clients and staff throughout 

their companies. 

The event, organised by TRAFFIC with funding 

from WWF-Germany and Intelligentmedia 

behavioural change communication company, 

aims to encourage the business community to 

step forward to handle social and environmental 

issues. 

“Wildlife trafficking is transnational by nature 

and bears repercussions that are felt worldwide. 

It is an issue that resonates with the German 

people, and we are pleased with this opportunity 

for German and Vietnamese companies to come 

together and spread a united message against 

this crime,” said Katharina Trump, programme 

manager, anti-poaching, WWF-Germany. 

Through the workshop, participants were given 

an opportunity to learn how to enact a corporate 

social responsibility (CSR) policy to attract 

environment-conscious clients, increase 

competitiveness and mitigate potential risks. 
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The workshop featured discussions on how 

companies could construct meaningful messages 

and incorporate them in CSR activities that would 

be effective in combating wildlife crimes and lead 

to a change of practices among their colleagues 

and customers.  

Participants learnt that adopting these policies 

could strengthen the reputation of their 

businesses by ensuring they were not 

inadvertently participating in wildlife crime. 

The event is the latest in a series of activities 

organised by TRAFFIC with different companies 

and civil society organisations, such as Vietnam 

Chamber for Commerce and Industry, Vietnam E-

Commerce Association and the Vietnam 

Automobile Transportation Association, which 

work towards the eradication of animal 

trafficking by encouraging companies to take a 

strong stand against wildlife crimes. 

TRAFFIC’s efforts to encourage companies to 

integrate wildlife protection into their CSR 

activities have spanned the business, tourism 

and hospitality sectors. Anti-trafficking messages 

have been put up on buses, websites, events and 

other platforms, reaching some 250,000 people.-

VNA 

 

 

  

 

Representatives of 40 Vietnamese and German companies in Vietnam pledge to adopt a zero-tolerance policy on wildlife 

crime at a workshop on June 29 in Hanoi. (Photo: VNA) 
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News from National NGOs 
 

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) 
 

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) was founded with 

the primary objective of facilitating harmonious 

coexistence between man and nature.  

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH:  
 
➢ Interim Relief Scheme  

TCF, with the support of WWF-India, launched 

the “cattle compensation scheme” in and around 

the buffer zone of Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR) in 

1995, to give ex-gratia financial assistance to the 

owners of the cattle, suffering wild attack. TCF 

recorded 231 cases of cattle depredation around 

CTR during the period of January to June 2018.  

➢ Solar pumps  

Wildlife is very sensitive to the seasonal changes 

like drop or rise in average rainfall. Considering 

this to provide round the year water for wild 

animals, a total of eight solar pumps were 

installed by TCF in the Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri 

corridor at the strategic locations identified with 

the help of forest officials.  

➢ Fencing of open wells  

One of the essential and far-reaching efforts of 
direct conservation of wildlife by TCF, is fencing 
of open wells in villages situated in the 
Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri corridor (BSDC).  

➢ Human-Wildlife Conflict mitigation 

TCF in collaboration with Forest Department 

initiated a programme to provide timely 

treatment to livestock injured by large carnivores 

and to create awareness among local 

communities. Three Livestock Inspectors (LI) 

were appointed in three buffer zone ranges of 

Bandhavgarh.  

➢ Wildlife Patrolling  

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) team did patrolling 

in Mukki and Bhaisanghat ranges (Core), and 

Samnapur and Garhi ranges (Buffer). Patrolling 

was done in two phases, foot patrolling in the 

morning and night patrolling by vehicle. 

➢  Support to the Forest Department  

TCF with the kind support of Kanha Tiger Reserve 

(KTR) organized a 6-day interactive training 

programme for 130 safari guides of KTR. The 

training program, split into two different venues 

Khatia and Mukki, focused on improving 

communication skills with guests and knowledge 

pertaining to the biodiversity of KTR. 

➢ Capacity Building of field staff of 
Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri Corridor  

To enhance skills of forest field staff, a two-day 

workshop was organized for 62 field staff of 

Godawal, West and East Beohari, Jaisinghnagar 

and Amjhor ranges of Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri 

Corridor area.

The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT)
 

The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) currently 
works in 160 protected areas across 23 Indian 
states, covering 82% of the 50 tiger reserves (TR) 
and 21% of the 769 Protected Areas (PAs) in the 
country. With over 3.5 million people living inside 
TRs and three hundred million dependents on 
natural ecosystems, we cannot separate 

communities from conservation. Thus, WCT lays 
equal emphasis on wildlife conservation and 
community development in forested areas.  

Capacity-building for frontline forest staff 
The Wildlife Law Enforcement Training (WLET) 
team at WCT has in the period of January – June, 
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2018 conducted 11 capacity building workshops 
on wildlife law and crime prevention, covering 
324 and 424 trainees from forest training 
institutes across Maharashtra (MH) and Madhya 
Pradesh (MP) respectively.  

Law Enforcement Monitoring (LEM) 
WCT, in partnership with the Wildlife Institute of 
India (WII) and State forest departments, is 
assisting the TRs in implementing MSTrIPES, a 
patrol-based wildlife monitoring GIS database 
system. During the reporting period, WCT 
conducted refresher trainings in systematic 
patrolling and data collection in accordance with 
MSTrIPES protocols for over 300 frontline forest 

staff from the Pench and Bor TRs in Maharashtra, 
and initial and refresher trainings for the staff of 
Satpura TR in Madhya Pradesh. WCT is also 
assisting these TRs, in addition to Pench TR, MP, 
and Umred Karhandla Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Maharashtra, by hand holding and assisting the 
forest departments in the analysis of the 
observations recorded by the frontline staff. 
Over 2,00,000 km. of foot patrolling effort has 

been compiled and analysed from the six tiger 
reserves and one wildlife sanctuary so far.  

 

COMMUNITY INTERVENTIONS  
WCT works closely with communities living in the 
buffer zones of tiger reserves on three key areas: 
health, education and livelihoods. Our goal is to 
raise their standard of living and reduce their 
dependence on forests.  

➢ Education 

During the reporting period, the Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (WCT) through its education 
partners and on its own worked in buffer zones 
of 11 Tiger Reserves across India   on various 
aspects of school development work. Key 
activities carried out for the reporting period 
include upgrading and strengthening the Cluster 
Resource Centres (CRCs), teachers’ training, 
capacity building of the project teams, 
strengthening  of a Teacher Resource Group 
(TRG), carrying out Child Competency 
Assessments (CCAs), training of School 
Management Committees (SMCs), running of 
Non-formation Education Centres 
(NFECs)/learning centres, extending school-
based academic support to middle schools, 
formation and strengthening of mothers and 
youth groups. 

The efforts were mainly focused on conducting 
teacher trainings, CRC activities, and 
strengthening the projects on ground with the 
help of learning assessment of primary grade 
children, pedagogy, and community 
engagement. Activities to strengthen the CRCs 
and school support will be carried forward in the 
coming times with revived energy. (Insert image: 
Cluster Resource Persons being briefed about the 
facilities at a newly upgraded CRC) 

➢ Livelihoods 

Grain Bank Project: 

Grain banks are known to be a traditional system 
used by indigenous communities to tackle the 
vicious cycle of debt and poverty. In the context 
of buffer villages, in addition to addressing lean 
season food scarcity, grain banks serve as buffer 
food stock for dealing with food shortages 
caused by crop depredation.  

 

Forest guards learn about site security during an 

LEECSSM training session 

 

A forest guard records a waypoint for an animal 
track on a GPS and records the observation on a 
data sheet during an MSTrIPES training session 
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WCT contributes the initial required grain in the 
form of a revolving fund and also handholds the 
village committee formed in managing the 
project. A 32-member grain bank has been 
initiated in the Nimbala Village in the buffer zone 
of the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in 
Maharashtra, and 40 quintals of paddy has been 
distributed to the members. 

Provision of Drinking Water: 

In Doni village in the buffer zone of the Tadoba 
Andhari Tiger Reserve, all the water sources had 
dried up during summer and the community was 
facing a severe crisis of drinking water 
availability. The village has an open well near the 
forest which was non-functional since years but 
had good water levels even in summer and was 
also not found to be contaminated after 
laboratory tests. After meetings and consultation 
with the villagers, it was decided to supply water 
from this well through a pipeline. Accordingly, 

water from this source was supplied to an 
overhead tank in the village. The villagers too 
actively participated by cleaning the well and 
helping in laying the pipeline.  

 

 

 

Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) 
 

Women in Nagzira and Brahmapuri take the 
lead and come together for tiger 
conservation 
Nagzira, Brahmapuri, December 8, 2018 : With 
an aim to save the tigers in the wild and their 
habitat and support human population in key 
areas throughout Asia, the Integrated Tiger 

Habitat Conservation Programme (ITHCP) 
launched the program in 2014. The project is 
supported by the German Government and the 
German Development Bank (KfW). 

Starting from a baseline global population of 
3200 tigers, which was the IUCN Red List 
population estimate in 2010, ITHCP contributes 

 

Villagers of Doni worshipping the water source 

 

50: GTFNews 



 

to the international goal set up during the 2010 
St- Petersburg Tiger Summit to double wild tiger 
populations by 2022 (up to 6’000 tigers). In India, 
the Maharashtra Forest Department is the TCL 
partner in Vidarbha Tiger Landscape along with a 
consortium of various NGO’s. 

The programme being implemented in Vidarbha 
by the state forest department through its 
various partners from 2017 has been a major 
driver of change in the notion of the masses that 
tiger reserves deprive them off from current 
livelihoods and need relocation; instead, the 
tiger reserves are becoming new avenues of 
additional livelihoods for them. Under the 
project, Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) who is a 
major partner in the project is working with the 
villagers in the corridor area of Nagzira 
Nawegaon Tiger Reserve (NNTR) and Brahmapuri 
forest division to reduce the dependency of the 
residing communities near the forests for 
livelihoods and subsistence. 

The trust, under the project is working in 32 
villages of NNTR and Brahmapuri and 
implementing activities like; improved cook 
stoves have been installed in 4100 households of 
32 villages to reduce the consumption and 
collection of firewood by almost 30%, capacity 
building and guidance to community based 
organizations like JFMC, EDC and BMC’s, 
sustainable collection and value addition of 
NTFP’s which has resulted in production of 
products like – Squashes of Mahua, Ambadi, Bael 
and Jamun, Pickles of Mahua, Mango, Lemon, 
Bakery products of Mahua, detergents, soaps 
and toiletries, Cloth and Paper Bags etc. 

Total 120 villagers were selected for training post 
consultative meetings with the women Self Help 
Group has and were sent for training centres at 
Center of Science for Villages (CSV) Wardha, 
Madhya Pradesh Vigyan Sabha -Chindwara and 
Maharashtra Center for Enterprise Development 
(MCED)- Nagpur. Post-training, the trainees were 
provided with equipments and material required 
for manufacturing, storage, labelling, packaging, 
statutory licenses like FSSAI, PAN card, Bank 
account etc and developing marketing linkages. 

In a short span of six months of working the 
trainees have sold products worth one lakh fifty-
four thousand in local markets, Van Dhan shops 

in Nagpur and Mumbai, Nisarg Store and during 
Gaj Mahotsav at New Delhi. Apart from the 
value-added products, Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) was given to 89 villagers (including 78 
women and 11 men) of rupee’s eleven lakh forty-
five thousand by manufacturing and installation 
of 4103 improved cookstoves under the 
programme. Two shops have been established 
each in Goregaon in Gondia and Brahmapuri in 
Chandrapur for marketing of the products made 
by the trainees and most importantly two of the 
Bollywood celebrities; Diya Mirza (UNEP 
Goodwill Ambassador) and Raveena Tandon 
(SGNP Borivalli Ambassador) have been 
encouraging and promoting their work. 

 

A rapid response to wildlife emergencies – 
The Rapid Response Team (RRT)  
New Delhi,28 July 2018: The shrinking habitats of 
wild animals due to escalating human population 
result in unsolicited and inevitable encounters 
between humans and wild animals in and around 
forests, leading to human-wildlife conflict. 
Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI) Rapid Response 
Team (RRT) was established to provide an expert 
emergency response to such conflict situations 
and address human big-cat conflict proximally. 
Comprising of three skillsets – a trained wildlife 
biologist, a sociologist and a wildlife veterinarian, 
the RRT is equipped with requisite equipment 
and a vehicle to efficiently address big cat conflict 
situations. In a conflict situation, each 
component of RRT brings together their 
expertise and strives to mitigate conflict without 
bringing the lives of people and the animal 

involved in danger. This includes intensive 
monitoring and identification of the animal by 
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the biologist, awareness and crowd control by 
the sociologist, and if required, chemical capture 
and relocation of the animal involved with the 
help of the trained veterinarian. 

Currently, the RRT is operational at two places – 
the Dudhwa Pilibhit landscape in Uttar Pradesh 
and the Vidarbha landscape in Maharashtra. 
Since its establishment, the RRT has attended to 
several human-tiger conflict cases and directly 
intervened in 9 tiger conflict cases in Vidarbha 
landscape and 13 tiger cases in Dudhwa-Pilibhit. 
This involved intensive and regular monitoring of 
the tiger to avert any possible conflict in villages; 
providing safe passage; and direct capture and 

relocation of the tiger.  Apart from direct 
interventions, the RRT plays an important role in 
other aspects that indirectly contribute to 
human-tiger conflict mitigation and ultimately 
tiger conservation. These include awareness and 
sensitization of local communities, training of 
Frontline Forest Staff (FFS), treatment of other 
wild animals in distress, and conducting livestock 
immunisations camps. 

This holistic approach aims at addressing human-
big cat conflicts in the landscape using a 
proactive and multipronged strategy that could 
prove favourable to the wild animals and humans 
involved in conflict situations.

 

 

WWF-India 

 

UPDATES FROM THE TIGER LANDSCAPES  
 

Building climate-resilient village in Sundarbans 

WWF-India has been working in the Sundarbans 
landscape on sustainable livelihood and climate 
change adaptation since 2002 as part of its 
conservation programme. The community 
members have been introduced to climate-
resilient model that will help them in adapting to 

any changes in their climate regime or natural 
resource base. The concept of a climate-resilient 
village will be implemented in those households 
which are dependent on natural resources and 
often venture into the forest areas, increasing 
the risk of human-wildlife conflict. By introducing 
climate adaptation practices in the farmlands, it 
is envisaged that it will impact the productivity 
and capacity of the farmlands, thereby reducing 
the dependency of the communities on forest 
and the risk of human-tiger conflict in the area. 
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The plan aims to build the capacity of 
communities to improve local livelihoods, build 
on income opportunities from their existing 
assets, enhance productivity of the farmlands 
through low cost measures, and modify their 
crop calendar. Along with these initiatives, 
several vocational trainings would be provided to 
the community members in order to build their 
skills towards alternate livelihoods. As part of 
livelihood mapping of the vulnerable households 
in Sagar Island, a workshop for farmers from 
three vulnerable revenue villages was 
conducted. In the interaction, the farmers rued 
that salinity of soil have been hampering the 
agricultural productivity. Through this discussion, 
the farmers were encouraged to be involved in 
the initiative planned by WWF-India for this area. 
The village head of the Gram Panchayat has 
assured of all cooperation to WWF-India. Further 
to this, asset mapping and social survey are being 
conducted. The farmers have been provided with 
selective salt tolerant paddy varieties to be 
tested on demarcated plots of land where soil 
quality will be recorded on soil health card for 
individual farmers.  

 

Corridor monitoring in the Western India Tiger 

Landscape 

Spread across 48000 sq. km covering the south 
eastern part of Rajasthan and northern and 
north-western part of Madhya Pradesh, the 
Western India Tiger landscape harbors the 
western most arid population of tigers. 
Monitoring of tigers in the fringe areas and 
corridors connecting Ranthambhore Tiger 
Reserve to other protected areas in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh have shown records of tiger 

dispersal from Ranthambore to Kailadevi Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Dholpur Forest Block, Bharatpur 
National Park, Ramgarh Vishdhari Wildlife 
Sanctuary and Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve in 
Rajasthan.  

WWF-India also conducted capacity building 
training with over 110 forest officials trained in 
wildlife law enforcement and crime prevention.  

 

Tiger monitoring exercise in the Terai Arc 

Landscape 

In partnership with the Uttar Pradesh Forest 
Department, WWF India conducted tiger 
monitoring as part of the All India Tiger 
Estimation. Trainings on sampling protocol and 
data collection procedure for the monitoring 
were organised in which more 368 forest staffs 
from Pilibhit, Dudhwa and Amangarh tiger 
reserves, Suhelwa WLS and Sohagibarwa WLS, 
and territorial forest divisions- Sajhanpur, 
Baharaich, Gonda, Gorakhpur, S Kheri FD 
participated. Demonstration on sign survey, line 
transect, and vegetation sampling and pellet 
count were conducted to orient forest staffs in 
the monitoring exercise.  

Similarly, with the Uttarakhand Forest 
Department capacity building training 
programmes for 440 frontline forest staff were 
conducted which included collecting data using 
transect line, carnivore sign and vegetation plot 
sampling survey and compilation in the M-stripe 
software, handling of camera traps. The areas 
covered as part of this exercise include Haldwani 
(including Nandhour WLS), Ramnagar (Including 
Pawalgarh Conservation Reserve), Terai Central, 
Terai East and Lansdowne forest divisions; 
Nainital and Champawat forest divisions.  
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Fuel efficient cook stoves for communities in 

Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve 

Pappati, of Makkampalayam, a hamlet located in 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve, begins her day 
by fetching water from a nearby river, cooking, 
working on her farm, taking her cattle out to 
graze and collecting fuelwood and ends with 
cooking dinner for the family. WWF-India 
partnered with TIDE, a Bangalore based 
organisation to reduce fuel-wood usage and 
demonstrate the benefits of a smoke free and 
hygienic kitchen. Of the 1556 households, only 
227 i.e., only 14 % of total households have LPG 
connections and most consume 12.5kg of fuel 
wood every day. Ten tribal women including 
Pappatti from the village have been trained to 
construct cook stoves under the supervision of 
TIDE trainers. With an earning of Rs.250 per cook 
stove, it is also a promising livelihood option for 
the women of the community. With reduced 
smoke in the kitchen, it was also observed that 
the Sarala cook stove reduced fuel-wood use by 
up to 35 percent in the households.  

Broadening horizons  

WWF-India’s team in the Satpuda Maikal 
landscape conducts a holistic community based 
conservation programme which aims to secure 
their support in the conservation efforts in the 
area by introducing sustainable practices, 
reducing human wildlife conflict and providing 
alternate livelihoods opportunities. WWF-India 
tied up with Pratham, one of the nation’s leading 
NGOs working in the sphere of education. With 
the objective of enabling students from forest 
dwelling communities to further develop their 
skills and secure employment, the beneficiaries 
were enrolled in a residential vocational training 

programme in Pratham’s PACE Centre in Bhopal. 
Five candidates from Balaghat underwent a 
rigorous two-month long training in the centre in 
housekeeping service and food and beverage 
service. They also completed certificate courses 
in basic English, computer operation and data 
handling. After the successful completion of their 
training, candidates were placed directly into 
three to five star hotels in Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra.  

WWF-India’s conservation landscape to include 

Brahmaputra river islands- Data of monitoring 

wildlife movement, specifically recent camera 

trap images, show the use of Brahmaputra River 

Islands for regular wildlife movement occurring 

from north to south and vice versa. The 

Brahmaputra acts as a vital link for wildlife 

populations by facilitating the movement of 

various large mammals between numerous 

Protected Areas in central Assam. Key tiger 

habitats in the flood plains of the Brahmaputra 

include Orang NP, Laokhowa and Burachapori 

Wildlife Sanctuaries and Kaziranga NP. Nameri 

National Park and Pakke Tiger Reserve are 

located at the Northern end of the Brahmaputra 

basin, along the border of Assam and Arunachal 

Pradesh. There is sufficient evidence that 

demonstrates movement of tigers, rhinos, 

elephants and many other species between the 

two landscapes, across the Brahmaputra River. 

Photographic evidences from camera traps have 

revealed that wildlife traverse long distances in 

the Brahmaputra Basin, using river networks. The 

tributaries of the Brahmaputra in the north bank 

serve as riverine movement corridors for 

elephants, rhinos, tigers and other wildlife, and 

there is reason to believe that this is also true for 

tributaries in the south bank. For example, a tiger 

was camera trapped in the eastern range of 

Kaziranga National Park and was photographed 

again in Nameri National Park in the north the 

following year. Recognizing the importance of 

Brahmaputra river islands and its tributaries, 

WWF-India has therefore merged North Bank 

and Kaziranga Karbi Anglong landscapes to form 

one landscape, the Brahmaputra Landscape.  
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TIGER MORTALITY/SEIZURE IN INDIA 2018 
 

S. No. Date State Location Inside/ 
Outside 

Mortality 
/ Seizure 

Sex Age 

1 03-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Balaghat Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

2 08-01-2018 Nagaland Ghasipani Area, 
Dimapur 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

3 11-01-2018 Uttarakhand Corbett Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

4 13-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

5 13-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Barghat Priyojna 
Mandal 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

6 18-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Satpura Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

7 22-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kundam Project 
Division, Jabalpur 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

8 23-01-2018 Maharashtra Sindhwehi Range, 
Brahmpuri Division 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Sub-
Adult 

9 23-01-2018 Karnataka Yeswantpur Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

10 25-01-2018 Karnataka Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Sub-
Adult 

11 25-01-2018 Karnataka Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Sub-
Adult 

12 26-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

North Shahdol 
Division 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

13 29-01-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve (Mukki 
Range) 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality N Cub 

14 30-01-2018 Uttarakhand Fatehpur Range, 
Ramnagar 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

15 31-01-2018 Karnataka Nagarhole Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

16 03-02-2018 Tamil Nadu Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

17 03-02-2018 Maharashtra Talodhi Range, 
Brahmapuri Div, 
Chandrapur 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

18 05-02-2018 Karnataka Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

19 06-02-2018 Karnataka Nagarhole Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 
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20 14-02-2018 Tamil Nadu Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

21 14-02-2018 Tamil Nadu Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

22 14-02-2018 Chhattisgarh Gariyaband Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

23 24-02-2018 Maharashtra Pench Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

24 25-02-2018 Maharashtra Chimur area, 
chandrpur 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

25 26-02-2018 Maharashtra Talodhi Range, 
Brahmapuri Div. 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

26 10-03-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Amjhar Beat, 
Anjania Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

27 12-03-2018 Maharashtra Pench Tiger 
Reserve 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

28 12-03-2018 Karnataka N R Pura Range, 
Koppa Div. 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

29 12-03-2018 Kerala South Wayanad 
Division 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M NA 

30 14-03-2018 Maharashtra Lamta Division Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

31 19-03-2018 Rajasthan Sariska Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

32 20-03-2018 Rajasthan Ranthambhore 
Tiger Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

33 23-03-2018 Maharashtra Jalgaon, Sukal 
Range Muktainagar 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

34 27-03-2018 Andhara 
Pradesh 

Nagarjunasagar-
Srisailam TR 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Sub-
Adult 

35 28-03-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Gohargunj Range, 
Obdullagarnj 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

36 28-03-2018 Uttarakhand Terai Central 
Division 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

37 29-03-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Pilibht Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

38 31-03-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

39 31-03-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Lavgur Range, 
South Balaghat 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

40 06-04-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

41 09-04-2018 Maharashtra Melghat Tiger 
Reserve  

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

42 11-04-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Pilibht Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 
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43 13-04-2018 West Bengal Lalgarh Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

44 17-04-2018 Kerala Wayanad Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

45 18-04-2018 Rajasthan Ranthambhore 
Tiger Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

46 18-04-2018 Rajasthan Ranthambhore 
Tiger Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

47 18-04-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Cub 

48 19-04-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

 Pilibhit Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

49 21-04-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Sohagibarwa 
Wildlife Sanctuary 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

50 25-04-2018 Tamil Nadu Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

51 29-04-2018 Uttarakhand Corbett Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

52 01-05-2018 Karnataka Nagarhole Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

53 02-05-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

54 04-05-2018 Karnataka Veerajpet Division Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

55 05-05-2018 Uttarakhand Corbett Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

56 09-05-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Nagina, Bijnore Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

57 11-05-2018 Uttarakhand Haidwar Forest 
Division 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

58 13-05-2018 Uttarakhand Dadrasoral, Mohan 
Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

59 20-05-2018 Maharashtra Pench Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Cub 

60 31-05-2018 Uttarakhand Corbett Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

61 11-06-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Sohagpur Beat, 
South Bagda 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

62 21-06-2018 Tamil Nadu Gudalur Division, 
Nilgiri Distt. 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

63 22-06-2018 Tamil Nadu Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

64 28-06-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

65 01-07-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 
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66 01-07-2018 Kerala Wayanad WLS, 
Kurichiat Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

67 05-07-2018 Maharashtra Brahmpuri Div. Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

68 14-07-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Dora 
Thana,Malajkhand, 
Samnapur 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

69 15-07-2018 Maharashtra Brahmpuri Div. Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA Sub-
Adult 

70 01-08-2018 Karnataka Kabini (Mysore 
Division) 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

71 07-08-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Sub-
Adult 

72 13-08-2018 Maharashtra Vadoda Range, 
Jalgaon 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

73 17-08-2018 Kerala Periyar Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

74 23-08-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Compt. No. 22, 
Phen Sanctuary 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Sub-
Adult 

75 29-08-2018 Kerala Periyar Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

76 01-09-2018 Andhara 
Pradesh 

GBM Sanctuary, 
Fen Sanctuary 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Sub-
Adult 

77 04-09-2018 Maharashtra Nagpur Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

78 25-09-2018 Karnataka Mysore Division, 
Aroholi Beat, 
Mysore Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality F Adult 

79 05-10-2018 Karnataka Periya-Patnam Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

80 26-10-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Seoni Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

81 27-10-2018 Rajasthan Sariska Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

82 27-10-2018 Odisha Dibrigah Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

83 02-11-2018 Maharashtra Pandharkawda Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

84 05-11-2018 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Dudhwa Tiger 
Reserve  

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

85 14-11-2018 Odisha Satkosia Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

86 14-11-2018 Maharashtra FDCM, 
Chandrapur, 
Junona Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 
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87 14-11-2018 Maharashtra FDCM, 
Chandrapur, 
Junona Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

88 14-11-2018 Maharashtra FDCM, 
Chandrapur, 
Junona Range 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

89 21-11-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger Range Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

90 21-11-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kanha Tiger Range Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

91 22-11-2018 Karnataka Nagarhole Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

92 22-11-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

93 23-11-2018 Karnataka Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve 

Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality M Adult 

94 04-12-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Ratapani Wildlie 
Sanctuary 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

95 08-12-2018 Maharashtra Tadoba-Andhari Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

96 09-12-2018 Rajasthan Sariska Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

97 10-12-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

98 23-12-2018 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Bandhavgarh Inside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

99 29-12-2018 Assam Karbi Anglong Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Seizure NA NA 

100 30-12-2018 Maharashtra Paoni Round 
Umred Karandla 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

101 31-12-2018 Maharashtra Umred Karandla Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

102 31-12-2018 Maharashtra Chikaldha East 
Melgaht Tiger 
Reserve 

Outside Tiger 
Reserve 

Mortality NA NA 

Source: www.tigernet.nic.in 
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CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 

Category A: Tiger Range Countries 
1. India, 2. Bangladesh, 3. Cambodia, 4. Nepal, 5. Bhutan, 

6. Myanmar, 7. Vietnam 

 

Category B: Non Tiger Range Countries 
1. United Kingdom 

 

Category C: International Non-Government 
Organisation 
1. International Fund for Animal Welfare  
2. TRAFFIC International 
3. WWF International 
 
Category D: Honorary Individuals 
1. Keshav Varma 2. Anand Seth  
3. Andrey V. Kushlin 4. Tapan Kumar Dey  
5. Sivanathan T. Elagupillay 6. Yury Darman 

Category E: National Non-Government Organisation 
1. Ranthambhore Foundation, India 
2. Tiger Research and Conservation Trust - India 
3. Wildlife Protection Society of India 
4. Wildlife Trust of India 
5. Corbett Foundation, India 
6. National Trust for Nature Conservation - Nepal 
7. Wildlife Conservation Nepal, Nepal 
8. Centre for Wildlife Studies, India 
9. Wildlife Conservation Society – India Programme 
10. Wildlife Conservation Trust 
11. Bagh Foundation 
 
Category F: Associate Members 
1. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Special invitee status: 1. IUCN 
 

 

GTF FOCAL POINTS IN TIGER RANGE COUNTRIES 

Bangladesh: Md. Jahidul Kabir 
Bhutan: Tandin 
Cambodia: Meas Sophal 
China: Chen Difei 
Indonesia: Indra Exploitasia 
India: Amit Mallick  
Lao PDR: Bouaphanh Phanthavong 

Malaysia: Hazril Rafhan Abdul Halim 
Myanmar: Win Naing Thaw 
Nepal: Maheshwar Dhakal 
Russia: Olga Krever 
Thailand: Somphot Duangchantrasiri 
Vietnam: Vuong Tien Manh 
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FIELD COORDINATOR: ARUN KUMAR 

PROGRAMME ASSOCIATE: HRISHITA NEGI 

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE: ROSHAN PURANIK 

DATA ENTRY OPERATOR: RAJIV KHANGWAL 

GROUP-D STAFF: RAKESH SINGH 
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60: GTFNews 



 

  

61: GTFNews 



 

  

62: GTFNews 



 63: GTFNews 



 

  

 
GLOBAL TIGER FORUM IS AN 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL INTERNATIONAL BODY 
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 

TIGERS IN THE WILD 


