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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The Forum, in collaboration with several partners,
viz. World Bank, Wildlife Conservation Trust
(WCT), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), the

Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM) and the
Wildlife Institute of India (WII) had brought out several
field manuals during this period.

1. Valuation of Ecosystem Services from Tiger and
Snow Leopard Landscapes (A manual on economic
valuation practices for practitioners)

2. Protocols for Monitoring Habitat quality and wildlife
populations in tiger landscapes

3. Technical Guidelines for Habitat, Prey and Tiger
Recovery across Tiger Range Countries.

4. Protocols for Monitoring Habitat Quality and Wildlife
Population in Snow Leopard Landscapes

5. Technical Guidelines for Habitat and Prey
Restoration in Snow Leopard Landscapes

These field documents were the outcome of capacity
building workshops for tiger and snow leopard
countries organised by the GTF in the second half of
2016.

The GTF, as a collaborative effort with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) and WWF-India finalized
the 'Protocol for Security Audit of Tiger Reserves'to be
implemented across all tiger reserves of India.

The ongoing agenda of the GTF during this period also
include the ranger information survey across India, as a
part of a global survey undertaken to know more about
perspectives, opinions and ground level realities in
terms of job stress, job satisfaction, corruption and
working and living conditions of forest rangers
operating in protected areas of Asia. Implementation of
CA/TS was extended to three states of India. The GTF
is actively collaborating with the WWF for implementing
Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CA/TS) in India,
for ensuring international standards to strengthen tiger
conservation.
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9 February 2017: In the midst of a global poaching crisis, today marks the
launch of the most comprehensive Training Guidelines for Field Rangers,
providing anti-poaching units with a revolutionary resource to improve
conditions and training on the front line. This is the first of its kind and a
resource which could save the lives of both humans and wildlife.

Over the past decade, more than 1,000 rangers have been killed on duty*, with
80 per cent murdered by poachers and armed militia groups. This tragic loss of
life underlines the need for well-trained and well-equipped anti-poaching
rangers.

The team of experts who developed this resource have over a century of
combined experience and are amongst the most respected wildlife rangers in
the world. This is the first in a series of guidelines that will be rolled out
worldwide by the International Ranger Federation, the Global Tiger Forum, Thin
Green Line Foundation, PAMS Foundation and WWF. 

Sean Willmore, President — International Ranger Federation,
comments: “The illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products is
resulting in significant declines in the populations of many species
across the globe. For example, the levels of poaching of elephants,
rhinos, pangolins and tigers are threatening these species with
extinction in the wild. Anti-poaching training needs to be effective so
that protected area authorities and rangers can better safeguard
wildlife from this grave threat.”
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NEWFIELD RANGER TRAINING GUIDELINES,
COULD SAVE THE LIVES OF THOSE ON THE

FRONT LINE OF THE POACHING BATTLE

PRESS RELEASE EMBARGOED: 00.01 SGT 9TH FEBRUARY 2017 

*SOURCE THIN GREEN LINE FOUNDATION 



The illegal wildlife trade is the fourth most lucrative criminal trade and estimated
to be worth at least USD $19 billion per year. Poachers targeting iconic species
such as elephants, rhinos and tigers are using increasingly sophisticated
techniques and violent tactics to fulfil their missions. The deployment of
insufficiently trained rangers has at times resulted in the failure of operations,
serious injuries and even death. Many rangers still have no insurance today;
should they suffer injuries — or even death — they would no longer able to
provide for their families.

Dr Rajesh Gopal, Secretary General — Global Tiger Forum,
comments: “The stark reality for rangers means facing the threat of
serious injury or the loss of life on a daily basis. Very often, operations
fail due to lack of training, funding and staffing. This must change if
we hope to protect our wildlife and greatly improve the lives of those
striving to do so.”

Last year, WWF carried out the first ever Ranger Perception Surveys that were
completed by wildlife rangers across Asia and Africa. The results revealed that
most rangers had faced a life-threatening situation while on duty, and believe
that they are underequipped. Nearly half felt they lacked adequate training to
do their jobs safely and effectively.

Wayne Lotter: PAMS Foundation: “It is essential that rangers have
the essential skills and tools training to do their job safely and
successfully. The development of the best practice guidelines
represents a landmark step in the process towards ensuring that anti-
poaching rangers get the level of training they deserve.”

Field ranger basic training is the most important part of the development 
of field rangers. It prepares them for the actual circumstances that they will
encounter during the day-to-day tasks to be performed once employed as 
field rangers.

Field rangers play a critical role in safeguarding the world’s most endangered
species. Recent figures revealed around 20,000 elephants are poached every
year in Africa. Since Selous Game Reserve became a World Heritage site in
1982, nearly 90% of its elephants have been lost mainly due to poaching.
Selous now risks losing its World Heritage status. Across Asia, the 13 tiger
ranger countries are working tirelessly to double tiger numbers by 2022 — the
illegal wildlife trade is one of the greatest threats with recent progress hanging
on a knife edge due to this illicit activity. 

More about the Training Guidelines for Field Rangers
The Training Guidelines for Field Rangers is the first of a series of guidelines to
provide a standard for training field rangers. These guidelines are the result of a
collaborative initiative from International Ranger Federation, Global Tiger Forum,
PAMS Foundation, WWF, The Thin Green Line Foundation, United For Rangers
(UFR), Southern African Wildlife College, International Anti-Poaching Foundation
(IAPF), Conservation International, African Parks Network, TRAFFIC, Panthera,
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) and Global Wildlife Conservation (GWC).

The guidelines cover the basics of operations and the tactics required for them
to successfully carry out anti-poaching operations in the field. The guidelines
will help park managers, conservation organisations, government departments
and other relevant people in designing the training curriculum for anti-poaching
rangers as per their needs. By following these high standards, it will help
ensure that anti-poaching training manuals may adequately introduce the
concepts and specifics of law enforcement, tracking, teamwork, conservation,
first aid and court procedures to the field ranger. 
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TIGER WATCH PROGRAMME
Under the aegis of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India &
Government of Russia, a Sub-group has been formed between India and
Russia for cooperation on tiger and leopard conservation, which inter-alia
involves exchange of officers to learn from field experiences of each other. In
this context, the GTF has been organizing the “Tiger Watch Programme” in
collaboration with the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) and its international partner,
the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

During the past ten years (2005-2016), twenty-one Russian wildlife inspectors
participated in the “Tiger Watch Programme”, and visited tiger reserves for an
appraisal conservation effort. The Russian Wildlife inspectors also visited the
fringe villages and buffer areas to study peoples’ perception and problems,
besides interacting with forest staff. The Inspectors from Russia also
participated in field patrolling to learn about the protocol and relating to
protections and human wildlife interfere. The Inspectors also interacted with the
Field Director of the respective Tiger Reserve to have a briefing on the
conservation scenario of the state and to share/exchange views and
information. Site specific management plans and programmes dealing with
poaching and conflict problems were provided by Field Directors and the
Assistant Conservator of Forests. Besides, the Inspectors also visited the
offices of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) of India, Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), GTF Secretariat and WTI’s Head Quarter to
discuss tiger conservation and related issues. Their visits in the past includes:
Pench, Kanha, Nagzira-Navegaon, Panna Tiger Reserve and Rantrhambhore
Tiger Reserves.
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The programme aims to motivate the Frontline Wildlife Inspectors of the Russian
Federation where viewing a wild tiger is difficult due to harsh climatic conditions. 

This year’s orientation programme spreads over 11 days (from 17th March to 28th

March, 2016), and two Inspectors from the Russian Federation, Mr. Afanasev
Viacheslav and Mr. Mikhail Borisenko participated in the programme. As part of
the programme, they were exposed to field experience on tiger conservation,
coupled with in-house interactions with many Indian experts and managers
involved in tiger conservation. 

At Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra
To have a first-hand field exposure in tiger conservation in India and to facilitate
exchange of views, experience and information at the ground level, the Russian
team was taken to the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in Chandrapur district of
Maharashtra state in Central India. It is notable as Maharashtra’s oldest and
largest National Park. It represents Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous Teak Forests
in the Tiger habitat. It is one of India’s 50 “Project Tiger” - Tiger reserves. It has a
viable population of about 60 tigers with high frequency of tiger sighting. Beside
tiger, it is abode to number of prominent wild denizens like leopard, wild dog,
sloth bear, gaur, sambar, barking deer, cheetal, chausinga, nilgai, wild boar
alongwith rare ones like ratel, flying squirrel, pangolin and rusty spotted cat.

The Field Director (FD) of Tadoba Andhari TR, Mr. G. P. Garad briefed the
participants on tiger management and conservation strategies. The orientation at
Tadoba TR began with the formal interaction with all forest officials of the reserve
and a welcome note by the Field Director. The Field Director briefed that there are
88 tigers in the Reserve (60 in the core area and 28 in the buffer zone). Though
human - carnivore conflict was also a major issue that the Forest Department was
tackling, people were still tolerant to tigers and often do not resort to retaliatory
killings. There was exchange of information on patrolling techniques,
compensation paid to victims on loss of life or for livestock killed by tiger,
measures adopted by the Forest Department to reduce dependency on people
on forest resources. Mr. Mikhail Borisenko also gave an overview on the flora and
fauna of Lazovsky Tiger Reserve and the conservation methods adopted there.

The Russian officers visited all the three ranges of Tadoba Tiger Reserve viz.
Tadoba, Moharli and Kolsa and got an idea about the various flora and fauna, the
management units and conservation efforts methods adopted in the Tiger
Reserve. The participants got an opportunity to interact with the Deputy
Conservator of Forests, Assistant Conservator of Forests, frontline staff in the field
and the villagers living in the fringe areas. 
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(Right) Russian officers with Field Director, Mr. G. P. Garad

TIGER WATCH PROGRAMME: 2016-17



Orientation through audio-visual system
Various conservation and management efforts directed at protection and
conservation of tigers were demonstrated using audio-visual systems at the
Moharli office of the Deputy Conservator of Forests.

The Assistant Conservator of Forests, Mr. Vishal Mali presented on the
measures and practices adopted by the Maharashtra Forest Department to
address man-animal conflict. He informed of the livelihood opportunities
provided by the Forest Department to the families living in the buffer areas. He
also briefed on the long term monitoring measures adopted by Maharashtra
Govt. for tigers, co-predators and prey species in Tadoba Andhari Tiger Resrve
and the adjoining landscapes. 

Ms. Madhura Davate, Researcher from Wildlife Institute of India presented on
the methods involved in population estimation. Ms. Davate highlighted on the
results of the population estimation conducted in 2015 and shared the process
adopted by her team in the camera trapping done in 4 blocks covering an area
of 1750 sq.km. 

There were also presentation
made by the Range Officer and
the Forest guard on their duties
and responsibilities in protection
and conservation of tiger in the
Tiger Reserve. 

The Inspectors visited the
protection huts of forest guards.
They were shown the
accommodation facilities of the
forest guards, patrolling methods
and distance covered everyday,
equipment used by the forest
officers and the problems and
challenges faced in protection of
tiger and other species. 
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Eco Development activities:
The Russian officers were also briefed on the management strategy followed by
the Forest Department in the constitution of the Village Eco Development
Committee (VDC) by the Forest Department in buffer area. The local people
have been given assistance to open souvenir shops to sell T’shirts and arti
facts to tourists. The youth have also been provided assistance to procure
vehicles (Gypsy) and permission for taking tourists on safari rides in the Tiger
Reserve. There are 150 such vehicles that have been allotted to the young local
villagers of which 22 vehicles can go inside the Tiger Reserve in a day. This has
generated employment and helped them to earn their livelihood. This also
fosters the support of local villagers to protect tigers and the forests. 

The Village Eco Development Committee runs the small scale incense making
factory where the women of the adjoining villages manufacture incense sticks
used for worship of Gods in India. The revenue generated from the sale of the
products manufactured is used for the development of the local villages. 

The Village Eco Development Committee is now setting up nature education
camps for nature lovers and school and college students. The revenue
generated from the stay of the tourists in the camps will be given to the VDC for
development of their villages such as procurement of agricultural tools, tractors,
construction of roads etc. This shall also provide huge employment
opportunities to local people. A conference hall has also been constructed to
show students films on nature, wildlife and the conservation efforts made by the
forest department to protect tigers. It will also host conference and workshop
on wildlife issues. This has helped the Forest Department to gain the
confidence of local people. This has also reduced negative impact of local
people on biodiversity and increased collaboration of local people in
conservation of tiger and its habitat. 

Radio telemetry tracking of tigers
A female tiger in the Tadoba Range has been radio collared by the Forest
Department and the Researcher from Wildlife Institute of India to understand
the mechanism of dispersal of tigers through corridors. This shall help the
forest department for tracking the movement and activity patterns of the tagged
animal, with the signals being sent to a handheld device or to a computer via a
satellite. It is often the only method that is available for studying the movement
and activity patterns of elusive animal like tiger. Mr. Kishor Mankar, Deputy
Conservator of Forests and Ms. Madhura Davate tracked the female tiger
through radio telemetry. The tigress had two cubs and was resting in the
waterhole. 
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Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF):
A Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF) has been constituted based on a
recommendation by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) to protect
tigers in the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve. The STPF has 90 forest guards, 18
foresters, three RFOs and an Assistant Conservator of Forests. The officers
have been trained for combating poaching and enabling intelligence-based
enforcement, handling firearms and combat tactics. They patrol the forest on
foot and check for electric wires and snares. However, they are not provided the
patrolling route beforehand and the patrolling route is provided only at the time
of patrolling to ensure information not leaking to outside sources. This also
provides security to the officers from poachers. They are also trained to tackle
the mob during human animal conflict and also protect livestock from
depredation. STPF also provides support to the beat guards during emergency.
They also ensure that all villagers are registered and provide support in
adjoining villages of Brahmapuri and Chandrapur region. 
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Radio telemetry tracking of tigers and the two tiger cubs at water hole

Russian officers with STPF officers



Visiting Kolsa Range:
The Russian officers visited the Kolsa Range and were briefed about the flora
and fauna of the range. 

The officers were also shown on field fire fighting exercise done by the forest
officers to protect the forest from fire. 
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Russian officers at Kolsa Range and Wild bisons at Kolsa Range

Putting out fire at Kolsa range



Patrolling on elephants:
The Russian officers were taken for patrolling on elephants in the Tadoba
Range. This was the first time that the officers had seen an elephant, and it was
arranged to have experience of the patrolling done by the Forest Department
on elephants.

In House Interaction (27th March 2016):
Interaction with WTI officers in WTI-HQ: The Tiger Watch Programme
concluded with a formal interaction of Russian delegation with staff members of
WTI. Dr Jagdish Kishwan (Chief Advisor, WTI) briefed the participants on
various conservation initiatives undertaken by WTI conserve the national animal
of India. They were also provided field shirts for use during field work. 

Interaction with the GTF: In a formal meeting with Dr Rajesh Gopal, the
Secretary General of GTF, the Russian Inspectors were acquainted with various
conservation initiatives undertaken by the intergovernmental organization to
conserve tigers across tiger range countries. They were also briefed about
initiatives taken by India in this regard. They were presented with laptop bags
and T’shirts.
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Russian officers interacting with Global Tiger Forum officials

Patrolling on elephant



PM: GOVT TO CREATE ARTIFICIAL FOREST TO
EXPAND THE SUNDARBANS
Tribune Desk, Published at 02:51 PM June 04, 2017

Hasina has instructed the authorities concerned
regarding the expansion of mangrove forest in the
coastal areas of the country Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has announced to create an artificial mangrove
forest to expand the Sundarbans, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, where her government is currently

constructing a 1,320MW coal-based power plant.
Speaking at an event titled “World Environment Day,
Tree Fair and Campaign for Tree Plantation,” she said:
“We have taken all our development projects by paying
special attention to the Sundarbans so it does not get
affected in any way.”

The event was held at the Bangabandhu 
International Conference Centre (BICC) in Dhaka,
reports UNB.
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World Environment Day is being observed around the
world today. The theme this year is “Connecting to the
Nature”.

The prime minister said on Sunday: “The Sundarbans
is not only a heritage site for Bangladesh; it is also
important for the country's existence… Bangladesh
survives because of the Sundarbans. To expand the
Sundarbans, we have already taken an initiative to
create artificial mangrove forest.”

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina hands over three
environmental awards at the "World Environment Day,
Tree Fair and Campaign for Tree Plantation" event held
at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in
Dhaka on Sunday Focus Bangla.

“We are working on preserving the biodiversity of the
Sundarbans and have introduced smart patrolling in
the forests to combat crime,” said the premier.

She also mentioned that her government has taken
initiatives to create alternative employment
opportunities for the local people who are dependent
on the Sundarbans for their livelihood to put an end to
“unnecessary logging”.

Stressing the importance of effective waste
management in industrial zones, the prime minister
said she had already directed the officials concerned
to ensure central effluent treatment plants.

Terming Bangladesh the biggest delta in the world,
Hasina said hills, seas, rivers and canals, and plants
and animals have made it full of biodiversity, and this
biodiversity provides all necessary life resources for
people.

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING STILL HIGH
Dhaka Tribune, Nawaz Farhin, Published at 11:43 PM
March 02, 2017

The initiatives to curb illegal wildlife trade in
Bangladesh remains blunted as the records still show
high figures of wild animals and bird being seized by
law enforcement agencies over the last five years.

A total of 37,039 wild animals and birds were seized
and rescued by the law enforcement agencies from
June 2012 to November 2016, according to the Wildlife
Crime Control Unit (WCCU).

A total of 374 wildlife offenses were recorded in those
five years and only 566 offenders, mostly small
traffickers, were taken in custody.

Though there is no specific information, Bangladesh
remains an important route of global wildlife smuggling
because of rising global demands, a top official of the
Forest Department told the Dhaka Tribune.

Interpol estimates that illegal wildlife trade globally
accounts for some $10-20 billion annually.

Assistant Conservator of Forests Abu Naser Mohsin
Hossain told the Dhaka Tribune that a variety of animal
body parts, ranging from tiger skins and bones to tusks
of African elephants, remains in the seizure list in the
last five years globally.

Recovery of tiger skins from areas close to the
Sunderbans has also been reported in the recent past.

In 2012, RAB rescued three tiger cubs from a
poacher's residence in the capital.
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TIGER SPOTTED IN LAMAIGONPA IN BUMTHANG
February 2, 2017, Kuensel

A camera trap set by a team from the Ugyen
Wanchuck Institute for Conservation and Environment
(UWICE) in Bumthang captured images of a tiger
roaming in their research preserve near Lamaigonpa
Dzong for the first time.

A tiger biologist of UWICE, Tshering Tempa, said the
tiger was spotted walking towards the Lamaigonpa
Dzong thrice since November last year. The tiger was
caught on camera on November 2 last year, and
January 14 and 17 this year.

He said this evidence backs up the claim of Bhutan
being a potential habitat for tigers. “This is a great
success story for our conservation policies and actions.”

He said the same tiger was caught on camera at
Kikiphu above Tharpaling monastery in November 
last year.

Tshering Tempa said that this shows the tiger is able to
successfully hunt and breed in high altitude mixed
conifer and fir forests. “We have not captured any
female and cub as of yet,” he said.

He also said camera trappings caught other
endangered wildlife species like red panda, wild dog,
musk deer, monal pheasant, common leopard, golden
cat and the Himalayan black bear. “This shows that the
research preserve is home to them.”

Many prey species such as wild pigs, sambar deer,
barking deer, and serow were also captured by the
camera traps.

The tiger biologist also said the tigers' main prey are
wild pig, sambar deer and barking deer, which is
abundant in the locality.

He said the camera traps were set as a part of a 
long term wildlife monitoring effort in the UWICE
research preserve, which started in May last year.
“More than 50 remote camera traps are set in the
2,000 hectares research preserve. We monitor it every
two months.”

The camera trapping exercise is carried out with
financial support from the Bhutan Foundation and the
Bhutan Trust Fund for Environmental Conservation.
The UWICE research preserve was established in 2014
for conducting forestry and wildlife research.

— Nima WWangdi, BBumthang 
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A male adult tiger was caught on cameras in the area on different occasions
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TIGERS TO BE REINTRODUCED TO THE WILD
Mom Kunthear | Khmer Times
June 15, 2017

Tiger Beer has donated $1 million to the World Wildlife
Fund to help fight the illegal tiger trade in a scheme
that will see tigers reintroduced to the Eastern Plains
Landscape.

The money will go toward protecting tigers in
Cambodia and 12 other countries where tiger
populations have dropped by more than 96 percent in
the last century. 

There are now as few as 3,890 wild tigers left
worldwide.

The 3890 Tigers campaign is part of a six-year global
partnership between Tiger Beer and WWF in support of
Tx2, a commitment by the governments of 13 countries
to double the world's wild tiger population by 2022. 

As one of the 13 target countries, Cambodia has
committed to doubling its population by reintroducing
wild tigers to the Eastern Plains Landscape, which
includes Mondulkiri Protected Forest and Phnom Prich
Wildlife Sanctuary.

According to WWF, the area forms part of the tiger
landscape with the highest potential for recovery in
Asia, due to its largely intact dry forest habitat.

Chhith Sam Ath, country director of WWF Cambodia,
said tigers are part of the national heritage. 

“To bring tigers back to Cambodia would be the
biggest conservation feat of its kind and would support
the conservation efforts of the whole landscape,” he
said.

He added that challenges including poaching, snaring,
illegal logging, mining and other unsustainable
development needed to be overcome to make the
Eastern Plains Landscape a world-class protected area
before releasing tigers into the wild.

Under the campaign, the beer brand will remove the
tiger from its logo and introduce a limited-edition

design on select packaging without the tiger for the first
time in 84 years, symbolising the threat of wild tigers
disappearing.

The public are also invited to visit 3890Tigers.com,
upload a selfie and choose an artist to collaborate with
to create one-of-a-kind selfie art. 

The idea is that by sharing the selfie art on social
networks with the hashtag #3890Tigers, people will
pledge to help fight the illegal tiger trade and stop
demand for products with tiger parts.

“We cannot imagine a world without tigers and it is an
honour for us to partner with WWF in support of their
conservation efforts,” said Roland Bala, managing
director of Tiger Beer Cambodia. “If tigers disappear, it
would not only have an environmental impact, but it
would also be a real loss for our culture.”

He added that tigers symbolised strength, courage and
power and had featured in art throughout the centuries. 

“It is why we have chosen art as a way to express this
together with our consumers,” he said.

“Through 3890 Tigers, we are bringing people and
artists together through technology and our goal is to
use art to empower a generation of young people to
make a stand against the illegal tiger trade.”

CAMBODIA

The aim of the campaign is to double the wild tiger
population by 2022
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PROVINCE FOCUSES ON PRESERVING RARE,
INDIGENOUS CATS
By Li You | China Daily 
Updated: 2017-03-15

Changbai Mountain, located in eastern Jilin province in
Northeast China, was once covered by lush primordial
forests, home to what are possibly the biggest living cats, the
Manchurian tiger and Manchurian leopard.

A century ago, people could easily spot the tigers and
leopards throughout Northeast China. But later, the animals’
habitat shrank due to damage to the forests
.
In 1998, animal experts from China, Russia and the United
States concluded that only six to nine tigers and three to
seven leopards still inhabited the Changbai Mountain area.

Today, their population has been steadily increasing due to
the intensive conservation efforts of the Jilin government.

To protect the forests — the tigers and leopards’ homeland
— Jilin’s government has banned frequent hunting and
commercial logging.

The well-protected natural reserves are home to many
ungulates, or large herbivorous mammals, which are
regarded as sufficient food for the tigers and leopards.

On Nov 25, 2014, cameras in the Jilin Huncun Manchurian
Tiger National Nature Reserve shot video of an Manchurian
tiger.

In the video, the tiger stops in front of the camera, lifts its
head and looks around. The tiger turns its head, one of the
ears moving slightly. The video shows the tiger’s two
sparkling eyes, sturdy limbs and strong physique.
The video has become one of the clearest and most exciting
film documents of Manchurian tigers ever published.

On Oct 9, 2013, cameras in the Jilin Wangqing National
Nature Reserve captured video of “a leopard mother with her
two cubs” in which a robust little leopard walks in front of the
camera, followed by a chubby leopard mother with another
frisky leopard cub.

The 10-second video marked the first time for China to have
shot video of a leopard mother with two cubs in the wild.
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THE INFRARED
CAMERAS IN
JILIN PROVINCE
HAVE
MONITORED THE
MANCHURIAN
TIGERS AND
LEOPARDS
GROWING IN
POPULATION
YEAR BY YEAR.”
FENG LIMIN, associate professor
at the School of LIfe Sciences at
Beijing Normal University

27
Manchurian tigers and 42
leopards inhabited the eastern
region of jilin province from 2012
to 2014



According to a dozen years’ observation and research
performed by a research team from Beijing Normal
University and the Jilin Forestry Department, at least 27
tigers and 42 leopards inhabited the eastern region of
Jilin province from 2012 to 2014.

“The infrared cameras in Jilin province have monitored
the Manchurian tigers and leopards growing in
population year by year,” said Feng Limin, associate
professor at the School of Life Sciences at Beijing
Normal University.

“As for their distribution, they are gradually moving to
China from the Sino-Russian border regions. The
animals’ growing population show that Jilin has made
good improvements in protecting these wild animals,”
Feng said.

But the current situation is still not positive for those
endangered animals.

At present, almost all of the tigers and leopards are
squeezed into the Jilin Hunchun National Nature
Reserve and Russia’s national park for the animals,

which is actually an islet isolated by wetlands and
railways.

Due to intensive cattle and ginseng farming, the food
resources and living space of the tigers and leopards
began to dwindle.

On April 1, 2015, Jilin province banned commercial
logging in the State-owned forests to preserve the
habitats for the wild animals.

Jilin province will build three to five new natural
reserves for the threatened species. They also formed
a special fund for monitoring mountain habitat and
protecting the animals.

The government also seized the opportunity to
cooperate with Russia in monitoring the environment
and conducting scientific research.

A national park project for Manchurian tiger and
leopard’s protection was approved recently to build a
national park of 1.46 million hectares in Jilin and
Heilongjiang provinces.
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INDONESIAN RANGERS DISMANTLE TRAPS TO
SAVE WILDLIFE
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
Leuser, Indonesia | Mon, May 15, 2017 | 11:39 am

In the depths of Indonesia’s dense Leuser rain forest, a
group of rangers are searching for traps set by
poachers which are endangering rare wildlife.

Scientists and conservationists consider the Leuser

Ecosystem, which falls mostly within Aceh province on
Sumatra island, to be among the most important
forests left in Southeast Asia.

It is the last place of sufficient size and quality to
support viable populations of rare species like
orangutans, Sumatran tigers, rhinoceroses, elephants,
clouded leopards and sun bears.

In 2015 hundreds of traps were confiscated monthly in

INDONESIA

This picture taken on May 9, 2017 shows Indonesian forest rangers discovering traps set up by poachers to capture bears
and tigers in the Leuser ecosystem rainforest, located mostly within the province of Aceh on the northern tip of the island
of Sumatra. Scientists and conservationists consider the Leuser Ecosystem to be among the most important forests left in
Southeast Asia, particularly because it is the last place of sufficient size and quality to support viable populations of rare

species like Sumatran tigers, orangutans, rhinos, elephants, clouded leopards and sun bears

AFP/CHAIDEER MAHYUDDIN



Leuser but now fewer than 10 are found every month,
according to local conservation NGO Forum
Conservation Leuser.

“The rangers are trained to track signs indicating that
there were poachers in the area, such as by looking for
cigarette ends or footsteps,” said Rudi Putra, head of
the forum.

Some traps are designed to snare animals’ feet. Others

consist of spears set high up in trees, which would fall
when a trap is sprung.

The rangers also watch for signs of deforestation such
as illegal logging, and collect data from the forest for
further research.

Poachers typically set up traps to capture elephants,
tigers and bears so they can sell them illegally and
make money.
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This picture taken on May 9, 2017 shows a team of Indonesian forest rangers making their way through the Leuser
ecosystem rainforest, located mostly within the province of Aceh on the northern tip of the island of Sumatra. Scientists

and conservationists consider the Leuser Ecosystem to be among the most important forests left in Southeast Asia,
particularly because it is the last place of sufficient size and quality to support viable populations of rare species like

Sumatran tigers, orangutans, rhinos, elephants, clouded leopards and sun bears
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BENGALURU: Even as the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) has sought a status report on illegal
road works in the core areas of Kumbarwada Range of
Kali Tiger Reserve, the state Forest Department has
stopped the illegal road works on a 9-kilometre stretch.

A series of complaints were filed by activists stating
that the department should stop the metalling and
improvement works as thy violated all existing norms
and guidelines.

Two road works were taken up by the state Public
Works Department on a 9.2 kilometre stretch from
Dokrappa to Ambali Temple in the Kumbharwada
range. On this stretch, six kilometres of the road is
tarred while the remaining 3.2 kms is a kutcha road.
The kutcha section from Kumagal Cross till Ambali
Temple was slated for metalling work while the
remaining tarred section for improvement.

O Palaiah, Director, Kali Tiger Reserve said, “We have

already stopped the road works as such activities
cannot be taken up in the core areas. I have already
sent a report to Chief Conservator of Forests which will
be sent to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests.
The Ministry of Environment and Forests guidelines,
2014, is very clear and it says status quo of roads has
to be maintained and any upgradation or widening of
roads cannot be taken up.”

The MoEF guidelines state, “The status quo of the
roads passing through national parks and core 
critical tiger habitats shall remain the same. The 
roads can be maintained or repaired only in their
present form.”

“Neither widening nor up-gradation work is allowed. If it
is an existing tarred road, it shall be maintained as
such and no widening work can be taken up. Though
the existing tar road can be improved without referring
to National Board for Wildlife, metalling of the kutcha
road is a clear violation of NTCA guidelines.”

FOREST DEPT STOPS ILLEGAL ROAD WORKS IN KARNATAKA’S KALI TIGER RESERVE
By Meera Bhardwaj | Express News | Published: 08th May 2017 06:05 

INDIA

The 9.2-km stretch from Dokrappa to Ambali Temple in which two road works were taken up by the Public Works
Department | Express



NTCA BANS BBC FOR FIVE YEARS
The Telegraph

Guwahati, Feb. 28: The National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) has banned the BBC from filming in
all the tiger reserves of the country for five years
because of the negative portrayal of India’s
conservation efforts at Kaziranga tiger reserve in the
documentary One World: Killing for Conservation.

According to an office memorandum, signed by NTCA
assistant inspector-general Vaibhav C. Mathur on
February 27, journalist Justin Rowlatt and his agency
misled government officials into giving permission to
film by submitting a false synopsis. Then they went on
to produce a documentary which shows Indian
conservation efforts in poor light, contrary to the
synopsis submitted, the memo said.

The NTCA had solicited an explanation from Rowlatt.
The BBC journalist sent a vague reply, without
providing any explanation regarding the violation of
conditions.

The NTCA says four conditions were violated — filming
after sunset, not screening the documentary before a
committee of the ministry of environment, forests and
climate change, dishonouring the undertaking provided
and deviating from the original synopsis submitted to
the ministry of external affairs and the NTCA.

The NTCA has advised the external publicity division of
the external affairs ministry to revoke Rowlatt and his

crew’s visas besides taking appropriate action to
prevent their entry into India for a period of not less
than five years.

The NTCA also advised the wildlife wing of external
affairs ministry not to give the BBC permission to 
film in any protected area of the country for five 
years.

According to the provisions of Section 38 of the Wildlife
Protection Act, no filming shall be permitted by the said
journalist and the BBC in tiger reserves of India for five
years from the date of issue of this order.

In an earlier letter, the NTCA said, Rowlatt had used
spasmodic events as an umbrella to judge a gamut of
conservation efforts that go into safeguarding our
wildlife heritage, with scant respect for the laws in
place.

“The immunity provided to forest officials under Section
197 of the CrPC has been construed as a shoot to kill
policy,” it said.

TIGER POPULATION BOOMS IN INDIA’S TERAI
REGION
The Tribune, 16-01-2017

New Delhi, January 16: Projecting a bright picture of
tiger conservation, the number of big cats in the Terai
region has grown significantly with at least 71 new
adults roaring, says the latest report.
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The highest rise so far has been recorded in
Uttarakhand’s Western Circle — a huge part of the vast
Terai region of the state located outside the tiger and
forest reserves — where the figures went up from 79 in
2014 (last census) to at least 119 adults till last year,
officials said.

Meanwhile, at Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary and
Dudhwa National Park of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve,
situated in the Terai region of Uttar Pradesh bordering
Nepal, the number of tigers has increased from 53 in
2014 to at least 79 adults.

The numbers in Assam’s Manas National Park, also
part of the Terai landscape, have also risen though the
final results are awaited, officials said.

The Phase-IV monitoring was conducted in a few forest
divisions, including the West Circle of Uttarakhand and
parts of the Dudhwa Tiger reserve in 2016. The
monitoring is under way in some reserve forests,
including Corbett and Manas, and yet to be conducted
in several other parts of the country.

“The number of tigers has increased significantly. Over
50 adults have been identified for the first time,” said
Dr Parag Madhukar Dhakate, Conservator of Forests,
Western Circle.

A good number of cubs were also counted but 
officials requested that the numbers be not disclosed.
“All tigers and cubs were healthy. It projects a good
prey-predator ratio,” Dhakate said.

The western circle spreads over 2,573.6 sq km (from
Haldwani to Ramnagar) comprising 60 per cent natural
forests and 40 per cent plantations.

The figure projects distribution of a breeding population
of tigers living outside reserve forests in a complex
landscape, which also include agricultural fields and
human encroachments.

The Phase IV monitoring of the western circle is an
independent census (self-initiated) and one of the firsts
in the country conducted over a large area. It started in
January 2016, officials said.

“The monitoring was carried out for 214 days using 250
camera traps used at 393 locations. A total of 16,457
images were obtained,” said Dhakate, adding that the
mission included 500 people.

Images obtained from camera traps were fed into a
software; manual identification was also done to
estimate the numbers. Like the finger prints of humans,
every tiger has unique stripes, which is now the
modern method for counting and distinguishing tigers.

“We now have a baseline... earlier we were not sure of
the actual number of animals but now we know areas
where tigers are present. This will help us modify the
protection strategies,” Dhakate said.

Experts believe that the reason for such a boom is the
“heterogeneous and complex landscape” of the
western circle that supports the species better because
of automatic “niche construction”.

Niche construction or ecosystem engineering is a
process in which organisms modify their environment
for survival.

“In such complex landscapes, unlike homogeneous
landscape of a typical forest, prey density for animals
is good because a niche for different animals is
automatically created,” said Dhakate.

Meanwhile at Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, a healthy 
tiger population, along with some cubs, was seen
during Phase IV monitoring from October to 
December 2016.

“With 51 tigers in a small area of 227 square km,
Kishanpur Sanctuary has one of the most dense
populations of felines,” Sunil Choudhary, Field Director,
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, told IANS.

Narendra Upadhay, Wildlife Warden at Dudhwa,
however, believes that the number of tigers in the
national park is under-reported as its dense landscape
minimises visibility.

Manas National Park in Assam has also seen a 
slight increase so far, as the number of tigers in 
two of the three regions of the reserve forests has 
gone up from 11 in 2014 census to at least 16 in
November 2016.

India is home to 70 per cent of the world’s free-ranging
tigers, estimated at 2,226 in 2014, of which at least 640
dwell outside tiger reserves.

The boom in population is believed to be a good sign
for 2017, as 129 tigers died in 2016 due to poaching or
accidents, the highest in a decade.

The Terai arc landscape includes the fertile lowlands of
the southern Himalayan and Shivalik foothills and north
of Indo-Gangetic plains in Nepal, India, Bangladesh
and Bhutan.

It spreads over 49,500 sq.km and is home to 86
species of mammals, over 600 species of birds, 47
species of reptiles and amphibians, 126 species of fish
and over eight million human beings.

— IANS
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WILDLIFE GROUP EXTENDS SUPPORT FOR
NATIONAL PROTECTED AREA
By Phaisythong Chandara
(Latest Update January 13, 2017)

The Wildlife Conservation Society-Laos Programme
(WCS) will continue to work closely with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry to conserve the Nam Et-Phou
Louey National Protected Area ecosystem.

An agreement on the Nam Et-Phou Louey National
Protected Area Management and Tiger Conservation
Project Phase 5 was signed recently by WCS Country
Programme Director, Dr Christopher Holmes, and the
ministry’s Forest Resources Management Department
Deputy Director General, Mr Bouaphanh Phanthavong.

The five-year programme will run until 2021 with
financial support of more than 16.2 billion kip (over
US$1.9 million) from the AFD, European Union, CliPAD,
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Under the agreement, the project will establish model
protected area management practices. The Nam Et-
Phou Louey National Protected Area (project site)
straddles the provinces of Huaphan, Luang Prabang
and Xieng Khuang, while the project office is based in
Hiem district in Huaphan province.

The project will help with community engagement,
capacity development, and supporting the site
management unit and natural resource protection.

The project will also improve sustainable financing for
protected area management and monitoring and
research.

The signing ceremony took place in Huaphan province
and was witnessed by provincial Deputy Governor Mr
Phanthong Phetsaysomphan, representatives from line
ministries, and other invited guests.

WCS’ goal in partnership with the Lao government is to
conserve the Nam Et Phou Louey National Protected
Area (NEPL NPA) ecosystem and its functions as a
model in Asia.

The NEPL programme contributes to the achievement
of the 2016-2020 National Socio-Economic
Development Plan, which identifies three supporting
pillars of development economic growth, cultural
preservation, and environmental sustainability.

National Protected Areas are important to the economy,
environment and culture of Laos as they protect
watersheds to reduce flooding and provide clean water
for drinking and irrigation and ensure food security for
forest-dependent upland communities.

The NEPL NPA was established in 1993 with the
purpose of conserving biodiversity and the upper
watersheds of several important rivers that provide
water to lowland farms and cities. The NPA represents
one of the richest biodiversity areas in Laos and is
internationally recognised as Laos’ last remaining
refuge for tigers.

Nam Et-Phou Louey provides non-timber forest
products and wildlife to support the nutrition and
livelihoods of 30,000 villagers throughout Huaphan,
Luang Prabang and Xieng Khuang provinces,
according to the WCS.

In addition, the NEPL NPA is currently providing
alternative sources of income for local people from
eco-tourism, which has been increasing every year.

This project’s livelihood and conservation initiatives
support the government policy of increasing forest
cover and poverty alleviation and are expected to
enhance environmental services, including food
security, while at the same time help to conserve the
rich biodiversity of Laos.
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Wild animals aren’t supposed to be pets and they
certainly don’t belong in people’s homes. This simple
fact, though, hasn’t stopped some Malaysians from
keeping protected species as pets at home. The exotic
wildlife trade across the country is thriving, most of it
conducted online.

At times it’s not just small critters like exotic birds,
endangered turtles or slow lorises that people keep as
pets or seek to do so. It can be large and fierce
animals like tigers. To wit: a Malaysian man, an
engineer by profession, has pleaded guilty in court to
keeping a private menagerie of protected animals,
including a female Malayan tiger, without permits at his
home in Kampung Gahal Jaya, in Selangor.

The man, Mohd Taha Abd Wahab, also had a leopard
cat, a mouse deer, a Schneider’s dwarf caiman, in
addition to several exotic birds. Each of the animals he
chose to keep as pets is protected by Wildlife
Conservation Act 2010. He faces the prospect of up to
five years in prison and a fine of up to RM500,000 for
keeping a Malayan tiger without a permit. He is also
facing further charges, nine in all, for keeping other
endangered species.

His lawyer insisted that his client, a 51-year-old father

of four, was an animal lover who kept members of
endangered species as a form of “therapy.” “It’s my
client’s hobby. His mistake was not having a licence,”
the lawyer explained. “He is not trading in animals, he
is an animal lover. He is suffering from heart disease,
keeping animals is like therapy for him.”

Make of that what you will, especially as cats and dogs
could have served that same therapeutic purpose.
Cats and dogs have been domesticated for just that
purpose, whereas wild animals like tigers and caimans
have not. Needless to say, Malayan tigers do not
belong in cages, much less as pets at people’s homes.
There are only a few hundred Malayan tigers left in the
wild across the entire country, which has pushed the
species closer to the verge of extinction. Many other
wild species are faring the same or only slightly better
in the country, which is renowned worldwide for its
biodiversity but has seen its natural habitats disappear
and its endemic species decimated by poachers.

The exotic pet trade, too, is taking its toll on
endangered animals. The man said he had bought the
animals at a pet shop near his home, which indicates
that you don’t have to go far if you have the money and
want to buy a tiger as a pet. The trade in endangered
animals must be stopped once and for all.

MALAYSIAN MAN KEPT A TIGER, A LEOPARD CAT AND A CAIMAN AS PETS
February 12, 2017 cleanmalaysia.com
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Tigers don’t belong in cages, much less in people’s homes as pets



MAJORITY OF MAMMALS IN KAYIN STATE IN
TROUBLE
By Kyi Kyi Sway
Friday, 03 March 2017, Myanmar Times

Of the 31 species, 17 are categorised as “near
threatened”, “vulnerable” and “endangered” in the
International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) red list.

The discovery, which has been described as “rare”,
was made during a survey across four hill forest areas
by the Karen Wildlife Conservation Initiative (KWCI) and
its partners between December 2014 and July 2015.

“It is incredibly rare to find such rich and diverse wildlife
anywhere in the world today, certainly not in Southeast
Asia.”

“This area is a refuge for the last tigers in the region,
Asian elephants, and so much more,” said Clare
Campbell, the director of Wildlife Asia — a partner of
KWCI. 

KWCI technical field expert and the leader of the survey
Saw Sha Bwe Moo said deforestation was becoming a
concern in Myanmar, as the country developed.

“The peace process is bringing economic
development, so we are seeing more habitats of
wildlife destroyed.”

“We are also dealing with wildlife poaching. We must
act now if we are to protect this last great wilderness”.

In the survey — conducted using six camera traps —
the wildlife researchers also recorded important
species like the Asiatic golden cat, sun bear and dhole
(Asiatic wild dog) in the hill forests.

The cameras that took almost 4200 shots also
captured images of poachers, driven by the large
market for illegal wildlife trading, which was getting
critical.

WWF Myanmar conservation director Nick Cox 
said the illegal wildlife trade was “rapidly emptying
Myanmar's forests”, which were also vulnerable 
due to their proximity to the infamous Golden 
Triangle region.

He said illegal wildlife markets in local cities and along
the border must be shut down.

“We need well-trained rangers on the ground too if
Myanmar is to keep its incredible wildlife,” he said.

AUTHORITIES CLAMP DOWN ON ILLEGAL
WILDLIFE TRADERS
By Kyaw Ko Ko
Monday, 06 February 2017, Myanmar Times

Wildlife authorities and anti-smuggling officers are
stepping up efforts to clamp down on the illegal
trade of wild animals through the Mandalay-Muse
road by intensifying inspections at checkpoints
along the busy route.

The illegal export of organs and parts of wild animals
has recently been reported to be increasing, along with
the illegal trade of drugs, arms and human trafficking,
Mandalay Department of Forestry assistant director U
Moe Thu said.

Most of the goods seized by officers were bound for
China, he said.

“According to current findings, majority of the wildlife
seized were snakes and tortoises. Mandalay has
become a centre for illegal traders,” U Moe Thu said.

The illegal routes for exporting whole and parts of wild
animals in Myanmar are Myitkyina-Kanpaikti and
Myitkyina-Laiza road in Kachin state to China,
Mandalay-Lashio-Muse-Shweli road in Mandalay region
to China, Taunggyi-Keng Tung-Mong La road in
southern Shan state to China, Taunggyi-Keng Tung-
Tachileik road to Thailand, Mawlamyaing-Myawaddy
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and Ye-Dawei-Phayar Thonesu road in Mon state to
Thailand, said an official from the Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) U Aung Kyaw.

He said the department will intensify its checks on
goods passing through the route, adding that
offenders will be immediately arrested. Officers will also
be properly trained to detect possible traffickers.

“As the public don't know these laws yet, public
awareness and educational programs will be
conducted for widespread knowledge,” said U Aung
Kyaw.

From 2010 to 2016, a total of 210 cases of illegal
wildlife trade was reported nationwide. Out of that
number, 29 cases were from the Mandalay region,
according to the Department of Forestry.

Section 37(a) of the Protection of Wildlife and
Conservation of Natural Areas Law states that any act
of killing, hunting or wounding a completely protected
wild animal without permission, and possessing,
selling, transporting or transferring such wild animal or
any part of a completely protected wild animal without
permission shall be punishable with up to 7 years in jail
and a fine of K50,000.
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FREQUENT TIGER SPOTTING IN BNP DRAWS
MORE BACKPACKERS
The Rising Nepal

Gulariya (Bardiya), May 16: The number of tourists
visiting the Bardiya National Park (BNP) has shot up
dramatically with a sudden growth in the frequency of
tiger spotting.

The domestic as well as foreign tourists have not been
let down, and they are getting to see tigers roaming in
the wild more often.

BNP has stated that tigers, rhinos and wild elephants
are seen more often these days. On the other hand,
the hotel entrepreneurs in and around the BNP are
elated with the prospect of serving more customers.

With the scorching summer heat in full swing, tigers are
seen coming out of the undergrowths to take a splash
in the rivers and ponds and thereby making it easier for
the jungle guides and tourists to spot them. Tigers are
seen more often along the Bhangalo bank of Karnali
river everyday, BNP Acting Chief Conservation Official,
Ramesh Thapa said.

The BNP has five mature tigers, six premature tigers,
37 rhinos, more than 100 wild elephants and 30,000
spotted deers. BNP is the largest conservation area in
Tarai with its boundaries straddling 968 square
kilometers.

The BNP will soon be making public the population of
tigers following the conclusion of a census conducted
recently. RSS

TIGER POPULATION INCREASING IN CHITWAN
NATIONAL PARK
Published: June 12, 2017 3:36 am, 
The Himalayan Times, TILAK RAM RIMAL

Chitwan, June 11: The Chitwan National Park’s
endeavours to increase the population of striped tigers
seem to have paid off, with its latest camera-trap
record showing a significant rise in tiger population.

As per The Global Tiger Recovery Plan, which was
endorsed in the St Petersburg Declaration on Tiger
conservation in 2010, Nepal committed to double its
tiger population by 2022, from 121 to more than 250.

NEPAL
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A Royal Bengal tiger is seen in the Chitwan National Park in Chitwan district, on Tuesday, April 4, 2017

PHOTO: RSS

The 2013 census report showed that the population of
tigers in the national part was 120, while the number of
young tigers across the country was 198.

Chief of CNP Ram Chandra Kandel confirmed the
increment in the tiger population in the national park.
"The number of tigers must have increased by at least
10 to 20 per cent,” said Chief Kandel.

NEPAL-INDIA JOINT PATROL TO COMBAT
WILDLIFE POACHING
May 26, 2017 3:41 pm, The Himalayan Times

CHITWAN: Nepal and India have agreed to launch a
joint patrol in parks and reserves along the Nepal-India
border to deal with the issues of wildlife poaching. The
joint move will be targeted at finding the trans-border
hideouts of wildlife smugglers and crack down on
poaching.

The joint move will be targeted at finding the trans-
border hideouts of wildlife smugglers and crack down
on poaching.

A two-day bilateral meeting also attended by authorities
of parks and reserves of both countries concluded here

with the decision late on Thursday evening at Valmiki
Tiger Reserve in India.

Chief Conservation Officer of Chitwan National Park
Ram Chandra Kandel headed the Nepali team while
the Indian side was led by Valmiki Tiger Reserve’s field
director Chandra Shekhar.

The two sides agreed to exchange bilateral 
information, make the joint patrolling effective, 
enhance the capacity of parks and reserve staff 
and to conduct a field monitoring. The meeting also
decided to take an immediate measure if any problem
was found while undertaking joint efforts to combat
wildlife poaching, according to CNP conservation
officer Kandel.

Representatives from the National Trust for Nature
Conservation and Zoological Society of London were
also present in the meeting.It is noted that a bilateral of
high-ranking officials concerned of both countries held
in Patna on February 28,

It is noted that a bilateral of high-ranking officials
concerned of both countries held in Patna on February
28, this year agreed to work in collaboration to combat
wildlife poaching.
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RUSSIAN HUNTER FINED $30,000 AFTER
SHOOTING ENDANGERED SIBERIAN TIGER
May 31, 2017 | 13:56, The Moscow Times

A Russian man has been fined 1.7 million rubles
($30,000) after shooting an endangered Amur tiger.
The man, from Russia’s Far Eastern region of Primorye,
was also handed a suspended jail term of 1 year and
10 months, the RIA Novosti news agency reported.

In August 2015, the young female tiger was found three
kilometers from the village of Kishinyovka with broken
hind legs after being shot by by an IZH-27E hunting
rifle. The animal was transported to Vladivostok for
veterinary care, but later died of its injuries.
The Amur tiger, also called the Siberian tiger, is a
protected species in Russia. Thanks to ongoing
conservation work, its population in the country’s Far
East has grown from 330 tigers in 2005 to 562 in 2015.

ANTI-POACHING DRIVE BRINGS SIBERIA’S
TIGERS BACK FROM BRINK
Robin McKie Science editor
Saturday 24 June 2017 20.10 BST Last modified on
Saturday 24 June 2017 22.30 BST

In February, Pavel Fomenko was told that the body of a
young female tiger had been discovered underneath a

car parked outside the town of Luchegorsk, in eastern
Russia. Fomenko - head of rare species conservation
for WWF Russia - took the corpse for examination
where he uncovered the grim details of the animal’s
death.

The Amur tiger, which is also known as the Siberian
tiger, had been caught in a trap and had chewed off a
paw to free itself. It was left crippled, unable to hunt,
and died of starvation while seeking shelter under the
car. “Hearing about this sort of thing is always painful,”
said Fomenko. “This was a beautiful tigress.” It is
harrowing scenes such as these that conservation
groups are hoping will become increasingly rare in the
years to come. Later this week, WWF will launch an
appeal that aims not just to halt the decline in tiger
numbers but to boost them to new levels. The goal is
to increase the world’s tiger population in the wild to
more than 6,000 by 2022, the next Chinese year of the
tiger. In this way, it should be possible to achieve
global security for this poster boy and girl of the
conservation movement.WWF reported that global
numbers in the wild had risen from 3,200 in 2010 to
about 3,900 in the introduction of anti-poaching patrols,
habitat protection and other measures.

"The increase in tiger numbers is encouraging but the
species’ future in its natural environment still hangs in
the balance and numbers remain perilously low,” said

RUSSIA
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Rebecca May, WWF’s tiger specialist. “There now
needs to be an enormous push forward to build on this
progress. We need commitment and urgent action
from all governments of ‘tiger-range’ countries [where
tigers still roam free], as well as the passion and
unwavering support of the public.”

To fund the campaign, WWF will launch an appeal this
week for the public to become “tiger protectors” by
donating £5 a month to its programme. Some of this
money will be used to expand reserves in the wild
where tigers can mix and breed in greater numbers,
reversing a trend that has seen the tiger’s range in Asia
shrink by nearly 95% over the past 150 years.

This attrition of habitat has continued unabated into
recent times. Between 2006 and 2014, the tiger’s
already dwindling range shrank a further 40%. By
contrast, human populations have soared in tiger-range
countries - which include India, Russia, Nepal and nine
other Asian nations that now have a human population
of 3.2 billion, double the number in 1977.

In addition, poaching, habitat destruction and climate
change still pose major threats to the species,
problems that are all illustrated by the battle to save the
Amur tiger. In 2010, it was estimated that more than
70% of Amur deaths were caused by humans, most of
them poachers who use roads built deep into forests
by the logging industry to find the tigers.

The Russian government has recently introduced a
package of measures aimed at boosting Amur
numbers, including restricting logging in tiger habitat
areas and increased penalties for poaching and the
possession of tiger parts, which are sold to countries in
the Far East where they are considered to have
medicinal properties.

As head of conservation, Fomenko has been trying to
implement these measures, work that sometimes
requires spending a month or more in the wild tracking
and protecting tigers — including fights with poachers
— and investigating sites where poaching and
suspicious tiger deaths have occurred. “There’s the
risk of getting lost, the risk of getting frostbitten, the risk
of encountering a predator. There is a high chance of
meeting death,” he said.

The fortunes of the Amur tiger have been more
encouraging than most. Its population had dropped to
only 20 to 30 animals in the 1930s and the species was
on the brink of extinction. Today, there may be more
than 500 Amurs in the wilds of Siberia thanks to the
work of conservationists such as Fomenko, backed by
governments that value good conservation.

It remains to be seen if this reversal can be maintained,
although Fomenko is under no illusions about the value
of such work: “Tigers are powerful, they are beautiful,
they are perfect — and they can co-exist with humans.”
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Pavel Fomenko carries a rifle, believed to have been abandoned by a poacher, 
through the forest wilderness of Primorski province.
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THAI JUNGLE SEEN AS BREEDING GROUND FOR
INDOCHINESE TIGERS
Associated Press 29 MARCH 2017 o 12:02AM

Conservationists say they have evidence that the
critically endangered Indochinese tiger is breeding in a
Thai jungle, giving hope for the survival of an animal
whose total population may be less than 300.

Thailand’s Department of National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation along with two private organizations
announced Tuesday they have photographic evidence
of new tiger cubs in eastern Thailand, supporting a
scientific survey that confirmed the existence of the
world’s second breeding population of the tigers. The
other breeding ground is in the Huai Kha Khaeng
Wildlife Sanctuary in western Thailand.

The Thai agency, along with Freeland, an organization
fighting human and animal trafficking, and Panthera, a
wild cat conservation group, said only 221 Indochinese
tigers are estimated to remain in two Asian countries,
Thailand and Myanmar.

It is feared that tigers, which once ranged across much
of Asia, are now all but extinct in southern China,
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and much of Myanmar, the
groups said in a joint statement. Indochinese tigers are
smaller than the better-known Bengal and Siberian
tigers.

“Poaching for the illegal wildlife trade stands as the
gravest threat to the survival of the tiger, whose
numbers in the wild have dwindled from 100,000 a
century ago to 3,900 today,” it said.
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THAILAND

Two young tiger cubs are photographed by a camera trap set by Thailand's Department of National Parks

PHOTO: EPA



The statement noted the tigers’ “remarkable resilience
given wildlife poaching and illegal rosewood logging”
in the eastern jungle.

“The Thai forestry department proved that with
protection you can not only bring tigers back, but now
the western forest complex, specifically Huai Kha
Khaeng, is a global model of tiger conservation,” Alan
Rabinowitz, chief executive officer of Panthera said in a
video call from New York.

“It is one of the best protected and best tiger areas left
in the world. Thailand has shown that you can protect
tigers and bring them back. They can do this now in

the eastern forest complex as they’ve done in the
western forest complex.”

HIGH HOPES FOR TIGER POPULATION DOUBLING
Bangkok Post
3 Apr 2017 at 04:30

The discovery of at least six cubs in Thap Lan 
National Park, which connects to the Unesco World
Heritage-listed Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest
Complex, is giving conservationists hope that 
Thailand will be able to double its tiger population 
by 2022.
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Three Indochinese tigers roam the forest in Eastern Thailand 

The tiger population is increasing in their major habitats in the Western Forest Complex's Huai Kha Kaeng-Thung Yai
Wildlife Sanctuary. Hopes are high Thailand will double its tiger population by 2022
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VIETNAM’S CONSERVATION COMMUNITY CALLS
FOR YOUTH ACTION ON WORLD WILDLIFE DAY
By Tuoi Tre News, March 04,2017, 08:03 GMT+7

Young people should be part of the solution and speak
up for the protection of endangered wildlife species

In recognition of the World Wildlife Day on Friday,
members of the conservation community in Vietnam
have encouraged young people to be part of the
solution and speak up for the protection of endangered
wildlife species.

Themed “Listen to the Young Voices,” this year’s World
Wildlife Day is encouraging youth around the world to
rally together to address ongoing major threats to
wildlife, including illicit trafficking, over-exploitation and
habitat loss.

“Change must come from within, and right now there is
an important window of opportunity for young people
to make a difference for Vietnam’s wildlife,” said a
spokesperson from a group of 14 organizations
working in Vietnam to protect wildlife and combat
wildlife crime.

The group comprises embassies, international
organizations, and local and international non-
governmental organizations, the U.S. Embassy in
Hanoi said in a press release on Friday.

It is a message that carries particular weight in
Vietnam, where many wildlife species are facing the
brink of extinction due to over-exploitation and illegal
trade, according to the document.

It is a very real threat already played out with the Javan
rhino, which was declared extinct in Vietnam in 2010,
and now many other species including tigers,
elephants, and pangolins are not far behind.

While Vietnam has enacted a range of efforts in recent
years to improve legislation, strengthen law

enforcement, and reduce consumer demand, there is
still much more that needs to be done to respond to
wildlife crime.

According to the United Nations Population Fund,
Vietnam is currently recording the highest proportion of
young people in its history.

Young people between the ages of 10 to 24 now
represent nearly 40 percent of the population in
Vietnam, which presents a unique chance in its history
for young people to influence and contribute to positive
change.
“As the largest demographic group and the future
leaders and decision makers of Vietnam, it is crucial
that young people are empowered to act at both local
and global levels to protect wildlife,” said a
spokesperson of the conservation group.

“By calling for and practicing zero tolerance for wildlife
crime — starting with our own behavior and not
purchasing or consuming any products made from
endangered species — young people can help to
mobilize the change that is urgently needed.”

According to the U.S. embassy, World Wildlife Day is
also a timely opportunity to remember the
commitments made at the third international
Conference on Illegal Wildlife Trade, which was hosted
by Vietnamese government in November 2016.

During the conference, Vietnam and other countries
made important commitments to end illegal wildlife
trade.

It is vital that 2017 is a year of strong and sustained
action to close down illegal wildlife markets and reduce
consumer demand for illegal wildlife products.

“World Wildlife Day is a reminder to all of us — whether
government officials, law enforcement officers or
private citizens — that we all need to step up our
efforts, before it’s too late,” said the spokesperson.

VIETNAM



In 2017 IFAW Russia continues to support the work of
Trans-Regional Non- Governmental Organization
“Center for Rehabilitation of Tigers and Other Rare

Animals” (TRNGO Center Tiger).

On April 29, 2017 a young female tiger, named Filippa,

was released into the wild, she was raised and
prepared for surviving independently in her natural
habitat at the TRNGO Center Tiger. Food and veterinary
support of Filippa’s rehabilitation was provided by the
autonomous non-commercial organization “Amur Tiger
Center”.

NEWS FROM INTERNATIONAL NGOs

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE (IFAW)
TIGER CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA IN THE FIRST HALF OF 2017

36 GTFNEWS

IFAW staff took part in the release and also photographed and filmed the entire process.



In order to do so Brant Backlund, IFAW’s
cameraman specializing in filming wildlife,
travelled to the Jewish Autonomous Region to
the Dichun Sanctuary where the tiger was
released; in 2013, he jointly with Michael Booth
filmed the famous “jump to freedom” of the
female tiger Zolushka, which was watched by
approximately 22 million viewers.

Location for Filippa’s release was chosen with
a lot of care. IFAW funded research for the
project “Establishment of sustainable
population of the Amur Tiger in the Jewish
Autonomous Oblast”, implemented by experts
of the TRNGO Center Tiger on request of the
government of the Jewish Autonomous
Region. In the framework of this research the
most suitable locations for release of
rehabilitated tigers were determined. Finally,
the Federal Supervisory Natural Resources
Management Service selected the Dichun
Regional State Nature Sanctuary for Filippa’s
release.

It had been less than a week since Filippa was
released, and already a successful hunt was
confirmed. Filippa started her independent life
in the wild by successfully hunting a young
Asian black bear. This information confirms
good hunting skills of the released tiger. She
did not have experience of hunting other
predators in the enclosure. This is very
valuable information confirming high
adaptability of young animals who underwent
rehabilitation. Information about the first
successful hunt was provided by the staff of



the Directorate of wildlife conservation and protected
natural territories of the Jewish Autonomous Oblast to
TRNGO Center Tiger. 

And IFAW Russia has terrific news — the family of
rehabilitated tigers Borya and Svetlaya, whose habitat
is in Zhuravliny sanctuary, Jewish Autonomous region,
finally became parents! 

Borya and Svetlaya were admitted and rehabilitated 
at the TRNGO Center Tiger at the same time. Borya
was released in May 2014 in the Amur Region and
Svetlaya was released a month later — over 500
kilometers away in Zhuravliny. It was absolutely
amazing when Borya left the Amur region and travelled
all the way to Zhuravliny to reunite with Svetlaya in
December 2015.
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As it was watched from camera traps the two tigers
started to hang out together obviously enjoying each
other’s company. Our hope was that the two graduates
of the TRNGO Center Tiger would soon become
parents. At the end of April that hope was realized.
These tigers are now living and thriving in a region that
had not seen tigers for several decades.

At the end of May, Borya made himself and his new

family more elusive by completely destroying one of
the camera traps. Luckily for us he took some selfies
first!

At the moment, there are two tiger cubs, male and
female, approximately of 11 months age in
rehabilitation at the Center.

IFAW continued to support the monitoring and
protection of the released tigers. IFAW allocated funds
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for the fuel for the snow and swamp going vehicle 
Bobr (purchased by IFAW in 2016 for protection of
Borya and Svetlaya at Zhuravliny). IFAW provided
money for supplies for camera traps in Khingan 
Nature Reserve.

In 2017 IFAW deepened cooperation with the Ussuri
Nature Reserve, one of the main tiger reserves in
Russia. Due to the long process of reorganization, the
reserve currently is in very cramped conditions. Due to
the lack of funding the reserve did not have enough
money even for gasoline. IFAW provided funds for anti-
poaching patrols to ensure the protection of the
reserve from poachers and fires: for fuel, spare parts
for vehicles, radio communication devices and
payment for satellite phones and etc.

As well IFAW continued cooperation with environmental
education department of the Ussuri nature reserve. A
series of educational events for various categories of
residents of the southern part of the Primorsky Region
were conducted. Topics of the events were related to
environmental issues faced by the Amur tiger and
included a series of lectures-presentations,
discussions, interactive games and trainings, creativity
competitions (drawings, craft, poems), exhibitions.

Also IFAW continued to support eco-lessons at local
schools and the eco-center in Southwestern Primorye.
The main goal of educational project is to strengthen
Amur tiger conservation in the Russian Far East
through combination of conservation education and
community outreach.
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Centre for Wildlife Studies (CWS) works with a
central focus on the recovery, protection and
maintenance of tiger populations in source-

sites. Our work enables the development and
implementation of a comprehensive model for tiger
conservation and monitoring, not just for India, but
followed now by tiger range countries across Asia. 

MONITORING TIGERS AND THEIR PREY IN THE
WESTERN GHATS LANDSCAPE
CWS manages the world’s longest-running tiger
monitoring project across the species’ global range.
Launched in 1990, the project maintains a database of
over 800 individual tigers from the Malenad landscape
in Karnataka and adjacent States. Between January
and June 2017, we carried out camera trap surveys in
Nagarahole, Bhadra and Wayanad Tiger Reserves. We
invested a total effort of 15,333 camera-trap days, 774
person-days, and 32,214 km of field vehicle travel for
these surveys and the preparatory work. The surveys
yielded a total of 270,016 camera-trap images. We are
currently processing and validating the field data,
which includes tagging of photo-captured individuals,
assignment of complementary flank images, extraction
and visual comparison of images followed by final
assignment of individual identities using program
ExtractCompare. To estimate tiger densities once the
identification process is complete, spatial capture-

recapture analyses will be carried out using
approaches recently developed in collaboration with
scientists from the US Geological Survey. 

To estimate tiger prey densities, we carried out line
transect surveys in Bhadra Tiger Reserve and Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary. We surveyed a total of 66 square
transect samplers covering a total area of 836 km2 in
the two protected areas as well as the adjacent reserve
forests. We invested approximately 773 person-days
and a total travel of 18,150 km in field vehicles for
these surveys. We are currently processing and
validating the field data, following which we will carry
out exploratory analyses, model fitting and statistical
analysis to derive density estimates for the tiger’s
principal prey in these sites.

SCAT COLLECTION FOR GENETIC PROFILING
In the field season of 2017, our field teams also
opportunistically collected tiger scat samples. We
collected 34 tiger scats in Nagarahole, Bhadra and
Wayanad for subsequent laboratory genetic analysis.

MONITORING TIGERS AND THEIR PREY IN THE
EASTERN GHATS LANDSCAPE
The Eastern Ghats (across the states of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana) hold over 20,000 km2 of
potential tiger habitat. Tigers are patchily distributed

NEWS FROM NATIONAL NGOs

CENTRE FOR WILDLIFE STUDIES (CWS)
TIGER RESEARCH AND MONITORING

Left image 1: Tiger camera-trapped in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.
Right image 2: CWS team set up camera-traps in Malenad Tiger Landscape.
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across these vast landscapes, and occur at low
densities in a few sites. The forests of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana therefore hold great promise for the
recovery of substantial increases in tiger populations. 

CWS implements its tiger monitoring work in the
Eastern Ghats landscape in collaboration with local
partner Hyderabad Tiger Conservation Society
(HyTiCoS), and the State Forest Departments. The
teams covered 1600 km2 in Amrabad Tiger Reserve for
camera-trap surveys to estimate tiger densities.
Camera trapping in 131 locations for 96 days in 2017
resulted in a total effort of 9820 trap nights, and 127
tiger images. Detailed analyses are underway to
identify individual tigers and estimate tiger densities for
the region.

To facilitate informed management of tigers and their
habitat based on current status, interim field reports for
both tiger occupancy surveys and tiger monitoring
assessments in Andhra Pradesh and Nagarjunsagar-
Srisailam Tiger Reserve respectively, were shared with
the Chief Wildlife Warden of Andhra Pradesh Forest
Department. CWS and collaborators played an
important role in establishing a robust framework for
tiger monitoring in this landscape under the
government-mandated Phase-IV monitoring exercise. In
2017, we initiated Tiger Monitoring Programme in
Amrabad Tiger Reserve of Telagana and implemented
Phase IV of Tiger monitoring that included camera 
trap surveys for tigers and co-predators. For the 
first time, we carried out line transect surveys to
estimate herbivore density in Amrabad Tiger Reserve
investing a total walk effort of 605 km that yielded
sightings of 372 herbivores. Currently, field data is
being analysed. In the newly recognised tiger corridor
of Kawal Tiger Reserve connecting to the southern part
of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, we systematically
carried out camera trapping to study movement and
landscape use by tigers which yielded 24 photo-
captures of tigers and 4 individuals being identified. In
collaboration with the forest department, our teams
continued monitoring and protection of four tiger cubs
in the region. The cubs are observed to have
successfully established into new territories in the
recent months. 

MITIGATING HUMAN-TIGER CONFLICT
CWS and HyTiCoS set up a dedicated toll-free number
for the public to report illegal activities like snaring and
smuggling of wildlife. It has produced a network of 250
informants, and registers an average 50 complaints per
month. The law enforcement teams have dismantled
over 1050 snares in combing operations, busted an
organized poaching gang leading to the seizure of 120
kg wild pig meat and arrests of seven people, shared
intelligence on 65 cases and assisted the forest
department in booking 21 illegal offences. Intervention
by CWS conservationists has ensured that the

government orders that legalised culling of wild boars
that raid crop fields was not renewed after its expiry
period of one year.

PROVIDING SCIENTIFIC INPUTS TO
MANAGEMENT OF THE MALENAD LANDSCAPE 
Our long-term tiger and prey monitoring program is
invaluable not just from the viewpoint of tracking the
health of the populations, but also in terms of better
understanding the population dynamics of tiger,
leopard and prey populations and in assessing
responses of these populations to conservation
interventions.CWS provides real-time, validated inputs
to the Forest Department to inform the management of
tiger and prey populations and their habitats.
Particularly drawing on our extensive database of over
850 individually identified tigers, we rapidly match
tigers that have been poached, or that have come into
conflict with humans, with the images in our database,
thus pulling up the origins and previous photo-capture
histories of these individuals.

From January to June 2017, we compiled 10 tiger
mortality reports in the Malenad landscape, of which
five were determined to have died of natural cause, two
were poached and for three individuals, the cause of
death could not be established. Of these 10
individuals, five were matched with photo-captures in
our database, and we were able to shed light on their
previous histories, which were shared with the
respective Forest Departments. We also compiled two
reports on the removal of three tigers by the forest
department that had either come into conflict with
human communities or were found injured within or
near the forest. 

WORKSHOPS AND CAPACITY BUILDING FOR
FRONTLINE STAFF
We partnered with the Telangana State Forest
Department to build capacity of frontline staff in
advanced tiger monitoring protocols as per the NTCA
mandate under Section-2 of Phase IV of Tiger
Monitoring. We conducted training workshops for 165
frontline staff of different cadres including Assistant
Conservator of Forests, Forest Range Officers,
Foresters, Guards and Watchers in two Divisions of
erstwhile Adilabad District. 65 Forest Range Officer
trainees from 5 states, who are undergoing mandatory
induction training at the Telangana Forest Academy
were trained in the technicalities and field operations of
tiger monitoring.

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS PROGRAMS
CWS and HyTiCoS held conservation awareness
programs in areas adjacent to tiger reserves in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh for 800 students from
16 schools, and 400 college students; nature clubs
were established in 7 schools, and tiger sensitization
workshops attended by 15 teachers.
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Sending a clear message on the country’s ‘zero
tolerance’ stand against any and all wildlife-
related crime, a total of 4012 wildlife parts of 48

species were incinerated at the Chitwan National Park
(CNP) headquarters in Kasara on May 22, 2017. These
included wildlife parts stored at Tikauli (1739 parts) and

Kasara (2273 parts) that have been collected from
across the country over the past 20 years. Some of the
major items burned included: 357 rhino horn; 67 tiger
skin, apart from the 418 leopard skin, and skin of snow
leopard, red panda and python; tiger claw; pangolin
scale; musk pod; bear gall; leopard bone; Tibetan
antelope fur, elephant tail hair; tortoise scale and sea
horse among others.

Joining in the spirit of the historic occasion, that was
made to coincide with the International Biodiversity
Day, were also the Hon. Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr.
Prakash Sharan Mahat; Hon. Minister for Forests and
Soil Conservation (and NTNC Chairman) Mr. Shankar
Bhandari; Hon. Minister for Population and
Environment Mr. Jay Dev Joshi; Hon. State Minister for
Forests and Soil Conservation Mr. Dirgha Raj Bhat; the
US Ambassador to Nepal, Ms. Alaina B. Teplitz, along
with senior government officials from related line
ministries.

Alighting the stockpile furnace into flames, the Hon.
Minister for Foreign Affairs and chief guest inaugurated
the bonfire spectacle in the presence of more than 500
national and international conservationists, media
persons, security chiefs, civil society members and
local community members alike.

NATIONAL TRUST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION (NTNC)
OVER 20 YEARS OF NEPAL'S WILDLIFE STOCKPILE GO UP IN FLAMESILE 

SN WILDLIFE PART QUANTITY

1 Bear gall bladder 15

2 Clouded leopard skin 2

3 Elephant tail hair 354

4 Leopard skin 418

5 Pangolin scale 2 sacks

6 Red Panda skincale 47

7 Rhino horn 357

8 Snow leopard skin 1

9 Tibetan antelope fur 42 sacks

10 Tiger skin 67

LIST OF ANIMAL PARTS UNDER CITES CATEGORY-I

CITES Category-I 18 species

CITES Category-II 4 species

CITES Category-III 4 species

Others 22 species

LIST OF SPECIES UNDER VARIOUS CITES
CATEGORIES

Foreign Minister Mr. Prakash Sharan Mahat getting ready to light aflame the wildlife stockpile



The stockpile inventory management included identifying
and bar-coding each wildlife part, whilst also preserving
the DNA samples. Further, a special press conference
with extra vigilance to ensure adherence to scientific
procedure and transparency was maintained following
the Cabinet’s decision to destroy the wildlife stockpile
through the amendment of the existing regulation on
May 18 2017. The initiative was taken under the lead of
the Government of Nepal and its line agencies, and was
made successful through the support provided by the
Nepal Army, NTNC, WWF, ZSL and SAWEN. Through the
leadership of MoFSC, NTNC played a key role in the
validation and verification of the stockpiles, to ensuring
thorough implementation of the mission on the ground.

A 52 ft by 16 ft by 3.5 ft furnace using brick, clay and
iron rod was especially designed for this purpose by
NTNC and built at the army sport ground by the Shri
Jung Brigade. Following the bonfire, the wildlife ash

remains will be buried into a monument to symbolize
Nepal’s non-compromise against wildlife trade and
poaching.

1100 kilos of ivory however could not be destroyed
given the required heat to burn the material (requiring
approx 900 degree Celsius). Other items not destroyed
and saved for future reference purposes included 10
rhino horn, 5 tiger skin, 4 musk deer pods, 2 red panda
skin, 1 snow leopard skin, and a sack of Tibetan
antelope fur.

Resonating the theme of other speakers, the Hon.
Minister for Forests (and NTNC Chairman) also
emphasized Nepal’s conviction to show to the rest of
the world that wildlife should only bear value so long as
they are kept alive in the wild, and that “wildlife parts
have absolutely no purpose and future whatsoever
when dead.”
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THE CORBETT FOUNDATION (TCF)
JANUARY TO JUNE 2017

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) was founded in
1994 by Mr. Dilip Khatau, with the primary
objective of facilitating harmonious coexistence

between man and nature. Long term conservation
success relies largely on the support and participation
of local forest-dependent communities, and therefore
TCF’s community-based conservation programmes
comprise conservation research and awareness, rural
medical outreach and awareness, training and capacity
building, veterinary care, sustainable livelihoods and
natural resource management and sustainable
development initiatives. TCF works in and around the
tiger reserves of Kanha, Bandhavgarh, Corbett and
Kaziranga and in The Greater Rann of Kutch with tribal
and other forest-dependent communities. 

I) WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
TCF celebrated global environmental days, and
conducted awareness programmes on wildlife
conservation for the local community, impressionable
young children and youth in and around the tiger
reserves of Corbett, Kanha, Bandhavgarh and
Kaziranga, to impress upon them the importance,
threats to and means of tiger and wildlife conservation.
On World Wetlands Day, TCF’s divisions organized
visits for local community members, school staff and
students, forest authorities and field staff to important

water bodies nearby, explaining the ecological role and
importance of wetlands. World Forestry Day,
International Biodiversity Day and World Environment
day were celebrated with the local community and rural
schools through field trips into forest habitat, sapling
plantation, waste clean-up drives, slogan and themed
marches, essay, art, poster-making, speech and quiz
competitions, wildlife documentary and movie
screenings, discussions, presentations and lectures.
On World Water Day, TFC Corbett conducted a 
one-day Mahseer survey in the Kosi and Khichdi rivers
in collaboration with the Ramnagar Forest Division,
where six teams surveyed stretches of approximately
20km and 11km of the respective rivers to identify
Mahseer presence. Additionally, awareness
programmes on snakes, forest fires and Turtle
conservation were also conducted. In June 2017, TCF
launched a Conservation Education Programme in
collaboration with the Forest Department at Sahyadri
Tiger Reserve (STR), Maharashtra. The programme
comprises sensitization and creating awareness
among rural and nearby urban school students about
STR’s rich biodiversity and the importance of its
conservation through nature trails and treks, and
involving the local rural community in these efforts. TCF
also participated in the Kanha Bird Survey as part of
Bird Count India.



II) WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH
a. Interim Relief Scheme: Corbett Tiger Reserve and

the adjoining forest divisions in Uttarakhand are an
important conservation landscape in the Terai arc
region, with 250 villages and 25 Gujjar settlements
located in the buffer zones. Community losses due
to frequent cattle and livestock depredation by
tigers and leopards, and procedural and financial
delays in compensation builds frustration and
resentment in the community against wildlife,
leading to revenge killings of the responsible
predator by poisoning the carcass it returns to. To
mitigate this human-wildlife conflict and the grave
threat to big cat conservation here, TCF and WWF-
India, since 1995 have been providing ex-gratia
financial assistance to villagers whose cattle have
been killed by a tiger or leopard in the buffer zone
of CTR, by way of an Interim Relief Scheme (IRS).
This alliance has been extended to Kanha Tiger
Reserve as well, as of June 2016. With nearly 100%
reporting of cattle kills, TCF promptly responds to
kill-reports, providing immediate effective monetary
assistance and medical treatment to the injured.
This scheme has reduced the antagonism of locals
towards wildlife. Between January and May 2017,
146 incidents were reported from Kanha while 357
incidents were reported from Corbett. A total
amount of approximately ?3,62,112 was disbursed
as compensation.

b. Human-wildlife conflict mitigation using solar-
lights: TCF Corbett distributed six solar lights to the
villagers of Kalinko near Corbett Tiger Reserve,
experimenting with the light’s ‘blinking mode’ and
higher intensity to stave off crop-raiding wild
herbivores and wild carnivores more effectively and
further mitigate human-wildlife conflict. The
advantages of using these lights were studied
throughout the month from when they were these
lights were studied throughout the month from

when they were distributed. TCF also installed five
solar streetlights at previously determined locations
in villages Sonjala, Ranikota, Teda, Parewa and
Chandpurin the Corbett Landscape to illuminate the
streets after dusk and reduce conflict by providing
safe passage to the villagers.
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Xc. Village Wildlife Guardians: TCF and TOFTigers
supported by the Steppes Travel and The Tribes
Foundation has continued implementing the Village
Wildlife Guardians (VWG) programme, wherein six
individuals from the Garhi, Samnapur and Khapa
ranges of Kanha Tiger Reserve work closely with
TCF and the Forest Department to monitor human
activity in the vicinity of the reserve and keep an
eye out for suspicious movement and activities that
undermine conservation efforts. Between January
and June 2017, the camera traps installed at
various sites have captured movement of wildlife
like Barking deer, Wild boar, Civet cats, Jackasl,
Langurs, Hares and leopards. The monitoring of six
weekly markets has revealed the average
availability of Non-Timber Forest Products (in
kilograms) across the three forest ranges. Through

patrolling, the VWGs have also reported small
explosives and snares meant to trap/kill small
wildlife, forest fires, illegally felled trees and retained
timber.

d. Nature Guide Training: On invitation by the
Chhattisgarh Forest Department, TCF conducted a
Nature Guide Training programme for 30 guides of
Barnawapara Wildlife Sanctuary. The programme
was well appreciated by the Forest Department,
complete with classroom and field modules
comprising audio-visual sessions, communication
skills, wildlife study and nature interpretation, study
of the region’s natural history as well as first-aid
training and personal hygiene discussions. Plans
are on way for a fresh session in the coming
season.
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The Tiger Research and Conservation Trust
(TRACT) is a not for profit, non-government
organisation, dedicated to the conservation of

wild tigers, their prey and their habitat both inside and
beyond boundaries of the Central India landscape.

We work in the forests of Central India, within and
beyond boundaries of the reserves, in the peripheral
forests and the forested corridors.

Our work focuses on a) facilitating protection through
patrols and training; b) integrating local stakeholders in
the process of wildlife conservation; c) mitigating
human - large carnivore conflict by local participation
and changing how local communities living in tiger
habitats view this species; d) creating a social fence,
which is key for its persistence in the future. 

Our ongoing projects are in State of Maharashtra, in
the Chandrapur District (Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve
landscape, Nagpur District (Pench Tiger Reserve and
Umrer Karhandla Wildlife Sanctuary) and Gondia
District (Nawegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve)

MITIGATING HUMAN — WILDLIFE CONFLICT: 
Human - large carnivore conflict mitigation has been
one of the main component of TRACT's conservation
initiatives. Chandrapur district has experienced very
high conflict between people and tigers/leopards with
more than 200 cases of attacks on people in the last
decade.

TRACT has been working towards training the forest
personnel in ways to manage this co-habitation by
understanding the reasons for conflict and creating a
platform to have a dialogue with the local communities. 

1. Brahmapuri Forest Division landscape, a forested
corridor extending north east of Tadoba Andhari
Tiger Reserve to Umrer Karandla Sanctuary is
home to a large population of tigers and leopards.
This landscape has seen very high conflict between
large carnivores and people including attacks by
wild boars. 

Supported by IUCN, TRACT is working in
partnership with the State forest department in 60
conflict affected villages in this landscape, creating
local leadership through Primary response teams.
Each team is being trained to address the first
reaction of the local community to a conflict
situation, to minimise conflict and retaliation; to
ensure minimum damage to people and wildlife in a
conflict situation. 

2. Supported by US Fish and Wildlife Services, TRACT
has been working with the communities in 85
villages in the Buffer of Tadoba Andhari Tiger
Reserve, creating awareness to minimise this
conflict between people and tigers/leopards. Drills
with these local village teams are conducted to
ensure a First line of defence in a conflict situation. 

3. TRACT is working in 35 villages in the buffer of the
Nawegaon Nagzhira tiger reserve, creating Primary
Response teams called Tiger ambassadors in
these villages. Issues addressing crop raids,
attacks by wild boars and presence of large
carnivores near human dwellings. 

4. Having proposed this scheme, TRACT monitors the
work done in the 50 buffer villages of Tadoba
Andhari Tiger Reserve under the Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Jan Van Vikas Yojana, the
integrated development scheme of the Maharashtra
State Government. TRACT has also done field
surveys to monitor the change in the dependence
of the local communities on the habitat by
introduction of LPG for each household, the use of
the newly constructed toilets and the other
amenities under this scheme. 

5. TRACT continues to patrol some of the sensitive
buffer forest areas in Tadoba Andhari and
Nawegaon Nagzhira jointly with the local Forest
field personnel. Local youth are trained for this and
given a stipend to patrols these areas. 
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WCS-India has initiated a trans-boundary
project with financial support from the IUCN-
KfW Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation

Program, to reconnect tiger source populations in
Northeast India to habitat in the neighbouring
Myanmar. Concurrently, WCS Myanmar is working on
the other side of the international border to secure
forested areas and mitigate threats to wildlife. In 2017,
we invested 734 trap-nights for camera-trap surveys for
assessments of tiger prey.

FACILITATING VOLUNTARY RESETTLEMENT
Communities that live inside Tiger Reserves exert
considerable pressure on tiger and prey populations
through various activities, and cause lower animal
densities in the park. At the same time, families living in
forest interiors suffer heavy losses to conflict with
wildlife, and lack access to fundamental needs such as
education and healthcare. Voluntary and fair
resettlement of these families serve both conservation
and livelihood needs. WCS-India has been supporting
voluntary resettlement of these families since the 1990s
in multiple ways. We engage with families residing in
forest interiors, providing them with information on the
process of resettlement and its benefits; liaising
between resettling families and government personnel,
including ensuring that benefits are fully, fairly and
transparently provided; and offering extensive post-
resettlement support.

In Kudremukh National Park, WCS-India assisted 23
families in receiving relocation benefits from the District
Relocation Committees. These families received Rs.
113,309,951 in compensation money after being valued
for property and structure, and standing crops. In effect,
a total 41 acres of land was added to the National Park.
In Devamachi Reserve Forest, falling within the buffer
zone of Nagarahole, WCS-India staff garnered local
community support for the Forest Department against
large-scale forest encroachment by more than 500
families. Later, the District Administration was able to
partially clear the encroachment; WCS-India staff were
part of a delegation that approached the District In-
charge Minister and Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu, for
the resettlement of these families which was completed
by April 2017. Persistent follow-up by WCS-India and
Mudumalai Relocation Committee ensured that 33 of
the 37 land-based beneficiaries that relocated out of
Mudumalai WLS in 2016 received electric, water and
road connections for their new houses, and are only
awaiting final land-related paperwork to relocate. In
Kerala, 13 families of Tholpatty WL Range received a
first instalment of Rs. 600,000 each. Of these families, 7
have vacated their lands within the Park; we also

assisted 171 families to officially file for resettlement. In
Kawal Tiger Reserve, WCS-India’s efforts resulted in
130 villagers opting for voluntary resettlement. 660
families from three villages within Amrabad Tiger
Reserve opted for voluntary resettlement as well. In
Telangana, 110 families from 2 villages have given their
willingness to move and relocation process is in
advanced stages.

Families wishing to relocate were provided effective
liaisons with government and socio-political leadership
to maximize the benefit from government-sponsored
relocation schemes. 

POST-RELOCATION SUPPORT
WCS-India staff continued to provide motivation and
support to families that are volunteering to relocate from
critical wildlife areas in reserves or are in the process of
relocating or have already relocated. Such support
included in arenas of agricultural activities, education,
healthcare, banking support, livelihood and employment,
among others. 522 people including infants received
access to health care such as immunisation, diagnostic
tests and hospital care. We supported families for
agriculture by providing seeds, saplings, trees, fertilizers,
pesticides, agricultural implements, and assistance
towards animal husbandry. Relocated tribal families
attended training programs on maintenance of bank
accounts, leadership, driving, and skill-development.
WCS-India team ensured 15 MNERGA beneficiaries
were allotted jobs, earning total wages of nearly 2 lakhs.
To supplement energy requirements of relocated
families, WCS -India team assisted 107 families from
Nagarahole apply for new LPG connections and
ensured 24 families received LPG supply. We helped 20
families install solar lighting and networked with a civil
society organization and engineering students to
distribute solar power systems to 220 families. 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY-INDIA (WCS-INDIA)
TRANS-BOUNDARY INITIATIVES FOR TIGER CONNECTIVITY IN NORTHEAST INDIA

Image 1. Note book distribution as part of post-relocation
support to school children of families that moved out of

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.
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MITIGATING HUMAN-TIGER CONFLICT
Wild Seve: An inevitable outcome of success in
conservation is that as wildlife populations increase
they begin to increasingly utilise human-dominated
areas adjacent to wildlife reserves. This leads to
increased conflict in the form of crop loss, cattle
depredation, damage to property, injury and even
human death. At the same time, wildlife species are
subject to retaliatory killing through poisoning of cattle
carcasses and snaring. Mitigating such conflict
becomes critical to fostering tolerance of wildlife
among forest-edge communities, and to minimize
losses by these communities. In July 2015 project Wild
Seve was launched by WCS-India to address human-
wildlife conflict incidents occurring around Nagarahole
and Bandipur National Parks in Karnataka. This
conservation initiative applies mobile technology that
functions as an early-response call-feedback loop
where farmers facing loss by wildlife can report an
incident. Wild Seve field agents reach the farmers
immediately to assist them in filing claims for
government mandated compensation. Our efforts have
led to 2,190 families receiving over Rs. 6,198,841 in
compensation and more than 5,000 cases being
tracked.

Technical workshop on Linear Infrastructure
Impacts: WCS-India lead a project titled “Connectivity
across the landscape: Strategies to meet needs for
infrastructure and wildlife in India” supported by the

Science for Nature and People Partnership (SNAPP).
Meetings were held with 41 experts from 27 institutions
in 2016 and in 2017 to form a landscape connectivity
and infrastructure working group. Expected outputs
include publications on mitigation and infrastructure
growth in India, structural and functional connectivity
analysis for India, open access data portal which
provides > 70 distinct data layers covering 19
categories for India, key resources and analysis on the
two focal landscapes of Central India and Western
Ghats.

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS PROGRAMS
Karnataka: WCS-India staff held two Nature Camps for
the Karnataka Forest Department and sensitized 105
school students belonging to villages surrounding
Bandipur Tiger Reserve. In Kali Tiger Reserve, WCS-
India staff conducted seven nature camps for the
Karnataka Forest Department - 435 school students, 21
teachers and 69 general public participated in these
camps. In Kumbarawada Wildlife Range, 637 villagers
were sensitized on wildlife conservation and relocation
programs. 

Kerala: WCS-India and Kerala Forest Department
collaborated for public awareness programs involving 8
colleges and 2 civil society organisations. College
students acted as messengers and reached over
230,000 locals to sensitize them on wildlife
conservation and forest fire.
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Image 2. Participants and collaborators of the Science for Nature and People Partnership (SNAPP) 
Committee workshop held in 2017.
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Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) currently
works in 130 national parks (NP) and wildlife
sanctuaries (WLS) across 23 Indian states,

covering 82% of 50 tiger reserves (TR) and 18% of
approximately 730 Protected Areas (PA). With over 3.5
million people living inside TRs and three hundred
million dependent on natural ecosystems, we cannot
separate communities from conservation. Thus, WCT
lays equal emphasis on wildlife conservation and
community development in forested areas.

FOREST PROTECTION
WCT works closely with state forest departments in
India to ensure that they have the best equipment and
training to carry out their duties.

Support for forest departments: WCT donates
vehicles to various PAs and territorial divisions to
improve the mobility of frontline staff. Between January
and June 2017, one truck was donated to Melghat TR,
Maharashtra along with 350 winter jackets for staff of
the Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF). Additionally,
five motorcycles were donated to Eravikulam, Chinnar
and Pampadum Shola NPs in Kerala, as well as
Sariska TR in Rajasthan. 

During the same period, WCT also equipped 26 Anti-
Poaching Camps (APCs) in six PAs in Kerala, providing
essential items such as solar charging systems, first-

aid kits, trunks, cooking sets, and water storage tanks
along with personal equipment such as shoes, winter
jackets, rucksacks and blankets. Additionally, WCT
supported the weapons training programme organised
by Pakke TR in Arunachal Pradesh for 110 staff
members. 

WCT also donated 10 tents to the Nature Conservation
Society in Amravati, Maharashtra for the community
centre they run in Melghat TR, Maharashtra.

Capacity-building for frontline forest staff: A key
focus of WCT is to build capacity within the forest
department. To this end, WCT conducts various
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UPDATES FROM JANUARY TO JUNE 2017

Truck donated to Melghat Tiger Reserve to improve on-
ground patrolling.

M-STrIPES implementation workshop for forest guards conducted by WCT at Melghat Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra.



trainings for the forest staff, often bringing in 
experts from various fields such as veterinary medicine
and law enforcement to supplement the officers’ 
skill sets.

WCT, in partnership with Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
and state forest departments, is assisting tiger reserves
in implementing MSTrIPES, a patrol-based wildlife
monitoring GIS database system. Between January
and June 2017, WCT trained 240 frontline staff from the
Melghat TR in Maharashtra on MSTrIPES
implementation; bringing the total figure of trained staff
to over 720 guards across Pench TR (Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra), Nawegaon-Nagzira, Bor and
Melghat TRs and Umred-Karhandla WLS in
Maharashtra. Trainings were conducted in systematic
patrolling and data collection. WCT is also building the
capacity of the staff in the TRs mentioned above by
assisting in the analysis of the observations recorded
by the frontline staff. Over 3 lakh kilometers of on-foot
patrolling effort has been compiled and analysed from
the six PAs so far.

Between January and June 2017, 18 workshops on
wildlife law and crime prevention were conducted,
covering 1,346 frontline forest staff from training
institutes across Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.
Trainings were also conducted for senior officers of the
Rajasthan Forest Department and Pakke Tiger Reserve
in Arunachal Pradesh and at the Central Academy for
State Forest Service, Dehradun. 

WCT’s Wildlife Law Enforcement Training team has now
touched a milestone figure of training 10,000 guards
since its inception across the country. 

Forest guard health and safety: WCT has conducted
six ‘Trauma Management Training workshops’ between
January and June 2017 for 243 forest staff from
Melghat and Nawegaon-Nagzira TRs in Maharashtra.
The training aimed at building the forest guards’
capacities in handling life-threatening and emergency
situations during the course of their daily work.

WCT also focuses on providing quality health care to
forest staff, through its ‘Caring for Conservators’
programme. Between January and June 2017, WCT
conducted 16 preventive health camps, covering 2,258
forest staff members (permanent and temporary) from
Bor, Tadoba-Andhari, Nawegaon-Nagzira, Melghat and
Pench TRs along with Umred-Karhandla WLS in
Maharashtra. Participating forest staff received a
thorough clinical check-up, medicines for common
health issues and referral advice from an expert panel
of doctors from Mumbai and Nagpur.
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Three-day workshop on wildlife law enforcement carried out at the Govindgarh Forest Training School.

Health check-ups being carried out at the Tadoba-Andhari
Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra.
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CONSERVATION RESEARCH

Tiger population estimation: Between January 
and June 2017, WCT carried out tiger population
estimation programme, as per the Phase IV 
guidelines set by National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA), in Satpuda-Pench Corridor, Madhya
Pradesh. A total of 3000 sq. km. was sampled
intensively. This long-term study is helping conservation
managers understand the trend in tiger populations
outside PAs. 

Human-Wildlife Interface Management: WCT’s Rapid
Response Unit (RRU) responds to rescue calls from
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh Forest Departments
for assistance in wildlife rescue operations. WCT’s RRU
plays an important role in planning, animal handling,
and rehabilitation of rescued wildlife.

WCT RRU was actively involved in monitoring
movement of tigers in Pandharkawada division of
Amravati, Maharashtra. In its effort to mitigate human-
tiger conflict, Maharashtra Forest Department (MFD)
and WCT devised a system of monitoring tiger
movements and set in place an alert system for nearby

villages in the event of a tiger straying close to human
habitation. During the past six months, WCT’s efforts of
monitoring tigers in this area have led to WCT and
MFD detecting presence of two new tigers and a new
birth event.WCT RRU was also involved in efforts with
the Madhya Pradesh Forest Department in rescuing
two tigers.

COMMUNITY INTERVENTIONS 
WCT works closely with communities living in the buffer
zones of tiger reserves on three key areas: health,
education and livelihoods. Our goal is to raise their
standard of living and reduce the dependence of these
communities on forests. 

Education: WCT understands the value of education to
a child’s future and works extensively with government
schools in the buffer zones of TRs to build the capacity
of the teachers, provide infrastructural support and
create alternate avenues for learning.

WCT, along with its education partners, actively works
to identify areas of improvement in delivery of teaching,
school administration and management, and adoption
of the latest techniques of teaching.

WPSI’s Tiger Conservation Awareness
programme in central India uses three 
small vans. The vans are painted with tiger

stripes and equipped with battery-powered 
audio-visual projectors and speakers. The three teams
work in the fringe villages of Kanha, Bandhavgarh 
and Tadoba Tiger Reserves, and through the 
Kanha-Pench corridor, to spread awareness and
disprese information about WPSI’s Secret Information
Reward Scheme. The program consists of a 
screening of a wildlife film in the local language,
followed by an open dialogue with the villagers 
about their wildlife-related problems. The teams also
provide information on government schemes that the
villagers could benefit from, such as compensation
schemes, and guide the villagers through the process
of filing claims.

From January to May 2017, the awareness programme
conducted a total of 228 film screenings and meetings
for an audience of approximately 40,570 villagers and

354 Forest Department officials. The vans also covered
40 weekly markets.

Anti-poaching Training Workshop: WPSI’s team in
central India conducted eight anti-poaching training
workshops for enforcement officials between January
and May 2017. The workshops were held in Mogarkaa,
Navgeoan, Tadoba Andhari Tiger Resrve, West Betual
Division, Nagpur Division, Chandrapur Terirotrial
Division, and Karwa and Mohurli in the Tadoba-Andhari
Tiger Reserve buffer zone. A workshop was also held in
Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary in West Bengal. In total,
the workshops were attended by 534 Forest and Police
officials.

WPSI Assisted Seizures and Investigations: WPSI
assisted enforcement authorities with 11 wildlife crime
cases in different parts of India and Nepal from
January to May 2017. Eight cases were registered in
India and three in Nepal, which led to the arrest of 25
alleged wildlife criminals.
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Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, February 20, 2017: Nine days
ago, a Rapid Response Team established under
Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI) UP Carnivore
Conservation Project assisted the Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department in tranquilising and capturing a tiger that
was declared a man-eater after having killed multiple
people in the fringe areas of Pilibhit Tiger Reserve.
Shoot orders had been issued against the tiger, which
meant there was a limited opportunity to resolve the
situation without killing it.

The following is a first-hand account by the two WTI
team members involved in the operation: Dr Aaron
Wesly, project veterinarian and Prem Chandra
Pandey, project sociologist.

On the evening of February 7, the Conservator of
Forests — Bareilly and the Divisional Forest Officer —
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (Wildlife) called to inform us
about a crisis situation: two people had been killed and
another injured in tiger attacks that had occurred on
consecutive days in certain fringe regions of Pilibhit
since February 5.

We proceeded to the Mustafabad Forest Rest House in
Pilibhit the next morning, to attend a high-level meeting
involving the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), the Chief Conservator of Forests — Bareilly,
the Conservator of Forests — Bareilly, the Divisional
Forest Officer — Pilibhit, and the concerned Range
Forest Officers. A control room was established for the
operation, teams were formed and landscapes allotted
to each team to track down the tiger through active
patrolling. The team that would attempt to tranquilise
the tiger was also decided — the two of us from WTI,
Lucknow Zoo veterinarian Dr Utkarsh Shukla, former
WTI veterinarian Dr Saurabh Singhai and two other
local animal husbandry veterinarians. In addition, with
the tiger now having officially been declared a man-
eater, the Conservator Mr PP Singh was tasked to be
the designated shooter in case tranquilisation attempts
should fail, and a .375 rifle and bullets were issued to
him. It was also decided that awareness meetings
would be conducted in the affected villages and safety
leaflets distributed.

Six people had been killed and one injured in tiger
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The WTI team and forest department officials meet with villagers at the home of one of the victims
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attacks in the fringe areas around the Barahi and Mala
forest ranges of Pilibhit since November 28, 2016. The
situation had escalated since February 5, with an
attack occurring every day. These last three attacks
(two kills and one where the victim was injured) had a
similar pattern: humans sleeping outdoors in mosquito
nets were attacked and the limbs on one side
consumed; the tiger had in each case not gone after
livestock that presented an easier, close-to-natural
prey. After one of the kills a nearby camera trap had
recorded a picture of the killer, so we were sure which
tiger to look for.

We got to work immediately, visiting each kill site,
meeting relatives of the victims and conducting
awareness sessions in conflict-affected villagers. The
next day the various teams began tracking tigers in
their allotted areas; we were part of the team for
Shahgarh village and its surrounding regions. We
worked with forest department staff and our tracking
endeavours received further strength with the
assistance provided by local villagers. We distributed
our contact details to a few key people in conflict
villages, asking them to share any information about
the tiger’s presence so that we could act swiftly.

On February 10, the gram pradhan (village head) of
Karnapur called the control room, informing us that his
pet dog had been attacked by an animal early in the
morning. We proceeded to his home and found an
open bleeding wound on the dog’s right thigh,
exposing the musculature. Aaron (Dr Wesly) provided
the necessary emergency treatment but we couldn’t be
sure that the bite had indeed been caused by a tiger.

The last three attacks had a similar pattern: humans
sleeping outdoors in mosquito nets were attacked
and the limbs on one side consumed

Reports of tiger sightings kept coming in through the
course of the day. Our team reported to several sites
as first responders, but our efforts through the day
turned out to be fruitless. We had conducted seven
awareness meetings with conflict-affected villagers over

the last three days and distributed extension aids
regarding the do’s and don’ts during human-tiger
conflict, but there was no confirmed sighting - though
thankfully, also no human kill. However, an unusually
dense fog crept across the landscape at dusk and we
expected to hear some sort of news in the morning.

A Situation on the Boil: Early on February 11, before
6.00am, we received the news from the Range Officer
of Mala that another person had been killed, this time
in Kalinagar village under the Barahi forest range. Our
team was en route when we received news that the
villagers were very agitated and we would be risking
our lives if we entered the village. The forest
department also suggested that we hang back from
the area for a while. So, we left our rescue vehicle a
kilometre from the village, hung our cameras around
our necks and with pocket diaries and pens in hand,
decided to continue towards the kill site, pretending to
be journalists!

We analysed the situation and informed the forest
department that things were under control now that the
police had arrived on site. Having collected all the
necessary details of the incident, we found that the
killing and consumption pattern was the same as in the
other recent kills, raising the probability that the same
tiger was responsible. The crowd that had gathered
pointed us in the direction that the tiger had gone, and
we found pugmarks confirming the same.

While officials from the forest department arrived and
tried to recover the victim’s body, we began tracking
the tiger. We proceeded approximately two kilometres
on foot, following the pugmarks, and reached a PWD
road. As we wondered which way to go, a villager
came up to us and said that a tiger’s pugmark had just
been found at Navadiya village half a kilometre away.
Sure enough, we found a fresh set of pugmarks at the
village and asked the department to bring in trained
elephants immediately — we had a gut feeling that the
tiger was still present in the area.

The forest department staff arrived half an hour later
and two untrained elephants an hour after that — the
trained elephants were stationed further away and it
would take them a while longer to reach the area. We
clambered onto one of the elephants and started
combing the area. Suddenly, we came upon the tiger in
a sugarcane field! Even as we tried to tranquilise it, it
attacked and injured the elephant we were on. It had in
fact launched itself at the mahout and us, but since it
could not get a good enough foothold we had a narrow
escape. Both elephants were terrified and ran away
from the area, beyond their mahouts’ control.

By now the full team had reached the area — higher
officials of the forest department, Dr Utkarsh Shukla
from Lucknow Zoo, Dr Saurabh Singhai, the local
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A pugmark spotted at the village of Navadiya, near where
the tiger was tranquilised
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veterinarians and the WWF team. We decided to
cordon off the sugarcane field with nets before the
trained elephants arrived on site. A JCB land mover
and a crane lift were also called for and a drone
surveillance team was kept at the ready. Finally, the
operation had taken a highly professional and
organised turn.

The Endgame: The trained elephants arrived two
hours later. Dr Shukla and the Conservator Mr PP Singh
climbed onto one of the trained elephants while both of
us climbed onto the other. Dr Saurabh Singhai and a
WWF team member were astride one of the untrained
elephants and the two local animal husbandry
veterinarians from Pilibhit were seated on the other. The
mahouts were told to stand all four elephants side-by-
side, while the JCB would go on ahead, clearing the
sugarcane to give us a better chance of clearly seeing
the tiger.

Leaving a narrow strip of sugarcane alongside the net
cordon, the JCB made a circumferential clearing within
the sugarcane field. Suddenly, the tiger made a dash
towards the periphery, only managing to entangle itself
in the nets. We approached it with the four elephants
but it freed itself in a trice, charging once again at the
elephants in an attempt to get back into the thick
vegetation in the middle of the field. Mr PP Singh was
now frantically firing his rifle into the air to scare the
tiger.

The two trained elephants charged back at the tiger,

trumpeting and roaring loudly, and we almost lost our
balance. Our hearts skipped a beat when the tiger
leaped past us, its mouth just a foot away from our
dangling legs. We turned back to see that two
untrained elephants had already run out of the
cordoned area, and their riders were already standing
on the ground!

Now only the two trained elephants remained,
continuing the task shoulder-to-shoulder. The tiger was
sighted again, hiding inside the sugarcane. Both
tranquilising teams had the narrowest of opportunities
to take their shot. Dr Shukla, the senior and
experienced vet that he is, took his chance. He was on
target, thankfully, for if his attempt had failed, the tiger
would have had to be shot dead.
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Two trained elephants move through the sugarcane with the tranquilising teams

The tiger in a transport cage after it was finally tranquilised



Even before we could get our breaths back, the
massive crowd of onlookers, a gathering of more than
5000 who had been watching from a distance, 
rushed towards the sedated tiger with sticks and
whatnots. We jumped off the elephants, which now had
to be used to drive the crowd away from the sedated
tiger! Finally, after an hour of strenuous effort the tiger
placed into a cage.

The active tranquilising operation had stretched for a
period of five hours. At the end of it, a tiger that was to
be shot was instead tranquilised to be sent to Lucknow
Zoo. Although letting wild remain wild is the
conservation motto and a lifetime in captivity is not the
ideal outcome, it was, we felt, still a happy ending. The
tiger had not been put down, and it would cause no
further human deaths. In the end, both animal and
human lives matter.

IFAW-WTI Conducts First-ever CDR Analysis
Training for Wildlife Enforcement Officials in Bhutan:
Gelephu, Bhutan, February 13, 2017: As part of the
ongoing efforts to train, equip and boost the morale of
forest department personnel in Bhutan, the
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), in partnership with the
Government of Bhutan’s Department of Forests and
Park Services (DoFPS), conducted a two-day technical
workshop on Call Data Records (CDR) analysis for a
select group of enforcement officials on February 2 and
3. This was the first training exercise of this nature for
wildlife officials in Bhutan.

The use of CDR — which involves the analysis of
cellular tower data in a specified set of locations to
shrink/expand a suspect pool as needed, or track a
suspect’s movements — as an investigative tool is
fairly recent in India and Bhutan, and even more
nascent in the investigation of wildlife crimes. It has
already provided spectacular results in some instances
though: in 2015 India’s Wildlife Crime Control Bureau,
working with forest department officials in the southern
state of Kerala, had with WTI’s assistance used CDR
software developed by Mumbai-based Ketan
Computers to generate leads in a poaching case in the
state. What began as a single elephant poaching
incident was revealed to be a complex web of
interstate poachers, traders and carvers involved in the
ivory trade, and culminated in the seizure of 538
kilograms of ivory in New Delhi six months later.

The technical workshop at Gelephu aimed to build the
capacity of forest officers in the use of CDR analysis
software in ongoing and future wildlife crime
investigations. The participants had the opportunity to
conduct a real-time CDR analysis using data from the
aforementioned elephant poaching case from Kerala.

“This workshop is part of IFAW-WTI’s continuing efforts
to help Bhutan’s DoFPS in the capacity building of its
personnel”, said Jose Louies, Head, Enforcement
Assistance and Law, WTI. “Our aim with such training
events is to develop the investigative proficiency of
wildlife enforcement officials using a modern, technical
and systematic approach.”
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Trainers and trainees during the CDR analysis training workshop in Gelephu, Bhutan
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The Balaghat Forest Circle in Madhya Pradesh is
one of the best forested areas within WWF India’s
Satpuda-Maikal landscape (SML) in Central India.

Spread over an area of 4970 sq.km, the forests of
Balaghat are not only home to a rich assemblage of
flora and fauna, but also acts as a vital wildlife corridor
between different source populations. It connects
Kanha and Pench- two of the most important Tiger
Reserves (TR) in Central India and the connectivity also
extends to Navegaon-Nagzira TR (NNTR) in
Maharashtra.

Key areas of the corridor between Kanha and Pench lie
within the Reserved Forests of Balaghat district, which
are under the administrative control of two territorial
forest divisions - North and South Balaghat.
Characterised by mixed deciduous forests, both North
and South Balaghat territorial divisions are primarily
managed for timber harvest (by selective logging) and
extraction of bamboo by the forest department and
with local communities depending on the forests
collecting fodder, other non-timber forest produce and
for livestock grazing. Wildlife management was
naturally secondary in Balaghat Forest Circle’s
management regime.

Immense potential for tiger conservation: Kanha and
Pench being premier TRs, receive substantial
government support for wildlife protection and
conservation. However, Balaghat Circle with immense
potential to support a sizeable tiger population is yet to
get its due. Wildlife populations of Balaghat have
received little attention, by way of study or conservation
action. It is only after WWF India’ studies were initiated
in Balaghat in 2014 that tiger presence and status of
other wildlife were systematically documented.

A recent spurt in the development of linear
infrastructure in the absence of mitigation measures
also threatens wildlife movement in the area.

Balaghat- a promising TX2 Site: With an aim of
enhancing habitat connectivity in SML and 
maintaining a functional corridor between Kanha and
Pench, WWF India in 2014 identified Balaghat as an
important site to achieve its TX2 goal: i.e. an area
earmarked for the recovery of tigers with the target of
doubling the species numbers by 2022. Balaghat is
one of the eight designated Tx2 sites in India, and 
the only site that is neither a protected area (PA) nor a
tiger reserve.
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This TX2 site and its associated support region (i.e.
adjacent habitat areas that also need to be managed
for tiger conservation) were identified based on
extensive consultations with the Madhya Pradesh State
Forest Department officials. Background research was
also undertaken to determine the status of mammals,
habitat connectivity and conservation threats. Spread
over an approximate area of 850 sq.km (from the
overall area of 4970 sq. km.), with low density of
human population, the TX2 site holds immense
potential of harbouring a sizeable resident population
of tigers, in addition to being a critical part of the
Kanha-Pench corridor as well as connecting NNTR in
the south in Maharashtra.

Conserving critical tiger habitats: Since 2010, WWF
India has undertaken several studies to assess the
status of wildlife and initiated large-scale conservation
action to reduce or mitigate key threats. A detailed
assessment of the corridor between Kanha and Pench,
of which Balaghat forms a part, identified bottlenecks
in the connectivity, as well as areas in need of more
protection and zones with high human wildlife conflict.
These assessments resulted in strategic support to the
State Forest Department, as well as initiatives with local
communities to build support for tiger conservation. 

Monitoring tigers and their prey species: WWF India
in partnership with the Forest Department has also

implemented multiple field surveys, and employing
camera traps sampling coupled with capture-recapture
analysis and variable distance line transect surveys to
establish baseline estimates of tiger and their prey
populations, and monitor these over time. The
monitoring has established that a small population of
tigers has persisted in Balaghat and has recorded the
presence of females with cubs in multiple years. 

The camera trap surveys have also revealed the
presence of rare and elusive species in the area
including the rusty-spotted cat (Prionailurus
rubiginosus) and the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra). An
avian fauna study was also conducted with a total of
116 species of birds being recorded in the study area. 
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Garnering community support: Balaghat TX2 site
encompasses over 22 village enclaves with settlements
ranging in size from two families to over 300 families.
Support from the community is key to the success of
conservation efforts in Balaghat. Interactions with the
communities in the region are leading to a better
understanding of their perspective including fears of
relocation. There is scope to extend the ongoing work
with communities on issues relating to energy security,
sustainable agriculture, alternate livelihoods, human-
wildlife conflict and conservation awareness in select
critical villages of the Kanha-Pench corridor with the
communities in Balaghat as well.

Strengthening law enforcement: As Balaghat currently
lies beyond the boundaries of existing PAs, the
protection regime in the site is currently not geared and
specifically mandated to make tangible progress
towards the projected recovery of tigers at the site. WWF
India is working both towards building the capacity of
the forest department personnel at the site for improved
wildlife protection and to improve the status and
availability of protection equipment and infrastructure.

Securing the future of tigers in Balaghat: 
Elevating the status of the Balaghat TX2 site to a 
PA albeit keeping in mind the sensitivities of the 
local communities maybe the single-most 
effective way of ensuring that this important tract of
tiger habitat receives due attention. Designation of
Balaghat as a PA would result in increased allocation 
of government funds for conservation and lead 
to the management re-focusing its attention on 
wildlife protection.

Following the documentation of tiger and presence of
prey species in Balaghat, the state Forest Department
has nominated both the Forest Divisions to be
accredited under CA|TS (Conservation Assured Tiger
Standards) - to meet the global standards in tiger
conservation management. The effort made to draw
attention to the potential, existing and future of
Balaghat emerging as a rich tiger bearing site has had
some success with the recent decision by the Madhya
Pradesh forest department to provide financial support
for Balaghat by allocating for the site funds for
protection of wildlife outside PAs.
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Tiger Canines, Tiger Claws, Tiger Bones
Tiger Claws, Tiger Canines, Tiger Bones
Tiger Claws, Tiger Canines, Tiger Bones

Tiger Bones
Tiger Bones, Tiger Skins
Tiger Bones, Tiger Skins
Tiger Skins
Tiger Bones, Tiger Skins
Tiger Skins

Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra

Chhattisgarh
Assam

Uttar Pradesh
Assam
Assam
Karnataka
Assam
Chhattisgarh

NA
NA
NA
NA

NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
<1

Inside Tiger Reserve: Totladoh area, Pench
Inside Tiger Reserve: Totladoh area, Pench
Inside Tiger Reserve: Totladoh area, Pench
Outside Tiger Reserve: Sutradara, Kothrud,
Pune
Outside Tiger Reserve: Kesekodi, Koyelibeda
Range, West Bhanupratappur
Outside Tiger Reserve: Kogalipathar, Behali
Outside Tiger Reserve: Pilibhit
Outside Tiger Reserve: Biswanath Chariali
Outside Tiger Reserve: North Lakhimpur
Outside Tiger Reserve: HD Kote, Nagarahole
Inside Tiger Reserve: 6th Addition, Kaziranga
Outside Tiger Reserve: Rajnandgaon,
Rajnandgaon

27 Jun 2017
27 Jun 2017
27 Jun 2017
13 Jun 2017

29 May 2017

14 Apr 2017
10 Apr 2017
9 Apr 2017
25 Mar 2017
4 Mar 2017
4 Feb 2017
10 Jan 2017

1
2
3
4

5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

S.NO. DATE LOCATION STATE SEX AGE CAUSE OF DEATH / SEIZURE INFO
TIGER PARTS SEIZURES IN INDIA — JANUARY TO JUNE 2017

In Fighting

Natural

Poisoning

Electrocution
Disease
Disease
Poaching

Disease

Natural

Natural

Road/Rail Accident

Natural
Un-Natural Death (JCB)
Snares & Traps

Natural
Natural

In Fighting

Electrocution
Natural
Natural

Uttarakhand
Karnataka
Kerala
Karnataka
Maharashtra

Uttarakhand
Madhya Pradesh
Karnataka
Tamil Nadu
Maharashtra
Karnataka
Uttarakhand
Orissa
Madhya Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
Uttarakhand
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Assam
Uttarakhand
Madhya Pradesh
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Uttarakhand
Assam
Kerala
Uttarakhand
Madhya Pradesh
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Maharashtra
Assam
Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh

Uttarakhand
Karnataka
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Karnataka
Karnataka

5-7
NA
>10
NA
NA
NA
3-5
NA
NA
<1
<1
NA
NA
5-7
<1
<1
NA
NA
<1
5-7
<1
<1
2-3
<1
<1
<1
NA
>10
NA
NA
NA
1-2
>10
NA
<1
3-5
<1
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

7-10
NA
1-2
5-7
<1
3-5

7-10
2-3
1-2
NA
5-7
5-7

7-10
NA

7-10
NA

Female

Male
Female

Male
Female

Male

Female

Male
Male

Female
Male
Male

Female

Female
Female
Female
Female

Male
Male
Male
Male

Female
Male
Male

Female
Male

Male

Male

Male
Female

Female
Male
Male
Male

Male
Female
Female
Female

Male

Inside Tiger Reserve: Sarpduli, Corbett
Inside Tiger Reserve: Nandigaon, Thanigebyle, Bhadra
Outside Tiger Reserve: Veruthode, Vendikadavu, Wayanad WLS
Inside Tiger Reserve: Hebbe, Bhadra
Outside Tiger Reserve: Compt 436-458 Satara Tukum Kelzar Round,
Chichpalli Range, Chandrapur
Inside Tiger Reserve: Compt 6 Dhara block, Kalagarh, Corbett
Outside Tiger Reserve: Khairlanji Range, North Balaghat
Inside Tiger Reserve: Hebbe, Bhadra
Outside Tiger Reserve: Kaliyal beat, Kaliyal Range, Kanniyakumari
Outside Tiger Reserve: Compt 73 Girgao beat Talodhi Range, Brahmapuri
Inside Tiger Reserve: DB Kuppe, Nagarahole
Outside Tiger Reserve: Ramnagar
Inside Tiger Reserve: UBK, Similipal
Inside Tiger Reserve: Bori, Satpura
Inside Tiger Reserve: Pilibhit
Inside Tiger Reserve: Pilibhit
Outside Tiger Reserve: Sawali Range, Chandrapur, Tadoba Andhari
Inside Tiger Reserve: Honathittu, Talamalai, Sathyamangalam
Inside Tiger Reserve: Bijrani, Corbett
Outside Tiger Reserve: Brahmapuri, Tadoba Andhari
Outside Tiger Reserve: Tala Forest campus, Umaria, Bandhavgarh/Sanjay
Outside Tiger Reserve: Tala Forest campus, Umaria, Bandhavgarh/Sanjay
Outside Tiger Reserve: Betul
Outside Tiger Reserve: Shahdol
Outside Tiger Reserve: Tala Forest campus, Umaria, Bandhavgarh/Sanjay
Outside Tiger Reserve: Compt 477 Katangi Range, South Balaghat
Inside Tiger Reserve: Saleghat, Mansinghdeo, Pench
Inside Tiger Reserve: Laodubi, Kohora, Kaziranga
Outside Tiger Reserve: Sandni 4 Dechauri Range, Ramnagar
Inside Tiger Reserve: Sanjay Dubri
Inside Tiger Reserve: Lokkere, Kundukere, Bandipur
Outside Tiger Reserve: Bhimkoti Beat Bhudni Range, Sehore
Inside Tiger Reserve: Dhulwa East, Near Dhangadi, Sarpduli, Corbett
Inside Tiger Reserve: Orang
Inside Tiger Reserve: Parambikulam
Outside Tiger Reserve: Bel Padav Range, Terai West
Inside Tiger Reserve: Mawala, Mukki, Kanha
Inside Tiger Reserve: Nagarahole
Outside Tiger Reserve: Obaidullaganj
Outside Tiger Reserve: South Kheri
Outside Tiger Reserve: Compt 1 Chhoi Beat Belparao Range, Terai West
Outside Tiger Reserve: Chidiyapur Range, Haridwar
Outside Tiger Reserve: Barua Block Belparao Range, Terai West
Inside Tiger Reserve: Kolitmara, Pench
Inside Tiger Reserve: Nameri
Inside Tiger Reserve: Hediyala, Bandipur
Inside Tiger Reserve: DB Kuppe, Nagarahole
Outside Tiger Reserve: Veerajpet, Nagarahole
Outside Tiger Reserve: Veerajpet, Nagarahole
Inside Tiger Reserve: Khichkidi, Manpur Buffer, Bandhavgarh
Outside Tiger Reserve: Veerajpet, Nagarahole
Outside Tiger Reserve: C .No. 59 Aketpur Beat East Beohari Range, North
Shahdol
Outside Tiger Reserve: Dechauri Range, Ramnagar Division, Corbett
Inside Tiger Reserve: Nagarahole
Inside Tiger Reserve: East Pench, Pench, 264
Outside Tiger Reserve: Nagpur, Khapa Range, Nagpur Division
Inside Tiger Reserve: Bandipur
Inside Tiger Reserve: DB Kuppe, Nagarahole

17 Jun 2017
13 Jun 2017
9 Jun 2017
1 Jun 2017
23 May 2017

22 May 2017
21 May 2017
20 May 2017
19 May 2017
18 May 2017
15 May 2017
8 May 2017
5 May 2017
5 May 2017
3 May 2017
3 May 2017
3 May 2017
2 May 2017
2 May 2017
27 Apr 2017
26 Apr 2017
23 Apr 2017
22 Apr 2017
22 Apr 2017
22 Apr 2017
20 Apr 2017
18 Apr 2017
15 Apr 2017
15 Apr 2017
12 Apr 2017
2 Apr 2017
1 Apr 2017
31 Mar 2017
24 Mar 2017
16 Mar 2017
16 Mar 2017
11 Mar 2017
4 Mar 2017
27 Feb 2017
25 Feb 2017
22 Feb 2017
21 Feb 2017
16 Feb 2017
14 Feb 2017
12 Feb 2017
11 Feb 2017
3 Feb 2017
29 Jan 2017
22 Jan 2017
22 Jan 2017
20 Jan 2017
19 Jan 2017

19 Jan 2017
17 Jan 2017
14 Jan 2017
13 Jan 2017
13 Jan 2017
3 Jan 2017

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

53
54
55
56
57
58

S.NO. DATE LOCATION STATE SEX AGE CAUSE OF DEATH / 
SEIZURE INFO

TIGER MORTALITY IN INDIA — JANUARY TO JUNE 2017

SOURCE: tigernet.nic.in



1. The GTF conducted the Security Audit of two of the
Tiger Reserves in India, as a pilot initiative, for
validating the draft protocol of the Security Audit,
prepared by the National Tiger Conservation
Authority, with inputs from the GTF. The Security
Audit is a process by which verification at field level
is done to check the security systems in place and
being implemented effectively. The said protocol
has been accepted by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority and will be implemented in
all 50 tiger reserves.

2. The GTF in collaboration with WWF and Global
Wildlife Conservation (USA) has been carrying out
the “Asia Ranger Information Survey” in India. The
overall aim of the study is to better understand the
perspectives, opinions and ground level realities in
terms of job stress, job satisfaction, corruption and
working and living conditions of forest rangers
operating in protected areas throughout Asia. Sites
where the said survey were conducted are:Pench
Tiger Reserve &Chandrapur Forest Division,
Maharashtra, Satkosia Tiger Reserve, Orissa,
Palamau Tiger Reserve, Jharkhand, Kaziranga Tiger
Reserve, Assam, Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary,
Arunachal Pradesh, Aizawl Forest Division,
Mizoram, Ranni Forest Division, Kerala, Grizzled
Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu, Mysore
Forest Division, Karnataka.

3. The GTF, in collaboration with the Government of
West Bengal and the Wildlife Institute of India,
prepared Detailed Project Report (DPR) on Tiger
Augmentation Programme in Buxa Tiger Reserve,
West Bengal, India, which was approved by the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) for
implementation.

4. The GTF, in collaboration with the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), Indian Institute of Forest Management
(IIFM), Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) and WWF,
with funding support from the World Bank, brought
out four manuals for field practitioners.

(1) Protocols for Monitoring Habitat Quality and
Wildlife Populations in tiger landscapes

(2) Protocols for Monitoring Habitat Quality and
Wildlife Populations in Snow Leopard
landscapes

(3) Technical Guidelines for Habitat, Prey and Tiger
Recovery across Tiger Range Countries

(4) Technical Guidelines for Habitat and Prey
Restoration in Snow Leopard Landscapes

5. The GTF in collaboration with WWF-India is 
carrying out Conservation Assured Tiger 
Standards (CA/TS) assessment in seven sites 
in the states of Chattisgarh, Maharashtra and 
West Bengal.
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6. Facilitation provided by the GTF, in the preparation
of tiger conservation plan relating to several tiger
reserves in India like Amarnath Tiger Reserve,
Sanjay Dubri Tiger Reserve, Pilibhit Tiger Reserve,
Bandhavgargh Tiger Reserve, Indravati Tiger
Reserve, apart from management plans for some
national parks/wildlife sanctuaries.

7. The GTF was represented at the Global Snow
Leopard & Ecosystem Protection Programme
(GSLEP) Steering Committee meeting on 20
January 2017, at Kathmandu, Nepal.

8. The GTF officials participated in themeeting of the
International Committee for Environment Audit and
Sustainability at Jaipur, India, on 07 February 2017.

9. The 19 Meeting of the Standing Committee of the
GTF was held at the WWF-India headquarters, New
Delhi, India, on 24 March 2017. The meeting was
attended by the members of the Standing
Committee from tiger range countries and member
organizations (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, International Fund for Animal Welfare,
WWF-India), apart from Honorary members (Mr

Keshav Varma and Dr Tapan Kumar Dey). The
meeting was chaired by Dr. Sangay Wangchuk,
Senior Nature Conservation Specialist, Ministry of
Agriculture and Forest, Royal Government of
Bhutan.

The members were appraised of the actions taken
on the decisions of the 18 Standing Committee
meeting and activities/projects under taken after the
18 Standing Committee meeting.

The members discussed and decided the future
course of action to be undertaken by the GTF.

10. The GTF officials participated the CA/TS Support
Partnership Meeting at Bangkok, Thailand in 03-04
May 2017.

11. The GTFofficials attended the ‘Anti-poaching
Prevention Working Group’ meeting organised by
WWF at Vientiane, Lao PDR on 23 & 24 May 2017. 

12. The GTF coordinated visit of Chinese delegation to
the Panna Tiger Reserve for field experience of tiger
reintroduction and monitoring.
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