
Ph.D. Fellowships in Tiger Conservation for serving officials and 
conservation practitioners from India  

 
U.S. Tiger University Consortium in partnership with the Global Tiger Initiative 

Council and the Global Tiger Forum  
 
Background: 
 
Auburn University, Clemson University, Louisiana State University, and the University 
of Missouri have formed the U.S. Tiger University Consortium for the purpose of 
partnering with the Global Tiger Initiative council (GTIC) and the Global Tiger Forum 
(GTF) to promote tiger conservation in India and beyond (for more details about Global 
Tiger Forum see https://www.globaltigerforum.org). One of the goals of this multi-
institution partnership is to build both human and research capacities relating to tiger 
conservation in India. 
 
Fellowship details: 
 
As part of the above partnership, 2 Ph.D. fellowships are available at the School of 
Forestry and Wildlife Sciences in Auburn University and 2 Ph.D. Fellowships at 
Clemson University for outstanding students. The fellowship at present is open to 
Indian citizens (more tiger range countries will be added in subsequent years as the 
programme continues to expand).  
 
Each fellowship carries a $25,000 stipend and tuition waiver per year for 2.5 years. 
Students selected for these fellowships are expected to conduct doctoral-level tiger 
conservation research in India and meet doctoral program requirements.  
 
Research topics may include  
 

• landscape ecology and planning; 
• tiger and prey population and health dynamics; 
• human-wildlife conflict;  
• ecotourism and community development; 
• conservation finance; 
• governance and policy;  
• conservation communication; 
• institutional capacity building.  

 
Number of Seats*  
 

• Category 1- serving officials, i.e. Indian Forest Service and Provincial 
Forest Service  
 
No. of seats – 3  

 



• Category 2 - conservation practitioner/researcher (excluding Indian Forest 
Service/Provincial Forest Service officials) 
 
No. of seats – 1 
 

*The number of seats may be increased or decreased, or may be moved from one 
category to another at the discretion of the participating universities.  
 
 
Application process:  
 
The Global Tiger Forum will coordinate an India-based shortlisting and evaluation 
process in collaboration with the Global Tiger Initiative Council. Interested students 
should send their CV, statement of research interest, and scanned transcripts of the 
educational qualifications to Global Tiger Forum research@globaltigerforum.org.  
 

Selection Phases  
 
Phase 1  
 
Initial shortlisting and screening of candidates will be done by a selection 
committee coordinated by the GTF.  
 
Phase 2  
 
The details of the shortlisted candidates will be forwarded to the U.S. Tiger 
University Consortium for further selection. A review board of Consortium 
faculty will match applicants with faculty advisors and university programs. 

 
 
Basic qualifications:  
 

- Masters degree or equivalent in the related field  
- At least 2 years professional experience   
- Current involvement with a conservation agency or organization (government, 

academic or NGO) who will support leave for program of study 
- Support to conduct research in Tiger range after 2 years of US-based study, and 

availability to return to US after research is complete to conclude and defend 
dissertation 

- GRE is encouraged, and only in exceptional circumstances, as in advanced 
scientific careers, will be the basic requirements, e.g., the GRE, can be waived 
solely on the discretion of the respective university 

 
 
Following review, selected applicants will be directed to apply to the University which 
best fits their project and educational needs.  
 

mailto:research@globaltigerforum.org


Beginning now, 4 students will be selected – 2 for Auburn and 2 for Clemson who may 
begin their doctoral programme as early as January 2018.  
 
All applicants must meet admission requirements and expectations of the accepting 
university’s schools, colleges, and departments.  
 
Last date for submission of Application to the Global Tiger Forum will be 10 
November 2017.  
 
About the institutions: 
 
Auburn University, located in Auburn, Alabama (USA) is a comprehensive Land, Sea 
and Space Grant Institution – among the few that hold that distinction – occupying more 
than 1,840 acres and helping fulfill the dreams of nearly 25,000 students. Auburn is a 
small, friendly university town in the rolling hills of east central Alabama, with a 
population around 60,000. The city is conveniently located along Interstate 85, less than 
60 miles northeast of Alabama’s capital city of Montgomery and 100 miles southwest of 
Atlanta, Georgia. Alabama’s Gulf Shores can be reached in less than four hours. The 
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences is the flagship for Alabama’s forestry, wildlife, 
and natural resources research and education. The School is backbone to Alabama’s $22 
billion forest, wildlife, and natural resources industry. The school has world-class faculty, 
state of art classrooms, indoor and outdoor labs, and other infrastructure.  
 
Clemson University, located on the shores of Lake Hartwell in Clemson, South Carolina 
(USA) is a Land Grant Institution in existence since 1889. 23,000 students are attracted to 
the beautiful setting and student-centered education. The University is in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains and has a 17,500 acre experimental forest contiguous with the 
campus.  The region is dotted with mountain lakes and traversed by the Chattooga Wild 
and Scenic River. It has small, attractive urban areas including the award-winning 
Greenville, SC. Clemson is nationally ranked as “Top Public National University”, 
“Students Who Love their College”, and one of Forbes’s “Best Midsize Employers”. 
Agriculture and Forestry are the state’s top industries supported by research, teaching, 
and extension. Clemson’s research in wildlife ecology, biodiversity, ecotourism, and 
forest management is characterized by collaboration. The new Watt Family Center for 
Innovation, Endowed Chairs in Sustainability, and statewide Research and Education 
Centers make for a rich learning environment.  

 
 

*** 


