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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi, India from 12-14 April, 2016. The Global Tiger Forum collaborated with the National
Tiger Conservation Authority (Government of India) along with Global Tiger Initiative Council,
WWF India, Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) and Wildlife Institute of India in organizing
this important conclave of tiger range countries (TRCs). The objective was to discuss the
progress made by TRCs towards the TX2 goal, while enlisting their active support and
commitment for strengthening the future of wild tigers in their natural habitat. 

The said conference would go down in the annals of tiger conservation as an important event,
with the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Mr. Narendra Modi, gracing the inaugural session
and setting the tone for deliberations with his inspirational address, covering the important
aspects of tiger conservation in the contemporary global scenario. The significance of this address
can be appreciated by appeal to one and all for considering tiger conservation as an “imperative”,
and not a “choice”. India’s role as a founder member of the Global Tiger Forum and its
commitment to support the same was also stated, “India along with several Tiger Range Countries
is a founder member of the Global Tiger Forum, which is headquartered in New Delhi. This is the
only inter-governmental organisation of its kind. It is now working closely with the Global Tiger
Initiative Council. As a host country, I assure you of our fullest support.”

The Chairperson of the Global Tiger Forum, His Excellency Yeshey Dorji, Minister, Ministry of
Agriculture and Forests, Royal Government of Bhutan in his address stated, “The role of Global
Tiger Forum at this juncture is very important…..The Global Tiger Forum happens to be the only
inter-governmental organisation of its kind, created and owned by tiger range countries. The Forum
provides us a platform for collective collaboration to address areas of mutual concerns. With the
phasing out of Global Tiger Initiative, the Global Tiger Forum has been mandated to carry forward
the agenda of tiger conservation.”

The participation was reassuring with almost 360 delegates from 25 countries. The range
countries were represented by Ministers and Senior Officials. 

The tiger conference generated plenty of discussions based on issues and challenges faced by tiger
range countries. The presentations by Tiger Range Countries (TRCs), Organizations and Experts
were commendable. It was reassuring to note the concern and hard work from the TRCs and
like-minded organizations for saving the wild tiger. 

The conference culminated in an important resolution on tiger conservation, adopted
unanimously by TRCs, urging Global Tiger Forum and Global Tiger Initiative Council to
continue their role for coordination, technical assistance and resource mobilization towards tiger
conservation at the global level.

Led by the Minister of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, India, the TRCs pledged
their support and commitment for tiger conservation. 

The Global Tiger Forum, coordinated with Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) and
Government of India for several bilateral meetings on tiger (India-Bangladesh, India-Bhutan and
India-Nepal) during January to March 2016.

The Global Tiger Forum has embarked on several other ventures, including the forthcoming
engagement with TRCs on regional capacity building with support from the World Bank and
other partners. The forumis confident to achieve more on the tiger front as resolved in the 3rd

Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation. 

Dr. RAJESH GOPAL
Secretary General 
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3rd ASIA MINISTERIAL CONFERE
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The 3rd Asia Ministerial
Conference on tiger
conservationwas held at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi, India from
12-14 April, 2016. It was a crucial
meeting for tiger conservation,
with the Tx2 goal for doubling
wild tigers globally by 2022.The
conference was inaugurated by the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi.
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Minister for Agriculture & Forests, Royal Government of Bhutan and
Chairman, Global Tiger Forum; Distinguished Ministers from Tiger Range
Countries; Shri Prakash Javadekar, our Minister for Environment, Forest &
Climate Change; other dignitaries on the dais, delegates from Tiger Range
Countries, Ladies and Gentlemen!I am pleased to welcome you all!

The tiger has brought all of us together here. This is an important meeting
to discuss the conservation of one of the important endangered species. Your
very presence is a testimony to the importance your country attaches to this
“umbrella” species.

As we all know, the tiger is an apex consumer in the ecological pyramid
and food chain. It requires a large amount of prey, supported by good forests.
Therefore, by protecting the tiger, we protect the entire ecosystem and the
ecological services, which are equally crucial for the well-being of human
beings. 

In fact, the benefits from tiger conservation are enormous but intangible.
We cannot quantify this in economic terms. Putting a price tag on nature is
difficult. Since Mother Nature has bestowed them for its own conservation, it
becomes our bounden duty to conserve them. In India, the tiger is much
more than just a wild animal. In our mythology, the mother Goddess, 
who is the embodiment of Mother Nature, is depicted sitting on a tiger. 
In fact, most of our Gods and Goddesses are associated with some animal, 
tree or river. In fact sometimes these animals are put on the same pedestal as
Gods and Goddesses. No wonder the tiger is also our National Animal. I am
sure, other Tiger Range Countries would have some cultural legacy associated
with tigers. 

Friends! Species belonging to the animal kingdom, usually do not act to
their disadvantage. However, human beings are an exception. Our
compulsions and cravings, our needs and greed, have led to shrinkage of
natural habitat and destruction of ecosystems. Here, I recall the famous words
of Gautam Buddha who said: “the forest is a peculiar organism of unlimited
kindness. It affords protection to all beings, offering shade even to the axe-
man who destroys it.”

I appreciate the good efforts made by the Tiger Range Countries in
conserving tigers. I compliment you all for this great ongoing effort. I also
appreciate the efforts through “Global Tiger Initiative” and the Council. 

I must mention the great effort made by Mr. Vladimir Putin in convening
the tiger summit in 2010. The Global Tiger Recovery Programme was an
important outcome of these efforts.

I also appreciate the initiatives of Mr. Dorji, the Chairman of the Global
Tiger Forum. 

However, from what I have been told it appears that tiger habitats have
reduced drastically across Tiger Range Countries. The situation has been
aggravated further by the ongoing trafficking in body parts and derivatives of
this magnificent animal. In India too, we have been facing the challenge of
poaching and disruption in their ecosystems. 

The positive side for us in India is that majority of the population respects
trees, animals, forests, rivers and other elements of nature like the sun and the
moon. We consider the earth as our mother. Our scriptures encourage us to
treat the entire universe as one. olq/SodqVqEcde and yksd%leLrk%lqf[kuksHkoUrq is our
philosophy. We pray for peace and prosperity of everyone - including the
ecosystem: ¬n~;kS%'kkafr] jarfj{k'kkafr] i`Fkoh'kkafr] jki% 'kkafr] jks"k/;%'kkafr] ouLir;%'kkafrA
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Friends! Forests are inseparable from wild animals. Both are mutually complementary. Destruction of one leads
to destruction of the other. This is an important cause of climate change which is now affecting us adversely in
many ways. This is a global phenomenon which all of us are grappling with. As a solution, we have committed to
work towards country specific mitigation strategies. 

In my view, for the Tiger Range Countries, a viable tiger population undoubtedly symbolises a mitigation
strategy for climate change. This will create a huge carbon sink in the form of tiger bearing forests. Thus,
conservation of tiger will go a long way in ensuring a good future for ourselves and our coming generations.India
has a long standing and successful track record of protecting its tigers. We launched “Project Tiger” in 1973. Its
coverage has increased considerably from the initial 9 Tiger Reserves to 49 at present. Tiger conservation is a
collective responsibility of the Government of India and the States. I also complement our State governments for
their efforts. But the efforts of Government cannot succeed unless they are supported by the people. Our cultural
legacy which encourages compassion and co-existence has played an important role in the success of Project Tiger.
Due to such collective efforts, there has been a30% rise in the number of tigers. It has gone up from 1706 in 2010
to 2226 in 2014.

Our National Tiger Conservation Authority has taken many landmark initiatives. Use of modern technology,
including e-eye, infrared and thermal imaging cameras on a 24x7 basis is being promoted for surveillance against
poaching in sensitive Tiger Reserves. Several protocols for smart patrolling and tiger monitoring have been evolved.
Radio telemetry is also being promoted to monitor tigers. A national repository of tiger camera trap photo database
is also being created. To do all this, we have, this year, doubled our allocation for tiger conservation. We have
increased it from INR185 crore to INR380 crore; which is INR3.8 billion. 

I strongly believe that tiger conservation, or conservation of nature, is not a drag on development. Both can
happen in a mutually complementary manner. All we need is to re-orient our strategy by factoring in the concerns
of the tiger in sectors where tiger conservation is not the goal. This is a difficult task but can be achieved. Our
genius lies in “smartly” integrating the tiger and wildlife safeguards in various infrastructures at the landscape level.
This essentially takes us to the much needed “Smart Green Infrastructure”, while adopting a landscape approach.
The landscape approach would also help us to involve business groups through corporate social responsibility for
various initiatives towards tiger conservation. In the Indian context, we intend to achieve this through the Tiger
Conservation Plans. 

Considering the ecosystem value of tiger conservation areas, we need to consider them as “Natural Capital.”
Our institutions have done an economic valuation of a few Tiger Reserves. This study has highlighted the fact that
besides conserving the tiger, these reserves also provide a range of economic, social, cultural and spiritual benefits.
These are known as ecosystem services. Thus, we need to define conservation as a means to achieve development,
rather than considering it to be anti-growth. This calls for factoring in the value of the ecosystem in the economic
arithmetic of development and growth. 

Friends! I am confident that we can achieve a framework to foster proactive engagement of industry for
conservation. The natural capital denoting the stock of natural ecosystems should be treated at par with capital
goods. Our economy needs to be viewed as a subset of a larger economy of natural resources and ecosystem services
which sustain us. 

As a country having more than 70% of the global tiger population, India is committed to complement the
initiatives of other Tiger Range Countries. We have bilateral arrangements with China, Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh. We hope to continue our efforts to address issues of mutual concern for the tiger. 

A major threat to the tiger is the demand for its body parts and derivatives. The forest and its wild denizens are
an open treasury which cannot be locked up. It is painful to learn about trafficking of body parts and derivatives of
tigers and other big cats. We need to collaborate at the highest levels of Government to address this serious issue.

India along with several Tiger Range Countries is a founder member of the Global Tiger Forum, which is
headquartered in New Delhi. This is the only inter-governmental organisation of its kind. It is now working closely
with the Global Tiger Initiative Council. As a host country, I assure you of our fullest support. We will also be
happy to support capacity building of wildlife personnel at the Wildlife Institute of India. 

The Tiger Range Countries are signatories to other international conventions to address international trade on
endangered species. In this regard, I want to give you anothergood news. We are moving towards formally adopting
the statute of South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN). 

At the end, I would like to emphasize that conservation of tigers is not a choice. It is an imperative. I would also
like to emphasize that regional co-operation is essential for combating wildlife crime. In this conference, let us
resolve to work together to protect the tiger and its space. India is committed to engage with all Tiger Range
Countries for this purpose. 

I appreciate your presence and wish this conference all success! 

Thank You!
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Your Excellency Shri Narendra Modiji, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon'ble Minister
of Environment, Forests & climate Change, Government of India, my Asian Colleagues Ministers from Tiger Range
countries, distinguished representatives from the partner conservation organisations, excellences' ladies and
gentlemen, a very good afternoon to you all. It is my great honour to convey to this august gathering, the warm
greetings and the wishes of His Majesty the King and the people of Bhutan. 

I thanked the Government of India for organising this 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation.
Almost a year ago, when I took over as Chairperson of the Global Tiger Forum, I requested Shri Prakash Javadekar
to consider hosting this important
conference. I appreciate that this has
been favourably considered. I am also
very pleased to note the presence of our
Minister colleagues from Snow Leopard
Range Countries and it is indeed
reassuring to witness the presence of
senior officials from various countries
who are keen on reintroducing the tiger.

I am grateful, in particular, to Shri
Narendra Modiji for inaugurating this
conference. We are gathered here today
to continue in our quest for to ensure
one of the most majestic animal on
planet, the tiger, into the future. The
Tiger is one among a few animals which
has won its way into the very fabric of
human values and culture. It is therefore
fitting that this conference is taking place
in Delhi, the capital of the world's largest
democracy, and economic stronghold, a
nation of 1.2 billion people, which holds
the tiger close to its heart as its national
animal. More than 70% of the world's
tiger population is found here in India.
Honourable Prime Minister's presence is
a testimony to the importance which the
great nation of India places on the tiger.
Honourable Prime Minister, we are
deeply inspired by your presence here
amongst us today. Your Excellency, as we
move forward as a global community,
there are many challenges we faced,
disaster, terrorism, poverty, inequality
and injustice continue to impede us in
our path to progress and happiness. In
this context, I, on behalf of the people
and Government of Bhutan, offer you
the heartfelt condolences to the people
and Government of India on the recent
fire tragedy in Kerala. Common aspirations based on the vision of shared humanity, must be harnessed in our effort
to build and shape a happy world. I believe that the tiger is an animal which can bring humanity together to make
us realise the true value of life. Further, the tiger will and help confront the many ills which plaque the global
community. 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Bhutan has recently completed the national tiger survey. Survey which
is useful and much needed was costly and time consuming initiative. Given the rigid and the mountain terrier, we
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took almost a year to place camera traps and retrieve images from across Bhutan and engaged more than 500 field
staffs. We are grateful to the European union, the World Bank and WWF for supporting this initiative. Our results
show that we have 103 adult tigers in Bhutan. We now have a firm basis to monitor and track the success and
efficacies of our conservation programmes. Our scientists are also discovering that the tigers roamed all the way
from the southern foothills to the great high mountains of Bhutan's Himalayas. To validate our findings we have
initiated a tiger collaring programme to understand tiger movements and ecology. On the behalf of my colleagues, I
thank our friends at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the Kingdom of Thailand, for training
Bhutanese staff in tiger collaring. 

The great journey which the tiger undertakes are made possible by the large connected forests which covers
more than 70% of Bhutan's area. Such connectivity is further secured by Bhutan's protected areas and biological
corridors system, which today covers more than 50% of the country's area. Camera trapping initiatives continues to
indicate a healthy and robust tiger population in Bhutan. Therefore, it is my belief and confident that the tiger can
persist and thrive if we afford right protection including proper habitat conservation. Today we have opportunity, in
this very hall we have many distinguished leaders, scientists, practitioners from all tiger range countries. We have the
opportunity to carry forward the legacy and the dreams of our predecessors. Since the initiation of the landmark
Project Tiger in 1973 in India, to the continuing global movement to save tigers culminating in the St. Petersburg
Summit in Russia, we have come a long way as an international community in our commitment to protect tiger. In
Bhutan, the guidance and the far-sightedness of our visionary monarchs continue to ensure that environment
conservation receives the highest priority as we move forward as a country. In our humble effort to conserve tiger,
we have increased the penalty to 20 fold in additions to imprisonment up to 10 years for those killing and trading
in tiger parts. We are hopeful that such interventions will deter those intent on poaching and trading in tiger parts.
However, we must all acknowledge the challenges throughout tiger range countries. Poaching is real, conversion of
land is real, desperation for better livelihood of more than a billion inhabitants across tiger range countries are real.
As such, we must seek the support of concern agencies. It is, therefore, with great appreciation, we acknowledge the
support rendered by partner conservation organisations and international communities. Such support should not
only be aimed at trying to curtail poaching and prevent land use conversion, but should help secure rural livelihood
and build capacity of local conservation actors. In Bhutan we have launched a project for permanence called Bhutan
for Life with the WWF aimed at ensuring adequate financing of our protected areas into perpetuity.

I believe, that the fight to save tiger is a global importance. National actions must be supported by global
aspirations and international commitment. I am pleased to note that the conference will cover all the pertinent
issues ranging from threats to the tiger, to the management, effectiveness of protected areas, to livelihood and
capacity building. Well, actions might be local, our collective efforts must transcend boundaries and politics. We
must strive to bring innovations at the field level. We must keep community, vitality and prosperity of local people
at the heart of our conservation and must look at the protected landscape as an engine of growth and opportunity
for both tiger and the people. 

The role of Global Tiger Forum at this juncture is very important. As a Chairman, I have requested non-
members to join and I pleased that this has been accepted. The Global Tiger Forum happens to be the only inter-
governmental organisation of its kind, created and owned by tiger range countries. The Forum provides us a
platform for collective collaboration to address areas of mutual concerns. With the phasing out of Global Tiger
Initiative, the Global Tiger Forum has been mandated to carry forward the agenda of tiger conservation. I take this
opportunity to request India to support this Forum by signing a Host Country Agreement. With over 70% of the
world's tiger population and being a national symbol, it is only fitting that India continue to support and provide
leadership on this front.

Bhutan is establishing a National Tiger Research Centre in the Royal National Park of Bhutan to conduct
research and advocate policies to ensure the persistence of tiger. We are hopeful that the Centre will be of benefit for
both Bhutan and India and in due course, to the wider tiger range countries. We solicit your support to ensure the
success of this timely initiative.

Honourable Prime Minister, Excellences', ladies and gentlemen, we carry the immense responsibility today, of
ensuring that one of the most magnificent animal on our planet continue to survive and strive. Anything less would
be a failure on our part to hand over a thriving planet to our children. I am sure our deliberations will be
meaningful and our conference will significantly contribute to the well-being of the tiger and all other living beings.
As responsible leaders, conservationists and citizens committed to protect and save one of the most animatic animal
to walk this planet, our task remain unfinished. We have much more to do. I assure you, Bhutan's commitment in
our collective efforts to ensure that the future of tiger is secure. I remain confident of receiving the support and
guidance of your excellency and esteemed ministers and colleagues of all tiger range countries. I wish the conference
a great success and happiness.

Thank you
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Wild tiger conservation across tiger range countries is a
collective responsibility between TRC governments,
collaborating like-minded agencies and the civil society.
The TRCs, over the years, in collaboration with
organizations having domain expertise, have evolved a
"National Tiger Recovery Program" (NTRP) specific to
their countries. The GTF and other organizations have
played an important role in facilitating the said
programme through periodic updating of "Action
Tiger". This forms the basis of the "Global Tiger
Recovery Program" (GTRP), shaped and firmed up
over the years by the Global Tiger Initiative, in
consultation with TRCs and others. This is an
important collective action which has stood the test of
time, subjected to dispassionate monitoring through key
performance indicators (KPIs). The entire process aimed
towards the Tx2 goal, with scope for course-correction
through lessons learnt during implementation. The
momentum generated through the GTRP process has
yielded rich dividends, as discernible in the improved
tiger densities in several TRCs, addition of tiger
habitats, enhanced capacity, modernization of
protection infrastructure, intelligence based patrolling
protocols, support for field oriented research, evolving
specific monitoring schedules for floral/faunal recovery,
compensatory inputs for habitat restoration, promoting
co-occurrence agenda to elicit support of local people
with a n overarching perspective for fostering tiger gene
porosity at the landscape level. 

As a mega tiger country, with more than 70% of the
global wild tigers, India is known for its pioneering
tiger initiatives and related successful track record of its
in-situ conservation. It is an important augury that
India took the lead in organizing the 3rd ministerial.
The inaugural of the Honourable Prime Minister of

India has almost covered the entire gamut of issues
relating to tiger conservation, which has undoubtedly
set the stage for the future roadmap. The ecological
necessity for tiger conservation has been aptly flagged
by him as below:
o Our genius lies in “smartly” integrating the tiger and

wildlife safeguards in various infrastructures at the
landscape level. This essentially takes us to the much
needed “Smart Green Infrastructure”, while adopting a
landscape approach.

o Conservation of tigers is not a choice. It is an
imperative.

It was equally heartening and re-assuring to hear the
commitment made by other ministers of TRCs.

Wild tiger conservation across TRCs has been a
learning process throughout. There are quite a few
dampening factors which require to be addressed in an
ongoing manner such as: poaching, to satiate the
demand for body parts and derivatives of tiger, loss of
habitat and corridor connectivity owing to urbanization
and developmental agenda, need for frontline staff with
the desired level of skill and motivation, paucity of
national funding, and need for active bilaterals. 

The TRCs have identified their long term priorities
for achieving the Tx2 goal and process in underway for
a time bound plan of action. 

Tiger being a sovereign issue of the TRCs, would
always warrant priority action from such countries.
Their commitment towards GTRP and the willingness
elicited shown by like-minded organizations for
collaborating in its implementation are re-assuring.
Nevertheless, there is a need for strong national
funding, complemented by donor support for some
TRCs.
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Wild tigers remain endangered across Tiger Range Countries (TRCs). While some
TRCs have made progress in increasing their populations of tigers in the last few years,
the global scenario is still a cause for major concern. Tigers have become critically
endangered or locally extinct in some TRCs. The extent and quality of habitat has also
been diminished in many. This is a serious impediment to achieving the goal of
doubling the number of wild tigers range wide (Tx2) by 2022, the timeline envisaged
in the St. Petersburg Declaration on Tiger Conservation of 2010. A renewed impetus is
required to achieve the goal.

Therefore,
Drawing inspiration from and reiterating and reconfirming the principles and

actions of the Hua Hin Declaration on Tiger Conservation (2010), the St. Petersburg
Declaration on Tiger Conservation (2010), the Thimphu Affirmative Nine-Point
Action Agenda (2012) and the Dhaka Recommendations (2014) - such as working
collaboratively to eradicate poaching, smuggling and illegal trade, strengthening
frontline staff capacity, building partnerships, accelerating the flow of national and
external funds - and building upon the first five years of implementation of the Global
Tiger Recovery Program (GTRP) and National Tiger Recovery Programs (NTRPs), we
renew our collective pledge to ensure the conservation of tigers in the wild and their
habitats.

Inspired by the statement of Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, during the
conference that "conservation of tigers is not a choice, it is an imperative" and to
achieve these concrete results by 2022.

We, the representatives of the Governments of the Tiger Range Countries, RESOLVE
to:
1. Accelerate implementation of the GTRP/NTRPs and agreed actions from the above-

mentioned declarations, review and update priority and differentiated action plans, and
track progress through mutual and systematic reporting and evaluation.

2. Align development and tiger conservation in a mutually complementary manner by re-
orienting development strategies to mainstream the concerns of tiger conservation, such as
by integrating tiger and wildlife safeguards in infrastructure at the landscape level,
developing partnerships with business groups, and strong engagement with local
stakeholders.

3. Leverage funding and technical support from international organisations, bilateral and
multilateral financial institutions, foundations, civil society organisations, private sector,
and climate funds, in addition to TRC governments.

4. Recognise and enhance the importance of tiger habitats by promoting them as providing
ecosystem services, as engines of economic growth and helping to address climate
change.

5. Emphasize recovery of tiger populations in areas with low tiger densities and
restoration in areas from which they have been extirpated by using successful programs of
tiger reintroduction and rehabilitation of their habitats and prey.

6. Strengthen co-operation at the highest levels of government to combat wildlife crime,
address the demand for tiger products, and increase formal and informal transboundary
coordination.

7. Enhance knowledge sharing and capacity development for all stakeholders and
increase the use of technology, including smart tools, monitoring protocols, and
information systems, to improve management effectiveness.

Acknowledging and appreciating the contribution of different partners during the
implementation of the GTRP and NTRPs, we urge the Global Tiger Forum and the
Global Tiger Initiative Council to continue their role in coordination, technical
assistance, and incremental resource mobilisation toward achievement of this
Resolution.
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Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble Minister of environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of India

Pledge was administered by the Hon’ble Minister of environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of
India, to all participants during the concluding session of the conference.



PLEDGE FOR TIGER CONSERVATION
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DETAILS OF 3AMC PARTICIPANTS

SL. NO. NAME OF COUNTRY NO. OF PARTICIPANTS 

1. Bangladesh 11

2. Bhutan 6

3. Cambodia 11

4. Canada 1

5. China 6

6. France 3

7. Germany 1

8. Hong Kong 3

9. India 218

10. Indonesia 7

11. Japan 4

12. Kyrgyz Republic 5

13 Lao PDR 3

14. Malaysia 10

15. Myanmar 3

16. Nepal 18

17. Russia 9

18. Singapore 4

19. South Korea 2

20. Switzerland 2

21. Thailand 13

22. United Kingdom 7

23. United States of America 17

24. Vietnam 3

TOTAL 367
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Under the aegis of the Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India & Government of Russia, a Sub-
group has been formed between India and Russia for
cooperation on tiger and leopard conservation, which
inter-alia involves exchange of officers to learn from
field experiences of each other. In this context, the GTF
has been organizing the “Tiger Watch Programme” in
collaboration with the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI)
and its international partner, the International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

During the past ten years(2005 - 2015), nineteen
Russian wildlife inspectors participated in the “Tiger
Watch Programme”, and visited tiger reserves for an
appraisal conservation effort. The Russian Wildlife
inspectors also visited the fringe villages and buffer areas
to study peoples’ perception and problems,besides
interacting with forest staff. The Inspectors from Russia
alsoparticipated in field patrolling to learn about the
protocol and relating to protections and human wildlife
interfere. The Inspectors also interacted with the Field
Director of the respective Tiger Reserve to have a
briefing on the conservation scenario of the state and to
share/exchange views and information. Site specific
management plans and programmes dealing with
poaching and conflict problems were provided by Field
Directors and the Assistant Conservator of Forests.
Besides, the Inspectors also visited the offices of the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) of
India, Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), GTF
Secretariat and WTI’s Head Quarter to discuss tiger
conservation and related issues. Their visits in the past
includes: Pench, Kanha, Nagzira-Navegaon and Panna
Tiger Reserves.

Tiger Watch programme-2015-16
The programme which was initiated in 2005 to
motivate the Frontline Wildlife Inspectors of the
Russian Federation where viewing a wild tiger is
difficult due to harsh climatic conditions. 

This year’s orientation programme spreads over 
10 days (from 14th March to 23rd March, 2016), 
and two Inspectors from the Russian Federation, 
Mr Vladmir Malina and Mr Andrei Dadu 
participated in the programme. As part of the
programme, they were exposed tofield experience 
on tiger conservation, coupled with in-house
interactions with many Indian experts and managers
involved in tiger conservation. 

At Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan
To have a firsthand field exposure in tiger conservation
in India and to facilitate exchange of views, experience
and information at the ground level, the Russian team
was taken to the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve
(Ranthambore TR) in Rajasthan, India. The said tiger
reserve was selected for conducting the field orientation
programme as it is widely acclaimed at the global level. 

The Field Director (FD) of Ranthambore TR, Mr.
Y. K. Sahu briefed the participants on tiger
management and conservation strategies. The
orientation at Ranthambore TR began with the formal
interaction with all forest officials of the reserve and a
welcome note by the Field Director. 

Orientation through audio-visual system: Various
management activities, rescue operations, population
census techniques and monitoring techniques were also
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TIGER WATCH PROGRAMME

Russian Officers with the Secretary General, Assistant Secretary General & Technical Officer of the Global Tiger Forum



demonstrated using audio-visual systems at Sawai
Madhopur office. The Russian officers also briefed
Indian officers on the management practices adopted in
Russia. Mr. Vladmir Malina also gave an overview on
the flora and fauna of Ussuri Tiger Reserve. The Indian
officers also briefed the management practices adopted
in India. 

Anti poaching patrolling: The Russian officers were
taken to the different zones of Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve for an appraisal of the anti-poaching system
adopted by the Forest Department, which includes field
patrolling teams deployed in outstation patrolling
camps for 24x7 monitoring. 

Rescue, rehabilitation and animal health monitoring
Officials from the Ranthambore tiger monitoring team
demonstrated the use of equipment/tools used for
rescuing wild animals in distress. The forest guard, Mr.
Rajveer Singh, demonstrated one such process. 

Interaction with GTF team: In a meeting with the
GTF team, comprising of Dr Rajesh Gopal, Secretary
General, Mr S.P. Yadav, Assistant Secretary General and

Mr. Mohnish Kapoor, Senior Programme Manager, the
Russian Inspectors were acquainted with various
conservation initiatives undertaken by the
intergovernmental organization to conserve tigers across
tiger range countries. They were also briefed about
initiatives taken by India in this regard.

Interaction with the National Tiger Conservation
Authority(NTCA), Government of India: The Russian
team had an interaction with Mr H. S. Negi, Inspector
General of Forests, NTCA on the initiatives taken by
Government of India, for conserving its national
animal, the tiger, by launching ‘Project Tiger’ in 1973,
with an increase in its coverage. 

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB): Inspectors
interacted with Ms. Tilotama Varma, Additional
Director General, WCCB and her team, Mr Nishant
Varma (Regional Deputy Director, Northern Region,
WCCB) and others and learnt various activities of the
said Bureau to curb illegal wildlife trade. The Officers
from WCCB apprised about various international illegal
wildlife trades routes.
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(Clockwise) Russian officers interacting with
NTCA officials & with WCCB officials



Vidya Venkat
Published :Saturday, 23 April, 2016, Time :
12:00 AM

Tigers are among the most endangered animals on
earth. The natural population of these beautiful felines
that we are used to seeing under captivity is
disintegrating slowly. That has huge implications for
this ecosystem that we inhabit, as tigers have a crucial
role to play in the ecosystem.

Evolution and extinction 
According to Project Tiger, tigers are believed to have
evolved over 1 million years ago in Asia. From there,
the tiger spread north to the Amur region of eastern
Russia, south to the islands of Indonesia, and southwest
to Indochina and the Indian subcontinent, eastern
Turkey, and the Caspian Sea. 

This species, which a century ago was believed to
number 1,00,000 the world over, is today reduced to
about 3890, according to the World Wildlife Fund and
the Global Tiger Forum. However, even these figures
are disputed. The IUCN currently recognises nine
subspecies, three of which are extinct in the wild. Of
the six subspecies still found in the wild, three are
considered to be Critically Endangered -- the South
China Tiger, the Sumatran Tiger and the Malayan
Tiger. The first of these has not been observed in the
wild since the 1970s and may be extinct. Three further
subspecies have been declared extinct; Bali, Caspian and
Javan Tigers. 

Diminishing ‘source sites’ 
High-density tiger populations which are likely to
produce ‘surplus’ animals that can disperse and expand
the populations now occupy less than 10 per cent of the
remaining 1.2 million square km of natural tiger
habitat, according to the Wildlife Conservation Society.
Almost 70 per cent of all wild tigers survive within
these population ‘source sites’. Here the recruitment of
tiger cubs exceeds mortality of tigers within the
population, explains conservation biologist Sanjay
Gubbi. They are recovering slowly, only in some
reserves where protection has improved, WCS says.
Outside these source sites lie vast ‘sink landscapes’,
which are continuing to lose tigers and habitat due to
hunting and man-animal conflict due to developmental
pressures. 

Forest land is now only 26 per cent of the total land
area in Asia and the Pacific put together, which
accounts for about one-fifth of the world’s forests or
734 million hectares, according to a 2005 Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) report. What that
implies is that the tiger, whose population is largely

found in this region, is restricted to 26 per cent of the
land area. 

Barometers of ecological health 
According to the Global Tiger Initiative, tigers are
indicators of the ecological wellness of planet earth.
Being the dominant predators of the ecosystem, they
ensure that the numbers of herbivores like deer are kept
balanced. A steep fall in tiger population could lead to a
rise in herbivore population, which could potentially
destroy forests by consuming the trees and plants. And
forests have a huge role to play in preserving this earth
that we live in. 

Carbon storage value 
At a time when the phenomena of climate change have
increased concerns about environmental hazards,
conservation of tigers offer immense ecological services
in terms of carbon storage value. Forests have to be
saved to ensure that carbon storage is achieved. In fact,
under the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and
Degradation (REED) approach, climate change is
sought to be addressed by using forests as carbon sinks.
Poaching or killing of large bodied vertebrates such as
tigers results in increase of herbivore population, which
in turn results in forests getting decimated. 

In a study conducted in Ranthambore tiger reserve
and published in 2012, geographer Kuldeep Pareta found
that the estimated carbon stock in Ranthambhore Tiger
Reserve fell progressively between 1975 to 2012: 34.15,
32.35, 30.66, 28.78, and 27.52 M. Kg. / Ha for the
years 1975, 1990, 2000, 2006, and 2012 respectively.
Agricultural expansion and resultant deforestation were
to blame for this, which has serious consequences for
tiger population as well. Tigers feed on mammalian
herbivores such as chinkara, chital and sambar in this
reserve area, thus keeping their population in check and
helping to preserve the forests. Tiger habitats also provide
critical ecosystem services such as flood control and
hydrological services/securing watersheds. 

What are the current efforts being made to save the
tiger? 
India is home to 70 per cent of global tiger population.
Therefore, the country has an important role to play in
tiger conservation. The Government of India started
‘Project Tiger’ in 1972 with a view to conserving the
animal. As part of this project nine core buffer areas for
maintaining tiger population were notified. Now, this
has expanded to 48 tiger reserves. 

In-principle approval has now been given for more
tiger reserves to be set up to help expand and preserve
their territory. The in-principle approval has been
accorded by the National Tiger Conservation Authority
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for the creation of four new tiger reserves at Ratapani
Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh), Sunabeda Tiger
Reserve (Odisha), and Guru Ghasidas (Chhattisgarh).
The Centre has given approval to Kudremukh National
Park (Karnataka) for the State to declare it as a tiger
reserve, which is yet to be done. The State Governments
have been advised to send proposals for declaring the
following areas as tiger reserves: Suhelwa (Uttar
Pradesh), Mhadei Sanctuary (Goa), Srivilliputhur
Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary / Megamalai
Wildlife Sanctuary / Varushanadu Valley (Tamil Nadu),
Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary (Arunachal Pradesh) and
Cauvery-MM Hills (Karnataka). 

CITES (Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) 
Besides protecting tiger territory, other measures being
taken to save the tiger include: curbing wildlife trade
through international agreements. CITES is an
international agreement between governments aimed at
ensuring that international trade in specimens of wild
animals and plants, including tigers, does not threaten
their survival. India ratified this treaty in 1976. 

Global Tiger Forum (inter-governmental tiger
conservation network) 
Established in 1994, the Global Tiger Forum is the only
inter-governmental body for tiger conservation. Its

membership includes seven tiger range countries:
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Cambodia, Myanmar,
Nepal and Vietnam. International NGO members
consist of World Wildlife Fund, International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW), and TRAFFIC. Several
national NGOs from India and Nepal are also
members. 

Note from the GTF Secretariat: Now all TRCs are
deemed members of the GTF.

Threat remains 
As we have seen, apart from the ecological services
provided by the animal, the tiger also offers direct use
such as attracting tourists, which provide incomes for
local communities. The aesthetic, ethical and cultural
value of tigers have also proved to be critical factors for
saving tigers, which has also ensured the success of tiger
conservation in India. 

However, despite measures being initiated to protect
wild tigers, habitat loss and poaching continue to pose a
threat to the animal’s survival. Tiger parts are used in
traditional Chinese medicines, tiger skin is used for
decorative and medicinal purposes and tiger bones are
again used for medicinal purposes for curing body pain,
et al. Between 2000 and 2014, TRAFFIC’s research
found that parts of a minimum of 1,590 Tigers were
seized in Tiger range States, an average of two Tigers per
week.
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High-tech caravan to propel
two-year national campaign
to save tigers, Sundarbans
Staff Correspondent,
bdnews24.com
Published: 2016-02-03
16:52:16.0 BdST 
Updated: 2016-02-03
18:56:30.0 BdST

A high-tech TigerCaravan was
rolled out to propel mass awareness
campaign about conservation of
critically endangered Royal Bengal
Tigers and their habitat, the
Sundarbans.

The two-year-long National
Tiger Awareness Campaign was
inaugurated by Environment and
Forest Minister Anwar Hossain
Manju on Feb 11 in Dhaka.

The organisers at a press
conference on Wednesday said the
campaign would be launched after a
“forum discussion” titled ‘TigerTalk’
at the auditorium.

A series of cultural events,
including art competitions and
exhibitions, and a folk music
concert will be organised at the
Dhaka University’s Institute of Fine
Arts on the second day of the two-
day launching event.

The campaign will be held
under the theme “Tiger is our
pride- we shall protect tiger.”

General people, young
generation, communities,
policymakers, partners, and
stakeholders will be incorporated in
the campaign to forge a strong
national commitment, and catalyse
this into actions to support tiger
conservation, the organisers of the

event said at the press conference.

As part of the awareness drive,
the caravan will visit 100 strategic
locations throughout the country to
educate people about conservation
issues related to the tiger and the
Sundarbans through mobile
exhibitions, street theatres, and
social media activities.

The campaign is a part of
United States Agency for
International Development’s
(USAID) ‘Bagh Activity’, a four-
year project that aims to strengthen
local and international efforts to
safeguard the mangrove ecosystem
in the Sundarbans and Bangladesh’s
flagship species.

USAID has partnered with the
government to protect wild tigers in
Bangladesh through this project.

An NGO, WildTeam, is
implementing the project in close
collaboration with the forest
department with support from
Smithsonian Institution and
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced
Studies (BCAS).

DU begins two-year tiger
conservation movement 
DU correspondent
Published: Sunday, 14
February, 2016,
Time : 12:00 AM 

The premier Dhaka University
joined a two-year tiger conservation
campaign staging on the campus a
daylong photography exhibition on
big cats of the world’s largest
mangrove forests of Sundarbans on

February 12.
Vice Chancellor Professor

AAMS Arefin Siddique attended as
the chief guest of the event with a
slogan, “Bagh Amader Garbo; Bagh
Surakkha korbo” or “tiger is our
pride; we will protect it” at the Fine
Arts Faculty of the university.

Traditional folk singers
performed at the function with
music calling for tiger conservations
while young children drew pictures
on the Royal Bengal Tigers to mark
the event.

A bus decorated with the shape
of a tiger paraded the campus
thoroughfares as part of the event
while the vehicle named as “Tiger
Caravan” planned to visit 100
strategic areas in the country in
next two years as part of the
campaign.

The event came a day after the
two-year nationwide campaign was
launched by the Forest Department
with USAID assistance and
cooperation of international
conservation organisation Wild
Team against the backdrop of
dwindling population of Royal
Bengal Tiger in the Sundarbans.

“Tigers must be protected in the
interest of conserving the
biodiversity in the Sundarbans,”
said the vice chancellor, who also
distributed prizes among the
winning children of the drawing
competition.

The latest census in July 2015
revealed that the tiger population
rapidly dwindled with only around
100 big cats remaining in the
mangrove forest stretching both
Bangladesh and Indian coastlines,
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sparking a massive uproar and
prompting authorities to launch an
intensified security and protection
vigilance.

Six alleged tiger poachers were
killed in what officials said a
gunfight with police in August
2015 against the backdrop of the

uproar while the forest department
subsequently prepared a list of 475
suspected tiger and deer poachers to
be hunted down. 

Forest officials, however, last
month said the Sundarbans
witnessed no incident of tiger
poaching in the previous six months

as an intensified security campaign
involving people in the
neighbourhood yielded a positive
result.

The officials said some 55 tigers
were poached alone in the last 15
years from 2001-2015 in the
Sundarbans.

BBHHUUTTAANN

Bhutan’s Wild Cats: A story
of Hope

Bhutan is a small Himalayan
country that covers only 0.03
percent of the world's surface-yet is
home to 30 percent of the world's
wild-cat species. How is this
possible?

Bhutan's diversity of habitats,
from subtropical jungles in the

south to snow-clad mountains in
the north, offer a unique
environment for these wild cats to
thrive. But in a region with rapid
development and modernization,
natural biodiversity is not enough
to ensure survival for wild cat
species. For years, Bhutan has made
conservation a priority. Its
constitution mandates at least 60
percent forest cover . . . forever.

Forward-thinking leadership,
Buddhist ethics, sustainable
resource use, and support from
conservationists around the world
make Bhutan a beacon of hope for
these wild cats.

Please support the Bhutan
Foundation in conducting critical
research to help these wild cats thrive
in Bhutan. With your support,
researchers and wildlife biologists at
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the Ugyen Wangchuck Institute for
the Conservation and Environment
will be able to carry about important
research to provide important data
to protect these wild cats.

On the Tiger Trail…
Posted May 26, 2016 by by
Tshering Yangzom

This past month, three of us from
the Bhutan Foundation-Bruce
Bunting, Dawa Sherpa, and
Phuntsho Namgay-went on an
adventure into the forgotten trail
from Shingkhar, Bumthang, to
Autsho, Lhuntse. As much as the
tough terrain beat us down, mostly
because it was not maintained and
rarely used, we couldn't be happier
to have experienced the rich
biodiversity of Thrumshingla
National Park and to
serendipitously come across
numerous tiger tracks along the
trail. This was a reminder to us of
how Bhutan's unique tiger habitat
extends from lowland subtropical
jungles all the way to subalpine
forests. Furthermore, it is a
testament to Bhutan's conservation
policies that have allowed tigers to
thrive in its wilderness.

Restoration of Lingka Lhakhang
Before we began our trek, we
accompanied board members of the
Bhutan Foundation to the newly

restored Lingka Lhakhang at the
Wangduechhoeling Palace grounds
in Bumthang. We are glad to share
that the Lingka Lhakhang is now
restored to its original beauty. 
Over the next few days, 
Foundation staff, board members,
the Bumthang Dzongda,
community members, and the
Wangduechoeling Palace project
manager engaged in a meaningful
discussion on the overall restoration
of the palace. This re-emphasized
for all present the historical
importance of the palace-how
Bhutan's monarchy, architecture,
and art were in the past and the
importance of preserving this
cultural heritage site in ways that
speak to future generations. 

Meanwhile, our colleagues and
other board members traveled down
south to Royal Manas National
Park. They were the first guests to
experience the newly established
Jungle Camp set up by the River
Guides of Panbang. The Jungle
Camp is a mix of a “Kheng style,”
traditional design, thatched-roof
structure with modern amenities.
With modernization creeping in,
traditional Kheng houses are rarely
built, and the community is losing
this practice. However, we were
inspired to learn that the elderly
community members volunteered
to give the traditional touch to the
camp to keep this tradition alive. In
addition to the existing rafting

services, the Jungle Camp provides
a whole different experience of
Panbang and its rich, local Kheng
culture. This initiative was started
by the Bhutan Foundation to
encourage tourism in the Kheng
region and improve livelihoods for
youth so they can stay in their
villages.

The tiger trail ended in
Lhuentse, where we found 
ourselves fortunate to be able to
spend two days at Takila, where
Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche is
conducting six-month-long
empowerment prayers. While at
Takila, we also met with our
partners at the Samdrup Jongkhar
Initiative. They talked about the
impact that our small grant for
weeders had made on farmers 
there and how they were able to
increase their yield production by
two to three times using the
weeders for systemic rice
intensification methods.
Furthermore, we talked about our
shared interests in promoting
traditional agricultural practices to
support rural farmers, as well as to
encourage healthier diets.

We then returned to 
Thimphu, rejuvenated and 
inspired by a month filled with field
visits to our project sites along with
our board members and partners
and a renewed enthusiasm to
contribute to Bhutan's development
with values.
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Tigers to Be Reintroduced to
Cambodia in 2019
By Kang Sothear and 
Peter Ford | April 7, 2016

Eight tigers will be released into the
Cambodian wild in an unpreceden-
ted plan projected to cost between
$20 and $50 million, the Ministry
of Agriculture and WWF-
Cambodia announced at an event
in Phnom Penh on Wednesday.

The Cambodia Tiger Action
Plan 2016-2026, adopted by the
ministry on March 23, seeks to
revive the tiger population in the
Mondolkiri Protected Forest, said
Keo Ormaliss, director of the
wildlife and biodiversity department
at the Agriculture Ministry’s
Forestry Administration.

He said the ministry hoped to
fund the plan through donations, as
money would not be coming from
the national budget.

Tigers, which lived throughout
Cambodia into the 1960s, are listed
as “functionally extinct” in the
country by the WWF. The last
recorded sighting in the wild was in
2007.

Mr. Omaliss explained that
poaching was the primary reason
for the dramatic decline in the tiger
population and said efforts to
protect the new animals-six females
and two males-from hunters were
central to the plan.

“We have to prevent these
activities,” he said. “Strengthening
law enforcement means we have to
punish those who do illegal
activities like putting traps in the
protected areas.”

There was no talk of a 
concrete timeframe during
Wednesday’s event, but according 
to the WWF, its “Bringing Back
Cambodia’s Roar” campaign 
would see eight tigers released 

into Mondolkiri’s forest in 
2019.

The proposal calls for the
government to complete financial
plans by October, a sourcing
agreement with India by the end of
2017, and the cultivation of a
sufficient amount of prey in the
forest by 2018.

Thomas Gray, WWF-
Cambodia’s head of species
conservation, said the support of
Prime Minister Hun Sen and other
high-level officials was critical to a
positive outcome, noting that the
success of tiger conservation efforts
in Russia was at least partially due
to the backing of President
Vladimir Putin. A similar message
needed to be handed down in
Cambodia, he said.

“You don’t go poaching Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s tigers.”

sothear@cambodiadaily.com,
ford@cambodiadaily.com
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China plans national park
for Siberian tiger, Amur
leopard
By Xinhua, Wednesday, May
18, 2016, 16:26

CHANGCHUN: China is
preparing a national park for
Siberian tiger and Amur leopard in
Jilin and Heilongjiang provinces in
the northeast.

A general plan on the park 
was passed by experts on Monday

and is now subject to scrutiny by
the provincial and central
governments.

In the last century, both
populations shrunk due to human
activity. A 1998 survey put the
number of wild Siberian tiger in
China at 12 to 16, and that of
Amur leopard at 7 to 12.

Both species have since
recovered somewhat thanks to
conservation efforts, including
protection of natural forests,

establishment of nature reserves and
a hunting ban.

Monitoring through infrared
devices between 2012 and 2014
showed the number of the tiger and
leopard in Jilin at 27 and 42
respectively, but habitat is
fragmented as a result of
development.

About 500 Siberian tigers are
believed to live in the wild. The
Amur leopard is believed to be the
world’s most endangered feline.
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National parks to protect
rare species
By Su Zhou, 
Friday, April 29, 2016, 09:45

Habitat fragmentation remains the
major factor threatening the
survival of giant pandas in the wild,
a senior official from China’s
wildlife watchdog agency said.

Zhang Xiwu, director of the
Wildlife Conservation and Nature
Reserve Management Department
of the State Forestry
Administration, said on Thursday
that, in the next five years, China
will complete the establishment of
four national parks to protect the
giant panda, Asian elephant,
Tibetan antelope and Amur leopard
and tiger.

In June, the National
Development and Reform
Commission of China and the
Paulson Institute announced a
three-year partnership to develop
China’s emerging national park

system. The partnership will pilot
the park system in nine provinces
by exploring models that fit the
Chinese context and reflect
international standards.

“Protecting habitat is the key to
protecting wildlife,” Zhang said.
“However, 87.7 percent of wild
animals are seeing their living spaces
squeezed or their communications
split, along with the effects of
human activities.” That’s according
to the national wildlife resources
survey, Zhang said.

For example, although the
number of giant pandas in China
reached 1,864 in 2014, their
habitats contained 319 hydropower
stations, 1,339 kilometers of roads,
268 kilometers of high-voltage
transmission lines, 984 districts
with more than 50 residents, 479
mines and 25 scenic spots.

Due to geographic isolation and
human intervention, wild giant
pandas are fragmented into 33
isolated populations. Twenty-four of

those have fewer than 100 pandas.
Wang Hao, senior scientist at

Peking University’s Center for
Nature and Society said fragmented
habitats increase the risk that small,
dispersed populations will become
cut off, limiting their chances to
contact each other and reproduce.

Zhang said wildlife habitat in
China is managed by different
government agencies, which
hampers habitat improvement.

“For example, we have nature
reserves, scenic spots, forest parks,
geological parks and wetland parks.
Those are all in different regions
and have different administrative
bodies,” Zhang said. “That’s the
reason why we are speeding up the
establishment of national parks to
integrate one species’ habitat under
a united management system.”

The first national park for the
Tibetan antelope was established in
the Tibet autonomous region in
September.

zhou@chinadaily.com.cn
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Tiger Express: A roaring
journey, blissful experience
IANS, New Delhi
Updated: Jun 13, 2016 
15:01 IST

IRCTC’s new semi-luxury train
Tiger Express embarked on a
“Roaring Journey” on World
Environment Day, June 5 to
experience the best of wildlife in
Madhya Pradesh with some 24
nature loving passengers.

By the time the train completed
its first and last “tiger trail” of this
season, a trial run, on June 10,
(parks close from June 15),
passengers had experienced among
others - a magnificent tiger and its

other subjects in the beautiful
jungles of Kanha and Bandhavgarh,
a mesmerising boat ride in
Narmada through marble rocks 
of Bedhagaht near Jabalpur and a
huge waterfall where fishes were
trying to jump up-stream and
succeeding!

“I enjoyed from platform to
platform. There's a need to create
the culture of love for the wildlife
and this train is a step towards
that,” Raman Kant Garg, who
travelled with his son Shaurya, told
IANS.

He said he will suggest the train
journey to his friends and looking
at the facilities and the guided tours
it was overall cost effective.

“Watching the tiger looking you
in the eye is beyond words. As we
are getting older and softer, we start
thinking where our meat is coming
from. More sensitisation is required
towards the environment. This train
is for a good cause,” Steven Phipps,
a retired Combat Engineer from the
US who visited India for the first
time to experience wildlife, said.

“I believe that we must enjoy
the jungle and keep the tiger as a
bonus,” said Raghvendra and his
wife Divya, a couple from
Maharashtra who had chosen Tiger
Express for their honeymoon.

The train will return with its
five day-six night package in
October, while the officials are at
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work on its costing which may drop
in the second journey.

“We are working on the costing,
it may go down in the next journey.
It was a quick decision and we had
to manage the entire train within
two months,” an IRCTC official
told IANS.

“An abandoned coach was
turned into this dining car at
Jagadhari workshop in Haryana.
This was done in one month's
time,” said a railway engineer.

“I had been to places but never
seen a combination like this. It
ended on a very good note at the
waterfalls. However, It was not
publicised and I too received an
email because I was registered with
IRCTC,” said Virpal Singh, who
had also been on the Buddha
Circuit.

“The trip was good but it needs
more publicity. Wildlife protection
must be sensitized and in that step,
I feel that this train is also serving a
noble cause,” S.K Singh, a Delhi
based retired Professor said.

The train would begin its

regular monthly trips from October
onwards after the National Parks
reopen following the monsoon. So,
start working on your watch list,
learn the names of your birds, pack
well and please don't use perfume
while on tiger circuit.

Tigress ST 9 seen with her
first cub; count reaches 14 in
Sariska
HT Correspondent,
Hindustan Times, Jaipur
Updated: May 18, 2016
22:58 IST

A tigress relocated from Rajasthan's
Ranthambore National Park has
littered her first cub, taking the
number of striped cats to 14 in
Sariska reserve.

Forest guard Bhawani Shankar
Joshi in Sariska's Indauka forest area
had spotted pug marks of the cub
behind those of tigress ST 9 on
Wednesday morning. Another
guard also reported new pug marks
from Bandipul forest area.

Later, a camera trap captured
tigress ST 9 with a cub, who, forest
officials said, is 5-month-old.

“The tigress was relocated to
Sariska in January 2013 and she
moved in Bandipul, Indauk,
Duharmala, Rekamala, Sarunda,
Nangalhedi, Berawas and
Talvrikshya forest areas. She has
mated with tiger ST 6,” a statement
from the office of Sariska Tiger
Reserve (STR) field director RS
Shekhawat said.

More cameras have been
installed to check if there are more
cubs.

The latest news brought joy in
Sariska where a tiger reintroduction
programme began in 2008 with the
help of National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA),New Delhi, and
Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun after the reserve lost all
its big cats in 2005.

Sariska now has 14 striped cats.
Seven of them were brought from
Ranthambore while an equal
number born here. Tigress ST 2
littered two cubs, both females, in

IRCTC’s new semi luxury train Tiger Express embarked on a “Roaring Journey” on World Environment Day, June 5 to
experience the best of wildlife in Madhya Pradesh with some 24 nature loving passengers

PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT



2012. Both of them are now adults.
In 2014, ST 2 gave birth to a male
and a female cub. The same year
another tigress ST 10 littered two
cubs - a male and a female.

Tiger safari construction in
Pench will expose big cats to
poaching: NTCA
HT Correspondent,
Hindustan Times, Bhopal
Updated: May 19, 2016
14:48 IST

National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) has come down
heavily on the Madhya Pradesh
government for construction of
tiger safari inside Pench National
Park without due permissions,
stressing it was “detrimental to tiger
dispersal” and would expose the big
cats to “poaching”.

NTCA has written to MP
government on the ongoing
construction of tiger safari inside
the Pench Tiger Reserve. HT has
copy of the letter. In the letter to
chief wildlife warden, NTCA says,
“the ongoing construction of the
tiger safari in Pench, in violation of
various rules and regulations, is
detrimental to tiger dispersal in
human dominated landscapes
which exposes them to poaching
events. The letter further says that a
similar issue may arise with the
proposed safari at Bandhavgarh
tiger reserve”.

Pench Tiger reserve has 40 to 45
tigers in the core and 16 in the
buffer according to wildlife officials.
Since January 1, nine tigers of
Pench have died, including five in
the buffer area. Pench Tiger Reserve
is spread over 1179 sq kms
including 411 sq km core and 768
sq kms buffer in Seoni and
Chhindwara districts

In September last year , activist
Ajay Dubey had complained to the
NTCA about construction work on
tigers safaris in Pench Tiger Reserve
and Bandgavgarh Tiger Reserve
without the permission of the
competent authority.

In the letter, NTCA clearly
points out that the tiger safaris were
being constructed without due
permissions. “Safari comes under
the definition of zoo, for which it is
mandatory to follow statutory
provisions of the wildlife
(protection) act, 1972…the Central
Zoo Authority (CZA) has issued
guidelines for the establishment of
new zoos under section 38 H (1A)
of the wildlife (protection) act
1972, which mentions that no zoo
shall be established without
obtaining prior approval; of the
CZA”, the letter says.

Dubey said the letter to MP
government has exposed the
corruption in the state wildlife
department. “If there is no
permission for tiger safaris, how did
the wildlife department create a
financial head for the construction
of the tiger safaris. This is pure
corruption . And I will file a
petition on this issue in the high
court”, he said.

Dubey said at a time when 
MP was recording the highest 
tiger mortality in the country, 
the authorities concerned 
should have focused all their
attention on saving the tigers, not
constructing tiger safaris without
due permissions.
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A five-month-old cub is caught on camera in Sariska walking with tigress ST 9

The NCTA found violation of laws in construction of tiger safari in Pench
national park
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The matter discussed before
the court was the suggestion
by experts from NTCA and
NGO Wildlife Conservation
Trust (WCT).
Written by Vivek Deshpande
| Nagpur | Published:August
2, 2016 3:22 am

The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay
High Court Monday made it clear
that it would direct any structure
raised on National Highway 7
(NH7) for wildlife mitigation
measures in violation of
recommendations of the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) to be
demolished.

The bench comprising Justice
Bhushan Gavai and Justice Vinay
Deshpande said this while hearing
the case pertaining originally to bad
condition of the highway.

The matter discussed before the
court was the suggestion by experts

from NTCA and NGO Wildlife
Conservation Trust (WCT) that
two of the nine structures proposed
as mitigation measures be shifted
100 metres to the south of the
current proposed position to
facilitate better movement of
wildlife across the highway. The
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) actually wanted one
of the structures, the 750 metre
flyover, to be shifted 50 metres
northwards to merge with the 50
metre underpass proposed to be
situated there as one of the
proposed nine mitigation structures,
to “save the cost”.

WCT counsel Sudhir Puranik
also pointed out that a site
inspection by the experts' team had
found one structure being
constructed across 8-metre wide
nullah where two wall like piers
have already been raised. A 50 meter
underpass is actually proposed at

this place. The NHAI said the
construction was undertaken before
the mitigation measures had been
hammered out and hence it will
now construct two extensions of 20
meters each on both sides of the
current structure to make it a 50
meter one. The experts' team,
however, felt that the 50 meter
structure needs to be without breaks
for facilitating wildlife crossover.

On this the bench said that it
was in favour of any changes
suggested by WII, NTCA and the
Forest department in mutual
agreement. Anything done contrary
to these suggestions will not be
accepted, the bench clarified. The
court said it will not entertain any
deviation from WII
recommendations already accepted
by the court and that any structures
raised in violation of the accepted
mitigation measures will be
demolished.
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Of the 21 tigers confirmed
through the camera-trapping
exercise, 14 were on the
Indian side, 11 in Bhutan
and four appearing common
on both sides of the border.
Written by Samudra Gupta
Kashyap | Guwahati |
Updated: June 24, 2016 5:53
am

Amid reports of increase in the tiger
population in the country, there is
more good news. The number of
tigers in Manas National Park and
the contiguous Royal Manas
National Park in Bhutan has gone
up from 14 to at least 21 in three
years. While this figure has been
ascertained through the camera-
trapping method applied in a
limited area, the overall estimated
number of tigers is 44.

“The study has confirmed the
minimum presence of 21 tigers in
the study area, which stood at 14
during the last exercise in 2011-12.
Of the 21 tigers confirmed through
the camera-trapping exercise, 14
were on the Indian side, 11 in

Bhutan and four appearing
common on both sides of the
border. The maximum number of
tigers present in both the national
parks was estimated to be 44,” said
an official who was part of the 72-
day exercise.
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MAHARASHTRA: STRUCTURES IN VIOLATION OF WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF
INDIA GUIDELINES ON NH7 TO BE DEMOLISHED

COUNT UP FROM 14 TO 21 IN 3 YEARS: 
MANAS NATIONAL PARK HAS 7 MORE TIGERS

The Manas National Park in Assam, which once had 80 tigers, was declared a
world heritage site by Unesco in 1985
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Protecting tiger habitats:
Challenges, opportunities
Reidinar Juliane, Arief
Wijaya and Satrio A.
Wicaksono World Resources
Institute Indonesia
Jakarta | Mon, June 13 2016
| 10:50 am

The tiger is not only a charismatic
example of megafauna, but also an
umbrella species. As a predator at
the top of the food chain, tigers
maintain the balance between
herbivores and the vegetation upon
which they feed. Thus, by
protecting and conserving tigers, we
also help preserve biodiversity and a
whole suite of ecological processes

within their habitat. 
Tigers are mostly solitary, which

is why they need a large territory to
survive. Unfortunately, habitat loss,
along with poaching, has
significantly brought down tiger
populations. According to the
World Wildlife Fund, the world has
lost 97 percent of wild tigers in just
over a century and less than 3,500
tigers remain in the wild today.

There are currently 13 tiger-
range countries in the world,
including Indonesia with six
priority Tiger Conservation
Landscapes (TCLs) in Sumatra, i.e.
protected areas to conserve tigers:
Ulumasen-Leuser, Kampar-
Kerumutan, Bukit Tigapuluh,

Kerinci Seblat, Bukit Balai Rejang
Selatan and Bukit Barisan Selatan. 

In addition to the Sumatran
tiger, Indonesia used to be home to
Bali and Javan tigers, but they
became extinct in the 1960s due to
rampant poaching and abuse. A
2010 study by the Smithsonian
Institution estimated that there are
no more than 400 tigers in
Sumatra. With only a few tigers
remaining in Sumatra, TCLs have
become more important than ever. 

A recent joint study by
researchers from the University of
Minnesota, RESOLVE, Stanford
University, the Smithsonian, the
University of Maryland and the
World Resources Institute revealed

Tigers are mostly solitary, which is why they need a large territory to survive. According to the World Wildlife Fund, the
world has lost 97 percent of wild tigers in just over a century and less than 3,500 tigers remain in the wild today
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Plenty of forests but no
species to call them home
Vientiane Times, June 17,
2016. By Keoxomphou
Sakdavong

Laos is rich in natural resources and
biodiversity, yet there is only the
Nam Et-Phou Louey National
Protected Area (NEPL-NPA) which

provides a suitable home for the
country’s many endangered species.

NEPL-NPA is located across the
three northern provinces of
Huaphan, Luang Prabang and Xieng
Khuang. It has a total area of 4,200
sq km and features 129 villages in
eight districts.

The NPA is home to a number
of endangered species, including the

rare Indochinese tiger.
At least nine tigers live in Nam

Et-Phou Louey, according to the area
Deputy Head, Mr Bouathong
Xayavong.

Laos has long been recognised as
one of several countries around the
world with thick forest cover,
providing one of the best
environments in the world for a

that saving tigers from extinction is
within reach as long as their
remaining landscapes are effectively
monitored and protected. The study
suggests that less than 8 percent of
all 76 TCLs (nearly 79,600 square
kilometers) was lost from 2001-
2014, which was less than
anticipated given that tiger habitats
generally span fast-growing
developing economies.

Other encouraging news is that
the Khata corridor in the Terai Arc
Landscape, Nepal, connecting
Nepal’s Bardia National Park and
India’s Katerniaghat Tiger Reserve,
gained tree cover over 2.7 percent
of its area in the last 14 years,
which has likely resulted in an
increase of 32 tigers between 2009
and 2013 in Bardia. Nepal and
India in general also experienced 61
and 31 percent increases in tiger
populations from 2001-2014
thanks to community-driven
forestry programs and antipoaching
efforts. 

Unfortunately, their findings for
Southeast Asia were not as rosy as
those for Nepal and India. The vast
majority ( 98 percent) of tiger forest
habitat loss occurred within just 10
TCLs in Indonesia and Malaysia.
Indeed, our analysis based on the
Global Forest database revealed that
the six priority TCLs in Indonesia
have lost 12.5 percent of their
forests in the past 14 years.
Kampar-Kerumutan experienced
the highest tree cover loss of

3,389.5 sqkm ( 34 percent of its
total area), followed by Bukit
Tigapuluh with almost 3,000 sqkm
tree cover loss ( 42 percent) and
Kerinci Seblat with 2,361.60 sqkm
tree cover loss ( 8.35 percent). 

However, Bukit Balai Rejang
Selatan, Bukit Barisan Selatan and
Leuser experienced less than 270
sqkm (less than 9 percent) tree
cover loss, with Leuser only
experiencing tree cover loss of 0.09
percent of its total area, suggesting
that these landscapes are relatively
intact and there is still hope for
protecting Sumatran tigers’
remaining habitats.

Our analysis also revealed that
more than 12,000 sqkm of oil palm
and timber concessions overlap with
16 percent of the six priority TCLs
in Sumatra, strongly suggesting that
the conversion of natural forest to
plantations for agricultural
commodities has become a major
driver of tiger habitat loss in
Indonesia. 

Somewhat unsurprisingly, the
three TCLs that recorded the
highest tree cover loss also recorded
major overlaps with oil palm and
timber concessions. These
concessions overlap with 48 percent
of Kampar Kerumutan’s landscape,
42 percent of Bukit Tigapuluh’s and
13.5 percent of Kerinci Seblat’s. 

We cannot afford to lose more
Sumatran tigers. Many have
suggested that habitat loss,
poaching of tigers’ prey and tiger

poaching are three major threats to
tiger populations in Sumatra. Our
analysis highlighted the threats
posed by oil palm and timber
plantations to defined TCLs in
Indonesia, most of which have been
designated as national parks or
wildlife reserves. Therefore, merely
turning tiger habitats into
conservation areas is not enough.
Collaborative efforts are needed to
ensure that habitats for one of the
most iconic species are protected
and restored.

To protect existing Sumatran
tiger habitats, continuous
monitoring is needed. Satellite-
driven data to monitor near real-
time forest change via Global Forest
Watch will be useful to preempt
further efforts to encroach upon or
convert TCLs for other land uses. 

The involvement of locals both
to protect habitat loss and to
combat illegal tiger poaching is
crucial. 

The government should
integrate the management of TCLs
with the land-use plans of
surrounding regions, including 
in addressing the challenges
associated with human population
growth. Finally, restoring degraded
or deforested areas within TCLs 
will be critical. The lesson from
Nepal, which succeeded in
increasing its number of tigers by
protecting and expanding tree cover
in its TCLs, provides us with a
glimpse of hope.

LLAAOO  PPDDRR
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variety of plants, wildlife and aquatic
species to thrive.

At an environmental conference
at Vientiane’s National Culture Hall
in 2011, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Forestry, Dr Ty
Phommasak, said the Lao forests
were a unique place, home to more
than 8,100 flower varieties, 100 large
mammal species, 166 reptile and
amphibian species, 90 types of bat
and more than 700 species of bird.

The Lao government has
approved 24 national forest protected
areas around the country to conserve
biodiversity, wildlife, aquatic species
and trees, and each year the country
celebrates World Wildlife
Conservation Day on July 13.

The national forest protected
areas cover about 4 million hectares
of land. Apart from this, there are a
further 66 areas protected at a
provincial level, covering 600,000ha,
and 143 forest areas protected at a
district level on an area of
400,000ha.

But despite nearly 5 million
hectares of land being marked as
protected areas, forest cover in Laos
has declined dramatically over the
years.

According to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry, forest cover
dropped from 64 percent of the
entire country in 1960 to 47.2
percent by 1992, and was down to

41 percent in 2001.
The Lao government aims to

boost forest cover back to 65 percent
by 2015 and 70 percent by 2020.

Relevant government ministries
and international organisations,
including the Wildlife Conservation
Society and the World Bank, have
recognised Nam Et-Phou Louey as
one of the last homes of a number of
endangered species, the Indochinese
tiger in particular.

The tigers’ main food is meat
such as pig, deer, monkey, gaur, goat
and water buffalo. If the forest does
not continue to have a great deal of
biodiversity and hence food sources
for the tiger, the unique species will
not last in Nam Et-Phou Louey.

Out of 24 national forest
protected areas, Nam Et-Phou 
Louey is the only one to play host 
to tigers.

That alone demonstrates how
healthy the area’s ecosystem is - tigers
have chosen Nam Et-Phou Louey to
be their home, rather than any of the
other protected areas lying right
across the country, north to south.

The tigers are sending a message
to the concerned ministries; more
than 20 protected areas in Laos are
not rich enough in natural resources,
and their ecosystems are not doing as
well as Nam Et-Phou Louey.

To preserve endangered species in
Laos and ensure the country provides

the best possible home to its rare
tiger population and the other 100
mammal species originally from here,
Nam Et-Phou Louey should be held
up as a model for conserving
biodiversity and forestry.

If Nam Et-Phou Louey was not
part of active conservation efforts
there would be no tigers left in Laos,
and according to a report from the
World Bank’s Global Environment
Facility, the area has biological
significance at a global, national and
local level.

The lessons learnt from Nam Et-
Phou Louey should be shared with
authorities responsible for other
forest protected areas across the
country, and the Forestry Law needs
to be strictly upheld.

Article 18 of the law says forest
protected areas are set aside to
protect plants, animals and anything
else in the forest which may have
value for history, culture, tourism,
the environment or education
purposes.

If the law and its definition of a
protected area are followed strictly,
Laos and its 24 national protected
areas will remain a safe home for
endangered species, which will be
able to thrive in the country forever
more.

“Nam Et-Phou Louey should be
held up as a model for conserving
biodiversity and forestry”.

Status of 1st National Tiger
Survey Implementation in
Malaysia
Salman Bin Hj. Saaban,
Director of Ex-situ
Conservation Divisionfor
Director General, Dept. of
Wildlife & Nat. Parks
Peninsular Malaysia

The National Tiger Conservation
Action Plan (NTCAP) for Malaysia

was adopted at the 6thNational
Biodiversity and Biotechnology
Council Meeting which met on
4November 2009 to ensure the
Malayan tiger remain wild in their
natural habitat and to increase its
population up to 1,000 individuals
by 2020.

One of the key actions under
NTCAP is to conduct a scientific
and comprehensive survey to gain
an accurate number of the Malayan

tiger population. Malayan tiger is
the top predator in the tropical
rainforest of Peninsular Malaysia
and a flagship species known as an
indicator for a balance ecosystem.

Therefore, a total of USD 4.5
million has been allocated for
implementation of the 1stNational
Tiger Survey (1stNTS) through the
provision of the 11th Malaysian
Plan. The1stNTS project will be
implemented over a 3 years period

MMAALLAAYYSSIIAA  
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from 2016 until 2018 and lead by
DWNP’s in collaboration with the
Forestry Department of Peninsular
Malaysia and NGOs such as the
World Wide Fund for Nature
Malaysia (WWF Malaysia), Wildlife
Conservation Society and Rimba
Research Enterprise which is
aregistered research company.

1stNTS will be implemented
systematically via camera trapping
method in 20 plots identified
within the Central Forest Spine
forests, Peninsular Malaysia. The
survey covers a minimum plot of
600 km 2 (60,000 ha). In 2016 two
survey plots were conducted by
DWNP’s in Tekai Forest Reserve,
Pahang and Gunung Aais Forest
Reserve, Pahang/Terengganu while
another survey plot was conducted
by WWF Malaysia in Temengor
Forest Reserve, Perak.

The objective of this study is to

determine the Malayan tiger
population in its natural habitat of
forested areas in order to improve
the conservation and management
plans with the aim to protect and
increase the number of wild tigers
to an optimum level in Malaysia.

In addition, the implementation
of enforcement activities and
habitat management should also be
improved with cooperation from
Federal and State Government
agencies to protect the Malayan
tiger population

Team effort launched to save
tigers
BY T. AVINESHWARAN,
Thursday, 24 March 2016

Back in the 1950s, Malaysia was
thought to have as many as 3,000
tigers, but over the years the

number of tigers has dwindled
drastically.

According to World Wide Fund
for Nature Malaysia (WWF-
Malaysia), in 2014, the number of
Malayan tigers had declined to an
estimated 250-340, down from the
previous best-guess of 500 tigers
back in 2003.

In order to stem the loss of
tigers, The Wildlife and National
Parks Department (Perhilitan),
together with WWF-Malaysia is set
to release sambar deer into the
Belum-Temenggor forest complex.

WWF-Malaysia Executive
Director and CEO Datuk Dr
Dionysius Sharma said, biologically,
the deer, a prey species for tigers, is
able to breed quickly, provided that
enough food and space is provided
for its survival.

“We already have examples that
show the commitment of the

Camera trap installation at survey siteUsing canoe as transportation and DWNP’s ranger searching for tiger sign
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federal government in
acknowledging that we have to
strive now to save the species.”

“These include the carrying out
of Malaysia’s first National Tiger
survey to count our tigers and the
announcement on extending a
hunting moratorium for another six
years on the tigers’ preferred prey
species — the sambar deer,” said
Dionysius.

Perhilitan’s Biodiversity
Conservation Division Director
Salman Saaban said they are
discussing the budgetary
requirements now because
conservation work is not cheap.

“The work will be conducted
even if there are budget constraints.
The tigers are not only for
Perhilitan, the Forestry
Department, state government and
WWF-Malaysia, but for all
Malaysians.”

WWF-Malaysia is also set to
join hands with Maybank
Foundation in their on-going tiger
conservation efforts in the Belum-
Temenggor forest reserve, which
started in 2007.

The collaboration will involve a
programme called “Strengthening
Tiger Conservation in the Belum-
Temenggor Forest Complex”.

WWF-Malaysia an Maybank
will develop a long-term
programme in the area of tiger
conservation.

WWF-Malaysia’s tiger
conservation work includes research
on tigers and their prey,
engagement with local communities
and supporting enforcement
agencies such as the Department of
Wildlife and National Parks.

On Monday, Sultan Nazrin
Muizzudin Shah of Perak, who is
also the patron of WWF-Malaysia,
witnessed the launch of the
conservation efforts in Belum-
Temenggor.

He was accompanied by Perak
Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Dr
Zambry Abd Kadir and State
Secretary Datuk Seri Abdul Puhat
Mat Nayan, Maybank Foundation
CEO Shahril Anuar Jimin and
WWF-Malaysia President Prof

Datuk Dr Abdul Latiff Mohamad.
In terms of WWF-Malaysia’s

strategy, Dionysius said the focus is
on developing measures to improve
the protection and management of
tiger habitats, conducting scientific
monitoring of tigers and looking at
forest connectivity issues and land-
use changes.

In order to achieve that,
Maybank Foundation has pledged
RM1.2mil for the first year of the
four-year project which will help
WWF-Malaysia continue its
existing work.

The funding is expected to total
RM5.2mil over the four years and
Maybank has said it is a conditional
commitment and they will review
the partnership every year.

“In these trying economic times,
it is timely that a leading corporate
entity such as Maybank made a
decision to step in to help save the
tigers.”

“Tigers, interestingly have
become synonymous with
Maybank’s corporate logo, so much
so that many of the Orang Asli
people in Belum-Temenggor refer
to tigers as ‘Maybank’ due to their
belief that one should not refer to a
tiger by its actual name,” Dionysius
said.

“It is my hope that the
Maybank-WWF-Malaysia
partnership, with the full support of
Perak state government will
continue over several years, till we
achieve our goals in increasing tiger
numbers in Belum-Temenggor and
securing their survival well into the
future.”

Maybank Chairman Tan Sri
Megat Zaharuddin Megat Mohd
Nor was the driving force behind
the proposal to implement a
framework for ensuring the survival
of tigers in Belum-Temenggor.

“We knew that WWF has
experience doing something similar
things elsewhere in the world and
that gave us confidence that we
would be working with very
professional partners.”

“Their efforts are well rounded,
not just in assessing the number of
tigers that are in the forest but

ensuring that other stakeholders do
their respective parts to ensure
continuing generations of tigers for
the future.”

“After all, we do not want
people in the future to look at our
corporate brand and ask why tigers
are no longer in our midst,” Megat
Zaharuddin said in his speech.

After the four year deal, WWF-
Malaysia and Maybank hope to
double the number of tigers in the
forest reserve.

Based on a study conducted by
WWF, there are 34 adult tigers and
17 cubs in Belum-Temenggor.

According to WWF, protecting
tigers and their forested habitat will
result in the protection of entire
ecosystems, the benefits of which
humans rely on for things such as
water, carbon sequestration, food
and shelter.

“If the Malaysian tigers are
gone, when every last life is stolen,
how will we remember them?”

“As the saying goes - extinction
is forever! The very symbol of
strength and courage on our
national crest cannot be allowed to
diminish from our forests,” said
Dionysius.

“I am convinced that is a
scenario that we will not allow to
happen and that we shall work
together in partnership, stronger
than ever, to prevent extinction of
the Malayan tiger.”

“We need to do whatever it
takes to double the number of tigers
by 2020. Together, it is possible,”
he said.

The Belum-Temenggor forest
reserve is located in Northern Perak
and spans about 3,000km sq - an
area of about four times the size of
Singapore.

It has been identified as one of
three priority sites for tigers in the
country under the National Tiger
Conservation Action Plan.

Belum-Temenggor represents a
critical area for tigers as the
breeding population of tigers found
there is an important population
source for the larger Northern Main
Range, which, at over 8,000 km sq,
is one of the largest contiguous
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habitats for tigers in Peninsular
Malaysia.

Dynamic steps to save the
tiger
Friday, 8 April 2016

Only proactive, creative and
innovative steps will ensure that the
Malayan tiger continues to roam
our forests.

As an ardent supporter of
wildlife and conservation, I have
some suggestions.

Government departments 
and NGOs involved in tiger
protection and conservation efforts
need young blood to initiate new
ideas and programmes to save the
tiger. This also calls for more
commitment and dedication on
those involved.

The job of protecting the tiger
cannot be the normal 9-to-5
arrangement. Wildlife Department
officers need to go beyond the 
call of duty, and they need to
equate the success of increasing 
the number of tigers with their own
career success.

Only those who really love the
tiger and other wildlife should
consider a career in the Wildlife
Department.

The orang asli need to be an
integral part of the tiger
conservation efforts. Presently,
many of them are indifferent and
not cooperating as they appear to
have some grievances with the
Government over their customary
rights.

The orang asli should be
rewarded with economic benefits
for helping in tiger conservation.
This can be done by employing
them in various capacities as they
are well versed with the jungle. It
will keep them from poaching on
their own or helping other poachers
as well.

All logging, trapping, hunting,
searching for agar wood and other
activities should be strictly
prohibited in the tiger reserves.

Impose a curfew from dusk to
dawn in the tiger reserves with a

shoot-to-kill order against poachers.
Bring in the armed forces to patrol
the tiger sanctuaries when poachers
are sighted.

Ban all hunting with dogs as all
wild animals, big and small,
including the tiger are stressed by
the canines hunting in packs.

Hunting of wild boar, deer and
other potential tiger prey should be
totally banned even if these animals
are numerous, and hunting permits
should not be issued. A plentiful
supply of tiger prey will translate
into healthier tigers and more cubs.

Rope in more wildlife support
groups, NGOs and individuals to
help in the tiger conservation efforts
through corporate sponsorships,
donations and other contributions.

Impose strict speed limits on
highways and roads running
through the tiger sanctuaries and
also install electric fences along
highway stretches where tigers are
known to frequently cross.
Signboards prohibiting
unauthorised people from 
entering the tiger reserves should 
be placed at various spots along 
the border.

Tourism is a big revenue earner
for this country and a reasonable
percentage of it should be set aside
for the protection of wildlife which
is essential for ecotourism.

The Tourism and Culture
Ministry should also produce
brochures on wildlife to enlighten
locals and tourists. More
documentaries about local 
wildlife should be shown in the
various media to enable more
Malaysians to know and be
concerned over the plight of our
wildlife, especially those under
threat of extinction.

Closely monitor the activities of
villagers living near tiger reserves as
there are many who own guns and
may collaborate with the poachers.
Effective intelligence-gathering is
needed to eliminate poaching.

The Government can engage
the villagers in these efforts by
offering them economic benefits,
perhaps through ecotourism
activities.

Tiger cubs need to be watched
closely to ensure their survival.
Nursing tiger mothers need to 
be helped if their food supply is
scarce by placing animal carcasses
near them. We have now come 
to the point where we have to 
save the tiger even through
unnatural means!

Motion-sensitive cameras 
and other technological advances
need to be used to monitor both
tigers and cubs. More attention
should be given to the cubs as 
they are the means to stop the
decline in the tiger population. 
The cameras can also be used to
monitor any illegal activities in the
tiger reserves.

The Government could also
consider giving “denizen” status
(similar to human citizenship) to
endangered wildlife such as the
tiger. This will enable the
Government to formulate new
legislation against poaching and
killing of wildlife and to mete out
stiffer punishment. The killing of a
tiger should be equated with
murder, or something close to it, to
ensure punishment.

Worldwide, many wild animals
are ruthlessly being killed by
poachers. Unless these animals are
protected through the enhanced
denizenship status, there is no way
to stop their extinction.

For a start, arrested poachers
and killers of endangered wildlife
should be remanded and regarded
as guilty and they need to prove
their innocence, not the other way
round as at present.

Help the depleted stock of tiger
prey - animals such as wild boar
and deer - to recover by protecting
their habitat.

Malaysians need to be more
committed and dedicated in
helping out with sponsorships,
programmes and activities to save
the tiger.

Even though one may not be
lucky enough to see a tiger in the
wild, knowing that there is a large
number of them in the jungle will
be a big consolation.

— V. THOMAS, Sungai Buloh
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Endangered Tiger Killed in
Myanmar Came from
Thailand

“Because national borders are not
boundaries for wildlife, this episode
underscores the importance of the
transboundary forests of Thailand and
Myanmar, and the opportunity for
the two countries to work together to
manage conservation areas that ensure
a future for both tigers and people.”

NEW YORK (MARCH 9, 2016) -
Experts from the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) say that a tiger
killed on Feb 25th in Myanmar
came from a protected area in
neighboring Thailand that currently
hosts between 60 and 70 tigers.

Using a database of camera trap
images, Thai government and WCS

experts were able to identify the
tiger as a male approximately three
years old known by scientists as
HKT-206M. It was photographed
in the Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife
Sanctuary last February with its
mother (HKT-141F). In another
striking image, the tiger was
walking past the camera with a
pangolin in its mouth.

The tiger is believed to have
traveled approximately 170
kilometers (105 miles) crossing the
Dawna Mountain range in the
transboundary Taninthayi region
into Myanmar. The natural range of
male tigers is about 300 sq.km (115
sq. miles), but the range of transient
animals like this one can be much
larger.

The tiger was killed after
injuring two fishermen in a wetland

in Kayin State. When authorities
from the Myanmar Border Guard
Force and Myanmar Police Force
attempted to subdue it, the tiger
attacked a soldier and was shot. 

Some villagers believed that the
appearance of tiger was connected
to the spiritual world. Monks
stripped the skin off the animal in
order to preserve it at the local
monastery and cremated the
remaining tiger carcass in a
ceremony.

A recent study by a team of
Thai and international scientists
found that tigers in Huai Kha
Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary are
rebounding thanks to enhanced
protection measures. Monitoring of
the population from 2005-2012
identified 90 individual tigers and
an improvement in tiger survival

MMYYAANNMMAARR  

Camera trap photos reveal tiger last seen in Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary· Tiger traversed mountain range to reach
Myanmar
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and recruitment over time.
“This incident is a bittersweet

story of a healthy population of
tigers dispersing into new areas,
then coming into conflict with
humans.” Said Colin Poole, WCS
Regional Director, Greater Mekong.
“Because national borders are not

boundaries for wildlife, this episode
underscores the importance of the
transboundary forests of Thailand
and Myanmar, and the opportunity
for the two countries to work
together to manage conservation
areas that ensure a future for both
tigers and people.”

President warns against
illegal wildlife poaching
By Pyae Thet Phyo |
Monday, 06 June 2016

While looking at photos after the
ceremony, he told officials at the
conservation department, “You
must take action to stop it. You
really need to do it.”

“Wildlife poaching and
smuggling could damage the
ecosystem and fuel gang crimes,”
the president said.

“Until the past decade, we knew
very little about the effects of illegal
trading of wildlife on the
environment, business sector and
social community.”

“But today, due to advances in
technology and knowledge, we can
assess the situation. And, as it is a
worrisome situation, we need to
conduct preventative measure
effectively,” he said.

Illegal wildlife trading
proliferates across Myanmar’s
borders. Mong La in Shan State is
known as a transit haven for
poachers, and a hot spot for trading
in endangered pangolins. Reports
suggest there is also significant trade
in elephants, Asiatic bears, sun

The killed tiger roaming in the Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary in February 2015

The line sight distance between the Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuaryand the
location where the tiger was killed



bears, tigers, leopards, snow
leopards, cloud leopards, turtles and
tortoises from Myanmar to its
neighbours.

“In Asia’s smuggling market, a
kilogram of ivory is priced at
US$220, while a kilogram of
rhinoceros horns is about $60,000.
They are more expensive than gold
and platinum,” U Htin Kyaw said.

“The amount of money spent
on transactions involving wildlife
across the world is $20 billion a
year. It is the fourth-biggest
trafficking business after the trade
of drugs, weapons and persons.”

In 1994 Myanmar enacted the
Protection of Wildlife and Wild
Plants and Conservation of Natural
Areas Law, which forbids the
possession, sale or export of
endangered animals or their parts
and carries fines of K30,000 to

K50,000 or imprisonment of up to
seven years.

Myanmar is also a signatory of
the Convention on the
International Trade of Endangered
Species.

Conservation ministry takes
aim at Mong La wildlife
trade
By AFP | Wednesday, 08
June 2016

Authorities plan to shut down a
notorious market where exotic
animal parts are sold openly, an
official said yesterday, as Southeast
Asia struggles to stem a billion-
dollar wildlife trade fuelled by
Chinese demand.

Mong La, a lawless border town
located in territory controlled by

the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army in Shan State, is a
hotbed for buying and selling
endangered species. Products such
as elephant tusks and tiger wine are
freely traded, largely to Chinese
tourists.

It is part of the “golden triangle”
of Myanmar, Laos and Thailand,
where illegal activity - including
drug, wildlife and people trafficking
- proliferates.

“We are planning to close the
market. But without [cooperation
from] local people and local police,
we won’t be successful,” U Kyaw
San Naing, the director of
Myanmar’s conservation ministry,
told AFP.

He said previous governments
had allowed the trade to flourish,
making it hard to quickly shutter
the lucrative zone.
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President U Htin Kyaw attends a World Environment Day ceremony in Nay Pyi Taw

PHOTO: PYAE THET PHYO / THE MYANMAR TIMES



The ministry plans an education
campaign to teach people about the
value of protecting Myanmar’s
wildlife and natural resources.

“It concerns [locals’] livelihoods,
so it will be difficult to close the
market urgently. But to kill an
elephant for two tusks is not the
right way,” U Kyaw San Naing said.

Southeast Asia is a biodiversity
hotspot, but weak governance,

endemic corruption and porous
borders across the region have
allowed an illegal wildlife trade to
boom.

Many of the products are
funnelled to China, where there is a
high demand for exotic pets,
traditional medicines and luxury
fashion products.

WWF-Myanmar yesterday
welcomed the news that steps were

being taken to shutter Mong La.
“It is an important step toward

addressing the illegal wildlife trade
in Myanmar and the Golden
Triangle, and WWF will continue
to work with the Myanmar
government and other conservation
organisations to ensure that further
steps are taken to tackle wildlife
crime,” said country director
Christy Williams.
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NTNC, ZSL sign tiger
conservation agreement
- Post Report, Kathmandu

May 18, 2016- National Trust for
Nature Conservation (NTNC) on
Tuesday signed an agreement with
Zoological Society of London
(ZSL) to launch awareness raising
activities in national parks and
wildlife reserves in Tarai region,
stretched along the Nepal-India
border. 

Concerned over the increased
poaching of tiger in major habitats
in the country, particularly in the
West Nepal in the recent months,
the national and international
organisations working in wildlife
conservation have agreed to
organise activities focusing on
raising awareness about tiger
conservation in Bardia National
Park, Banke National Park, Parsa
Wildlife Reserve, Shuklaphanta
Wildlife Reserve and buffer-zone
forest areas. 

The agreement signed between
Govinda Parajuli, member secretary
at the NTNC and Hem Sagar
Baral, national coordinator of ZSL
in Nepal, focuses on conducting
camera trapping to study the status
of tiger and their prey species,
providing training to increase the
capacity of government authorities

working in conservation, improving
the effectiveness of security
network, setting up new security
posts and support in patrolling
inside the protected areas. 

The three-year project with an
estimated cost of Rs 95.23 million
will be implemented with the
involvement of the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife
Reserve, ZSL and local
communities, according to the
agreement. It will also work to
enhance the capacity of
community-based units in various
districts to combat poaching and
illegal wildlife trade. The 13 tiger
range countries, including Nepal, in
2010 pledged to double the existing
wild tiger populations by 2022.
Nepal is home to 198 wild tigers, as
per the 2013 census. 
http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/
printedition/news/2016-05-18/ntnc-

zsl-sign-tiger-conservation-
agreement.html

Nepal, India chalk out plans
to save the tiger
- Pragati Shahi, Kathmandu

Mar 17, 2016- Wildlife
conservation authorities from Nepal
and India have concluded that
Bawaria and Banjara tribal

communities in India pose key
threat to tiger conservation, and
decided to come up with measures
to track down the poachers,
monitor their activities and restrict
their movement along the trans-
boundary corridor. 

A dramatic surge in tiger
poaching with cases of arrests and
seizures of tiger skins and body
parts in Nepal has triggered alarm
bells in both the countries. Tiger
conservation remained a key agenda
of discussion between the wildlife
officials from both the countries
during the two-day trans-boundary
meeting that ended in New Delhi
on Tuesday. 

Fourteen incidents involving
arrests of more than two dozen
people, including groups of
Banjaras, along with tiger parts at
different times from different parts
of the country, were reported
between January 2015 and February
2016 in the country, said Maheswor
Dhakal, deputy director general at
the Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation
(DNPWC). “This possibly indicates
that 14 tigers were killed during the
period, as most of the skins were
fresh,” he said. 

An investigation by Nepal
Police’s Central Investigation
Bureau found that six out of the



total 14 tigers killed by the poachers
belonged to the Bardiya National
Park, a potential tiger habitat where
the number of the wild cats was
found to be increasing in recent
years. The CIB has also found that
India’s nomadic Banjara and
Bawariya communities-notorious
tiger hunters-are also in the trade of
tiger skins and body parts, said
Dhakal. 

“Tiger poaching is not only
Nepal’s problem. India is facing
poaching as serious threat to the
existence of the remaining tiger
population in the country. Both the
countries have agreed to strengthen
their conservation efforts at all
levels to control poaching and
illegal wildlife trade,” he said. 

The tiger population in Nepal is
estimated to number around 200
individuals, and in India around
2,200.

During the meeting, Nepali
delegates put forward the agenda of
signing a memorandum of
understanding between the two
governments to work on the
conservation sector. Despite
repeated efforts, no agreements has
been signed at government level to
tackle wildlife conservation and
work towards biodiversity
conservation, between the two
countries, while Nepal has already
signed an agreement with China on
environment and biodiversity
conservation. 

“We hope some concrete

decisions will be taken to enhance
the trans-boundary cooperation
between India and Nepal, and other
regional countries in tiger
conservation during the upcoming
ministerial meeting next month,”
Dhakal said. 

Representatives of wildlife
conservation authorities, wildlife
crime control agencies and security
bodies of both the countries
participated in the annual trans-
boundary meeting to discuss on
conservation efforts in both the
countries to protect biodiversity.
India has also agreed to share
knowledge, expertise and provide
male gharial crocodiles to the
Chitwan National Park to facilitate
breeding.
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Introduction Seminar On
Cameratraps
Asemyonov posted on
February 01, 2016 22:04

A training seminar titled “Using
camera traps for monitoring and
research of wildlife populations”
took place over January 25-30 2016
in the Sikhote-Alin Reserve and at
the Wildlife Conservation Society’s
research center in Ternei.

Its goal was to provide
background information for those
wildlife practitioners who recently
started using camera traps, for those
who would like to start using them,
and for those who already have
some experience but would like
more information on how to
analyze and manage data they
obtained.

“In recent years, camera traps
have become a very popular method
of collecting wildlife data all over
the world. However, they are often
used without clearly stated goals, or

without the use of a clear
methodology needed to reach the
desired objectives. During our
training we will try to “guide” the
participants through the entire
process of conducting research
using camera traps: starting with
stating and correctly formulating
goals, on to obtaining, storing, and
analyzing the data”, says Dale
Miquelle, director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s Russia
Program.

This seminar was organized by
employees of the Wildlife
Conservation Society and the
Sikhote-Alin Reserve, who acquired
many years of experience
successfully conducting camera trap
surveys of the Amur tiger, Far
Eastern leopard, and Amur goral.

The seminar was attended by
over 30 participants. Among them
are employees of 11 reserves, 2
national parks, 2 Institutes of the
Russian Academy of Sciences,
several environmental NGOs,

students of the Far Eastern Federal
University, and a representative of a
major Russian camera trap supplier
company.

“Such gatherings provide a
unique opportunity to meet
professionals with experience using
camera traps to study different
animals, from birds to tigers and
bears. The exchange of experience,
and discussion of problems each
researcher encounters in their work,
present an opportunity to take a
fresh look at the issue and to learn
about each participant’s ways of
using cameras, and their tricks of
the trade” says Svetlana Soutyrina,
Deputy Director for Science at the
Sikhote Alin Reserve.

As part of the training, field
work was carried out in using
camera traps to assess the sika deer
population in the Blagodatnoe area
of the Reserve, and workshops were
conducted on the use of current
software for individual
identification of animals from

RRUUSSSSIIAA  



photos and on the statistical analysis
of information. This knowledge will
enable participants to elevate the
quality of their research and obtain
interesting data.

“For us, this is the first, and
rather successful, experience in
carrying out such a large-scale
training event. Our Reserve and our
colleagues from the Wildlife
Conservation Society have vast
expertise and knowledge in the field
of research and wildlife
conservation, so we can confidently
say that this seminar is one of many
to come. Even now we are putting
together a program for a following
seminar” said Dmitry Gorshkov,
Director of the Sikhote-Alin
Reserve.

Released orphaned tigers
Borya and Svetlaya survive
second winter in wild
By: Ekaterina Blidchenko
Posted: Wed, 06/01/2016

New photographs of the tigers
famously released back to the wild
show that Borya and Svetlaya have
successfully survived their second
winter. Their good physical condition
confirms that during the winter they
did not suffer from lack of food.

While other predators-lynxes,
wolves and bears-inhabit the tigers’
range, there are no “strained”
relationships. This situation differs
from the one in the “Khingansky”
Natural Reserve, where female Ilona
has established her range; she has

hunted wolves several times, which
led to the wolves moving to a
different territory. The experts have
not researched interactions between
predators within ranges of
reintroduced tigers in detail.

Monitoring is performed jointly
by PRNCO “Tiger Center”,
inspectors of Hunting Inspection
Department of the Jewish
Autonomous Region government,
Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS), experts of A.N. Severtsov
Institute of Ecology and Evolution
of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
staff of “Bastak” Natural Reserve
and “Khingansky” Natural Reserve
with support of Fund “Phoenix”
and the International Fund for
Animal Welfare.
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(Top) The Introduction Seminar on Cameratraps was attended by more then 30 participants from all over the Russia. 
(Left) Outdoor practice for participants of the Cameratraps Introduction Seminar. (Right) Setting camera-traps - outdoor
practice learning for participants of the Cameratraps Introduction Seminar
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Antipoaching efforts have
helped the wild tiger
population in Thailand’s
Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife
Sanctuary to nearly triple in
size
By John R. Platt on February
19, 2016

Thailand’s wild tigers finally have
some good news. Camera traps
deployed in Huai Kha Khaeng
Wildlife Sanctuary have revealed
that its population of Indochinese
tigers (Panthera tigris corbetti) has
increased from a low of about 35 to
90. According to a study published
this month inConservation Biology,
this is now the only tiger
population in all of Southeast Asia
that is actually growing.

The entire wild population of
the Indochinese tiger subspecies was
estimated at just 350 animals in
2010. The subspecies can also be
found in Laos, Myanmar,
Cambodia and Vietnam. It may or
may not still exist in China.

The study credits the
population increase to intense
antipoaching efforts which were put
in place in Huai Kha Khaeng in
2006. Armed guards regularly
patrol the sanctuary to protect not
just the tigers but also the animals
the big cats eat.

“The prey, too, have rebounded,
which is the reason why we are
seeing increased recruitment and
reproduction towards end of the
period of this study,” says Ullas
Karanth, director of the Wildlife
Conservation Society’s India
Program and a co-author of the
new study.

Karanth says Huai Kha
Khaeng’s tiger population holds
particular importance because it’s
what’s called a “source” population
of animals which can disperse into

the broader range for the species.
“These are the areas where there is
sufficient prey and protection for
some reproduction to take place
and provide a small surplus for
dispersal and colonization of wider
empty forests,” he says, adding that
the sanctuary probably now holds
the “the largest source population of
tigers outside of the Indian
continent.”

The ten years of protective
efforts have obviously paid off and
begun to pay dividends as tigers
born over the past few years reach
maturity and have the opportunity
to reproduce. “We are currently
analyzing the tiger data gathered
after this study, but it is clear that
we are getting more tigers and more
cubs in our traps suggesting the
population is beginning to take off,
based on all the good work,”
Karanth says.

Of course, the situation for
tigers in Thailand is not completely
rosy. Poaching still exists, possibly
even with the protected sanctuary.
A tiger skin and body parts
recovered from poachers this past
November was identified, thanks to
camera traps photos and her unique
fur patterns, as a female known to
have lived in Haui Kha Khaeng.
Whether her two cubs survived the
loss of their mother remains
unknown.

Meanwhile, Thailand has a
thriving commercial tiger breeding
industry which supports cruel and
inhumane tourist attractions such as
the infamous Tiger Temple, which
itself holds more big cats than the
entire wild population in Huai Kha
Khaeng. Animals from that facility
have also been linked to the black
market trade in tiger bones and
other body parts, according to an
investigation published last month
by journalist Sharon Guynup in

National Geographic. The tigers
from this industry are useless for
conservation purposes due to
rampant inbreeding and poor
husbandry. The commercial
demand created by commercial
industry also puts pressure on wild
tigers, as products made from wild
animals aremore valued in Asian
culture.

Still, the population in this
sanctuary remains a rare bright spot
for Thailand and for all of
Southeast Asia’s embattled big cats.
Karanth says he expects the tigers in
Huai Kha Khaeng to continue their
growth and to reach the habitat’s
carrying capacity in another 10 to
15 years as long as protective
measures remain at their current
level.

The broader story for tigers,
though, remains bleak. “I always
welcome good tiger news because it
is so rare,” says wildlife investigator
J.A. Mills, author of Blood of the
Tiger. She added, “I caution
optimism for wild tigers based on
reports like this. The key takeaway
for me is ‘this is the only site in
Southeast Asia where tigers are
confirmed to be increasing in
population.’ That is scary.”

Tiger Temple monk held ‘for
smuggling’

Thai authorities say they have
detained a monk attempting to
smuggle tiger skins and fangs from
a Buddhist temple.

Operators at Wat Pha Luang Ta
Bua temple, known as the “Tiger
Temple”, are accused of wildlife
trafficking and animal abuse. They
deny the charges.

On Wednesday, wildlife officials
found the bodies of 40 dead tiger
cubs at the temple complex.

TTHHAAIILLAANNDD  
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The discovery came during a
week-long effort to relocate 137
tigers from the tourist site in
Kanchanaburi province.

The temple operators had
resisted previous attempts to remove
the tigers.

Police intercepted the monk,
and two other men, in a lorry
leaving the temple in western
Thailand on Thursday.

The authorities confiscated two
full-length tiger skins, about 700
amulets made from tiger parts, and
10 tiger fangs, Teunchai
Noochdumrong, director of of the
Wildlife Conservation Office, told
the BBC.

“This confiscation shows that
the temple is likely involved in
illegal tiger trade. They are clearly
violating the law in selling,
distributing of transferring the
protected animals or their parts,”
she said.

Wildlife authorities in Thailand
have said they will press charges
against the temple.

On Wednesday, tiger cub
corpses were found in a freezer at
the complex, along with body parts
from other animals.

Police Col Bandith
Meungsukhum told the Agence
France-Presse news agency the cubs

would have been one or two days
old, but it was not clear how long
they had been dead.

Alarm over illegal wildlife
trade
By Nirmal Ghosh, The
Straits Times / ANN,
Tuesday, June 7, 2016, 14:39

It was a discovery that shocked even
those who feared the worst: 70 dead
tiger cubs and other wildlife species
stuffed in freezers.

The Thai authorities, raiding

the now infamous Tiger Temple in
the western province of
Kanchanaburi over the past week,
uncovered what they suspect could
be a transnational tiger-smuggling
racket.

For years, it had been breeding
tigers and attracting paying tourists,
reaping a windfall as an attraction.
But under the noses of the visitors,
the temple was apparently
packaging tiger parts to be sold as
potions in labelled jars across
Southeast Asia and China.

Last Friday, the UN’s Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said

This file photo taken on May 30, 2016 shows Thai wildlife officials using a tunnel of cages to capture a tiger and remove it
from an enclosure at the Wat Pha Luang Ta Bua Tiger Temple in Kanchanaburi province, western Thailand
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In this photo released by the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation, the remains of tiger cubs and a bear are laid out at the “Tiger
Temple” in Saiyok district in Kanchanaburi province, west of Bangkok, Thailand,
June 1, 2016
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the tiger seizures at the temple
represented “only a tiny proportion
of the enormous extent of an illegal
trade in wildlife that is pushing
species to the brink of extinction”.

“Until the illegal trade in
wildlife is stopped, we are only
likely to see more of these types of
situations,” it said.

Environmental crime - which
includes wildlife and timber
trafficking - is growing at an
“alarming pace”, Interpol secretary-
general Juergen Stock said in a
statement on Saturday, the eve of
World Environment Day. This
year’s theme is “Fight against illegal
trade in wildlife”.

Globally the value of such crime
is between US$91 billion and
US$258 billion, a sharp jump from
the US$70 billion to US$213
billion in 2014, according to the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and Interpol.

Weak laws and poorly funded
security forces are enabling
international criminal networks and
armed rebels to profit from a trade
that fuels conflicts, devastates

ecosystems and is threatening
species with extinction, the report
said.

Environmental crime is the
world’s fourth largest criminal
enterprise after drug smuggling,
counterfeiting and human
trafficking, the two agencies noted.

Criminal syndicates have links
deep in the forests of Asia, Africa
and Latin America, with wildlife
trade routes leading to China and
East Asia where the big markets lie -
China for ivory, rosewood and
other wildlife and timber products;
and Vietnam for timber and rhino
horn among others.

The rich tropical jungles of
Southeast Asia are only one area
being looted by environmental
criminals.

Globally, over the past 10 years,
over 1,000 park rangers have been
killed, 80 per cent of them by
commercial poachers and armed
militia groups.

According to the Britain-based
Global Witness, over 1,000
environmental and land rights
activists and protesters have been

murdered worldwide since 2002.
Between 2010 and 2012,

100,000 African elephants were
killed out of a population of fewer
than 500,000. Close to 100 African
elephants are killed every day for
their ivory - one every 15 minutes.

Chimpanzees, killed for meat
and for the exotic pet trade, are
now completely extinct in Gambia,
Burkina Faso, Benin and Togo,
where they were once numerous.

The harmless pangolin has been
killed at the rate of an estimated
117,000 to 233,000 from 2011-
2013.

Pangolin processing factories
have been found deep in the jungles
of Indonesia, and trucks stuffed
with tonnes of pangolins have been
found trying to cross from Malaysia
to Thailand on the way to Laos and
China. The UN has called for “zero
tolerance for wildlife crime”.

There are, however, some
encouraging signs, says Bangkok-
based regional coordinator
Giovanni Broussard of UNODC’s
programme on combating wildlife
and forest crime.
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National Parks and Wildlife Officers examine the skin of a tiger at the “Tiger Temple” in Saiyok district in Kanchanaburi
Province, west of Bangkok, Thailand on June 2, 2016
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“The perception at least is that
there is more awareness of the
problem here in the region,” he
said.

“Asean ministers of public
security last year agreed to list
wildlife and timber trafficking as a
priority area under transnational
organised crime, and are
establishing a working group. So
the gravity of the situation is
beginning to be appreciated.”

In its first report on crime,
released in May, the UNODC
noted that “the trafficking of
wildlife is increasingly recognised as
both a specialised area of organised
crime and a significant threat to
many plant and animal species”.

Analysts and activists say seizing
contraband wildlife and timber is
not enough; it must be followed by
wide-ranging investigations of the
sort that are brought to bear on
terrorism and drug trafficking cases.

In one such case, the Thai
authorities are prosecuting a woman
in the north central province of
Chaiyaphum, who ran a tiger farm

- and whose brother was caught
poaching rosewood.

The authorities confiscated
millions of dollars worth of assets
from them, said Tim Redford of the
Freeland Foundation in Bangkok,
which trains Thai rangers in the
fight against poachers.

Halfway across the world, in
Tanzania, a prominent Beijing-born
Chinese businesswoman, Yang
Fenglan, 66, is on trial, accused of
leading one of Africa’s biggest ivory
smuggling rings, responsible for
more than 700 elephant tusks
worth US$2.5 million illegally
shipped out of Tanzania. She denies
the charges.

In his message to mark World
Environment Day, which is
observed annually on June 5, UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon
said this year’s observance “shines a
much-needed spotlight on the
illegal trade in wildlife”.

“There is grave cause for alarm.
Elephants are being slaughtered for
their ivory, rhinos for their horns,
and pangolins for their scales. From

sea turtles to tigers to rosewood,
thousands of species of wild animals
and plants are being driven ever
closer to extinction,” he said.

They will be DNA tested to see
whether they were related to other
tigers at the site. Officials say the
temple operators could be charged
with keeping the carcasses without
permission.

The temple previously said it
had decided in 2010 to stop
cremating cubs which died soon
after birth. It has always denied
trafficking allegations.

Authorities started the operation
to remove all 137 living tigers from
the temple on Monday. Dozens
have already been removed, and
taken to animal refuges.

The site, west of Bangkok, is a
popular tourist attraction, with
visitors able to post for photos with
the animals for a fee. It has been
closed to the public since the raid.

Animal activists and former
workers have claimed the tigers are
mistreated and kept in small
concrete cages.

Four tiny tiger cubs found
frozen in Vietnam animal
smuggling operation
Published time: 18 May,
2016 17:19

A man was arrested in northern
Vietnam on Sunday for trafficking
the frozen carcasses of four tiger
cubs.

Pham Van Tu, 26, was held at
the border of Vietnam and Laos
while attempting to deliver the
carcasses to a buyer.

The man was tracked down
after he brazenly advertised the
animals for sale on Facebook, where
he found a buyer willing to part

with VND$8 million (US$359) for
the carcasses, according to
Vietnam’s VN Express.

The illegal tiger trade is a
significant problem in Vietnam,
where the animals are sold mainly
for their skin, meat, claws and
bones. These are made into a glue-
like ointment believed to have
healing properties.

The man is now being
questioned by police and is
reportedly suspected of being a
member of a wildlife trafficking
ring. Tigers are categorised as an
“endangered” species by the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature and

Natural Resources. The world’s tiger
population has decreased by over 95
percent in the last century,
according to the World Wildlife
Fund.

In Vietnam, the tiger
population has plummeted from
more than 100 in the early part of
the century, to as few as five today.
Tigers are now being bred in
captivity in order to cater for the
high demand in illegal animal
trading.

News of the frozen tiger cub
discovery comes ahead of Vietnam
hosting the third International
Wildlife Trade Conference in
Hanoi.

VVIIEETTNNAAMM  
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The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT)

The Wildlife Conservation Trust
(WCT) currently works in 118
national parks and sanctuaries and
several territorial forests in India
across 20 states, covering 75% of 49
tiger reserves and 15% of
approximately 730 Protected Areas
(PAs). With over 3.5 million people
living inside tiger reserves and
several hundred million dependent
on natural ecosystems, we cannot
separate communities from
conservation. Thus, WCT lays equal
emphasis on wildlife conservation
and community development.

Protection
WCT works closely with state forest
departments to ensure they have the
best equipment and training to
carry out their duties.

Support to Forest Department:
WCT’s Rapid Response Unit
(RRU) is presently deployed in the
Central Indian Landscape. It deals
with cases of wildlife rescue,
human-wildlife conflict and extends
support to the forest department as
and when required. So far in 2016,
the RRU has assessed cases of tiger
attacks on humans in the
Brahmapuri and Bhandari forest
divisions. Following which, the
team presented a set of
recommendations, like setting up
warning systems and conducting
awareness camps in villages to

mitigate chances of attacks, to the
Maharashtra Forest Department
(MFD). The team has also lent
assistance to wildlife rescue
operations and conducted post-
mortems on two tigers, a leopard,
and a sloth bear in Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. 

Anti-poaching Camps (APCs)
are critical for the protection of
forests. They are often located in
remote places and lack basic
amenities. WCT equips APCs to
ease the challenges faced by
frontline forest staff. Since Jan
2016, WCT has equipped 100
APCs in Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger
Reserve, Katepurna and Dyanganga
Wildlife Sanctuaries. WCT
provided essential items such as
integrated solar systems, first aid
kits, mosquito nets, GPS devices,
binoculars, digital cameras, metal
trunks, cooking sets, water filters,
water tanks and personal equipment
for guards such as raincoats, shoes,
winter jackets and water bottles
among others. WCT also extended
its support to 88 members of the
Special Tiger Protection Force
(STPF) teams in Melghat and
Satpura Tiger Reserve.

WCT with the Madhya Pradesh
Forest Department (MPFD) and
the MFD introduced MSTrIPES (a
Patrol Based Wildlife Monitoring
GIS Database system) module in
the Pench Tiger Reserve of both

states. The system provides critical
insights by revealing patterns of
patrolling and crime, thereby
ensuring informed decisions and
improving overall effectiveness of
the on-going patrolling activities.
The systematic and tactical patrol
can significantly control illegal
activities.

Capacity-building for frontline
forest staff: A key focus of WCT is
to build capacity within the forest
department. To this end, WCT
conducts various trainings for forest
staff, often bringing in experts from
various fields such as veterinary
medicine and law to supplement the
officers’ skill sets. 

While India has excellent
legislation on environmental
protection, proper enforcement of
the same is impeded by lack of
training of forest officials. WCT
works to redress this by conducting
Wildlife Crime Prevention training
programs that introduce forest staff
to India’s wildlife laws, powers they
hold and how best to utilise them.
This year, WCT led trainings have
reached over 1200 forest guards in
ten preparatory forest training
institutes in Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. WCT also conducted
two-day training in collaboration
with the Chief Conservator of
Forest’s (CCF) office in Madhya
Pradesh with 53 senior field staff



2016 June 47

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII GTFNEWS

from Hoshangabad, Balaghat forest
divisions and Satpura Tiger
Reserve.In addition, WCT has
developed and distributed posters,
which depict various illegal wildlife
resources, offences and briefly state
sectional laws from the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972 in Hindi and
Marathi. These are intended to aid
forest guards in detection and
conviction of wildlife or forest
related crimes. 

WCT in collaboration with
Panthera conducted a two week
Site-Security Trainings (SST) for
the 25 frontline staff of Pench Tiger
Reserve from Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. WCT also
conducted training of trainers,
wherein four STPF guards were
trained on imparting trainings on
site security.

Conservation Research: Increased
or stable tiger densities are an
important measure of protection
awarded to the species, therefore
research and monitoring exercises in
both PAs and territorial forests are
essential components of the WCT
conservation strategy. 

WCT conducted a camera
trapping study in Madhya Pradesh

covering approximately 5,600 sq.
kms including the forest divisions
in the districts of Hoshangabad,
Chhindwara, Seoni, Mandla,
Balaghat, Khandwa and Dewas,
entire core and buffer zone of
Satpura Tiger Reserve (2000 sq.
kms), Kanha-Pench corridor
(approx. 3000 sq. kms), and the
proposed Omkareshwar National
Park (600 sq.kms). WCT also
conducted training sessions for
setting up camera traps, monitoring
techniques and prey density
estimates with forest guards, so that
they can carry out assessments
independently. 

Images from the extensive
camera trapping exercise in Kanha-
Pench corridor and Satpuda Tiger
Reserve yielded a spectacular
discovery of a rare mammal species,
the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra).
This is the first- ever photographic
evidence of the species in India and
now the only known site outside its
existing geographical range.

Conservation Policy: Between
January and March 2016, WCT in
collaboration with the NTCA and
the Global Tiger Forum (GTF),
organised three bilateral

consultations on trans-boundary
tiger habitats between India-
Bangladesh, India-Bhutan and
India-Nepal respectively. The
consultations were aimed at
increasing inter-country cooperation
on these critical landscapes. Top
senior forest officials from each
country participated in the
consultation that focused on
renewing existing MoUs and
resolutions, capacity-building of
frontline forest staff and sharing of
best practices. These consultations
were a part of the WCT-USAID
Tiger Matters project.

Community Interventions
WCT works closely with
communities living in the buffer
zones of tiger reserves in three key
areas: health, education and
livelihoods. Our goal is to raise
their standard of living and reduce
their dependence on forests. 

a) Health: The WCT health
initiative focuses on providing
quality healthcare to forest staff and
communities in the buffer zones of
tiger reserves. WCT conducted 33
community health camps covering
30 villages in the buffer zone of the
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve,
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Maharashtra. A total of 2,256
outpatient-care services were
provided through health camps. 

In early 2016, WCT in alliance
with Dr. Chetan Trivedi of the Tulsi
Foundation conducted a Trauma
Management workshop for
frontline forest staff in the forest
staff in the Bor & Pench Tiger
Reserves and Umred Karhandla
Wildlife Sanctuary. The workshops
were aimed at improving guards’
responses to medical crises in the
field. They included modules on
Basic Life Support (BLS), how to
handle burns, severe allergic
reactions, bites, broken bones,
malaria and other field-related
accidents. The staff was given basic
first-aid equipment such as gloves,
masks and bandages. A total of 122
forest guards participated in the
training, along with 40 forest 
guard trainees. 

In order to raise awareness on

personal hygiene and promote
preventive health measures 
among forest staff, WCT 
conducted eight Caring for
Conservators (CFC) health camps
in Matkuli, Pachmarhi, Madai,
Churna of the Satpura Tiger
Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. 
WCT conducted pathological
screenings, followed by
comprehensive clinical health
check-ups for 618 forest guards. 

b) Education: WCT
understands the value of education
to a child’s future and works
extensively with government schools
in the buffer zones of the PAs to
build the capacity of teachers,
provide infrastructural support,
create alternate avenues for learning
through digital platforms like the
Guru-G tablets and support Non
Formal Education Centres
(NFECs). Currently, the WCT’s
education initiative supports schools

in buffer zones of the following
PAs: Ranthambhore, Panna,
Bandhavgarh, Satpura, Kanha,
Pench (Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra), Bandipur,
Madhumali, Tadoba-Andhari 
and BRT Hills. Over 42,000
students and 1700 teachers in 498
villages are benefitting for various
education initiatives. 

Among other interventions, 
the WCThas initiated a preliminary
study to set up a centre for 
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics Education
(STEM) at Garhi, near Kanha 
Tiger Reserve. This study is
expected to strengthen the
government educational institutes
and create permanent work stations
around Tiger Reserves. Additionally,
the Naanu Odutiddene (I Am
Reading) program was established
in the Bandipur Tiger Reserve with
an aim to instil the habit of reading



(I) Wildlife Conservation &
Research
(a) Study on dispersal routes of
tigers and other wildlife species in
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve: The
Corbett Foundation has begun a
two-year study on the dispersal
routes of tigers and other wildlife
species in the buffer zone of
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve. The
buffer zone of protected forests is
crucial habitat, protecting the core
zone from anthropogenic pressures

and providing forest cover to ‘spill
over’ and migrating animals seeking
out new territory, where they can
also avoid competition for finite
resources. The collection and study
of data about the current status of
wildlife here, dispersal routes,
habitat and food resources is
necessary to develop efficient
management strategies for this
habitat. The study so far reveals
promising findings for the long
term conservation of tigers and

other wildlife here. The ongoing
study has to its credit the first
report of the Asiatic Wild Cat
(Felissilvestris) in Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve

(b) Fencing wells: The Government
of Madhya Pradesh provides
farmers with dug-wells as a source
of water. There are hundreds of
such wells in the vicinity of
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve.
However, there is no protective
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and learning in children, beyond
school hours, with the help of 
their parents.

c) Livelihoods: The
communities living in and around
India’s forests depend heavily on
forest produce to supplement their
meagre income. WCT helps impart
vocational training to young people
and coordinates with a network of
job providers to find them gainful
employment, thereby reducing their
dependency on forests. WCT along
with its local partners have trained
315 youth from the buffer zones of
the Tadoba-Andhari and Pench
Tiger Reserves in Maharashtra and

the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve in
Rajasthan. Five vocational training
centres have also been set up
around the Tadoba-Andhari 
Tiger Reserve.

WCT in partnership with the
Snow Leopard Conservancy India
Trust (SLC-IT) has initiated
community based homestays to
tackle the existing conflict between
local communities and snow
leopards in the Trans Himalayan
Region of Ladakh. The program
encourages tourists to stay in
people’s houses, providing them
with an opportunity to learn about
local culture and traditions. It is

perceived that the income generated
from this for the household, will act
as an incentive to refrain from
retaliatory killing of snow leopards. 

In another initiative, WCT
along with Gram Oorja is setting
up solar micro-grids for four villages
in the buffer zone of Melghat Tiger
Reserve, Maharashtra, who have no
access to the government grid. The
intervention, apart from improving
their quality of life, is expected to
enhance their agricultural yield. The
villagers in return have agreed to
stop indiscriminate grazing and
fuelwood collection from the
surrounding forest.

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION (TCF)
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parapet or boundary wall
surrounding the mouth of the well,
and in the dark, the open wells are
a death trap for wildlife venturing
outside the core zone. Wild animals
frequently fall into these wells by
accident and die of injuries or
starvation. To prevent such
accidental deaths, TCF
Bandhavgarh implemented a
project, supported by Big Cat
Rescue (USA) to fence open-dug
wells in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve.
After successfully fencing 200 wells
along the core zone of Bandhavgarh
in 2015, TCF has fenced 56 wells
along the core zone from January to
June 2016.

(c) Conflict Mitigation - Interim
Relief Scheme: Corbett Tiger
Reserve and the adjoining forest
divisions in Uttarakhand are an
important conservation landscape
in the Terai arc region, with 250
villages and 25 Gujjar settlements
located in the buffer zones.
Depredation of cattle and livestock
by tigers and leopards occurs
frequently, causing losses to the
community. Procedural and

financial compensational delays
cause frustration and resentment in
these communities towards wild
animals and the Forest Department.
They carry out revenge killings of
the responsible predator by
poisoning the carcass it returns to,
posing a great threat to big cat
conservation here. To mitigate this
human-wildlife conflict, TCF began
an Interim Relief Scheme (IRS) in
1995, to give ex-gratia financial
assistance to villagers whose cattle
have been killed by a tiger or a
leopard in the buffer zone of CTR.
WWF-India has partnered TCF in
this scheme since 1997. With nearly
100% reporting of cattle kills, TCF
promptly responds to kill-reports,
providing immediate effective
monetary assistance and medical
treatment to the injured. This
scheme has reduced the antagonism
of locals and the revenge killing of
wild carnivores and herbivores.
Between January and July 2016,
317 cases of cattle depredation by
tigers and leopards have been
recorded and a total amount of
INR 4, 95,330/- was disbursed as
interim relief. 

(II) Wildlife Awareness
TCF regularly conducts awareness
programmes and campaigns for local
communities in and around the
protected areas it works in, to
impress upon them the importance
of tiger conservation and conserva-
tion-friendly practices. Between
January and June 2016, TCF Band-
havgarh created awareness about tiger
conservation among students of 20
schools through essay and art compe-
titions, movie screenings and shows,
rallies, wildlife and environmental
quizzes as well as workshops for
teachers. TCF Corbett in collabo-
ration with EarthWatch India
engaged its 3rd batch of volunteers in
its ‘Citizen Science’ programme,
wherein individuals from all walks of
life and with a passion for
conservation, assist scientists and
researchers in laying transects,
conducting socio-economic surveys,
monitoring avifauna and more. TCF
also celebrates global environmental
days such as Earth Day and World
Environment day with local students
and teachers. TCF Corbett held
painting competitions for 500
students in 30 schools in Ramnagar.



During 1st half of 2016, WPSI has
assisted enforcement officials in
India and Nepal to detect four
separate instances of tiger related
crime. On 19 January 2016, with
WPSI assistance, the Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau and Bihar
Police seized 2 tiger skins and 35
kilograms of tiger bones in Valmiki
tiger reserve. Acting on the
information received from the
accused in this case, another tiger
skin was recovered from
Nawalparasi district of Nepal on 25
January 2016. During the

investigation of this case, the bodies
of two tigers killed by poachers
were found in Valmiki tiger reserve
on 21 February 2016, and 7 March
2016. 10 people have been arrested
in this case. 

On 10 February 2016, based on
WPSI information, the Nepal
Police seized two tiger skins and
39.5 kilograms of tiger bones at
Kailali district. 8 people, including
6 Indian nationals from organized
poaching gangs were arrested in this
case. On 14 March 2016, with the
assistance of WPSI, the Special Task

Force of the Uttakhand Police
seized 5 tiger skins and 125
kilograms of tiger bones near the
Uttarakhand - Uttar Pradesh border
in Haridwar district. One member
of an organized poaching gang has
been arrested so far in this case. 

On 15 May 2016, 1 tiger skin
and approximate 20 kg of tiger
bones were seized by Special Task
Force of Uttarakhand police with
the assistance of WPSI at Haridwar-
Dehradun Road, under Raiwala P.S,
Dehradun dist, 4 persons were
arrested.
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WILDLIFE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF INDIA (WPSI)

Madhya Pradesh State
Government supports solar
fencing intervention around
the Kanha Tiger Reserve 
For famers residing in the vicinity
of forests, crop raiding by
herbivores is a source of constant
fear. Across the country, farmers
speak of losing a significant
percentage of their crops each year
to wild animals such as deer,
monkeys, porcupines and wild pigs. 

While farmers suffer from 
huge crop losses, the wild animals
mostly ungulates often face the 
fury of agitated farmers and
villagers. Mr. Soumen Dey, Team
Leader of the Satpuda Maikal
Landscape, WWF India shares that,
“Farmers in Kanha-Pench Corridor
annually lost almost sixty per cent
of their crop due to crop raiding by
wild ungulates.”

Borrowing from the experience

of colleagues in the Western Ghats
Nilgiris Landscape who have
developed a low cost solar powered
non-fatal electric fence which has
proven to be successful in deterring
crop raiding by elephants. The
Satpuda Maikal Landscape (SML),
team in 2013 initiated mitigation
measures to address the increasing
cases of human wildlife conflict and
crop depredation by wild animals
around Kanha TR. A low-cost solar

WWF-INDIA



52 June 2016

powered fence was installed in
Patpara village located in the
periphery of Kanha TR. The
demonstration fence was put up
around a crop field of 2.25 hectares.
The success spurred interest in the
fence not just among the other
residents of Patpara village but also
other villages adjacent to the park.
As the number of interested farmers
grew both the villages as well as
farms were chosen through close
consultations with the community
and other key stakeholders such as
the forest and agriculture
departments. The pilot eventually
grew to include fencing of around
30 hectares of crop fields. 

Involvement of the agriculture
department was crucial as they too
were constantly beseeched by
distraught farmers asking for
assistance to deal with the crop

raiding by wild herbivores. The
interaction with senior agriculture
department officials led to an invite
being extended to WWF India to
demonstrate the solar fencing
during the Krishi Mela - a district
level agriculture fair- in October
2014 in Mandla district. The meet
was attended by the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of the state- Shri Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, the State
Agriculture minister, local Member
of the Legislative Assembly, the
District Collector, Mandla and
many local farmers. 

The dignitaries and officials
present greatly appreciated the efforts
undertaken by WWF-India on the
solar fencing and also led to the state
Agriculture Department requesting
the Field Directors of Kanha,
Satpuda and Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserves to develop and implement a

similar model in the buffer areas of
these tiger reserves.A positive spin off
has been that the State Agriculture
department recently sanctioned an
amount of INR 4 crores (USD
600,000 approximately) for taking
up the solar fencing work across
select villages in the buffer of Kanha
TR. Similarly, INR 40 lakh(USD
60000 apprximately) and INR 12
lakh (18000 USD approximately)
have been sanctioned to Satpuda and
Bandhavgarh tiger reserves
respectively. 

This is a perfect example of the
work that WWF India is seeking to
undertake across critical tiger
landscapes where pilots in this
instance one on addressing human
wildlife conflict has been
successfully bought into by state
actors and scaled up to cover a
much larger area.



Cause of Death / Seizure Info
Natural
Drowning
Electrocution
In Fighting
In Fighting
Natural
In Fighting
Poisoning
Eliminated by Authorities in a conflict event
In Fighting
Poisoning
Poisoning
Poisoning
In Fighting
Poaching
Natural
Natural

TIGER MORTALITY IN INDIA -  JANUARY TO JUNE 2016
State

Assam
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Karnataka
Kerala
Karnataka
Rajasthan
Madhya Pradesh
Bihar
Madhya Pradesh
Kerala
Uttarakhand
Nagaland
Bihar
Madhya Pradesh
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan
Karnataka
Tamil Nadu
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Arunachal Pradesh
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Uttarakhand
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Karnataka
Tamil Nadu
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Kerala
Kerala
Rajasthan

Location
Dhupguri, Orang NP/Mangaldai Wildlife Division
Compt 492 Deolapar Range, Nagpur, Nagpur
RF 381 Ghogri Beat Ghatkohka Buffer, Pench
South Kheri
Kishanpur WLS, Dudhwa
Compt no 1376 Chourai Range, Chhindwara
Mathigod, Anechowkur, Nagarahole
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
Kachavinahalli, Hunsur Wildlife Division, Nagarahole
Khandar, Ranthambhore
Palashpani, Gumtara, Pench
Gonoli, Valmiki
Umari Shahdol Highway, Shahdol, Shahdol
Nilambur South
Savalde, Bijrani, Corbett, 4
Medziphema, Dimapur
Gonoli, Valmiki
Compt 653, Kisli, Kanha
Nilgiris South, Mudumalai
Gudalur, Gudalur, Mudumalai
Yediala, Bandipur
Compt 610 Satosha Beat, Pench
Compt 610 Satosha Beat, Pench
Compt 610 Satosha Beat, Pench
Kota, Ranthambhore/Mukundra
Kalahalla, Nagarahole
Nilgiris North Division
Chickmagalur Territorial Division
Ghorella, Mukki, Kanha
Brahmapuri Division
COmpt 141, Dhamokar Buffer, Bandhavgarh
Supkhar, Kanha
Mukki, Kanha
Brahmapuri Division, Tadoba
Anini
Nagarahole, Nagarahole
Kisli, Kanha, 695
Buffer, Tadoba Andhari, 348
Chorkhamara, Pitezari, Navegaon-Nagzira, 128
Haridwar, Rasiyabad Range, Haridwar, Rajaji
Magadhi, Bandhavgarh
Kanha
Vairat, Chikaldhara, Melghat, 784
Chikaldhara, Melghat
Gandattur, Gundre, Bandipur
Kottadai, Hasanur, Sathyamangalam
Bilahata, Hinhauta, Panna
Kanha
Bandhavgarh
Wayanad
Achenkovil
Ranthambhore

Date
2 Jan 2016
2 Jan 2016
2 Jan 2016
3 Jan 2016
4 Jan 2016
8 Jan 2016

19 Jan 2016
20 Jan 2016
21 Jan 2016
21 Jan 2016
31 Jan 2016
21 Feb 2016
22 Feb 2016
24 Feb 2016
25 Feb 2016
29 Feb 2016
7 Mar 2016
9 Mar 2016

15 Mar 2016
19 Mar 2016
28 Mar 2016
28 Mar 2016
28 Mar 2016
28 Mar 2016
31 Mar 2016
2 Apr 2016
2 Apr 2016
5 Apr 2016
8 Apr 2016
8 Apr 2016

10 Apr 2016
16 Apr 2016
18 Apr 2016
26 Apr 2016
26 Apr 2016
26 Apr 2016
26 Apr 2016
4 May 2016
7 May 2016
7 May 2016

19 May 2016
21 May 2016
27 May 2016
27 May 2016
28 May 2016
4 Jun 2016

11 Jun 2016
16 Jun 2016
17 Jun 2016
19 Jun 2016
23 Jun 2016
25 Jun 2016

S.NO.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

Uttar Pradesh
Chhattisgarh
Bihar
Bihar
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand
Kerala
West Bengal
Madhya Pradesh
Uttarakhand
Assam
Tamil Nadu

Barahai, Piibhit
Antagad, Antagad Range, East Bhanupratappur
Gonoli Village, Valmiki
Gonoli Village, Valmiki
Kotkadar, Nagina, Bijnor, Corbett
Kotkadar, Nagina, Bijnor, Corbett
Kotkadar, Nagina, Bijnor, Corbett
Kotkadar, Nagina, Bijnor, Corbett
Kotkadar, Nagina, Bijnor, Corbett
Attapady
Belcoba Range, Baikunthpur Division
Chhindwara
Raiwala, Haridwar, Rajaji
Dhemaji
Dindigul

5 Jan 2016
6 Jan 2016
24 Jan 2016
24 Jan 2016
14 Mar 2016
14 Mar 2016
14 Mar 2016
14 Mar 2016
14 Mar 2016
14 Mar 2016
19 Mar 2016
5 Apr 2016
15 May 2016
14 Jun 2016
17 Jun 2016

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

S.NO. DATE LOCATION STATE SEIZURE INFO
TIGER PARTS SEIZURE IN INDIA -  JANUARY TO JUNE 2016

SOURCE: tigernet.nic.in

2016 June 53



GTFNEWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

54 June 2016

OOff  tthhee  GGTTFF

1. The GTF in collaboration with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), Government of India
and the Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) organised
a Bi-lateral Consultative Meeting between India and
Bangladesh on transboundary biodiversity conservation
with special focus on tiger, in January 2016.
2. The GTF in collaboration with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), Government of India
and the Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) organised
a Bi-lateral Consultative Meeting between India and
Bhutan on transboundary biodiversity conservation
with special focus on tiger, in February 2016.
3. The GTF in collaboration with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), Government of India
and the Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) organised
a Bi-lateral Consultative Meeting between India and
Nepal on transboundary biodiversity conservation with
special focus on tiger, in March 2016.

4. The GTF organised Senior Officials Meetings of
Tiger Range Countries at Dehradun, India in January
2016 and at Bangkok, Thailand in March 2016, to
introspect and review the status of tiger, their habitat
and prey and to try to achieve political will and
authorization for a comprehensive and well-integrated
implementation of the NTRP and the GTRP at the 3rd

Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation in
April, 2016. 
5. The GTF attended Tiger Reintroduction Workshop
at Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 29 February, 2016
organised by the Forestry Administration, Government
of Cambodia and WWF- Greater Mekong.
6. The GTF jointly hosted the 3rd Asia Ministerial
Conference on Tiger Conservation at New Delhi, India
on 12-14 April, 2016. The GTF also organized post-
conference field trip to Corbett Tiger Reserve and
Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve for the delegates.
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