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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The GTF strengthened its professional capabilities and office support during this period, in view
of its enlarged mandate as an implementing arm of the Global Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC)
for the tiger agenda. A senior programme manager was recruited exclusively for project
development and coordination. A full time data entry operator was also appointed for data
processing and management. Since then, several projects specific to TRCs were firmed up for
soliciting donor support. 

The GTF mission interacted with officials from the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation, Thailand and WWF at Bangkok in August, 2015 on issues relating to active
management involving tiger reintroduction. A discussion was also held at the IUCN regional
office on various thematic areas relating to wild tiger conservation in TRCs within the region,
apart from exploring the scope of transboundary protected areas. The GTF also collaborated
with WWF in organizing a side event on tiger reintroduction at the “2015 Asia Regional
Conservation Forum” (IUCN).

The GTF mission visited the Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve, Russia for field appraisal and
interaction with officials and WWF. It also participated in the CA|TS Accreditation Ceremony.

The GTF collaborated with WWF-India in organizing a meeting of field officials in October,
2015 at Haldwani, Uttarakhand, India for implementing CA|TS in areas outside tiger reserves.

As a co-organizer, the GTF actively collaborated with the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of India) for organizing
the Third Ministerial Conference on Tiger at New Delhi in the second week of April, 2016. 

In collaboration with Thailand Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
(DNP), and WWF-Tigers Alive Initiative, the first Global Consultation Meeting on
“Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards” (CA|TS)wasconvened at Bangkok during November
2015,involving 73 participants from 18 countries, including representatives (government and
NGO) from 11 tiger range countries, eight NGOs, GTF, UNDP and IUCN. Two key
questions were deliberated upon: 

o How CA|TS could improve tiger management in protected areas and other areas significant
for tigers?
o How involvement of government institutions, non-governmental organisations and others in
CA|TS could be encouraged and coordinated to sustain and maximise the impact? 
A number of useful suggestions emerged out of the above deliberations for strengthening the
CA|TS programme.

The Global Tiger Forum participated in an Executive Level Meeting on Tiger Crime organized
by the INTERPOL at Singapore in November 2015. Several TRCs (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam), CITES, GTIC and NGOs
participated in the same.

An International workshop on “Reintroduction of Tiger” was organized at Kanha and Panna
Tiger Reserves (9- 14December, 2015). This was a collaborative initiative with World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF), Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) and the state of Madhya Pradesh
(India). The major objectiveof this workshop was to provide an exposure on tiger re-
introduction and prey supplementation to TRCs (Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand and India) for
planning such actions in the near future.

Dr. RAJESH GOPAL
Secretary General 
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON REINTRODUCTION —
BASED RECOVERY OF TIGER, LESSONS AND FUTURE PLANS AT

KANHA & PANNA TIGER RESERVES, MADHYA PRADESH, 
INDIA ON DECEMBER 9-14, 2015.
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1ST TRAINING TRAINING WORKSHOP ON CONSERVATION 
ASSURED TIGER STANDARDS (CA|TS) IMPLEMENTATION

UTTARAKHAND — KOTDWAR
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NNEEWWSS FFRROOMM  TTIIGGEERR  RRAANNGGEE  CCOOUUNNTTRRIIEESS

BBAANNGGLLAADDEESSHH

Wildlife trafficking sees
sharp rise in Bangladesh
October 06, 2015, The
Daily Star

A growing number of seizure of
wild animals and birds over the last
five years shows that poachers and
smugglers are using Bangladesh as a
route for wildlife trafficking.

The Department of Forest
(DoF) and law enforcement
agencies recovered 21,506 live wild
birds and animals, including tiger
and bear cubs, during the period.

A variety of animal body parts
— from tiger skins and bones to
tusks of African elephants — are
also on the seizure list.

“Bangladesh is indeed being
used as a route for wildlife
trafficking,” Madinul Ahsan,
assistant conservator of forest at
Wildlife Crime Control Unit
(WCCU), told The Daily Star
yesterday.

According to wildlife officials,
traffickers are active in smuggling
out tiger skins and bones through
Bangladesh, as those have huge
demands on the global market,
especially in China.

Some of the seized wild animals
and birds were meant for local
trade, while the others were for
trafficking to different countries,
mainly in Southeast Asia.

Wildlife traffickers are illegally

bringing wild birds and animals
mainly from India to smuggle those
out via Shahjalal International
Airport in the capital, the officials
said.

Smugglers prefer Shahjalal
airport because of lax monitoring,
and the fact that they can bribe a
section of corrupt officials to allow
them to run the illegal trade, they
added.

Contacted, Tapan Kumar Dey,
conservator of forest (wildlife), said,
“Our officials are trying their best.
But we need more support, and
need to train our law enforcers and
airport officials if we want to stop
it.”

About wildlife trafficking via

Skins of tigers and spotted deer that the Department of Forest seized at different times from across the country
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Shahjalal airport, he said, “If tiger
skins are smuggled in luggage, it is
difficult for scanners to detect
those.”

He said wildlife trafficking poses
serious threats to the survival of rare
and endangered animals such as
Bengal tigers in the Sundarbans.

In the last five years, the DoF
and law enforcers recovered three
tiger cubs, 12 tiger skins, and teeth
and bones.

“Seizure of tiger bones is new in
Bangladesh. We are not sure how
the traffickers are sending those
abroad. But I think they are
trafficking those in luggage,” said
Md Abu NaserMohsin, assistant
conservator of forest.

He said tiger bones are not used
in Bangladesh. “We believe China is
the destination of tiger bones since
Chinese people use those to make
medicine.”

In a joint drive of the Criminal
Investigation Department and the
DoF on September 6, two tiger
skins were seized from a shop
named Leather Boutique in the
capital’s Gulshan area. The shop
openly sold products made of skins
of tiger, deer and snakes.

In August, law enforcers seized
three tiger skins and bones in
Satkhira. In the last five years, forest
officials and law enforcers arrested
385 traders and smugglers, and filed

234 cases in connection with illegal
wildlife trade.

Asked why smugglers chose
Southeast Asian countries as
destinations, Tapan said they would
try to smuggle goods to places
where prices are high.

Referring to an Interpol
estimate, he said, illegal wildlife
trade worldwide now accounts for
around $10-20 billion a year.

Bangladesh finds 106 tigers
in Sundarbans, India 76 
04 Oct., 2015, Dhaka
Tribune

The Forest Department has
officially announced that the
number of the country’s iconic
Royal Bengal Tiger is 106 in
Bangladesh territory of the
Sundarbans, as per the Tiger Census
of 2015.

According to the Indian
findings, there are 76 tigers in the
Sundarbans of India that made the
total number of tigers 182 in the
largest mangrove forest in the
world, shared 60% by Bangladesh
and 40% by India.

Bangladesh Sundarbans has tiger
occupancy of 4832 square
kilometers and estimated
population of 83 to 130 tigers with
a midpoint of 106.

Though the tiger population
estimate is much lower than
previously believed, it still forms
one of the top five largest tiger
populations in the world, the Tiger
Status Report 2015, prepared by the
Forest Department with support of
the World Bank, said.

This was revealed at a national
workshop titled “Monitoring Tigers
prey and their habitats in the
Sundarbans” at the Forest
Department at Agargaon in the
capital on Sunday.

Environment and Forest
Minister Anwar Hossain Manju
revealed the tiger report as the chief
guest while environment and forest
secretary Dr Kamal Uddin Ahmed
spoke as the special guest and Chief
Conservator of Forest (CCF)
MdYunus Ali was in the chair.

This is the first time the tiger
counting was conducted through
best modern camera trapping
technology using GPS. The last
tiger census was conducting in 2004
using tiger pugmark that found 440
tigers in Bangladesh Sundabans and
350 in India. “As this time we have
used the best modern technology,
we can claim this is the correct
number of tigers. The 2004 result
of 440 tigers may be overestimated
due to using only pugmark of
tigers,” wildlife conservator Tapan
Kumar Dey told BSS.

Routes of wildlife trafficking



The survey was conducted
between 2014 to early 2015
involving 7500 staff from the forest
department and others by dividing
the Sundarbans in three blocks -
Sharankhola range, Satkhira range
and Khulna Range.

Scientist of Wildlife Institute of
India Dr Y V Jhala told BSS they
have conducted same kind of survey
in India at the same time and found
the range of tigers 67 to 98 in the
territory of Sundarbans.

During inauguration of the
workshop, the minister alleged that

a local influential group backed by
political quarters has been involved
in wildlife poaching of the
Sundarbans. “It’s not easy every
time to check poaching and illegal
wildlife trade due to their strong
network,” he said.

The minister urged for creating
strong political determination to
protect the tigers and their habitat.

The minister also raised the
issue of not getting enough funding
to protect wildlife. “It’s difficult to
get even Tk 100 allocation for
wildlife preservation.” he said.

The secretary said: “The
number of tigers we got from the
census it is the reality. Now we have
to take initiative to increase the
number of tigers.”

The CCF said adverse effect of
climate change and industrialization
near the Sundarbans are big threats
to protect the tigers.

Alleging that there is lack of
coordination among the law
enforcement agencies to curb
poaching and illegal wildlife trade,
he suggested giving special training
to police force in this regards.
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BBHHUUTTAANN

Bhutan tiger population
higher than previously
thought, survey reveals
Wednesday 29 July 2015
10.50 BST

Bhutan is home to more than 100
tigers, a rise of more than a third on
the previous population estimate, a
survey has revealed.

The first national tiger survey in
the tiny Himalayan country,
conducted entirely by Bhutanese
nationals, has found there are 103
tigers, up from the previous
estimate of 75.

But while conservationists
welcomed the news from Bhutan’s
first nationwide tiger survey, they
warned the big cat was facing a

crisis in south-east Asia where some
countries are failing to assess
populations.

DechenDorji, WWF Bhutan
country representative, said: “The
roaring success of Bhutan’s first ever
nationwide survey gives us a rare
look into the lives of the
magnificent tigers roaming across
the entire country.
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“This is an incredible
achievement with great teamwork
and leadership from the Royal
Government of Bhutan.”

The news, on Global Tiger Day,
comes after Bangladesh announced
the results from its first national
tiger survey which revealed there
were 106 wild tigers in the country,
a lower figure than the previous
estimate.

But WWF said the previous
figure was based on less reliable
methodology than the new
systematic survey which included
the use of camera traps, and could
have led to overestimates for the
number of tigers in Bangladesh.

Experts from Malaysia have
suggested that tiger numbers in the
country have as much as halved
from the previous estimate of 500
in 2010 to as few as 250, and the
government has announced its
intention to conduct its first
national tiger survey.

But tiger numbers are unknown
in Indonesia, Thailand and Burma,
and there are thought to be no
breeding populations in Cambodia,
Vietnam and Laos, WWF said.

Mike Baltzer, WWF Tigers
Alive initiative leader said: “There is
a tiger crisis in south-east Asia.”

“Countries are not counting
their tigers and are at risk of losing

them if immediate action isn’t
taken. Political support is weaker
and resources are fewer, while
poaching and habitat loss are at
critical levels.”

Four accused of killing tiger
in custody
SurjamanThapa, Trongsa,
Nov 19 2015

Three suspects aged between 20-50
were arrested on October 22 while
trying to smuggle tiger skin near Ta

Dzong in Trongsa. The fourth
suspect was arrested the next day.

The forestry report says the tiger
was killed using a trap at Thangyul
Village under Nubi Gewog.

According to the Forest and
Nature Conservation Rules of
Bhutan, 2006, tiger falls under
protected animal in the country.

The Act says anyone found
killing and smuggling the parts of
animal will be fined up to Nu 1 M.

The forestry officials are still
looking for some more suspects
involved.

A tiger skin, measuring approximately 1.5 metre in length, was also seized

Plan to reintroduce tigers
moves forward
Wed, 16 December 2015,
Phnom Penh Post

JAMIE ELLIOTT
The return of tigers to the
Cambodian wild edged a little
closer this week, as the wildlife
charity spearheading the project

sent a representative to India to see
how numbers were boosted there
and to discuss bringing big cats
from the subcontinent to the
Kingdom.

The WWF’s head of species
conservation in Cambodia, Tom
Gray, took part in a two-day study
tour of the Panna tiger reserve in
Madhya Pradesh state, where tigers

that had died out in the area by
2008, have been successfully
reintroduced.

“We will be speaking to people
at India’s National Tiger
Conservation Authority, and we
may even take tigers from India to
reintroduce to Cambodia,” Gray,
who returns to Phnom Penh today,
told the Times of India.

CCAAMMBBOODDIIAA
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Tigers are effectively extinct in
Cambodia. The last example of the
species was spotted in 2007, when a
hidden camera trap was triggered by
a specimen in a Mondulkiri forest.

A detailed two-year plan for
reintroduction of the beasts to
Mondulkiri was submitted in
January to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
by officials from the ministry’s
wildlife and biodiversity
department, with technical support
from WWF.

A WWF spokesman said
yesterday that he was confident the
return of the animals to an area
where they were once numerous
was imminent.

“The government is in the final

stage in signing off the Cambodian
tiger action plan,” he said. “WWF
Cambodia will play a role in
providing technical support to the
government to implement the
plan.”

However, ChhengKimsum,
director of the Forestry
Administration, the government
department most involved in the
tiger reintroduction plans, was far
more circumspect.

“We need to look deeply into
this issue, because there is a risk
that the tigers might not be able to
survive because of the geography of
the area,” he said.

“The risk to people is another
challenge, and we have to study
more closely who will be

responsible if the tigers bother
locals, or if poachers take the
tigers.”

Kimsum added that the timing
of any decision to reintroduce the
animals would depend on the
outcome of an ongoing study the
government was carrying out with
WWF.

The risk to tigers from people is
far greater than the other way
around, according to Simon
Mahood, technical adviser at
Wildlife Conservation Society,
Cambodia.

“A dead tiger is worth a huge
amount on the black market,” he
said. “That’s why tigers disappeared
from Cambodia.”

Beijing Forest Police smash
major wildlife trafficking
ring
Beijing, China,12th October
2015

Beijing Forest Police today
announced the arrest of 16 suspects
in a major wildlife trafficking case
code-named “May 21”, which led
to the confiscation of wildlife
products including 804.4 kg ivory,
11.3 kg rhino horn and 35 bear
paws. 

Beijing Forest Police told a press
conference the seizure was the
biggest ever in terms of the scale of
the smuggling operations behind it.
Police said the total value of the
haul was in the region of RMB24
million (almost USD4 million). 

The criminal gang behind the
trafficking were said to possess their
own processing factory, warehouses

and vehicles for transportation. The
three month operation uncovered a
trafficking ring that led from Japan
through Hong Kong to mainland
China, where the gang was said to
operate across a network that
ranged from Guangdong to
Shandong and Beijing, using
antique shops as cover for their
operations and using online illegal
trading and couriers for their
distribution. 

“TRAFFIC applauds the Beijing
Forest Police for this successful
operation, which has helped
dismantle an entire smuggling ring
and the infrastructure that goes
with it,” said Zhou Fei, Head of
TRAFFIC’s China Programme. 

The Beijing Forest Police
announcement came just days after
China and the United States made
a joint political commitment “to
take significant and timely steps to

halt the domestic commercial trade
of ivory” during the recent visit by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to the
US. In July, the United Nations
passed a General Assembly
Resolution on Tackling the Illicit
Trafficking in Wildlife. 

“The Beijing Forest Police
operation is a clear demonstration
of the Chinese Government’s
commitment to crack down on
illegal wildlife trade and support
international efforts to protect
endangered species. As a Chinese
proverb aptly says: ‘Action is far
more powerful than words’,” said
Zhou Fei. 

It is possible all the wildlife
products in the case originated in
Japan, where the popularity of
legally owned items such as ivory
and rhino horns from the 1980s
and earlier has plummeted and
people have been selling family

CCHHIINNAA  
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heirlooms and other goods into the
marketplace.

According to information
released at the press conference,
since 2013, Beijing Forest Police has
cracked 222 cases involving illegal
wildlife trade and arrested 108
suspects. 1321 wildlife products
worth around USD7 million,
including 1527 kg of ivory have
been confiscated. The latter figure
includes the 804.4 kg seized from
the smuggling ring. 

Beijing Forest Police have
reminded members of the public
not to consume illegal and
endangered wildlife products and to
report any suspicious activity to the
police or forest police. They also
confirmed their commitment to
monitoring online and physical
markets for illegal wildlife sales and
to preventing poaching and illegal
exploitation of wildlife. 

NE China forest district gets
first photos of Siberian tiger
(ejilin.gov.cn ) 2015-12-21

The Tianqiaolin forest district in
Yanbian near Changbai Mountains
in Jilin province has always been a
likely place for Siberian tigers and
over the last few years has spotted
footprints several times but has
never actually seen a tiger, but now,
the forestry bureau reports, it has
photographed a Siberian tiger in the
wild for the first time, on Dec 14.

The tigers came to the bureau’s
attention when they received a call
from two forest stations in the area,
on Dec 13, who reported seeing
some footprints of what could be

tigers and sent some people to
investigate and get photos of the
animal.

The bureau head, Cao Yongfu,
says that they have made every
effort in ecological and

environmental protection and the
existence of wild animals, such as
the tigers, provides evidence that
their efforts have paid off and will
help the district apply for national
conservation area status.

(Top) Footprint of Siberian tiger in Tianqiaolin forest district. 
(Bottom) Siberian tiger in Tianqiaolin forest district caught on film
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THE BEIJING FOREST POLICE OPERATION IS A CLEAR
DDEEMMOONNSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCHHIINNEESSEE  GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT’’SS  CCOOMMMMIITTMMEENNTT

TO CRACK DOWN ON ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE AND SUPPORT
IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  EEFFFFOORRTTSS  TTOO  PPRROOTTEECCTT  EENNDDAANNGGEERREEDD  SSPPEECCIIEESS..  

AASS  A CHINESE PROVERB APTLY SAYS: ‘ACTION IS FAR MORE
POWERFUL TTHHAANN  WWOORRDDSS’’,,”” — ZHOU FEI
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Tiger is ambassador of
India’s conservation efforts:
Experts
PTI | Jul 29, 2015, 08.00
PM IST

KOLKATA: On the occasion of
Global Tiger Day today, wildlife
experts said the majestic big cat
emerged as the ambassador of
India’s conservation efforts.

“Tiger symbolises our overall
conservation efforts. It is a vehicle
and an ambassador of how we can
take care of the conservation of our
forests,” Sundarban Biosphere
Reserve director Pradeep Vyas said
at a discussion here to mark the
Global Tiger Day.

In the fierce war between
development and conservation if
tigers or any other animal species is
lost then no amount of money can
bring it back, the tiger expert said.

According to the latest census,
the number of tigers in India has
increased by 30 per cent since 2010
to 2,226 in 2014.

Corbett Tiger Reserve’s director

Samir Sinha said, “A number of
rivers pass through these tiger
reserves. As a result they are the
symbols of our food security. If the
tiger reserves are lost, we will also
lose our rivers and their catchment
areas. We will then become poorer,”
he said.

To raise awareness on tiger
conservation, a day-long
programme was organised at the
Indian Museum. Organised in
collaboration with Society for
Heritage & Ecological Researches
(SHER), students made clay models
of tiger while a team of folk dancers
from Odisha presented their
traditional ‘BaghNritya’ (Tiger
Dance).

The museum has also put up an
exhibition on tiger. ParbatiBarua,
honorary chief wildlife warden of
Assam, said humans have the
responsibility to ensure that wildlife
can co-exist peacefully.

Actor and wildlife photographer
SabyasachiChakrabarty said he
believes that all animals are also a
part of the society we live in.

“Saving the tiger is more
important than voting. No political
party asks us to kill tiger but saving
the tiger is not a priority for
anyone,” he said.

Tiger panel asks for free run
in reserve core areas
Bhadra Sinha, Hindustan
Times, New Delhi, Updated:
Nov 23, 2015 13:20 IST

The government wants the
Supreme Court to exempt it from
taking permission every time a
process is initiated to relocate
villagers living inside core tiger
habitats and wildlife sanctuaries to
forest fringes or outside buffer
zones.

Given the pressure on land
reserved for wildlife because of
illegal human encroachment, the
top court monitors relocation of
villages tucked inside sanctuaries.
The displaced people are often
rehabilitated on satellite areas
bordering the main forest zone. The
status of these redeveloped areas
thereby changes from forest to non-
forest. The National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)
has asked the court to relax the
norm of taking its approval every
time it proposes to change the land-
use pattern in a particular area,
saying the process is way too
lengthy. Every proposal is screened
by the court-appointed centrally
empowered committee (CEC)
before the nod is given.

An exemption will provide
states power to change the land-use
pattern from forest to revenue and
help develop the area for relocation
of people from deep inside forests.

IINNDDIIAA



Since villagers living in core
areas resist eviction, the NTCA says
authorities should be allowed to
undertake development work in the
relocated villages without
approaching the top court or CEC.

“...the deprivation of
development benefits to tribals shall
only be counter-productive to
forest, wildlife and tiger
conservation as it shall generate a
lot of angst and disillusionment and
prevent people from opting from
relocation,” reads the NTCA
application.

The plea is significant because
more than 45,000 families live in
core areas of tiger habitats spread
across the country and only 169 of
751 identified villages have been
relocated since 2000. This excludes
those living in wildlife sanctuaries
and national parks.

The government is under
pressure to relocate these villages,
some of which have been there for
centuries, following reports of
growing human-animal conflict.
Also, there are reports of poachers
hiding in the settlements and
villagers harming big cats as well.

The friction was best

highlighted when villagers inside
Sariska tiger reserve poisoned ST1,
a male tiger, in November 2010 for
killing livestock. ST1 was brought
from Ranthambore in the world’s
first tiger translocation programme
launched in 2008 after big cats were
wiped out of Sariska.

If the top court agrees to the
NTCA’s application, this will mean
amending its 15-year-old order that
prohibits states from making any
changes in the land-use in and
around tiger habitats. The order, it
is believed, not only slowed the
relocation process but also
precluded the possibility of
villagers, who are by and large
tribals, from becoming absolute
owners. In 2008, the court
permitted a change in the legal
status of forest land to rehabilitate
three villages in Maharashtra’s
Andheri wildlife sanctuary.

Based on that order, the
environment and forest ministry
approved in 2009 a proposal to
change the status of forest land used
for relocation and rehabilitation of
villagers. But the court order
prevented states from moving
ahead.

India prepares to shrink
Panna success, others hope
to replicate it to revive tigers
Written by Vivek Deshpande,
Nagpur, Published:
December 29, 2015 1:11 am

India has offered to help Cambodia,
Myanmar and Thailand to re-
introduce tigers in their forests and
promised to translocate its own
tigers into select sites in those
countries. This, even as its own
brilliant tiger recovery project
prepares to drown in the river-
linking programme.

A special workshop was
organised in Kanha and Panna tiger
reserves of Madhya Pradesh between
December 9 and 14 by Global Tiger
Forum (GTF), Wildlife and
Conservation Trust (WCT) and
World Wildlife Fund (WWF).
Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
and Madhya Pradesh Forest Depart-
ment also participated. It was
attended by top forest officials, GTF
Secretary General Rajesh Gopal, and
other senior officials and experts.

KryMasphal, Forestry
Administration, Minister of
Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries,
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The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has asked the court to relax the norm of taking its approval every time
it proposes to change the land-use pattern in a particular area, saying the process is way too lengthy

PH
O

T
O

: H
T

 F
IL

E



GTFNEWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

18 December 2015

Cambodia, Ye Htut, Director,
Zoological Gardens Division, Forest
Department, Myanmar and
KanchitSrinopawan. Forest Techni-
cal Officer, Wildlife Conservation
Office, Department of National
Parks, Wildlife & Plant Conser-
vation, Thailand were also present.

The three countries have had a
history of tiger existence before the
species went extinct due to various
reasons. They are again keen on re-
introducing the big cat in areas
such as Mondulkuri (Cambodia),
DTL (Myanmar) and Kuiburi
(Thailand). The idea to re-
introduce tigers is sought to be
extended to India’s own Rajaji,
Achanakmar and Buxa reserves.

“If tigers roam again across
many countries where they have
gone extinct, it must be welcomed.
But, isn’t it ironical that we are
planning to allow over 40 sq km of
Panna Tiger Reserve (PTR) in the
Ken-Betwa river linking project,”
said a senior wildlife activist on
condition of anonymity.

“Also, it is good for these
countries to rethink in terms of
having tigers back in their forests
but is their history of tiger
decimation being seriously referred
before any promise could be made
to them?” he asked.

A senior conservationist, who
participated in the workshop as a
stakeholder said, “The prospect of
PTR’s core area sits in sharp
contrast with our position as a
serious global leader in tiger
conservation and expertise in re-
introducing the wild cat. But that’s
another story. The workshop was to
discuss the possibility and enabling
mechanisms to help these countries
recover their lost tiger glory.”

Anish Andheria, CEO, WCT, is
upbeat. “India is a global leader in
tiger conservation and not only has
it protected this species, but also
successfully restocked habitats such
as Panna and Sariska Tiger Reserves
that had lost all its tigers. I am glad
that India’s rich conservation
experience is going to guide tiger

ranges in other countries in
bringing back tigers from the brink
of extinction,” he said.

Explaining the project, Qamar
Qureshi of WII, said, “Tigers either
vanished or dwindled from many
TRCs. The idea is to repopulate
these with genetically similar species
from countries like India or Russia.
Many tiger areas in India like
Chandrapur, Kaziranga, Corbett
and Kanha are getting saturated. So,
the question is, where will
dispersing population go? We can
shift these tigers to other TRCs and
even our own reserves where there
are no tigers.”

As regards tigerless TRCs’ track
record, Qureshi said, “Tigers will
not be re-introduced before these
countries successfully carry out
certain things in the checklist like
habitat development, trained man-
power, sufficient prey base, etc. And
there is no hurry. It will be a long
term project and may take 5-8 years
in the TRCs only after all expected
parameters are put in place.”

IINNDDOONNEESSIIAA

Indonesia arrests four men
for allegedly killing
Sumatran tiger and trying to
sell its body parts
Published Aug 10, 2015,
The Strait Times

BANDA ACEH, INDONESIA
(AFP) - The Indonesian police have
arrested four men for allegedly
killing a Sumatran tiger and trying
to sell its body parts, an official said
on Monday, the latest case of the
critically endangered animals being

targeted. Acting on a tip-off, a
group of police officers posing as
potential buyers arrested the men
on Saturday as they allegedly
attempted to sell the tiger’s skin,
bones and teeth.

Poachers frequently hunt the
tigers, which are native to vast,
biodiverse Sumatra island in
western Indonesia, as their body
parts are used in traditional Chinese
medicine and fetch high prices.

The men were detained in
JambeRambung village in Aceh

province, on the northern tip of
Sumatra, local police official
Mirwazi, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name, told
AFP. The group, who caught the
young male tiger in another part of
the province, could face up to five
years in jail and a fine of 100
million rupiah (S$10,000) each, he
said. One of the suspects admitted
to having killed another Sumatran
tiger and selling its body parts three
years ago, according to the
policeman.
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Posters and signboard
warnings for poachers
Agence France-Presse
Thursday 19 March 2015
05.26

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 16th
October 2015 – Poachers and
wildlife traders should consider
themselves warned and under watch
thanks to new signboards for the
public and posters for frontline
enforcement officers in northern
Peninsular Malaysia.

TRAFFIC has designed posters
depicting commonly hunted and
traded species for Anti-Smuggling
Unit posts along the Malaysia-

MMAALLAAYYSSIIAA  

Posters provide a handy reference for Anti-Smuggling Unit officers along the
Malaysian border with Thailand ©
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Thailand border, a hotspot for
illegal cross border wildlife trade. 

The posters, which serve as a
quick reference to illegal hunting
and trade offences under the
Wildlife Conservation Act 2010
and International Trade in
Endangered Species Act 2008 were
also distributed to the Unit’s offices
nationwide.

Featuring photos of live animals
as well as their parts and products
that are frequently traded, the
posters were developed following
recommendations from officers who
attended a TRAFFIC-led workshop
in 2013.

The posters were designed with
the support of the Royal Malaysian
Police, Wildlife and National Parks
Department and WWF-Malaysia.
Production and distribution costs
were generously funded by WWF-
Malaysia and The Body Shop.

The Anti-Smuggling Unit is an
agency under Malaysia’s Home
Ministry and comprises officers
from the Police, Customs and
Immigration Departments. The
Unit aids in the detection and
interdiction of all smuggling cases
along the 640 km long land border

between Peninsular Malaysia and
Thailand, including wildlife
smuggling.

Just last week, officers
confiscated 63 pangolins from
traffickers in Malaysia. Over the
years, their notable wildlife seizures
include five Tiger skins in northern
Peninsular Malaysia in 2012. The
Unit has also joined other
enforcement agencies and nabbed at
least 12 agarwood poachers and
seized more than 4 tonnes of the
fragrant wood since 2011. Much of
the seized agarwood is reported to
have been harvested illegally from
protected areas in the Belum-
Temengor Forest Complex. 

The 300,000 hectare Belum-
Temengor Forest Complex is one of
the most significant Tiger habitats
remaining in Southeast Asia,
although the animals are under
severe threat from poaching and
trafficking. 

To encourage communities in
areas surrounding the Complex to
participate in fighting wildlife
crime, TRAFFIC has put up
signboards in the town of
Pengkalan Hulu, with more to
follow in Gerik. 

The signboards encourage the
public not to engage in illegal
wildlife trade but instead report it
to the authorities via the MYCAT*
Wildlife Crime Hotline number.
They are part of a collaboration
between TRAFFIC and WWF-
Malaysia, the local governments of
Gerik and Pengkalan Hulu, several
enforcement agencies and are
funded by Maybank Foundation
and WWF-Malaysia. 

Large haul of “Tiger” and
other wildlife parts in
Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
September 2015 – Authorities in
Malaysia have busted a syndicate
that claimed to be selling tiger and
other wildlife parts and arrested
three Indian nationals.

Last week, authorities seized five
skins, 471 claws, 25 canines, 309
fragments of skin and 17 paws, all
claimed by the syndicate to be tiger
parts. The Department of Wildlife
and National Parks’ (Perhilitan)
Wildlife Crime Unit also found
dozens of unidentified wildlife skin,
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22 parts of various other animals as
well as 120 and 242 bangles said to
contain elephant hair. All items will
be subjected to DNA forensics
testing.

Two men and a woman from
India have been remanded for four
days and are being investigated
under Section 68 and 87 of the
Wildlife Conservation Act 2010
which relate to possession and
claims to contain totally protected
species.

Following a tip off, the
Department of Wildlife and
National Parks’ (Perhilitan) Wildlife
Crime Unit investigated the
suspects and organized a bust. The
traders and suppliers of the gang
were arrested on 26th August in the
heart of Kuala Lumpur. The
investigation and raid was part of
Perhilitan’s Ops GengRajja. 

Perhilitan Law Enforcement
Director Abdul KadirHashim told a
press conference initial
investigations also revealed that it
was not the trio’s first visit to
Malaysia. 

Abdul Kadir told press a similar
case was reported in June 2013 and
authorities were looking into
possible links between the
syndicates involved in both cases.
Authorities also believe that the
wildlife parts were sourced from
India, making this an international
operation.

He also said that the

Department would consider
alternative charges under the
International Trade in Endangered
Species Act 2008, if forensic results
point to non-native species.

“This case is a true reflection of

how law enforcement and
investigations can crack down on
trafficking,” said Kanitha
Krishnasamy, TRAFFIC
Programme Manager in Southeast
Asia.

“TRAFFIC particularly
welcomes the Department’s
achievement in helping shut down
this syndicate’s operations. Very
often items for sale purporting to be
Tiger parts are not genuine, but
regardless of their authenticity,
those purchasing such items help to
fuel the demand for endangered
species.”

Abdul Kadir said: “The fact that
groups like this keep substantial
stocks and operate in the open
means that people are buying tiger
parts despite knowing that it is
against the law. We urge the public
to stop creating the demand that
drives poaching and illegal trade.”



Tigers fight back, now more
than 4,000 in the wild
By Mizzima

Chris Slappendel, the founder of
the Tiger Trail Foundation,
announced today, 25 November,
that the number of tigers is on the
rise again. Following an evaluation
in all tiger range countries,
Slappendel concluded that the
number of tigers living in the wild
has exceeded the 4,000 mark, after
hitting rock bottom in 2010 with
3,200 tigers. 

While this 25 percent rise 
in tiger numbers makes the
situation seem like it’s improving,
there is still no reason for 
optimism.

“According to the latest count
numbers in the tiger range
countries, plus the corresponding
scientific calculations based on
those figures, we are in a position to

announce that the number of tigers
living in the wild has increased and
surpassed the 4,000 mark”,
Slappendel said.

Myanmar has the world’s largest
tiger reserve located in the

Hukawng Valley, near Tanai in
Myitkyina District of Kachin State.
However, according to a report by
the Wildlife Conservation Society
released in October 2010, only 50
tigers remained there.
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PHOTO COURTESY: DEEPAK SINGLA PHOTOGRAPHY

Key Conservation Targets of the Myanmar National Tiger Action Plan
o Suppressing all killing of tigers and the illegal trade in tiger products,
o Reducing killing of tiger prey species and associated trade,
o Improving forestry management to stop further loss of tiger habitat and to
restore degraded habitat,
o Improving forestry management to reduce intrusions of local people into
tiger habitat, and improve planning to avoid development in tiger critical areas,
o Establishing protected areas, ecological corridors and priority management
areas to protect wild tigers and their habitat,
o Improving international cooperation and establish cooperative management
of contiguous protected areas along borders to maintain connectivity of tiger
habitat across international boundaries,
o Monitoring the status of the tiger and prey population to assess the
effectiveness of conservation efforts,
o Improving public awareness of the importance of tiger conservation to
increase support from local people, and
o Defining roles and responsibilities of personnel responsible for tiger
conservation.
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Number of tigers on the rise
in Shuklaphanta
Published: July 30, 2015
1:17 pm The Himalayan
Times

KANCHANPUR: The number of
spotted tigers has been found to
have increased to 15 in the
Shuklaphanta Wildlife Reserve.

The spotted tiger in the list of
endangered species was limited to
around eight to twelve five years
ago. This year it was found that
they have increased to fifteen due to
check in poaching and good habitat
for them, says chief conservation
officer of the reserve Bed Kumar
Dhakal.

Furthermore, sufficient number
of deer, wild boar and blue cow that
are liked by the tigers is also
another reason for their rise in
number, adds Dhakal.

Tiger conservation efforts
continue at the reserve since 1974.
And the census of tigers is
continuous since 1999.

School for Nature
Conservation opens for first
time in Chitwan National
Park
Published: July 13, 2015
1:07 pm The Himalayan
Times 

CHITWAN: A first-of-its-kind
School for Nature Conservation has
been opened inside the Chitwan
National Park.

The Nepal Army opened the
school with the objective of helping
the preservation of plants and
wildlife inside the park.

The school would impart
training for the security personnel

to be deputed inside the national
park, said the Shree Jung Battalion
Chief Sanjay Deuja. The school
would formally begin from today.

Similarly, the national park
spokesperson Teeka Ram Poudel
said that the school is expected to
prove a milestone for the
preservation of wild animal and

flora and fauna. The park aims to
double the number of tigers by
2022.

The park is also expected to
double the number of rhino in the
next five years. It may be noted that
the national park marked zero
poaching year for three times in
previous years.
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Habitat chief conservation
challenge’
Pragati Shahi, Kathmandu

Jul 28, 2015: As the country
celebrates Global Tiger Day on
Wednesday, wildlife conservationists
have sought greater socio-political
commitment and enhanced habitat
to protect Nepal’s tiger population.

The last nationwide tiger count
in 2013 puts the number of the big
cats at 198, a remarkable
achievement from 121 in 2009, at a
time when the world witnesses stark
decline in overall wild tiger
populations due to increased
poaching, wildlife trade and habitat
destruction. Nepal’s success in
wildlife conservation in protected
areas and adjoining forests,
especially of the endangered tigers
and rhinos, has gained worldwide
recognition in the recent years.

However, if the Royal Bengal
Tigers are to continue to survive in
a healthy state, authorities need to
address the key concern of habitat.

“If we want our tigers to
continue to survive in the wild, it is
important to ensure adequate
habitat and prey for them,” said
Siddhartha BajraBajracharya,
project chief at the National Trust
for Nature Conservation. 

Local communities, especially
those close to the protected areas,
have been a key to success in the
overall conservation efforts, said
Bajracharya. He warned that
conservation efforts would suffer if
the livelihood and prosperity of
local communities was not
considered alongside the bid to
increase the tiger population within
the limited habitats.

“The coming years are crucial 
in tiger conservation. If we 
fail to come up with appropriate
measures to address the concerns 
of habitat management, 
minimising the chances of 
human intrusion and poaching, the
tigers will be under threat again,” 
he said.

For instance, the biggest

concern is for Chitwan National
Park, the protected area with 120
tigers. The park already faces
growing cases of wildlife coming
out of the jungle into the buffer-
zone and communities, attacking
and killing locals.

The rise in tiger numbers in
recent years has also made it
essential to address the challenges in
breeding, treatment and adequate
habitat management, while
poaching and wildlife trade
continue to be the major external
threats. Nepal aims to double the
tiger population by 2020 since the
2009 numbers. The ever-expanding
international black market of
wildlife parts threatens their
existence, said MaheshworDhakal,
spokesman for the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife
Reserves. “It’s difficult to report on
tiger poaching as none of the body
parts is left when it is killed, unlike
rhinos that are killed for horns,” he
said. “This makes tiger conservation
even more challenging.”

Siberian tiger cub from
Putin’s conservation program
shot ‘point blank’
Published time: 2 Aug, 2015
19:19Edited time: 3 Aug,
2015 08:02

A tiger cub, part of Russian
Vladimir President Putin’s wildlife
conservation program, has been
shot “point blank” in Russia’s Far
East.

The cub was discovered by a
group of bicycle tourists 8

kilometers from a village in the
southern part of KhabarovskyKrai.
The incident found its way into the
media only on Sunday. The tourists
assumed the animal was a cub
because of its small size: by its look,
only 1.2 meters long and weighing
some 50 kilograms. Typically
Siberian tigers weigh 160-270
kilograms and are 2-3 meters long.

The tiger had been killed
shortly before being found by the
tourists, as they said its body was
still warm. The witnesses believe it

was killed with case-shot, as it had
several gunshot wounds and its face
had been smashed.

The tourists were unable to
report the incident straight away as
they had no cell phones and hurried
to leave for fear the cub’s mother
might be nearby. When they
returned the next day they failed to
find the body - it had disappeared.

“The cub must have been
learning to hunt and jumped out
onto the road. People who saw it
must have been taken by surprise

RRUUSSSSIIAA  
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and fired shots,” Yevgeny, a witness,
told Kommersant daily. “We saw a
logging Kamaz [lorry] 3 kilometer
away and think the tiger was killed
by loggers because they were the
only people in the area. Although,
of course, it might have been killed
by poachers.”

Siberian tigers are very rare.
Their habitat lies in the border
region between Russia and China.
In the 1940s, there were only about
30-40 Siberian tigers left, but due
to the efforts of the state and
ecologists, their numbers have risen
to 500.

The Amur tigers conservation
program started in 2008 as an
initiative of Putin’s. The fund

targets poachers, and aims to
double the tiger population over the
next decade.

Siberian tigers facing
starvation due to nut
shortage - WWF
Published time: 12 Nov,
2015 21:02

A shortage of nuts in Russia’s Far
East this autumn spells bad news
for the region’s Siberian tiger
population. The World Wildlife
Fund say boar and deer, which the
big cats feed on, are starving due to
a lack of pine nuts and acorns.

“The World Wide Fund for

Nature (WWF) has launched a
fundraising drive to help to feed
these ungulate animals, as there has
been a pine nut and acorn failure in
the Far East’s taiga, which is their
main source of nutrition,” a
statement from the organization
read. Large mammals found in the
taiga include wild boars, deer and
Manchurian wapitis.

“If these ungulate animals don’t
get the necessary nutrition,
starvation will also threaten Siberian
tigers this winter,” the statement
continued. The WWF warns that
this could also threaten the local
human populations as the hungry
Siberian tigers could go into
inhabited areas in search of food.

© MATHIEU BELANGER / REUTERS



Wild boar, deer and other large
animals will need to be fed from
December until March or even
April this year to ensure they do not
starve. This process will cost around
two million rubles ($15,000).

“Drawing on our experience,
the best feed is hominy (a form of
dried maze). However, the animals
also eat other foods, such as
soybeans and oats. We are going to

buy 300 tons of food, which are
needed for about a quarter of the
hunting areas in the PrimorskyKrai.
This though, is not enough,” Pavel
Fomenko, the WWF’s Russia
program coordinator said.

The WWF points out that this
is not the first time the animals
have faced nutrition problems. Last
winter the taiga experienced
abnormal snowfalls, with snow up

to a meter deep. The large animals
got bogged down in the snow and
were unable to find things to eat.

The WWF put up a number of
feeding posts in the taiga, as well as
creating paths leading to them.

Siberian or Amur tigers are
extremely rare. Their habitat lies in
the border region between Russia
and China. In the 1940s, there were
only about 30-40 Siberian tigers left
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in the wild, but due to the efforts of
the state and ecologists, their
numbers have risen to 500.

The Amur tigers conservation
fund was created in 2013 as an
initiative of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. The fund targets
poachers, and aims to double the
tiger population over the next
decade.

Russian specialists ready to
assist North Korea count
Amur tigers
December 14, 2015
INTERFAX, RBTH

Russian scientists are ready to assist
North Korea assess the potential

presence of Amur tigers in the
country, director of the Amur Tiger
Center’sPrimorye branch Sergei
Aramilev said.

“The Russian Natural Resources
and Ecology Ministry and North
Korean representatives are holding
negotiations for the assistance of
Russian specialists in the assessment
of the tiger population in North
Korea,” Aramilev told reporters on
Dec. 14. “If there are [Amur 
tigers] there, we can help count
them.”

Aramilev said North Korea
could not work with the United
States in wildlife conservation since
Pyongyang had strained political
ties with Washington. “Besides,
North Korea is a rather isolated

country, and they cannot invite
scientists to study the [animal]
population. To our knowledge,
there are no local scientists studying
tigers,” he added.

The director of the Amur
branch of the World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) told reporters that
environmentalists had information
about a female tiger and two cubs
moving from Primorye towards
North Korea.

Russian scientists are also
working with their Chinese
counterparts in wildlife
conservation. Scientists in Primorye
and the Chinese province of
Heilongjiang were able to establish
that 80 Amur snow leopards live in
the bordering provinces.
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Bartek, a one-year-old male Amur tiger, looks out from an open-air cage at the RoyevRuchey zoo on the suburbs of Russia's
Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk

SOURCE: REUTERS / ILYA NAYMUSHIN



Two arrested with dead tiger
bound for restaurant
Bangkok PostThursday 12
November 2015, 12:49PM

TAK: Authorities today (Nov 12)
arrested two men transporting a
restaurant-bound mutilated tiger
carcass during a traffic stop in Tak
province near the Myanmar border 

Police and soldiers found the
butchered tiger and its internal
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Authorities check internal organs from a mutilated tiger after finding them in a
Nissan sedan in Mae Sot district, Tak, early Thursday
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organs in a Bangkok-registered
Nissan at a checkpoint on Tak-Mae
Sot Road in Mae Sot district.

The vehicle was travelling from
the border towards MuangTak
district when it was stopped in Ban
HuaiHinFon village in Mae Pa sub-
district of Mae Sot. The tiger body
was in a black bag and organs were
placed in Styrofoam boxes filled
with ice.

The two men were identified as
NiphonSuksombot, a native of
Bangkok’s Bang Kae district, and
LuethaiDiawcharoen whose address
was unknown. They said they were
hired to deliver the tiger to a
restaurant in Bangkok.

Authorities were trying to find
out where the protected animal was
killed because there are several
wildlife sanctuaries along the border
in Mae Ramat, Tha Song Yang and
Umphang districts of Tak.

Tiger population grows 50
per cent in Thai wildlife
sanctuaries
PUBLISHED: 10:41 AM,
AUGUST 3, 2015

BANGKOK - A recent increase in
the Indochinese tiger population
living in western Thailand’s
ThungYai-HuayKhaKhaeng wildlife
sanctuaries show the country is
making progress in protecting the
endangered species, says the
Department of National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation.

Dozens of tigers are now living
in forests nearby the Unesco World
Heritage-recognised sanctuaries in
UthaiThani, Tak and Kanchanaburi
provinces - places where there never
used to be tigers, according to Dr
SaksitSimcharoen, academic head of
the Wildlife Conservation Office’s
Regional 12 based in Nakhon
Sawan province.

Over the past decade, the
Indochinese tiger population in the
wildlife sanctuaries has increased 50
per cent, from an estimated 40
tigers in 2005 to 60 tigers this year,
says the department’s figures.

In Mae Wong National Park
alone, there are now 10 new tigers,
said Dr Saksit, adding that other
parks experiencing the relative boon
in tigers are Mae Wong National
Park in Nakhon Sawan province,
SalakPhra Wildlife Sanctuary and
KhueanSrinagarindra in
Kanchanaburi National Park and
ChaloemRattanakosin National
Park in Kanchanaburi province.

The total tiger population in
Thailand is between 189 to 252,
living in 10 forest complexes and 31
wildlife sanctuaries nationwide,
according to the department’s
figures.

Meanwhile, in the Greater
Mekong region, covering Thailand,
Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam,
only 350 tigers remain, and
worldwide there are as few as 3,200,
according to World Wildlife Fund
(WWF).

The rise in the tiger population
in Thailand shows the government
is delivering on a commitment
made at the Tiger World Summit in
2010 in St Petersburg Russia, to
increase the tiger population by half
by 2022.

“I am not fixated on the target
itself [to increase the population by
half ], because as long as there are
people working for tiger
preservation, there will be tigers in
the forest,” Dr Saksit said.

The department pledged on
National Tiger Conservation Day
last Wednesday (July 29) to
strengthen forest patrols to stop
animal poachers and work together
with local communities to preserve
and protect tiger habitats.

As part of a larger plan to
develop a tiger population database,
the department also plans to study
populations in the Dong Phayayen-
Khaoyai Forest Complex, home to
an estimated 30 wild tigers, and
considered Thailand’s second largest
home for the big cats.

In February, Thailand was voted
the fourth-best country worldwide
on tiger management at an
international symposium hosted by
the WWF titled “Towards Zero
Poaching in Asia”, and held in
Nepal.

“Without anyone to do the job
to protect the tigers, there would
not be any left,” Dr Saksit said.
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Tigers in Vietnam

There may be as few as 30-50 wild
tigers left in Vietnam, confined to
the evergreen forests of the
Northern Annamites and Central
Annamites. Almost three-quarters
of the tigers killed provide stock for
Chinese pharmacies. Tigers are seen
by poor natives as a resource
through which they can ease
poverty.

Today, as few as 350 endangered
Indochinese tigers prowl the forests
of Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand and Vietnam, down from

around 1,200 in 1998.
The majority of these tigers are

found in the Kayah Karen
Tenasserim forests on the
Myanmar-Thailand border, while
the Eastern Plains Landscape

(Cambodia) is considered one of
the highest potential areas in Asia
for tiger recovery.

Southern Laos and Central
Vietnam also have potential for
recovery of wild tiger populations.
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There are possibly as few as 30 wild tigers each in Vietnam and Laos.
They are confined to the evergreen forests of the Northern Annamites in
Laos and Vietnam, and the Dry Forests/Central Annamites landscape in
Southern Laos and Central Vietnam.

Dr. Roberton confirmed that according to a recent survey by
Education for Nature - Vietnam and the Environmental Police
department, Vietnam has 97 tigers in captivity, but numbers of tigers in
the wild, are thought to be anywhere between 20 and 100.



The 1st Conservation Assured |
Tiger Standards (CA|TS) Global
Consultation Meeting took place
inBangkok over three days in
November 2015,involving 73
participants from 18 countries,
including representatives
(government and NGO) from 11
tiger range countries, eight NGOs,
GTF, UNDP and IUCN. The
meeting was evenly split between
presentations and discussion. Eleven
presentations introduced the CA|TS
vision, standards and their
development, process and
governance; reported back on
implementation from Nepal and
Russia in protected areas and on-
going implementation in India; and
discussed partnerships with and
links between the Global Tiger
Forum, IUCN’sGreen List of
Protected Areas and the Zero
Poaching initiative. Working group

discussions, in plenary and in
smaller groups, looked at issues
related to development of CA|TS
and its integration with other
conservation initiatives. Delegates
addressed two key questions: How
can CA|TS improve tiger
management in protected areas and
other important areas for tigers? and
How do we encourage and
coordinate involvement in CA|TS
from government institutions, non-
governmental organisations and
others to sustain and maximise
impact? Most important of all was
the CA|TS Challenge where
delegates made a series of pledges,
commitments and ideas relating to
the future roll-out of CA|TS.. The
CA|TS team committed to follow
up and implement all commitments
made in the CA|TS Challenge,
within the framework of revised
work plans and action for 2016.

The Meeting was organised by the
Thailand Department of National
Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation (DNP), the Global
Tiger Forum (GTF) and WWF-
Tigers Alive Initiative. The meeting:
o Agreed that 150 of the world’s
most important sites for tigers
should be either fully CA|TS
o Approved or well on the path to
approval by 2022, as a core step in
delivering the St Petersburg
Declaration commitment to double
tiger populations in the wild by
2022 (Tx2)
o Welcomed pledges to help in
the implementation of CA|TS from
11 tiger range countries, seven non-
governmental organisations and the
GTF, United Nations Development
Programme and IUCN
o Heard that the GTF is ready to
play a key role in implementation
of CA|TS across the tiger range,
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including with capacity building
and coordination, recognising
CA|TS as an important tool for
supporting the St Petersburg
Declaration
o Agreed to work with the IUCN
Green List of Protected Areas
programme to ensure full
operational integration of the two
systems
o Received detailed briefings on
the development of the CA|TS
standards and their state of
application in Nepal, Russia, India
and other tiger range countries

The first global CA|TS
Approved site was Chitwan
National Park in Nepal which was

accredited in February 2015. Four
more sites are undergoing the
registration process in the country.
In Bhutan an MEE workshop was
organised for managers and staff of
five national parks in Punakha in
February 2015 as a first step
towards CA|TS. CA|TS is now
engaging with the government to
move towards CA|TS
implementation. A National
Committee has also been set up in
Bangladesh. In Indonesia a rapid
pilot CA|TS assessment was
conducted for Rimbang Baling WR.
India held its 1st CA|TS National
Committee meeting in September
2015; eight sites are now registered.

Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve in
Russia’s Far East became the second
site to receive CA|TS Approved
status. Russia is now planning to
roll CA|TS out at three further sites
over the next six months. Thailand
is keen to roll out CA|TS and take a
stepwise approach. Malaysia has
already run a workshop on CA|TS
and is keen to develop a CA|TS roll
out process. China has expressedan
interest in building tiger
conservation, including CA|TS. In
Cambodia huge investment is
planned in reintroducing tigers and
the aim is to use CA|TS to verify a
site’s readiness before the tigers
arrive.
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INTERPOL

Executive Level Meeting on Tiger Crime

Recognizing the need to reinforce
existing commitments and the
urgency to translate political will
into tactical enforcement action,
INTERPOL invited senior level
managers from key enforcement
agencies in range countries to come
together and discuss the challenges
faced and opportunities to address
tiger crime at the INTERPOL
Global Complex for Innovation in
Singapore on 14 November, 2015.

The primary objectives of this
meeting were to:
o Reinforce executive level
commitment; Institutionalize
enforcement responses;
o Stimulate strategic dialogue
between all key stakeholders;
Commit to law enforcement
collaboration.

The meeting was attended by
law enforcement officials from
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and
Vietnam.

Partner organizations that
attended the meeting were the
CITES Secretariat, the Global Tiger
Initiative Council, TRAFFIC,
Panthera, the Environmental
Investigation Agency (EIA), the
Wildlife Protection Society of India,
the Global Tiger Forum and
Freeland Foundation 

The participants worked in
groups to identify the commitments
required in 3 primary categories:

Strategic Commitments:
o Reaffirm commitment to
implement existing international
agreements;

o Strengthen commitment at the
senior management level to ensure
that officers on the ground have
support of their management and
the authorisation and/or resources
for tactical operations;
o Invest in awareness building and
advocacy strategies to educate not
only the public, nut also decision
makers about the severity of the
crime and its impacts;
o Strengthen wildlife legislation to
have a deterrent on wildlife
criminals;
o Explore bilateral/multi-lateral
agreements to enhance
collaboration;
o Hold an annual meeting of
executive level managers from tiger
range countries to review progress
and identify future directions.

Operational Commitments:
o Engage with all known source,
transit and demand countries to
eliminate the demand and supply
chain for tiger products;
o Work closely with regional and
international organisations to
ensure transnational cooperation
and collaboration on wildlife 
crime;
o Adopt a multi-agency approach
at the national level, bringing
together all enforcement agencies
that work on wildlife crime, such as
the INTERPOL NEST model
(National Environmental Security
Taskforce);
o Appoint one national level
Operational Manager in tiger range
countries to act as the liaison point
with the multi-agency body
(NEST) on all transnational cases
and investigations;

o Conduct regular social media
monitoring;
o Identify priority capacity
building needs;
o Facilitate information sharing
nationally and transnationally, as far
as possible, under national laws and
policies. Data sharing agreements
may be formalized where necessary;
o Prioritise information analysis
and the creation of a centralised
platform with information from all
range countries;
o Develop cross-border
enforcement strategies for protected
tiger habitats stretching across
international borders;
o Identify best practices that can
be shared during the annual
meeting of the executive level
managers from tiger range
countries.

Tactical Commitments:
o Regular communication and
real time information sharing
nationally and transnationally;
o Prioritize information analysis
and sharing intelligence to support
targeted operations;
o Joint investigations and
deployment of multi-agency
operational teams, when necessary;
o Use of modern technology to
assist enforcement authorities
undertaking surveillance,
interdiction, identification of
species and intelligence collection
and analysis;
o Build investigative and
analytical capacity, as well as
specialized skills in areas such as
financial or cyber investigations,
and controlled deliveries;
o Work closely with local

2015 December 33

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII GTFNEWS



GTFNEWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

34 December 2015

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (EIA)

communities to obtain intelligence
and develop and foster an
informant network;
o Investigate and prosecute
offenders for other related crimes
such as firearms offences,
corruption, money laundering,
violence and tax evasion.

Next Steps:
o INTERPOL will send a formal
request to share information on
tiger crime to all member countries
and partner organization;
o INTERPOL, with the support
of ICCWC and other partner
organizations will develop a list of
all existing international
commitments;
o INTERPOL, with the support
of ICCWC and other partner
organizations will develop a list of
all existing tools and services that

can be used by member countries to
enforce tiger crime laws;
o INTERPOL will organize a
number of follow-up tactical
regional investigative meetings in
range countries to identify
operational targets and plan
intelligence-led transnational
investigations of criminals and
syndicates;
o At the suggestion of range
countries, INTERPOL will
consider proposing a resolution in
the next INTERPOL General
Assembly to institutionalise training
in wildlife crime by incorporating it
in the curriculum in national police
training academies.

Tiger Range Countries:
o Share information with
INTERPOL and other range
countries on tiger crime;

o Participate in upcoming tactical
regional investigative meetings and
the intelligence-led transnational
investigations resulting from these
meetings;
o Appoint a national operational
manager who will act as the
primary liaison officer for the
country;
o Identify priority training needs;
o Request extension of access to
INTERPOL databases where
appropriate.

Partner Organizations:
o Sharing intelligence with
INTERPOL and tiger range
countries;
o Support target development and
analysis;
o Provide a list of training courses
that they can deliver, and in which
countries and languages

In July 2015 EIA marked
International Tiger Day and
published a web portal asking
"Where are the tigers?" highlighting
the threats to wild tigers in the
context of the continued and
growing issue of tiger "farming" in
Asia.

This web portal hosts several
resources and contains:
o A presentation to take the
viewer on a journey through 
threats to tigers and the tiger
farming issue
o An interactive map of seizures of
tiger facilities and planned tiger
facilities; mapped alongside seizures
of suspected captive source tigers,
alongside tiger facilities which have
been implicated in trade. The map
is based on openly available
information and is not an
exhaustive list of facilities with
captive tigers. Note that not all tiger

facilities are implicated in trade.
o A tiger farming timeline
o Infographics and a video.
The portal was accompanied by
suggested actions for members of
the public if they wish to highlight
the issue of tiger farming.

For further information see:
https://eia-international.org/where-

are-the-tigers

Continued trade in tigers and
other Asian big cats
EIA continues to monitor tiger and
Asian big cat crimes. The first
attachment is a list of incidents
related to tigers so far during 2015,
based on publicly available
information (confidential
information excluded).

India and other TRC's have been
building up camera trap images of
wild tigers enabling identification of
individuals using stripe pattern
profiles. India's dataset dates back to

2006, and the government has been
using specialised software to analyse
images of seized tiger skins and
determine if they are from known
individuals in the database. This has
helped identify tiger skins seized in
Nepal as being of Indian origin.
There have been at least 16 tiger
skins seized outside of India this
year. The second attachment
contains some examples of where
media have obtained images of those
skins from law enforcement
agencies. At the 65th  Meeting of
the CITES Standing Committee,
Parties agreed to share images of
seized tiger skins with Parties that
have stripe pattern profile databases
to assist in investigations to
determine the origin of skins. In the
spirit of cooperation, images of tiger
skins seized in the last nine years
should be urgently shared with India
and other TRCs with similar
databases.

International Tiger Day
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When Cecil the Lion was killed this
past summer, numerous airlines
including Emirates took a stand and
banned big-game trophies from
flights. The Dubai-based airline
now has taken that one step further,
showing its support for United for
Wildlife, a coalition of conservation
organizations, by painting decals of
endangered animals on two of its
jumbo jets.

The liveries of two A380s
feature animals threatened by
poaching, such as African elephants
and rhinos, and the airline is using

the planes to raise awareness about
the illegal wildlife trade and
promote protection efforts. As
Emirates president Sir Tim Clark
said in a press release:

“The world is in a global
poaching crisis, and everyone has to
do their part to stop this, before it
is too late. Emirates believes that
the global transport industry,
including airlines, can play a
significant role to break the supply
chain of illegal wildlife trade. And
at Emirates, we are committing the
resources to do our part.”

To further spread the message
against the illegal wildlife trade,
Emirates will publish regular feature
stories on the subject in its inflight
magazine, as well as add related
podcasts and films to its inflight
entertainment system. The airline
says it is also working to train its
staff about how to identify illegal
animal goods and what to do when
they encounter such products.

It took 28 people two-and-a-
half days to do the job on just one
A380. That’s about 900 hours of
work per plane.

EMIRATES DECORATE TWO JUMBO JETS IN 
SUPPORT OF UNITED FOR WILDLIFE
International Tiger Day

PHOTO COURTESY OF EMIRATES
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WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA (WTI)

Bandipur MVS Successfully
Handles First Tiger Conflict
Case

Bandipur Tiger Reserve, July 9,
2015: Wildlife Trust of India’s
Mobile Veterinary Service (MVS)
team at Bandipur Tiger Reserve
successfully tranquilised a tiger on
July 9, 2015, at HD Kote taluk of
Mysuru district, under the guidance
of Dr Nagaraj, Forest Department’s
veterinarian. The tiger was
frequently seen near human
habitation for the last one week and
had reportedly been feeding on
cattle. Despite several attempts by
the Forest Department, the tiger
could not be trapped or caught.

On July 9, villagers from
Telugumasahalli reported the
presence of a tiger in a field nearby,
and the MVS team, along with
Forest Department personnel,
rushed to the spot immediately. 

The Forest Department and
MVS personnel examined the area
and made a detailed plan of
approach. A hostile crowd of a 1000
people had already gathered and the
situation was tense. The tiger was
tracked to a remote location by the
Forest Department personnel under
the guidance of Nagaraj Bhat, Field
Officer, WTI. The animal was then
found to be hiding in a ravine with
lantana undergrowth.

After a drive was conducted by
the Forest Department, the tiger
moved along the ravine, where
WTI’s veterinarian, Dr Shantanu
Kalambi, darted the animal in the
thigh from a vantage point. The
tiger continued to crawl its way
through the lantana scrub until the
sedative in the dart started to take
effect. Finally, the tiger dozed off at
one end of the ravine but had to be
darted again. The animal was then
netted and carried away to a cage
that was brought in from Bandipur
National Park.

WTI &Aircel Invites Media
to Become Stakeholders in
Wildlife Conservation

Palai Kalan, LakhimpurKheri,
September 23, 2015: Wildlife Trust
of India in partnership with
AircelPvt. Ltd. organised a media
workshop on ‘Media for Wildlife
Conservation’ at Palia Kalan, near
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve in Uttar
Pradesh, on September 23. The
motive of the workshop was to
explain to media the adverse
impacts of negative and
sensationalised reporting on wildlife
related issues, especially human-
wildlife conflict situations.
Surrounded by human habitation,
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve has been a

hotspot of man-animal conflict
wherein humans and large
carnivores, especially tigers and
leopards, often come face to face
leading to negative interactions
between the two. Several humans
and wild animals have lost lives to
such incidents.

Considering the quantum of
conflict situations, media plays an
important role in disseminating
information about such incidents,
which are more often blown out of
proportion in this landscape. The
local media often labels tigers and
leopards venturing into human
habitats as man eaters which creates
panic amongst locals who then
demand that the animal either be
caught or shot dead. It was such
rampant negative reporting on
wildlife issues in the state that it led
WTI and AircelPvt. Ltd. to dwell
upon organising a workshop for
local media personnel wherein they
could be told about the nuances of
reporting during such situations,
and made aware of their critical role
as important stakeholders in wildlife
conservation

More than 17 journalists from
Delhi, Palia, LakhimpurKheri,
Katerniaghat, Pilibhit and
Shahjahanpur participated in the
workshop which was inaugurated by
Shri. P.P. Singh, Deputy Director,
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.
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The overarching goal of WCS-India
and CWS is to continually build
knowledge base required for 
effective conservation of tigers, their
co-predators, prey and habitat, in
India. Based on this foundation of
knowledge, both these non-
government organizations develop
and implement innovative models
of conservation in close
collaboration with Government of
India, several State Governments,
local partners and communities.

Tiger research and monitoring
The WCS-India, CWS and its
partners (together, the WCS India
Program) manage the world’s
longest-running tiger monitoring
project. Launched in 1990, the
project maintains a database of over
800 individual tigers and 1000
individual leopards in the Malenad
landscape of Karnataka. The project
is being expanded to include other
parts of the country, helping
monitor tiger and prey populations,
in several states. 

Monitoring tiger and their prey in
Western Ghats Landscape
WCS India Program continued the
long-term monitoring of tiger
populations and their prey in the
Malenad tiger landscape within the
state of Karnataka. From the last
season’s field survey data, 228
individual tigers were identified
from 1437 camera trap photos.
First season of camera trapping in
the contiguous wildlife sanctuaries
of Cauvery and Malai
Mahadeshwara Hills (MM Hills)
was conducted, and preparatory
work for camera trapping surveys in
Kudremukh National Park was
initiated. Nearly 45,000 kilometers
were traversed in all the sites and a
total of 17,069 trap nights of effort
was invested in monitoring tigers.
In the Kerala state portion of the
Malenad tiger landscape, tiger and
prey population monitoring

continued in the northern and
southern parts of Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary simultaneously with
Nagarahole and Bandipur
respectively, besides analyzing the
data from the previous season. We
are now analyzing data obtained
during the second statewide
occupancy survey for tigers,
leopards, dholes, and bears in the
Malenad landscape of Karnataka, to
assess changes in large carnivore
distribution patterns. Our
continuing collaboration with
statisticians from the Indian
Statistical Institute has helped us
progress significantly in our work
on estimating regional tiger
abundance by combining robust
estimates of landscape-scale tiger
occupancy probabilities with
estimates of abundance from
individual tiger reserves obtained
using powerful spatial capture-
recapture methods

Monitoring tiger and their prey in
the Eastern Ghats Landscape
WCS India Program continued the
expansion of tiger work in the
Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana states with local
partner HyTiCoS in collaboration
with the State Forest Departments.
Data obtained from camera
trapping conducted in the adjoining
forests of NagarjunasagarSrisailam
Tiger Reserve and Gundla
Brahmeshwaram Tiger Reserve was
analyzed. The line transect data
from surveys conducted in Kawal
Tiger Reserve in the state of
Telangana for monitoring tiger prey
was also analyzed. We are also
monitoring tiger movement
through a corridor between Kawal
Tiger Reserve and the Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve in the state
of Maharashtra. We have
documented photographic evidence
of tigers returning to Kawal Tiger
Reserve after nearly four years of
absence. 

The statewide occupancy survey
for tigers, leopards and dholes in
Andhra Pradesh was initiated with
over 80 grid cells sampled so far
with a walk effort of 2306 Km.
Technical inputs for mitigating
human-tiger conflicts and
monitoring dispersal, mortality 
and removals. The WCS India
Program team engaged with the
Karnataka and Kerala Forest
Departments to monitor human-
tiger conflicts and provided crucial
information on a real-time basis to
mitigate conflicts. 

The WCS India and CWS long-
term database of individual tigers
within the automated pattern
matching software enabled rapid
identification of the ‘problem’ tigers
involved with conflict events to
inform management action.
Assistance was also provided to the
Kerala forest department in
monitoring conflict situations by
deploying additional camera traps
near conflict locations (e.g., cattle
kill sites) to aid continuous
monitoring. The database was also
used to document tiger dispersal,
mortality and removal events.
During this period, six tiger
mortalities and eight tiger removals
in Karnataka and Kerala were
documented.

Conservation interventions
Facilitating voluntary resettlement 
The WCS India Program team
continued to assist Forest
Departments of Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana in their respective
voluntary resettlement projects. 

Support was provided to more
than 750 families from various
protected areas including Dandeli-
Anshi, Kudremukh, Wayanad,
Nagarahole, Bhadra, Mudumalai,
Nagarajunsagar-Srisailam and
Kawal including motivating families
to opt government sponsored
resettlement schemes. 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY - INDIA (WCS-INDIA) 
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Post-resettlement support
The WCS team continued to assist
hundreds of resettled households in
all these states to settle in their new
homes outside forests, by providing
crucial handholding support to
avail various social welfare schemes
offered by the government. 

Awareness generation 
The WCS India Program team and
partners organized a number of
nature awareness camps, reaching
out to students, teachers and
members of the public living
around forest areas across
Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and other states. In a
series of workshops, over 150 media
persons were sensitized to the
complexities of human-wildlife
interactions and the role of the
media in shaping human-wildlife
relationships.

Capacity building of frontline staff 
Multiple training workshops were
held to build capacity of Forest
Department staff. In Bangalore and
the Bhadra-Kudremukh landscape,
an 8-day workshop was held for 8
Indian Forest Service probationers
from the Indira Gandhi National
Forest Academy exposing them to
the science and on-ground realities
of conserving wildlife. Workshops
were conducted at the Telangana
Forest Academy for frontline Forest
Department staff, exposing them to
methods of monitoring and
managing tiger and prey
populations. A workshop was also
held for the staff of Kudremukh
NP.

Technical workshop for the
scientific community
WCS-India and CWS, in
collaboration with the National
Centre for Biological Sciences and
the Indian Statistical Institute,
conducted a workshop on
hierarchical models for ecological
data. The workshop was conducted
by Dr. Robert Dorazio from U.S.
Geological Survey, and was
attended by 18 wildlife scientists

and statisticians working
throughout the country.

Updates on scientific publications
Spatio-temporal patterns of
herbivore occurrence outside Tiger
Reserves New research on prey
species has assessed seasonal
distribution patterns of five wild
herbivores in human-use areas
adjoining 5 Tiger Reserves of
Karnataka. These findings will be
useful for managers to better plan
protection of these species as well as
prevention of conflicts, outside the
Tiger Reserves. The five target
species of this study included
elephants, and gaur, sambar, chital
and wild pig which form the
principal prey for tigers in this
landscape. The study surveyed
around 7500 sq km area, adjoining
Dandeli-Anshi (now Kali Tiger
Reserve), Bhadra,
BiligiriRangaswamy Temple,
Bandipur and Nagarahole Tiger
Reserves. To examine the patterns
of their occurrence, structured
interviews were conducted with
3860 local households in 1565
villages located within 10 km radius
of the Tiger Reserves. The study
further determined how
environmental and landscape
factors such as forest cover, water
availability, elevation, distance from
the Tiger Reserve and human
population densities influenced this
distribution, over space and across
seasons. “Securing wild species will
require understanding their
movement and distribution beyond
man-made boundaries, and plan
conservation measures accordingly,”
explained the sole author of the
study, Dr.Krithi K. Karanth,
Associate Conservation Scientist,
WCS. 

Tigers clawing back in Southeast
Asia
A team of Thai and international
scientists, including from WCS
India, revealed in a study that the
depleted tiger population in
Thailand is rebounding, thanks to
enhanced protection measures. The

study involved application of
advanced tiger population
monitoring methods developed by
the WCS in India, which have been
adopted by Government of
Thailand in collaboration with
WCS Thailand Program. This is the
first such study of tiger population
dynamics using advanced capture-
recapture models from South-East
Asia. The study shows that
Thailand Government’s
intensification of protection efforts
after 2005 are paying off - resulting
in the beginning of a recovery of
what we believe to be the largest
source population of tigers outside
of the Indian sub-continent.
Monitoring of the population from
2005-2012 identified 90 individual
tigers and an improvement in tiger
survival and recruitment over time.
“The protection effort is paying off
as the years have progressed, as
indicated by the increase in
recruitment, and we expect the tiger
population to increase even more
rapidly in the years to come,” said
SomphotDuangchantrasiri, the lead
author of the study. 

To monitor the tigers, the
scientists employed rigorous,
annually repeated camera trap
surveys combined with advanced
statistical models. “This
collaboration between WCS and
the Thai government used the most
up-to-date methodologies for
counting tigers. It is gratifying to
see such rigorous science being used
to inform critical conservation
management decisions.” said Dr.
UllasKaranth, a senior scientist with
WCS and one of the authors of the
study. 

How dispersing animals seek
mates can influence connectivity As
animals move across landscapes,
little is known about how they
integrate into new populations and
the status of post-dispersal
reproduction. Lack of attractiveness
to potential mates in dispersers can
reduce real landscape connectivity,
according to a new study published
by scientists Dr. Divya Vasudev of
WCS India and Prof. Robert
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Fletcher from University of 
Florida. Using individual-based
simulations, the authors
theoretically modeled mate choice
and dispersal in animals across
multiple generations. 

They showed that even when
animals could disperse freely
through contiguous habitats, mate
choice alone could lead to isolated
populations if females avoided
mating with dispersers. Thus mate
choice issue, could further

accentuate negative consequences of
habitat fragmentation, resulting in
unexpected occurrences of isolated
populations based on habitat maps
and apparent ‘corridors’. 

The huge costs of traversing
across large landscapes can make
dispersers unattractive as potential
mates. Females may also look for a
degree of familiarity in mates. For
populations that have adapted to
local environmental conditions,
familiarity relates directly to an

ability to survive. On the other
hand, due to inbreeding and
associated costs of mating with
close relatives, females may actually
prefer mating with dispersers
according to this study. The true
fate of dispersers sets limits to
dispersal rates between populations
even in conservation interventions
such as translocation, release or
assisted migration, as well as for
identifying functionally useful
‘wildlife corridors’.

The Corbett Foundation (TCF)
was founded in 1994 by Mr.
DilipKhatau, with the primary
objective of facilitating harmonious
coexistence between man and
nature. TCF works in and around
the tiger reserves of Kanha,
Bandhavgarh, Corbett, Kaziranga
National Park and The Greater
Rann of Kutch with tribal and
other forest-dependent
communities, in the spheres of
conservation research and
awareness, rural medical outreach
and awareness, training and
capacity building, veterinary care,
sustainable livelihoods and
sustainable rural development
initiatives. 

I. Wildlife Research and
Conservation awareness:
In December 2015, TCF-
Bandhavgarh initiated a study titled
‘Dispersal of tigers and other
wildlife in buffer zone of the
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve’ aiming
to determine tiger and wildlife
movement between buffer and core
zone and the status of the buffer
zone habitat. The research team
uses camera traps and sign surveys
to conduct studies, as well as
transects for vegetation sampling.
TCF-Kanha has also published a

report-cum-book detailing 436
varieties of insects and 114 varieties
of spiders found in Kanha Tiger
Reserve. As part of its regular
survey, TCF conducted a periodic
waterfowl census in the winter of
2015, recording 71 species so far.

Besides scientific study, from
July to December 2015, TCF
organized awareness programmes
for the communities and schools in
the buffer zones of tiger reserves
across all TCF’s divisions, involving
poster and PowerPoint
presentations, rallies, wildlife and
documentary screenings, interactive
discussions, celebration of Global
Tiger Day, International Vulture
Awareness Day and other
environmental and conservation
days, drawing and essay
competitions, environmental quiz,
nature education camps and
incentives for conservation-friendly
initiatives. Students were taken on
nature and birding trails to various
habitats, taught identification and
binocular. TCF regularly
contributes popular articles on
wildlife conservation and
environmental awareness to The
Hitavada daily’s Twinkle Star
Magazine, a popular children’s
magazine in central India. TCF also
created and installed signboards on

the National Highway running
parallel to the southern border of
Kaziranga National Park, alerting
drivers of speeding vehicles about
wildlife crossing the road en route
to the Karbi-Anglong hills.

II. Habitat Restoration
TFC has been restoring degraded
land in the buffer zones of the
protected areas it works in by
removing invasive weeds such as
lantana and parthenium species,
and planting local plant species
compatible with the biodiversity of
the region. The local community
was involved in this activity and
encouraged tocultivate fodder crop
and bamboo to reduce their
dependence on the forest for these
materials, encouraging sustainable
use and development. Similarly,
TCF-Corbett assisted the Ramnagar
Forest Division in Uttarakhand in a
weed-eradication project.Habitat
restoration at KanhaParthenium sp.
eradication at Corbett.

III. Training and capacity building
Between July and December 2015,
TCF conducted training and
capacity building workshops for
142nature guides from Pench Tiger
Reserve and Kanha Tiger Reserve.
The objective of such training was
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to enhance their knowledge
pertaining to the biodiversity of
Pench and Kanha Tiger Reserve and
improve their communication skills;
enabling them to provide, as
representatives of the tiger reserves,
an enhanced tourism and safari

experience to visiting tourists.
Classroom and field training
modules encompassed floral and
faunal biology and diversity,
studying animal tracks, vegetation,
conflict awareness, communication
skills and etiquette. 15 forest

officials from Madhya Pradesh were
trained to conduct Nature
Education Camps (NEC) for
students. The importance of the
role these forest representatives 
play in conservation was
emphasized on.

The Wildlife Conservation Trust
(WCT) currently works in 110
national parks and sanctuaries and
several territorial forests in India
across 19 states, covering 75% of 49
tiger reserves and 15% of
approximately 730 Protected Areas
(PAs). With over 3.5 million people
living inside tiger reserves and
several hundred million dependent
on natural ecosystems, we cannot
separate communities from
conservation. Thus, WCT lays

equal emphasis on wildlife
conservation and community
development. WCT works closely
with state forest departments to
ensure they have the best
equipment and training to carry out
their duties. 

Support to Forest Department:
WCT donated seven 4WD
patrolling vehicles to PAs and
territorial forest divisions to
improve the mobility of frontline
staff - two vehicles were donated to

the Bhadra Tiger Reserve; one
vehicle to the Bhimgad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WLS); one vehicle each
to Malayatoor, Vazachal and
Wayanad Wildlife Divisions in
Kerala and one to the Panna Tiger
Reserve in Madhya Pradesh.

WCT is in the process of
donating one tractor and water
tanker (5,000 ltr capacity) to the
UmredKarhandla WLS in
Maharashtra to transport water 
to waterholes within park
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boundaries. The purpose of 
this intervention is to help 
reduce straying of wildlife outside
the park during the pinch period 
in summer.

Since July 2015, WCT has
equipped 112 Anti-Poaching
Camps (APCs) in 10 PAs,
providing essential items such as
integrated solar systems, first aid
kits, mosquito nets, GPS devices,
binoculars, digital cameras, metal
trunks, cooking sets, water filters,
water tanks and personal equipment
for guards such as raincoats, 
shoes, winter jackets and water
bottles. 

WCT helped the Pakke Tiger
Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh
purchase rations, shoes, backpacks
and uniforms for 140 frontline staff
living in remote APCs. WCT also
organised an arms use and
maintenance workshop with the
help of four army personnel from
11th Garhwal rifles for 83 frontline
staff from the Pakke and Nameri
Tiger Reserves.WCT donated a
vehicle and equipment to local
NGO, Ecological Protection
Organisation (ECO-PRO), based in
Chandrapur, Maharashtra to tackle
human-wildlife conflict in the
region. 

Capacity-building for frontline
forest staff
A key focus of WCT is to build
capacity within the forest
department. To this end, WCT
conducts various trainings for forest
staff, often bringing in experts from
various fields such as veterinary
medicine and law to supplement
the officers’ skill sets.As many as
106 workshops on wildlife law and
crime prevention were conducted
for frontline forest staff. The WCT
Wildlife Crime Prevention training
has now reached 6,602 guards since
its inception. Posters on various
aspects of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972 were developed in Hindi
and Marathi and provided to guards
stationed in PAs in Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh in addition to
various other states. 

Research 
For WCT, research and monitoring
are crucial components of
conservation. Increased or stable
tiger densities are a measure of the
success of our work and therefore,
we carry out monitoring exercises in
both PAs and territorial forests. Our
team trains forest department staff
in monitoring techniques so that
they can conduct such assessments

independently. WCT’s research
team conducted a tiger estimation
study in the Nagpur Forest Circle,
which forms part of the Kanha-
Nagzira and Kanha-Pench
corridors. This was undertaken as
per NTCA’s Phase IV monitoring
guidelines. The study revealed the
presence of 10 tigers inNagpur
Forest Division area and also
reiterated the fact that the corridor
harbours a resident breeding
population of tigers. 

In December 2015, WCT
partnered with the NTCA and the
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh
Forest Departments to organise an
inter-state consultation on the
Central Indian Landscape (CIL)
that supports 31% of India’s tiger
population. The two-day workshop
culminated in a set of
recommendations that could be
implemented by both states such as
designing a three to five-year
roadmap for the CIL, deployment
of permanent vets at all tigers
reserves in the two states and
commitment to working jointly to
tackle issues such as illegal fishing
in the Pench reservoir.

These consultations were
conducted under the WCT-USAID
Tiger Matters project.
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Cause of Death / Seizure Info

In Fighting

Natural

Natural

Natural

Eliminated by Authorities in a man-animal conflict
situation
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TIGER MORTALITY IN INDIA -  JUNE TO DECEMBER 2015
State

Madhya Pradesh

Uttarakhand

Karnataka

Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu

Maharashtra

Karnataka

Madhya Pradesh

West Bengal

West Bengal

Bihar

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Assam

Karnataka

Bihar

Kerala

Maharashtra

Uttarakhand

Kerala

Assam

Karnataka

Uttarakhand

Uttar Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Karnataka

Karnataka

Karnataka

Assam

Uttarakhand

Assam

Maharashtra

Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Maharashtra

Maharashtra

Maharashtra

Location

Dhamokar, Bandhavgarh

Comptt no 4 Timli beat, Ramnagar, Corbett

Doddakere, Kundakere, Bandipur

Palasgaon (Buffer), TadobaAndhari

Nambikoil, Thirukugurngudi, Kalakkad Mundunthurai

Comp 168 Karghata beat Sindewahi Range, Chandrapur,
Chanda, TadobaAndhari

Attagulipura, K Gudi, BRT

Sanjay Dubri

Jhila, Bagna, Sundarban

Jhila, Bagna, Sundarban

Manguraha, Valmiki, S 56

Potia, Kurai, Pench, 652

Panna

6th addition, Kaziranga, Dhanbari

DB Kuppe, Nagarahole

Madanpur, Valmiki

Nellikampetty, Thekkady, Periyar

Nimdela, Tadoba, Tadoba

Compt 3 Laldhang beat, Jhirna, Corbett

Chedeleth Range, South Wayanad Division, Bandipur

Mikirjan, Kaziranga

Kakankote, DB Kuppe, Nagarahole

Jalusal Range, Haldwani

Bijnore, Corbett

Kanhari, Kanha

Bellatha, K Gudi Range, BRT

Bandipur

Compt 9, Kallahalla, Nagarahole

Baghmari, Central, Kaziranga

Kalagarh, Corbett

Eastern range, Kaziranga

Chandrapur buffer, TadobaAndhari

Brahmapuri Division

Bhavanisagar, Sathyamangalam

Dewas, COmpt no 679, Udainagar Range, Dewas Division

FDCM Chandrapur

FDCM Chandrapur

FDCM Chandrapur

FDCM Chandrapur

Date

4 Jun 2015

13 Jun 2015

21 Jun 2015

23 Jun 2015

26 Jun 2015

29 Jun 2015

16 Jul 2015

21 Jul 2015

31 Jul 2015

31 Jul 2015

31 Jul 2015

9 Aug 2015

14 Aug 2015

15 Aug 2015

23 Aug 2015

10 Sep 2015

24 Sep 2015

3 Oct 2015

6 Oct 2015

13 Oct 2015

14 Oct 2015

30 Oct 2015

1 Nov 2015

11 Nov 2015

16 Nov 2015

17 Nov 2015

19 Nov 2015

25 Nov 2015

2 Dec 2015

7 Dec 2015

9 Dec 2015

11 Dec 2015

15 Dec 2015

17 Dec 2015

17 Dec 2015

27 Dec 2015

27 Dec 2015

27 Dec 2015

27 Dec 2015

S.NO.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

Tiger Teeth, Tiger Decomposed flesh, Tiger Bones
Tiger Bones, Tiger Skins
Tiger Oil, Tiger Skins
Tiger Skins

Details Awaited
Details Awaited
Details Awaited
Details Awaited
Details Awaited

Other Info

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Details Awaited

Madhya Pradesh
Assam
Madhya Pradesh
Chhattisgarh
Uttarakhand

Seoni, Pench
KarbiAnglong, Kaziranga
Satpura Chhindwara, Satpura
South Kondagaon
Barhani Range Terai Central Division

27 Sep 2015
14 Oct 2015
17 Oct 2015
1 Nov 2015
16 Dec 2015

1
2
3
4
5

S.NO. DATE LOCATION STATE CAUSE OF DEATH / SEIZURE INFO OTHER INFO
TIGER PARTS SEIZURE IN INDIA -  JUNE TO DECEMBER 2015

SOURCE: tigernet.nic.in



2015 December 43

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII GTFNEWS

OOff  tthhee  GGTTFF

1. The GTF in collaboration with WWF-India
implemented Conservation Assured Tiger Standards
(CA/TS) project in Terai Arc landscape, India.
2. The GTF attended 6th IUCN Asia Regional
Conservation Forum and organised a side event on
“Tiger Reintroduction” at Bangkok in August 2015.
3. The GTF mission attended a Round Table on
“Cooperation on tiger conservation” and also visited the
Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve, Russia for field appraisal
and participated in CAITS accreditation ceremony in
September 2015
4. The Secretary General, GTFattended a High-level
meeting on Tiger Conservation organised by
INTERPOL at Singapore in November 2015
5. The GTF in collaboration with World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF), Wildlife Conservation Trust
(WCT) and partners organized an International
workshop on Reintroduction of Tigers at Kanha and
Panna Tiger Reserves on 9th to 14thDecember, 2015.
The major aim for this workshop was to plan tiger re-

introduction and prey supplementation as per the
IUCN guidelines in range countries such as Cambodia
(Mondulkuri), Myanmar (DTL) and Thailand
(Kuiburi) and in select sites within India (Achanakmar,
Rajaji, Buxa Tiger Reserves) and to develop a future
strategy and road-map for a comprehensive tiger
recovery programme incorporating legal, logistics,
administrative, scientific and financial instruments 
for various Tiger Range Countries (TRCs). The
workshop was attended by 28 participants from India,
Cambodia, Thailand and Myanmar and technical and
field sessions were conducted by scientists, field experts
and senior officials from GTF, Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), Madhya Pradesh Forest Department,
IUCN and WWF. Live demonstration of rescue,
translocation and monitoring equipment and field 
visits in Kanha and Panna to release sites, 
rehabilitation facility were conducted to provide better
understanding for developing a successful tiger
reintroduction programme.

CCUURRRREENNTT  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGLLOOBBAALL  TTIIGGEERR  FFOORRUUMM
Category A: Tiger Range Countries.
1. India 2. Bangladesh 3. Cambodia 4. Nepal 5. Bhutan
6. Myanmar 7. Vietnam

Category B: Non Tiger Range Countries.
1. United Kingdom

Category C: International Non Government
Organisation.
1. International Fund for Animal Welfare
2. TRAFFIC International
3. WWF International

Category D: Honorary Individuals.
1. Mr Keshav Varma 2. Mr Anand Seth

Category E: National Non Government Organisation
1. Ranthambhore Foundation, India
2. Tiger Research and Conservation Trust — India
3. Wildlife Protection Society of India
4. Wildlife Trust of India
5. Corbett Foundation, India
6. National Trust for Nature Conservation — Nepal
7. Wildlife Conservation Nepal, Nepal
8. Centre for Wildlife Studies, India
9. Wildlife Conservation Society — India Programme
10. Wildlife Conservation Trust
11. Bagh Foundation
Category F: Associate Members
1. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
Special invitee status 1. IUCN
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