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No Le frOlll the E di tor 
Tiger continues to be high in the agenda of Global 

Conservation bodies. Lot of developments have taken 
place since the CITES CoP11 . CITES Secretariat, with 
the support of United Kingdom, has taken up action for 
the establishment of Tiger Enforcement Task Force. The 
CITES Secretariat has also taken up briefings on works 
relating to tiger conservation to some of the permanent 
missions to the United Nations and other international 
organisations in Geneva as well as to the 4th Interpol 
International Environmental Crime Conference in Lyon, 
France. 

WWF International is also in the process of formulation 
of new strategic framework for the organisation's future 
tiger conservation works. The main shift is towards taking 
up tiger conservation work in a broad based landscape 
approach rather than restricting its activities only to 
islands of protected areas. WWF also continues to fund 
tiger conservation works in various countries of the world , 
to supplement the efforts of tiger conservation measures 
taken up through National funding . 

World Conservation Congress has also attached 
equal importance to tiger conservation by adopting a 
resolution to protect the habitat of tiger in its 2nd 
Congress held at Amman, Jordan in October, 2000 
(Resolution No. 2.69). 

International Cooperation Division of UK, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and USIS continue to fund tiger 
conserva tion works on priority basis . A host of 
international NGOs are also funding tiger conservation 
works in some countries on project basis in priority areas. 
The 21 st Century Tiger of UK is preparing a total picture 
of investments on tiger conservation at global level, and 
their first report is likely to come out by another si x 
months. 

I am thankful to all the tiger range countries who have 
contributed materials for this Newsletter, and would like 
to remind other tiger range countries who have not 
contributed materials this time to furnish details for our 
next Newsletter due in June 2001. We must remember 
that despite some stability of tiger population in some 
countries, the species is still under serious threat, details 
of which are required to be highlighted and addressed. I 
am specially thankful to the international NGOs and inter
governmental bodies, as well as the Government of 
United Kingdom for contributing specific information for 

'";, N~","". ~ 

(S.C. Dey) 
Secretary-General, GTF 
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BHUTAN 

Education and awareness programme 

Bhutan has taken up mass-scale education and 
awareness programme to educate the common 
people in the villages by organising quiz competition, 
painting competit ion and poem formulation, 
specially involving school children. The programme 
staff of Bhutan are also giving regular talks 
regarding the value of wildlife in human society as 
well as what to do and not to do if they encounter 
tiger while in the field . 

Livestock depredation 

The country has also been implementing 
livestock depredation information collection scheme. 
In the last one year, 83 cases of livestock predation 
was noted. Analysis indicate that 33% of the 
livestock depredation were from the alpine region, 
43% were from temperate, 17% from subtropical 
and 7% from tropical region. This result from higher 
altitude can be elaborated into three points: 1. The 
alpine and temperate areas are heavily used for 
cattle grazing in summer and the yaks fn winter. 2. 
Lack of the natural prey species in the higher areas; 
and, 3. Domestic animals have lost their instinct and 
fall prey easily to the carnivores. The program will 
carry out the same activity for another two years 
and it will culminate in a one-day national workshop 
to discuss on the issues reported, which will cover 
the compensation part as well. This is expected to 
help in drawing a blue print of the compensation 
mechanism. 

Documentation ofTiger 

Bhutan intends to launch camera-trapping 
methods in some selected areas to provide 
photographic documentation of tiger. The team of 
Dr Yonjon , mammalogist, while carrying large 
mammal survey in Thrumshingla National Park, got 
a photographic evidence of tiger at an altitude of 
3,000 meter above sea-level, perhaps the highest 
altitude where tiger has ever been photographed 

anywhere in the world. The primula flowers in the 
same photograph bear testimony to the altitude in 
which the tiger was photographed. 

Tiger Action Plan 

Bhutan has drawn up a costed TIger Action Plan. 
The break up of main activities of the action plan is 
given below: 

• Assessment of livestock depredation 
• Tiger information and monitoring 
• Enhancement of implementation capacity 
• Public awareness and education 
• Regional and International co-operation 

CAMBODIA 

Considering that poaching and illegal trade still 
continues in Cambodia and it has not been possible 
for the government to put an end to this problem, 
the government of Cambodia has started 
Community-based Tiger Conservation Projects to 
curb tiger poaching and turning local hunters from 
killing tigers to be tiger protectors. However, efforts 
of the government to curb illegal smuggling 
continues and 7 tiger cubs were confiscated last 
October from the custody of smugglers. 

CHINA ACTION PLAN FOR SAVING 
SOUTH CHINA TIGER 

The State Forestry Administration Peoples 
Republic of China has recently finalized the Action 
Plan for saving South China tiger. The salient 
features of this plan are summarized below:-

Status of Population 

After 1993 the Ministry of Forest of Peoples 
Republic of China continued regular data collection 
and trace information with respect of wild South 
China tiger. Over 2000 pieces of information was 
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collected by May 2000 which included sighting of 
tiger, roaring, pug marks, scratches, hair and 
skeletons or parts of their preys. The information 
collected confirm that there are still wild population 
of South China tiger which is distributed over 11 
natural geographical units extending over 90 
thousand square kilometer with six of the 11 units 
covering about 18 thousand square kilometer in 
which the activities of South China tiger are much 
more obvious. Unfortunately agricultural land and 
villages exist over most of the flat1er lands and the 
tiger can move only in limited narrow zones such 
as ridges and valleys. Their habitat areas are mainly 
covered by grasslands with sparse woods, bushes 
and plantations. The indigenous wildlife found in the 
areas are leopard, serow, black bear, golden cat, 
zibet, rhesus monkey, muntjac, water deer, wild 
boar, pheasant etc. 

From 1950's, some zoos procured South China 
tiger from the wild and started breeding 
programme. In 1988 there were 40 south China 
tiger living in 16 zoos in China. By June 2000 there 
were 62 South China tiger which represented the 
second, third, even fourth generation. However due 
to the fact that almost all of them were bred from 
only one father tiger, hereditary diseases appeared 
in captive bred population and caused serious 
inbreeding depression. 

Legal Aspect 

The South China tiger is under the first level 
nationally protected animal. Any hunting and killing 
of animals are prohibited. For killing or illegal trade 
of tiger or its products, up to 7 years imprisonment 
can be imposed. 

Establishment of Nature Reserves 

For South China tiger there are 7 national and 
14 local nature reserves in its range with a total 
area of 5000 square kilometer. Special protection 
agencies and stations have been set up and patrol 
teams have been organised. Trainings of staffs are 
held regularly to improve their competence. 

Rehabilitation Programme 

To improve genetic structure of future tiger 
population gene bank has been established in the 
Shanghai Zoo. To reintroduce population bred in 
captivity back to nature, China Meihua mountain 
breeding center has been established to enlarge 
its population and train them as the primary 
requirement for their reintroduction. 

Public Education 

Public support is very important for protection 
of South China tiger. So China's wild life agencies 
have included public education on tiger protection 
in their regular duties especially for local residents 
in and around tiger areas. This include distribution 
of brochures, pictures, posters, presentations and 
visits of local residents to tiger areas. 

Difficulties and Problems 

1. There is not enough information and data on 
details of range, quantity and structure of the 
wild population. 

2. There is inadequate research on behavioural 
pat1erns especially their predatory behaviour as 
well as propagation. 

3. There is genetic degeneration within wild 
population caused by inbreeding due to small 
and isolated population. 

4. There are increasing conflicts between China's 
protection efforts and traditional economic 
development programmes. 

5. The financial support and the personnel 
available for protection of tiger is highly 
inadequate. 

Future Goals 

In view of the current status of popUlation, the 
overall goals of South China tiger action plan are 
the following:-

1. Full recovery of South China tiger habitats and 
eco-system. 
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2. Establishment of several steady and viable wild 
population in different suitable ranges. 

3. Rehabilitation of suitable captive population in 
the wild, in its former ranges. 

4. Coordinated development for the protection of 
South China tiger, local society and economy. 

For this purpose 3 to 5 project areas for saving 
action (PASA) is being identified, in which 
agricultural land will be recovered and residents 

relocated. It is expected that very soon the areas of 
PASA will increase to 10 to 12 thousand square 
kilometer which could accommodate 60 to 100 
tigers in the wild. The action plan also includes 
survey of wild population, reintroduction of captive 
tigers in the wild, development of habitat, eco 
tourism, public education and training of staff. The 
financial requirements of the action plan is 
reproduced in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 
GENERAL BUDGET OF CHINA ACTION PLAN FOR SAVING SOUTH CHINA TIGER 

Monetary Unit: US$ 1,000 

ITEM DURATION TOTAL CNIVT DONATION REMARKS 

1. Survey 549 186 363 
1.1 General 2000-2001 114 66 48 Funded 
1.2 Search 1-2 years 434 120 314 

2. Public Edu. 2000·2005 2,200 980 1,220 
2.1 Signboards 2000-2005 950 360 600 
2.2 Discussions 2000-2005 1,100 500 600 
2.3 Brochures 2000-2005 120 120 
2.4 Consultation 2000-2005 
2.5 Media 2000-2005 

3. Habitat Reh. 2000-2005 27,784 9,000 
3.1 Yihuang 2000-2005 3,640 840 
3.2 FYS-BSZ 2000-2005 5,544 960 
3.3 Luoxiaoshan 2000-2005 18,600 7,200 

4. Reintroduction 1996-2010 5,360 2,880 2,480 
4.1 Establish Center 1996-2000 1,440 1,440 Built 
4.2 Breeding 2000-2008 420 
4.3 Barbarization 2003-2010 1,000 
4.4 Preparation of 2006-2010 2,500 

Habitat 2010 ........ 
4.5 Back to Nature 

5. Training 2000-2005 1,076 420 656 
5.1 Field training 2000-2005 634 
5.2 Symposiums 2000-2005 124 
5.3 IntI. Exchange 2000·2005 318 

Total 36,969 13,466 23,503 
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ATIEMPTSTO SAVE AMURTIGER 
IN CHINA 

Considering that not more than a couple of 
dozen individuals of Amur tiger exist in China 
currently, conservationists led by Bronx Zoo-based 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) held a four day 
workshop in the month of October at China which 
brought together more than 100 big-cat experts from 
around the world to develop a blueprint for tiger 
conservation in northeast China. According to the 
plan, co-operation among China, Russia and North 
Korea all of which share portions of the habitat, 
where this remaining tiger population is still found, 
is critical to its recovery. A recovery plan to bring 
the animal back from the brink of extinction has also 
been announced. 

The plan calls for development of "trans
boundary" reserV8S, which would protect the 
population throughout the range, along with regio~
wide efforts to reduce poaching and protect tiger s 
prey. It also recommends similar efforts to safeguard 
the endangered Far Eastern leopard, which shares 
mLJch of the same habitat. The workshop, sponsored 
by WCS, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Rhinoceros and 
Tiger Conservation Fund, has established an 
interagency working group to ensure that these and 
other recommendations are implemented. 

INDIA 

Expansion ofTiger Reserves 

Considering that tigers are more secure within 
the tiger reserves, Government of India has 
conveyed their approval for creation of the PakhUl
Nameri Inter State Tiger Reserve in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh, as well as Bori -Satpura
Panchmari Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. 
Inclusion of Katarniaghat wildlife Sanctuary as 
extens ion of Dudhwa Tiger Rese rve in Uttar 
Pradesh, as wel l as inclusion of Nagarhole National 

Park as extension of Bandipur Tiger Reserve in 
Karnataka, have also been approved. 

fndia-Eco-Development Project 

World Bank aided India Eco-development 
Project, to improve the capacity of protected area 
management, to reduce negative impact of local 
people on protected areas and to gain support of 
the local people for conservation, is under 
implementation in seven protected areas with a total 
budget of US$67 million (for 5 years). Of these, six 
are predominantly tiger areas and one, the only 
home of Asiatic Lion in the wild. The project is now 
in the fourth year of implementation. The activities 
under this project are implemented through the 
combination of strategic plan and micro planning 
and there are local eco-development committees 
for the execution of the micro plans. 

Even though the project is under fourth year 
of implementation, the utilisation of fund under the 
scheme is much behind the original schedule. While 
the project has led to increased investment in the 
management of tiger reserves, and has created a 
platform for winning local people's support to 
conservation, but according to a number of Indian 
environmentalists, the execution of the project, so 
far, has been shoddy and there has been too much 
stress on buildings and other construction works. 
Till now not much of evidence is there in some areas 
to indicate that habitats of these areas have 
improved and the population of tiger as well as its 
prey base have increased to any significant extent. 

Increased Allocation for Tiger Conservation 

Cur rent year's allocation for Projec t Tiger 
Scheme is Rs. 23 crores ($5 million). which is more 
than double the allocation that was there three years 
back. This mteralia include deployment of armed 
guards in tiger reserves where required, as well as 
provision of project allowance to the staff of Project 
Tiger approved lasl year. The allocation under Eco
development Scheme has also been Increased 
nearly four limes ($5 million) compared to the 
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allocation three years back. This is also likely to 
benefit tiger conservation, as large number of 
national parks and sanctuaries, where this scheme 
is under operation, also hold sizeable tiger 
population. 

NGO Intervention 

Even though India has increased investment in 
tiger conservation considerably during the last three 
years, poaching and illegal trade still continues to a 
considerable extent. In as much as, in the first 10 
months of the year 2000, not less than 30 cases of 
tiger skins, 200 cases of leopard skins as well as 
considerable amount of tiger bones, tiger nails and 
leopard nails have been seized. Most of the seizures 
are from border states of Uttar Pradesh, and West 
Bengal (around Calcutta and Sundarbans). Even 
though about 40 persons have been arrested in 
connection with these cases, these are indicative 
of the resurgence of skin trade which was 
considered to have declined or gone underground 
in past few years due to some reasons or other. 

Considering that threat to tiger still remains in 
India, lot of non-government organisations have 
come forward to supplement the tiger conservation 
activities of the government, for example, Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI) has taken up four major 
programmes titled: Wild Aid, Wild Rescue, Wild 
Species and Wild Land. The Wild Aid is WTl's key 
programme and has got two components - (a) Rapid 
Action Project (RAP) and (b) Van Rakshak Project 
(VRP). The RAP is aimed at short-term emergency 
interventions for problems like poaching and 
outbreak or natural calamities that endanger wildlife 
or displace existing conservation measures. The 
VRP aims to assist the forest department in creating 
a strong motivated and well-equipped field force of 
forest guards and watchers under forest Rangers 
or foresters to help prevent crisis. As a part of this 
project, WTI is conducting a series of anti-poaching 
training modules in collaboration with the Corbet 
Wildlife Training Centre. A total of 88 field staff of 
the sanctuary attended 9 days course in 3 batches 

of 3 day module each and were supplied with anti
poaching kit consisting of rUCksack, a 3-cell torch 
and batteries, knife, raincoat, hunter boot, jacket, 
sleeping bag, water-proof ground sheet, water bottle 
etc. 

Antipoaching kit distribution by WTI. - Courtesy wn 

Twelve such kits have also been distributed to 
a crack anti-poaching team at Nagzira Wildlife 
Sanctuary in the western Indian state of 
Maharashtra which has taken up commendable 
work in controlling tiger poaching. 

In the next phase of the programme, they are 
proposing to cover aUeast 8 more key protected 
areas covering northern India, central India, North
eastern India and southern India. 

Another N.G.O., Sierra Club of United States 
under the programme "Saving Wild Tigers" has 

A crack antipoaching team at Nagzira WLS, India. 
- Courtesy WTI 
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taken up projects for supplying equipments to forest 
guards of the staff of Tadoba Andhari tiger reserve 
in Central India and a long term community based 
conservation project in Sundarbans in eastern India. 
The Sundarban Project aims at providing financial 
relief for families of tiger victims, medical assistance 
for people injured by tigers, vaccination, primary 
health care and family planning for rural people who 
surround the tiger habitat. 

The Wildlife Conservation SOciety of US is 
continuing with their research programme in 
Nagarhole National Park of Karnataka. Intensive 
camera trapping has been employed to obtain 
reliable information on tiger density, while line 
transect and pellets counts have been done to 
ascertain densities of tiger prey species. Camera 
trapping is also being utilised for identification of 
specific tigers for monitoring their behavioural 
pattern. The programme has recently been 
expanded to three other reserves. The society also 
intends to make a country wide assessment of 
tiger's presence/absence pattern through interviews 
of local villagers and interaction with protected areas 
staff. 

In addition, another non-government 
organisation called Tiger Link has taken up various 
education and awareness programme targeting 
eminent people, lawyers, journalists and local 
people to garner their support to tiger conservation. 
They are also giving awards to frontline forest staff 
who have shown exemplary courage in nabbing the 
poachers inspite of putting their life at risk . 

Death of White Tigers in Zoo rocked India 

While tigers continue to be persecuted in the 
wild, the period June and July, 2000 was an ominous 
period for the tigers in zoos of India because, as 
many as 13 white tigers died in Nandan Kanan Zoo 
(eastern India) due to Trypanosomiasis. Since 
Nandan Kanan housed almost half the white tiger 
population in captivity in India, and one-third of its 
population got wiped out because of this disease, 
everyday for more than a week, tiger made 

headlines in local and national newspapers specially 
because there were dissenting opinions about the 
treatment and follow up actions. The issue even 
came up for scrutiny by the Indian Parliament. The 
Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government 
of India, appointed an expert committee to enquire 
into the issue which was followed by an expert 
consultation on prevention, diagnosis and cure of 
blood-borne diseases in zoo animals of India at 
Chennai, South India on 19th-20th July, 2000. The 
meeting suggested inter-alia (a) periodical blood
testing of the carnivores in captivity for prophylactic 
treatment and (b) shifting of a good number of white 
tigers from Nandan Kanan to other well-managed 
zoos in India to remove congestion. These are being 
followed up. 

Good News for Tiger Conservationists 

Over last 4 years, considerable concerns were 
expressed by conservationists about the impact of 
open cast coal-mining on tiger habitats in India. The 
World Bank, which was funding some of the open 
cast coal-mining, came under great criticism by a 
sector of civil society for threatening the fragile eco
system and some of the key tiger habitats in India. 
The Bank has since decided not to support 
anymore, open cast coal-mining projects in India. 

INDONESIA 

Status for Tiger 

According to the best sources available there 
are only 400 Sumatran tigers remaining in the wild. 
Poaching is going on and uncontrolled . Forest 
disturbance is continuing to divide the population 
of tiger into even smaller populations. 

Conservation Efforts 

In recognition of tigers critical Situation, the 
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Indonesian Government has prioritised the following 
steps:- . 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Intensive protection of habitat and population; 
Enhancement of protected area network; 
Local community participation; 
Assessment of habitat and inventory of wild 
population; 
Control on illegal trade through better law 
enforcement; 
Integrated justice operation; 
Implementation of Sumatran Tiger program; 

The Sumatran Tiger Programme has a central 
coordinating committee that serves for the tiger 
conservation in Indonesia. Membership, of the 
committee currently is comprised of three important 
Indonesian Institutions viz. Ministry of Forestry c.q. 
Directorate General of Nature Protection and 
Conservation (PKA) representing the conservation 
management authority, the Indonesian Institute of 
Science (L1PI) - representing the conservation 
scientific authority, and Taman Safari Indonesia 
(Safari Garden) - representing the captive breeding 
in Indonesia. 

Tiger Action Plan 

The implementation of Sumatran Tiger 
Conservation Strategy include in-situ and ex-situ 
conservation in accordance to Sumatran Tiger 
Action Plan. The main priorities of Sumatran Tiger 
Action Plan for the period 2000-2005 are as follows: 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Safety and protection of habitat and population 
of Sumatran Tiger; 
Development of captive breeding program; 
Establishment of communication network for 
Sumatran Tiger; 
Development of conservation management and 
strategy for each Sumatran Tiger population. 

Funding 

In addition to national funding, the tiger action 
plan is also being funded by the Tiger Foundation 

(Fauna and Flora International) and Minnesota Zoo 
Foundation. 

TIGER CONSERVATION IN 
PENINSULAR MALAVSIA 

In July 1997, a Tiger Research Unit was re
established in the Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks of Peninsular Malaysia and a full 
time Officer was appointed to head the unit. They 
received U.S. $ 124,000 grant through National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, USA, to determine the 
distribution and habitat requirements and status of 
the Indo-Chinese tiger in Peninsular Malaysia. The 
initial project design was made by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society of USA and field data 
collection continued from November 1997 to 
September 2000. The forest areas surveyed were 
selected through detailed consultative process in 
which the staff of federal and district level 
researchers and local people took part. Forest type~ 
reported to have presence of tigers, conflict between 
tigers and local people, distance from the edge of 
the forest, extent and fragmentation of forest were 
considered in selection of sites. 9 surveys were 
conducted in 4 Peninsular Malaysian states, 
principally by using camera traps. 

40 square kilometer plots were laid in which 30 
camera-traps were used in 25 locations. In 20 
locations one camera was used, while in 5 locations, 
two cameras were used, one on either side of the 
trail. The double cameras were set to distinguish 
the difference between the stripe pattern between 
the right and left side of tiger. The cameras were 
distributed throughout the plot so that at least one 
camera was placed in every second kilometer grid 
square. Within these grid squares, cameras were 
placed in locations that are most likely to be used 
by the tiger e.g. existing animal trails, on ridge-tops, 
kutcha roads and by the side of rivers. The cameras 
were left in pOSition in the forest for one month. 
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STUDY RESULTS 

1. Tamenggor FR, Perak: This forest reserve is 
133,693 ha. and is a potential transboundary 
protected area with Southern Thailand. A 
minimum of two tigers were recorded. Other cats 
found were black panther, clouded leopard and 
golden cat. Prey spE;cies included sam bar, 
barking deer, tapir and wild pig. 

2. Bintang Hujau FR, Perak: This forest reserve 
is 116,722 ha. The forests are fragmented. Two 
tige~s were recorded from survey of which one 
was found at an altitude of about 1800 meter. 
No black panther was recorded. Clouded 
leopard, golden cat and marbled cat were 
present. Prey species included substantial 
numbers of barking deer, tapir and wild pig. No 
sam bar were seen. 

3. Jengai FR, Terenganu: This forest reserve is 
51,022 ha. No tigers were found in this area, 
but black panther was recorded. Other cats 
present were clouded leopard, golden cat and 
leopard cat. Prey species included some barking 
deer, wild pig and tapir but no sambar. Wild dog 
(red dog) was also photographed. 

4. Gunung Tebu Fr/Felda Tenang, Terenganu: 
The forest area is 25,590 ha. One tiger was 
recorded from this forest but no black panther. 
Other cat species were clouded leopard, golden 
cat, marbled cat and leopard cat. The prey 
species was poor. Lifting of domestic cattle by 
tiger was common . 

5. Ulu Temiang Fr, Kelantan: This forest reserve 
is 15,397 ha. and is a isolated forest reserve. 
Two tigers were identified along with black 
panth er, clouded leopard, golden cat and 
leopard cat. The prey species included wild pig, 
barking deer, tapir but no sam bar. Killing of cattle 
is common. 

6. Ayer Ngah, Kelantan: This is a very degraded 
and patchy forest. While no tiger wa s 

photographed, report of one tiger was there 
along with leopard and wild dog. The prey 
species included wild pig, barking deer but no 
sambar and gaur. 

7. Sungai Kial FR, (Hulu Telum) Pahang: This 
area is located in mountain ranges above 1000 
meter. No tiger and black panther were 
recorded. However, marbled cat, golden cat and 
leopard cat were present. Prey species included 
very low number of barking deer and wild boar 
but no sambar and gaur recorded. 

8. Hulu Sat Taman Negara, Pahang: The area 
ranges from.hill ridges to swampy lowland. No 
tiger was recorded but there were black panther 
and clouded leopard. The prey species included 
barking deer and wild pig in low number but no 
report of sambar or gaur. 

9. Lepar FR, Pahang: This is extremely accessible 
and lowland forest. Two tigers were identified 
along with black panther, marbled cat and 
leopard cat. The prey species included wild pig, 
barking deer and tapir but no sam bar and gaur. 

TRAINING ACCOMPLISHMENT 

On site workshop was organised for Tiger 
Management Unit Rangers. A total of 28 forest 
Rangers from the states and Headquarters were 
identified to undertake camera trapping tiger 
surveys in their respective states. Another off site 
workshop on Tiger Management was held at Wildlife 
Training Centre, Lanchang. It was attended by 20 
Wildlife Rangers. 

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENT 

1. Camera trapping developed a lot of enthusiasm. 
As a result, sufficient number of camera-traps 
have been procured using the recently acquired 
EXXON/ESSO funds. 

? Tile photographs obtained from camera-traps 
\, )re used in public awareness programmes at 
II 'e state level and local level. 
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3. The Tiger alive Campaign was launched and a 
brochure was released for use by press and 
other organisation for developing public 
awareness for tiger conservation. 

Future Activities 

The Government proposes to continue with the 
camera trapping project till they cover all known 
crucial tiger habitat areas. 

TIGER CONSERVATION IN NEPAL 

Population and Status of Tiger 

The latest survey carried out by Nepal has 
indicated the following breeding adults at the close 
of 1999. 

1. Chitwan/Parsa 
2. BardiaiBanke 
3. Suklaphanta 
4. Other areas 

50-60 
35-40 
16-20 
5.7 

On the basis of this, the total tiger population in 
Nepal is estimated to be 300-350 by the Department 
of National parks and Wildlife Conservation, Nepal 
(Poudel, 17 November 2000). 

Out of these four populations, only the Chitwan 
and Bardia populations are secure. Other areas 
needs immediate attention because shrinkage of 
tiger habitat and poaching continues. 

Anti-poaching Activities 

In order to combat poaching of tiger and other 
endangered animals, 16 Anti-poaching units (A.P'U.) 
are in operation in various protected areas in Terai 
that hold tiger population. The APUs are supported 
by various NGOs. Considering the encouraging 
results of the APUs, the total number of APUs is 
proposed to be increased up to 20. A reward system 
has been established for the informers and active 
participation of local people in apprehending the 

offenders. This has shown encouraging results. The 
partnership between the park management and 
local communities has also widened the scope of 
Wildlife conservation beyond the boundary of 
protected areas. 

Trans-boundary meeting held atThakurdwara 

As agreed in the trans-boundary meeting held 
at Surajkund, India, in February/March 1999, 
between India and Nepal, a trans-boundary meeting 
was held at Thakurdwara on February 2, 2000 by 
the Government of Nepal. Department of Forestry 
was also involved in the meeting to consider 
conservation at a landscape level. 

Realising the importance of participation of Park 
Wardens in the border meetings that is held 
regularly with all concerned officials under the 
leadership of CDO (Nepal) and Deputy 
Commissioner (India), necessary process has been 
initiated by Department of National parks and 
Wildlife Conservation, Nepal, to allow the 
participation of the park wardens in such meetings. 

Protected Areas-linkage between Bardia and 
Katarniaghat 

A team of experts supported by WWF, Nepal, 
programme has conducted a feasibility study in this 
regard and the report is under preparation. The Eco
development project along the corridors will be 
proposed, based on this report. 

Implementation of CITES 

A CITES unit has been established in the 
Department of National parks and Wildlife 
Conservation, Nepal. An updated list of endangered 
species have been completed to meet the CITES 
requirement. This is under review by the Ministry of 
Law and Justice. 

Training and Visit 

Nepal is regularly sending officers to various 
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training institutes to improve their management 
capabilities. Bordering protected areas in India viz. 
Corbet, Dudhwa, Sohelwa and Valmiki were visited 
and local officials consulted for exchange of ideas 
and views. 

Research Programme 

A joint research programme on predator/prey 
component has been started in Royal Bardia 
National Park with collaboration between 
Department of National parks and Wildlife 
conservation, Nepal, and Department of Biology 
and Nature conservation, Norway, administered by 
King Mahendra Trust for Nature Conservation, 
Nepal. A lot of useful information is coming up from 
this research project which has also used remote 
controlled camera trapping system for estimation 
and identification of tiger population and its prey 
base. 

NEWS FROM UNITED KINGDOM 

U.K. Support for Indian Panel on Forest and 
Wildlife 

In May 2000 the UK Government provided £ 
10,000 towards a new Indian Panel on Forest and 
Wildlife. The Panel is a ground-breaking private 
sector attempt to make tangible and radical 
improvements to forests management in India, with 
benefits for both endangered wildlife and poor 
people in India's rural areas in specific places. 

A further £ 4,000 has been pledged to the panel 
by "21 st Century Tiger" , a UK based partnership 
between London Zoo and conservation NGO 
"Global Tiger Patrol", which raises funding for tiger 
conservation and channels It to worthwhile projects 
on the ground. 

Some of the UK's contribution went towards the 
costs of holding the Panel's inaugural meeting, 
whi~h was hold at Bangalore in May, 2000. The 

meeting was organised by the British High 
Commission (New Delhi). Assistance was provided 
by Taj Hotels. 

The meeting agreed that, subject to adequate 
funding being found, the Panel will sponsor a two
volume survey on the State of India's Wildlife, to be 
published in spring, 2002. As part of its attempt to 
influence policy and policy-makers, the Panel will 
also produce "Green Papers" focussed on key areas 
in wildlife and habitat conservation with coherent 
policy options for reform. 

London launch of Chinese conservation 
organisation: "Save China's Tigers" 

In October 2000, the UK Government was 
represented at the official launch in London of a 
new conservation organisation dedicated to 
protecting and conserving China's tigers and other 
endangered cat species. The main aims of "Save 
China's Tigers" are to: 

(a) provide information on China's tigers 

(b) seek support from all those wishing to help 
conserve China's tigers 

(c) help educate and advise the public on how tigers 
can be protected and conserved 

(d) find methods to resolve human-tiger conflict 

(e) deliver focussed and accountable financial 
support for conservation and education work 

(f) seek the support of the international community 
in developing partnerships with dedicated 
organisations within China 

(g) promote networking with interested parties 
within and across national boundaries 

(h) work with existing and future organisations to 
maximise the benefits to be gained through 
combined efforts. 

CITES Tiger Enforcement Task Force 

In October 2000, UK Environment Minister 
Michael Meacher announced that the Department 
of the Environment, Transport and the Regions, in 
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partnership with the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, will contribute £ 40,000 to the CITES 
Secretariat to help fund the new Tiger Enforcement 
Task Force. 

The Task Force was a key recommendation 
agreed by the 11 th CITES Conference earlier this 
year. It will bring together law enforcement and 
Customs authorities from all tiger range and 
consumer states to examine how to combat more 
effectively illicit trade in tigers, their parts and 
derivatives, and how to increase the collation of 
information and enhance collaboration between 
enforcement authorities in range and consumer 
states. It will be co-ordinated by the CITES 
Secretariat Enforcement Unit. 

Apart from financial support the UK will be 
offering practical help to the Task Force via the 
partnership for Action against Wildlife Crime (PAW). 
This is a partnership between the UK Government 
(Department of the Environment, Transport and the 
Regions), HM Customs & Excise, police forces 
around Britain and interested NGOs (such as 
TRAFFIC and WWF). It promotes a strategic 
approach to wildlife law enforcement in the UK and 
facilitates the exchange of information, experience, 
specialist knowledge and expertise on wildlife 
issues. Members of PAW are now considering how 
they might best contribute their specialist advice, 
expertise and experience to the Task Force. 

It is also intended that a new National Wildlife 
Crime Unit, currently being set up in the UK, will 
channel intelligence and information from the UK 
to other consumer and range states, international 
enforcement and customs organisations, and the 
Task force. 

NEWS FROM W.W.F. 

WWF Planning for Improved Tiger 
Conservation 

Thirty-six participants, mostly from WWF 
national organisations and programme offices in 
tiger range states met in an workshop in Anyer, West 
Java, Indonesia, from 4th to 8th September 2000, 
to discuss and formulate new strategic framework 
for the organisation's future tiger conservation work. 
The participants also included experts from the 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), USA, the 
Zoological Society of London and the Smithsonian 
Institution. The workshop participants unanimously 
endorsed the need to take WWF's tiger conservation 
work beyond "national parks and wildlife reserves" 
and persue it with a broad-based, landscape 
approach to cover wider areas and varied range of 
graded activities. 

Tiger Trade Issues 

TRAFFIC's latest study indicate that despite a 
marked fall in the consumption of tiger-bone 
medicines in many former consuming states, there 
is little evidence of a major reduction in poaching of 
some key tiger populations:Tiger parts in traqitional 
Asian medicine continue to be a threat to wild tigers, 
with the trade in some markets shifting to skins and 
other products besides bones. Major illegal markets 
still operate openly in many South-East Asian 
countries and there has been little enforcement 
action against poachers and traders. 

Close cooperation and work with traditional 
medicine practitioners and local communities, 
promoting the use of substitutes and raising 
conservation awareness among consumers are 
essential. Reduction of human-tiger conflict, 
extention of informer network, paying quicker 
compensation for human and livestock killed/injured 
and developing alternative livelihoods for 
communities living in or around tiger habitats are 
other essential elements necessary for long term 
conservation of tiger. 
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First Photos Confirm Cambodia's Wildlife 
Riches 

Researchers led by WWF International, as well 
as Wildlife Conservation Society, USA, using 
automatic infrared-triggered cameras have not only 
photographed tigers but leopards, clouded leopards, 
marbled cats, sun bear, A,;lan elephants, Asian wild 
dogs, two species of wild cattle viz gaur and 
banteng - all first for Cambodia. The surveys have 
also revealed a total of over 60 varieties of large 
mammals, including 6 cat species and 8 primate 
species. 

WCS and WWF have been training local 
Cambodians in wildlife conservation methods since 
1998. The first batch of Cambodian trainees have 
now become trainers themselves and passing on 
their skills to other Cambodian staff. WCS and WWF 
believe that Cambodia may offer some of the best 
opportunities for long-term conservation of tiger in 
Indochina if poaching can be minimized. 

The surveys also revealed that many of the 
species now live in forest areas outside the national 
parks where logging practice continue, pointing the 
need to strengthen Cambodia's system of protected 
areas. 

WWF's Tiger Emergency Fund 

Since its inception in 1998, the Tiger Emergency 
Fund has supported over 50 projects in a number 
of tiger range states. Over the past 12 months, WWF 
has made 8 grants totalling more than $ 75,000 for 
emergency tiger conservation action in India , 
Indonesia, Russia and Bangladesh. Anti -poaching 
work has been the main theme, including support 
for tiger patrols, purchase of equipments, creation 
of control posts and payment of wages. 

NEWS FROM CITES SECRETARIAT 

CITES Tiger Enforcement Task Force 

Following the 11 th Conference of Parties held 
at Nairobi in April 2000, in which a decision to 
establish a CITES Tiger Enforcement Task Force 
was taken, and on receipt of announcement from 
United Kingdom regarding required financial 
support to the CITES Secretariat for this, the 
Secretary-G <:lr,era l of CITES has written to all the 
tiger range states and the consumer states visited 
by the technical team to nominate individuals to 
participate in the Task Force. The Secretariat 
expects that its first meeting may be held in early 
2001. 

CITES and Global Tiger Forum 

Following the backing by the delegates to the 
Conference of the Parties II, that a closer link be 
created between CITES and the Global Tiger 
Forum, the CITES Secretariat is exploring how best 
to achieve this. Some suggestions in the matter has 
also been made in informal level. The Standing 
Committee has been tasked by CoPll to continue 
to maintain an overview of conservation of tigers 
and the CITES Secretariat will be preparing a report 
for its next meeting, which is expected to take place 
in the summer of 2001. The CITES Secretariat 
would welcome receiving contact from any Global 
Tiger Forum members that feel they can contribute 
to its information-gathering activities. 

Other Important Developments 

1. The CITES Secretariat, during November 2000, 
provided briefings on its work relating to tigers 
to some of the Permanent Missions to the United 
Nations and other International Organizations 
in Geneva and to the 4th Interpol International 
Environmental Crime Conference in Lyon , 
France. In doing so, the CITES Secretariat 
continued to stress its firmly held view that, if 
adequate controls can be established to 
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safeguard the future of tigers, the very same 
controls will also help the conservations of most 
CITES-listed species and, in turn, lead to more 
effective implementation of the Convention. This 
opinion was also strongly voiced by the Tiger 
Missions Technical Team, which felt that 
adopting too narrow or species-specific an 
approach could be counter-productive and 
risked diverting illegal activities from one 
threathened species to another. 

2. The CITES Secretariat receives, on a relatively 
regular basis, reports of successful anti
poaching works and enforcement activities 
against illicit traders in tiger range states. It is 
very concerned, however, by the lack of reports 
of detection of cross-border smuggling or trade 
in tiger and leopard skins, particularly in 
consumer States. It believes that much greater 
emphasis must be placed on identifying the 
markets for skins and fur, if such trade is to be 
targeted effectively. It encourages all parties to 
submit information , which it can then 
disseminate to relevant enforcement agencies. 

3. The CITES Secretariat will also be working to 
encourage the three remaining tiger range 
States that are not parties to CITES (Bhutan, 
Lao People 's Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Korea) to accede to the 
Convention. 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
(WCS)-GLOBAL TIGER CAMPAIGN 

WCS, USA, is actively pursuing a campaign to 
save tigers and their prey, across the natural habitats 
in which they occur. With an annual budget of a 
million US dollars, they have taken up works in 
almost all the tiger range countries directed at the 
current needs of the range states. In Cambodia, 
China, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Malaysia, the 
Russian Far East and Thailand, WCS is providing 

A typical tiger habitat in Way Kambas, National Park, Indonesia. 
- Courtesy A.J. T. Johnsingh 

on the ground data, identification of specific tigers, 
analysis of events and vision to tiger conservation 
in specific areas. Elsewhere, in countries such as 
Vietnam, Laos, North Korea and Bangladesh, they 
are providing technical advice to individual projects. 

Research is a very strong component of WCS 
tiger conservation programme which include tiger 
ecology, status and distribution, fragmentation 
effects on large mammals, use of TCM by Asian 
practitioners and site specific education as well as 
awareness programmes: Periodic meetings, 
dialogues and site visits by core specialists are 
planned between various tiger programmes so that 
methods and approaches for collecting field data 
are streamlined and standardised by shared 
experience. 

Some of their current specific programmes with 
respect to China, Cambodia, India and Malaysia 
have been discussed under national reports. In 
Myanmar, they are helping the government in 
updating national tiger action plan for the country. 
In Thailands, they have completed carrying out tiger 
assessment through camera trapping and interview 
methods in multiple sites in southern, northern and 
eastern Thailand. They are also actively involved in 
transboundary tiger conservation projects between 
China, Russian Federation and the People's 
Democratic Republic of Korea. In Indonesia, with 
the help of WWF and Indonesian Conservation 
Department, they are carrying out exercise for a 
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framework for identifying high priority areas for 
Sumatran tiger and specific actions required for 
conservation of tiger in the wild in such areas. In 
Russian Federation, they have helped the 
government in defining critical habitat for tigers, 
threats to tiger population and landscape options 
for tiger conservation. 

GLOBALTIGERPROJECT 
DATABASE 

The Zoological Society of London, with funding 
from WWF-US, is undertaking the production of a 
database on tiger projects and funding worldwide. 
Before this work began, the tiger conservation 
community did not have access to data such as 
how many projects are operating in any given area, 
or how much money is being spent on tiger 
conservation, where, and by whom. Compilation of 
this information will enable us all to assess how our 
efforts might be better distributed or concentrated, 
and will be a step towards evaluation of cost
effectiveness. 

A pilot project on work in the Russian Far East 
was the first step and was completed in 1999. Global 
data collection began in 2000 and will continue into 
2001. Data sources include reports and financial 
summaries from agencies such as the World Wildlife 
Fund, the Save the Tiger Fund, the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, WildAid, 21 st Century Tiger 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service's Rhino-Tiger 
Fund, while individual projects and smaller fund
rising NGOs are also approached individually. 

A total of 80 agencies are recorded as carrying 
out close to 200 individual projects to date. One 
hundred and eighty projects were operational during 
1998-2000 in 49 of the 160-odd TCUs (Tiger 
Conservation Units or forested areas) delineated 
in Dinerstein et al. 1997. Total funding for tiger 
conservation appears presently to total between 5 
and 6 million US dollars a year; the two largest 
contributors are WWF and the Save the Tiger Fund. 

followed by WCS, the US FWS and 21 CT. About 
one third of the money is spent in Russia and 
another third in India. The largest recorded 
expenders of funds are WWF, WCS, WildAid and 
the Hornocker Wildlife Institute. 

In 2001, the Principal Investigator, Sarah 
Christie of the Zoological Society of London, will 
visit range-state offices and initiatives to gather and 
check information in person. A report will be 
produced in early 2001 and another in early 2002. 
The database itself is in Access 7 and will be 
distributed to the major contributors, with a user 
friendly data extraction interlace, each year. 

Contributions of information on projects relating 
to conservation of tigers in the wild, from any 
organisation not yet approached directly, may 
please be sent to Sarah Christie on Sarah. Christ 
ie@Zsl.org. (detail address is given below) 
indicating the project name, the year, name of the 
donor, name of the grantee and the amount 
promised/re leased. If there are any phasing of 
expenditure, that may also be indicated. 

Sarah Christie 
Conservation Programmes Co-ordinator 
London Zoo 
Zoological Society of London 
Regent's Park 
London NWI 4Ry 
UK 

Secretary General GTF With president of IUCN at Amman. 
Jordan 
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1. One officer each from Vietnam and Bangladesh 
are now under training in the Wildlife Institute of 
India at Dehradun in the 9 months Diploma 
Course in Wildlife Management through GTF's 
sponsorship with the financial support of US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

2. Three officers, one each from Assam, Rajasthan 
and West Bengal States of India are now under 
training in the Wildlife Institute of India at 
Dehradun in 9 months Diploma Course in 
Wildlife Managemeni through GTF's 
sponsorship with the financial support from 
United States Government (USIS). 

3. Four officers, one each from Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Nepal and Vietnam are now under 
training in the 3 months Certificate Course in 
the Wildlife Institute of India through GTF's 
sponsorship with the financial support of US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

4. The Secretary-General of GTF attended the 
meeting of species survival Commission (SSG), 
World Commission of Protected Areas (WCPA), 
and the second World Conservation Congress 
(WCS), at Amman, Jordan between 3rd October 
to 7th October, 2000. He highlighted the 
rationale of tiger conservation, both in species 

CNG2. CNV001 Rev 1. 
Tiger Conservation (2.69) 

level and eco-system level in the meeting of SSC 
and WCPA. In the meeting of World 
Conservation Congress, he participated in a 
working group to improve the resolution on tiger 
conservation proposed by the Wildlife Institute 
of India, Dehradun and others, which led to the 
adoption of the document which is reproduced 
below. [Resolution. 2.69] 

5. The Secretary-General of Global Tiger Forum 
imparted special lectures to the serving judicial 
officers of India in the Indian Institute of 
Criminology, Delhi, to enlighten them about the 
gravity of illegal Wildlife trade and the role of 
judiciary in containing them. 

6. The Secretary-General GTF, participated in a 
National Consultation in fine-tuning the 
Document, "state of the Environment report of 
India" prepared by Tata Energy Research 
Institute, Delhi, in collaboration with United 
Nations Environment Programme as well as 
Ministry of Environment and Forest , 
Government of India. 

7. The Secretary-General, GTF, also gave lectures 
to a group of middle and senior levels refresher's 
course batch of Indian Administrative Service 
Officers at New Delhi, on the aspect of bio
diversity conservation, its policy and programme 
and the role to be played by them in 
implementation of this convention. 

2nd World Conservation Congress 
Amman, Jordan, Oct. 2000 

Recognizing that loss and degradation of its natural habitat is one of the key factors leading to decline of 
populations of tiger (panthera tigris) in the wild; 

NOTING the potential of poorly planned development projects to gravely impact wildlife habitat; 

AWARE that bilateral and multilateral funding agencies have, in the past, supported development projects 
that have adversely impacted the integrity of Tiger habitats; 

The World Conservation Congress at its 2nd Session in Amman, Jordan, 4-11 October 2000: 

1. URGES bilateral and multilateral funding agencies, national and local governments to desist from 
making financial investments that adversely affect Tiger habitats; 

2. RECOMMENDS that such funding agencies heighten the priority of tiger conservation within their 
policies. 
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Vu Quang Forest in Vietnam. A habitat of tiger. - Courtesy A.J. T. Johnsingh 


	

