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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL
In the second half of 2011, the Global Tiger Forum, in collaboration with the Global Tiger
Initiative, organized a workshop of Experts to develop criteria and indicators for monitoring
of the Global Tiger Recovery Programme. The primary objective of this workshop was to
establish a technical and institutional foundation for effective collaboration among the Tiger
Range Countries and other governmental and nongovernmental partners. This would ensure
consistent, science based monitoring of status of tiger conservation landscapes. The
workshop was hosted by the Government of Vietnam at Hanoi on 2-4 August, 2011.

The GTF supported TRAFFIC in organizing the first SAWEN capacity building/training
programme of frontline staff of member countries on forensic/investigation of wildlife crimes
at Gandhinagar, India, on 11-15 July 2011. Senior level government officials of seven
member countries attended the training. The participants received comprehensive inputs on
the current scenario regarding wildlife crime and trade in South Asia and its implications for
field conservation. They were also introduced to the latest tools and techniques used in
strengthening wildlife law enforcement. 

The GTF participated in the Creative Experts' Meeting on Demand Reduction messaging for
Consumption of Tigers and other Endangered Wildlife Species, organized by TRAFFIC and
WWF at Hong Kong on 22-23 November, 2011. The meeting aimed to develop new strategic
approaches to reduce consumer demand for Tigers and other endangered wildlife species in
China and Viet Nam.  The participants concluded that strategies to reduce demand for
endangered wildlife species must effectively address the attitudes, motivations and behaviour
that drive demand for tigers and other endangered wildlife. This would lead to new and
innovative approaches for influencing consumer demand. 

The GTF sent its technical staff to Lao PDR and Vietnam during 18 to 23 December, 2011, to
assist them in finalizing their National Tiger Monitoring Framework and setting up the GTF
National Core Group.

Formal letters have been received from the Environmental Minister of China and Russia that
they are keenly pursuing the issue of joining the Global Tiger Forum in the near future.
The GTF is confident that these efforts would further strengthen the Range Countries in
protecting their wild tigers.

Dr. RAJESH GOPAL
Secretary General 
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The workshop of Experts to Develop Criteria and
Indicators for Monitoring of the Global Tiger Recovery
Programme was organized by the Global Tiger Forum
(GTF) in collaboration with the Global Tiger Initiative
(GTI) and hosted by the Government of Vietnam in
Hanoi between 2nd to 4th August 2011. The workshop
brought together government representatives and
experts from all tiger range countries and other
countries supporting tiger conservation 

The primary objectives of the workshop was to establish
a technical and institutional foundation for an effective
collaboration among the tiger range countries and other
governmental and nongovernmental partners in
ensuring consistent, science based monitoring of status
of tiger conservation landscapes (TCLs) and progress of
implementation of Global Tiger Recovery Programme

(GTRP) endorsed in November 2010 at St Petersburg,
Russian Federation, by the Tiger Range Countries. 

A summary overview of the workshop is reproduced
here.

Day  1  

Session  I: Welcome/Opening  Addresses
(Chair:  Mr.  Do  Quang  Tung)

Mr.  Do  Quang  Tung, Deputy Director, Vietnam CITES
Management Authority, Vietnam Forestry
Administration, introduced the workshop and thanked
delegates and participants from the 13 Tiger Range
Countries (TRCs), the GTI and the GTF, and NGOs
including WWF, WCS, IUCN, TRAFFIC, and FFI.
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Dr.  Ha  Cong  Tuan, Deputy Director General of the
Vietnam Forest Administration, welcomed and thanked
delegates and participants. He noted that in Vietnam
the tiger is a priority species protected by law as it is in
other TRCs but that in the last 50 years, tigers have
declined in numbers and range due to forest reduction
and hunting. He noted some recent efforts in Vietnam,
including a new interagency committee on law
enforcement and workshops to promote transboundary
cooperation with its neighbors. He further commented
that the TRCs are committed to cooperate in GTRP
implementation and to implement their own NTRPs and
this workshop is to exchange experience and criteria to
monitor the GTRP and NTRPs. He also noted the
importance of conservation to sustainable development
and adaptation to climate change and that effective
international cooperation to protect wild tigers is
important. Declaring the workshop open, he offered
warm thanks to the GTF Secretariat for organizing this
workshop and expressed his hope that it will be
successful and give wild tigers a better future. 

Mr.  S.P.  Yadav,  Deputy Inspector General of India's
National Tiger Conservation Authority and acting on
behalf of the Secretary General of the Global Tiger
Forum, welcomed delegates and participants and
explained that GTF is collaborating with GTI and TRCs to
strengthen tiger conservation. He recalled that TRCs
presented their ”to-do lists” of priority activities for
2011 at the Delhi meeting in March. This workshop is to
develop a framework for monitoring implementation of
GTRP. He commented that the TRCs have demonstrated
their commitment through development of their NTRPs,
which all together form the GTRP. Now the priorities are
finding resources from donors to implement the NTRPs
and finalizing a monitoring framework. He noted that
identification of donors and recasting NTRPs into a
project mode is as important as getting consensus on a
broad monitoring framework. Where donor funding
exists in a TRC, the focus should be to channel funds to
NTRP priorities. The GTF would like the entire process to
be TRC driven while GTF serves as a facilitator through
country-level focal points and core groups. Each GTF
member TRC has been asked to form a national-level
Core Group. He pointed out that the ultimate
assessment of the success of the GTRP will be the status
of the tiger population at the global level. Robust,
scientific monitoring methodologies already exist and
are being employed at various scales and levels of
intensity. TRCs need to determine the best methods to
use given their unique conditions. He stated that the
GTF can offer assistance to 1-2 TRCs, if they require it,
to help in assessment of tigers, co-predators, prey, and
status of habitat by providing experts and support from
the Wildlife Institute of India. He concluded by thanking
the Government of Vietnam for hosting the workshop,

which GTF believes will be one more milestone in the
tiger agenda. 

Mr.  Keshav  Varma, GTI Program Director, World Bank,
welcomed delegates and participants and thanked the
Government of Vietnam for hosting the workshop and
the Global Tiger Forum for organizing it with GTI
support. He also acknowledged the scientists who came
to advise and support the TRCs to build consensus on a
monitoring framework. He noted that the workshop is
about measuring progress toward the goal of the St.
Petersburg Declaration: doubling the number of wild
tigers by 2022. Also in the St. Petersburg Declaration,
TRC governments committed to convene high-level
meetings on a regular basis to review progress. The
Government of Bangladesh has graciously offered to
host the first such meeting, at a ministerial level, in
Dhaka in late January. He briefly summarized the
GTI/World Bank role: to be accountable to the TRC
heads of governments for ensuring that the
commitments of the Declaration are fulfilled. He then
outlined the three kinds of monitoring to be considered
in the workshop: program monitoring; scientific
monitoring of tigers, prey, and habitat; and evaluation
of protected areas management effectiveness. 

Dr.  Andrey  Kushlin,  GTI Program Coordinator, outlined
how we got to this point, reminding the participants
that monitoring was mandated in the St. Petersburg
Declaration on Tiger Conservation and in the GTRP. He
described the role of the GTF as providing technical
inputs to the GTI Secretariat on two tracks: a common
framework among the TRCs to monitor progress toward
Tx2 and a monitoring and reporting system for GTRP
implementation. 

Dr.  Sejal  Worah,  Workshop Facilitator, WWF, provided a
brief overview of the workshop objectives and the three
types of monitoring to be addressed. She noted that this
was an historic meeting in that all 13 TRCs were
represented at a technical meeting. She next outlined
the expectations of the workshop outcomes, including: 

n Each TRC will have a draft of an objective NTRP
monitoring system. 

n Regarding biological monitoring, what each TRC
needs and how to get there will be determined
along with an agreed process for
developing/implementing appropriate methodology.

n An understanding of the approaches to evaluating
effectiveness of PA management.

n The roles of regional/global partners in monitoring
will be outlined. 

Session  II:  Presentation  of  revised  one-yyear  objectives
based  on  NTRPs  and  self-aassessment  outcomes  from



each  TRC  (Chair:  Dr.  Andrey  Kushlin)

Each TRC presented its to-do list for 2011 and reported
on progress up to August 1. These reports
demonstrated that significant progress has been made
in this very short time. It seems clear that the
momentum and political will generated by the Summit
has elevated the profile of tiger conservation and is
carrying the TRCs forward very impressively. The
following is a sample of the progress reported.

Bangladesh: 50% of Sundarbans revenue will now go to
Community Development groups; small water channel
survey/track survey in 2011 for tiger and prey
abundance completed; increased capacity for stray tiger
immobilization so they are not killed by local forest
people; Tiger Day observed on July 29. 

Bhutan: Bhutan Forest and Enforcement Database set
up; Tiger Day observed on July 29; capacity building
programs were conducted by IFAW/WTI in June and
July.

Cambodia:  CTAP to be published by December 2011;
training on wildlife meat identification was conducted;
there have been strategic patrols of the Eastern Plains
priority landscape. 

China:  organized a workshop on monitoring and
conservation for all subspecies of tigers in China; pilot
implementation of MIST in GLNP in northeast China; the
National Plan for Recovery Wild Tigers in China has been
recognized by central government.

India:  12 new tiger reserves in pipeline; ”e-Eye” in
Corbett Tiger Reserve launched; studies on economic
evaluations of Tiger Reserves approved; all corridors
have been identified. 

Indonesia: 2,277 households in 15,527 ha in BBSNP are
being removed; pilot implementation of MIST in GLNP
and BBSNP; encroachment mitigation taskforce for
conservation areas set up.

Laos:  Xe Pian NPA got US$100,000 to support
management activities; official launch of Lao WEN;
completed REDD feasibility study in NEPL and Nam Pouy
NPAs; started tiger monitoring in Nam Pouy with camera
traps; New Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment set up

Malaysia:  improved legislation; implementation of
awareness program; Ministry to coordinate Central
Forest Spine; increase patrolling and enforcement
activities; state level participation. 

Myanmar:  ensured inviolate core in Hukaung by

renewing declaration; attitude survey of local people
conducted; program for village awareness of wildlife law
begun; Htamanthi Nature Reserve has tigers. 

Nepal:  3 local level transboundary meetings were held;
there is an effort to improve coordination of army,
police, etc. in wildlife law enforcement; new Prime
Minister has committed more money to special tiger
conservation program, reformation of organizational
structure, promote research, formulate and implement
anti-poaching and illegal trade strategy

Russia: Sredneussuriysky ecological corridor to connect
Skihote-Alin and Wandashan is in process of approval;
there is a regular exchange of results of monitoring tiger
and ungulates between experts of Russia and China; 20
rangers have been added to strengthen anti-poaching
brigades in Primorsky and Khabarovsky Regional
Administrations and in federal protected areas.

Thailand:  Regional Tiger Conservation and Research
Center (RTC) at Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary was
established; National Tiger Committee was set up; Smart
Patrol System has been extended to other PAs of
WEFCOM (i.e., Mae Wong+Khlong Lan NPs). 

Vietnam: has finished survey of tiger habitat in 3 of 5
PAs and plan to finish by end of year; celebrated Tiger
Day on July 29; Vietnam CITES Management Authority
in collaboration with relevant agencies and TRAFFIC
organized three transboundary workshops and MOUs
were signed between Vietnam provinces and
neighboring provinces of Lao PDR and Cambodia to
improve wildlife trade control cross the border.

Session  III: Process  Monitoring  Indicators  and  Plans
(Facilitator:  Dr  Sejal  Worah)

During this afternoon session, the facilitator outlined the
rationale for monitoring to assess progress, identify
problems, and adapt strategies if that is necessary. It
was stressed that monitoring is not about creating
winners and losers, or punishing anyone for not
reaching objectives-it's to inform and improve
management and really learn from failure, not sweep it
under the rug. 

A framework for GTRP implementation monitoring in a
matrix format was presented, consisting of:

n Objectives-each TRC's 2011 Priority Activities; 

n Indicators of progress toward completing the
activities; 

n Baseline-the current state;
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n Role-who is responsible for the different activities
and indicators; and 

n A simple Green, Yellow, Red traffic light visual to
show at a glance how things are going toward
meeting the Objective. 

Individual country groups and resource people then
worked to fill in the table to the extent possible in the
time available. Following the exercise, all agreed it was
challenging as well as a very useful approach. TRC
delegates agreed to continue the work with their
colleagues back home and forward the completed
exercise to the GTI and GTF Secretariats by the end of
August. The Secretariats will then compile all of the TRC
inputs, harmonize the terms used so they are consistent
across TRCs, and take care of formatting details and the
like before returning a draft to the TRC focal points for
final inputs. 

Day  2  

Session  I:Biological  Monitoring

Most of Day 2 was devoted to Biological Monitoring of
tigers, prey, and habitat 

Dr.  John  Seidensticker, Smithsonian Institution and GTI
Advisor, opened the session by setting the historical
context for biological monitoring of tigers and prey.

Dr.  Dale  Miquelle,  WCS Russia Program Director,
presented an overview of the rationale, methods,
possible outcomes, and other aspects of scientific
monitoring. Key points are: 

n Scale: monitoring is generally at source sites (usually
PAs, where people work and do interventions) but
landscape-scale monitoring must also be considered. 

n Principles: Accountability requires effective
monitoring; must be honest about successes and
failures; biologically adequate, scientifically rigorous,
and agreed-upon methodologies for comparability;
transparency of the methods, data, and results
through peer-review and publication. 

n Objective: determine abundance of tigers and prey,
as well as survival and recruitment at source sites.

n Tools  for  tiger  monitoring:  capture-recapture
(camera traps, DNA) on a yearly basis.

n Even at very low densities, as in the Russian Far East,
capture-recapture can be used if you really know the
ecology of the tiger.

n Minimum count might be appropriate if capture-
recapture won’t work, but it is important to use only
one method (DNA, photos, sign)--although all of the
data collected should be kept.

n Methods to determine abundance of prey/prey
density: line sampling; occupancy, encounter rates;
this should be done annually.

n To survey larger landscapes use occupancy modeling
of detection/non-detection of tiger sign; landscape
surveys should be conducted every 3-5 years; data
are valuable for management (identifying corridors,
etc) too.

n Must do it right! Get help from experienced
specialists if necessary. 

n Law Enforcement Monitoring to improve onsite
planning and performance. 

n WCS and USGS are preparing a guide book on
biological monitoring protocols, specifically in the
GTI process context, to be available by the end of
2011. Site-specific workshops to address each
unique situation will be offered. 

n Patience and perseverance essential. Tiger
population growth may be rapid at first if numbers
are very low, then growth will slow-it will take at
least about 12 years to double based on tiger
demography.

Dr.  Pete  Cutter,  WWF Thailand, discussed defining
targets for monitoring. Key points: 

n Monitoring is not for numbers alone, it is for
improving management and action or validating that
you're doing it right.

n Monitoring at different scales answers different
management questions. Monitoring in source sites
and PAs is to answer how many tigers, prey density,
carrying capacity, other carnivores, and spatial
patterns/priorities for intervention. In corridors, it
identifies barriers and fragmentation. In the matrix, it
looks at sustainable practices and human-tiger
conflict. At the landscape level, it looks at
connectivity and metapopulation structure.

n Different methods of monitoring answer different
questions and are appropriate to apply at the
different scales noted above. 

In  discussion,  a need for master planning of TCLs was
brought up to address the challenge of PA managers
bringing in all the sectors, noting that there are too
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many infrastructure surprises. Also noted was a need for
monitoring the state of the habitat, for which baseline
data are needed in all TCLs. 

Mr.  S.P.  Yadav discussed the monitoring program in
India, noting that monitoring was about ”Keeping the
pulse of the ecosystem.” He outlined the methods and
results of the 2010 All-India Estimation of Tigers, Co-
predators, and Prey and Status of Habitat. Overall
results: tiger numbers increased over 2006 estimation
but occupied habitat declined by about 12%. 

Four case  studies of scientific monitoring in different
habitat types and under different conditions were
presented to give a sense of how diverse challenges can
be addressed. 

n Bhutan case study, presented by Mr. Lhendup
Tharchen, Coordinator, Tiger and Carnivore
Conservation, Wildlife Conservation Division.

n Sumatra case study presented by Mr. Hariyo
Wibisono (Beebak), Tiger Conservation Coordinator,
WCS Indonesia Program.

n Thailand case study, presented by Mr. Ronasit
Maneesai, Forestry Technical Officer, Department of
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation. 

n Russia case study presented by Dr. Sergey Naidenco,
Leading Scientific Researcher, A.N. Severtsov
Institute of Ecology and Evolution, Russian Academy
of Sciences.

With all of this background, TRC  country  groups worked
to fill in a matrix charting their current biological
monitoring activities and methods, their future plans-the
kinds of monitoring they would like to implement in the
future, and their needs in terms of money, training, and
technical support for biological monitoring of tigers and
prey, and law enforcement monitoring. It was later
agreed that the completed matrices would be returned
to the Secretariats on same schedule as the program
monitoring matrices. 

Session  II:  PA  Management  Effectiveness  Evaluation

Mr.  Mike  Baltzer, Leader, WWF Tiger Network Initiative,
Chair, outlined various systems currently employed to
evaluate management effectiveness in protected areas
including:

n WCPA Management Effectiveness 

n World Bank/WWF Management Effectiveness
Tracking Tool

n World Heritage Sites

n ISO Standards

[NOTE: See http://www.wdpa.org/me/tools.aspx for links
to information on these and other tools for evaluating
protected area management effectiveness.]
Mr.  S.P.  Yadav presented on Management Effectiveness
Evaluation (MEE) of Tiger Reserves in India. The most
recent report is available at
http://www.projecttiger.nic.in/whtsnew/mee_tiger_2011.
pdf. Key points:

n PAs cover 10% of land area and are increasing.
Given this set aside from economic development, we
must be accountable to stakeholders and
demonstrate good management. 

n Evaluation is a tool to assist managers not a tool for
punishment.

n WCPA-MEE Framework: Context, Planning, Inputs,
Process, Outputs, Outcome, with 30 headline
indicators, and each large category is weighted in its
contribution to the total score.

n MEE is basically a SWAT analysis + immediate action
points.

n GTF will provide technical support to any TRC that
wants to implement MEE.

Mr.  Mike  Baltzer presented a concept that WWF is
developing for a tiger PA certification program or ”gold
standard” and is looking for input from the TRCs on
whether they would be interested in helping to further
develop the program. Currently called PACE - T
Protected Area Certificate of Effectiveness (ideas for a
better name were requested), it would define a global
network of outstanding PAs for tigers with certification
as a motivation for effective management. Proposed
next steps are to: 

n Design standards.

n Establish verification bodies.

n Trial in selected parks.

n Gain first 20 PACE-T certified parks.

n Gain endorsement by GTF.

In discussion, it was proposed that accreditation might
be a better descriptor than certification. There was also
a question about whether the program aspired to a
setting a very high gold standard or to encouraging PAs
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to achieve minimum standards. This issue is to be
resolved. 

Day  3  

Session  I: Role  of  Partners
Dr  Sejal  Worah provided an overview of the role of
partners. Each partner in attendance then briefly
outlined what support it could offer. 

n WWF can provide support for all monitoring
activities in the 11 countries and 12 landscapes it
works in as well as support resource mobilization.

n GTF can facilitate and provide technical experts for
tiger and prey estimation and provide technical
support and experts for management effectiveness
evaluation. 

n WCS's work is site-based, in areas of high impact,
with sites in 10 of 13 TRCs. It will collaborate with
anyone interested to produce the guide to biological
monitoring. It can provide a technical team to help
design and implement monitoring systems, and is
developing the SMART software for Law
Enforcement Monitoring. 

n GTI is working to raise resources for the monitoring
Global Support Program through a developing Multi-
donor Trust Fund and may be able to provide seed
funding to trigger early monitoring efforts. It is also
planning to bring donors together to fund NTRPs.

n Smithsonian is offering a capacity building program,
now directed by Mahendra Shrestra, who will be in
touch with each TRC focal point to prioritize their
capacity building needs. Three training sessions are
planned, the first in Nepal later this year. 

It was discussed that broadly partners can provide
support in four areas:

n Help with finishing the implementation monitoring
plan.

n Help with resource mobilization: either help TRCs to
raise money (eg proposal writing) or to give money
directly.

n Help with biological monitoring.

n Help with discussing PA management effectiveness
and the gold standard.

The TRCs then filled in a matrix indicating what partners
might be involved in whatever areas they need help in. 

Session  II: Wrap  Up

Action  Steps
TRCs to complete the matrices on Program Monitoring
and Biological Monitoring and return them to the GTI
and GTF Secretariats by the end of August or sooner if
possible. 
Partners will get back to TRCs with more information
about management effectiveness evaluation options and
can advise on how to select a method.

New  Issues

n A meeting on Law Enforcement Monitoring in the
next few months was agreed to be important

n Andrew Zakharenka reported on the pilot of a State
of Habitat Report.

n The need to develop 2012 priority activities plan
before the end of the year was discussed. 

Closing  Comments

Keshav  Varma congratulated the TRCs on their evident
commitment and hard work. Now partners need to
work quickly to offer coordinated support. It is
important to go to Dhaka will heads held high to
impress the ministers and the international community.
On Smithsonian capacity building, he noted that TRCs
must make sure it's aligned with their needs. The goal
of the proposed State of Habitat Report is to provide
authentic, honest to inform governments, especially for
cross-sectoral engagement. On illegal trade and
poaching, there is a need to know trends based on
good data. He hopes to have some resources via the
MDTF by the Dhaka meeting and encouraged donor
meetings at the country level, to be chaired by World
Bank country directors where possible. Finally he
reiterated that the impact of conferences must be on
the ground at the front lines.

Andrey  Kushlin reported on the training for senior TRC
customs/police officials to be provided by ICCWC in
Bangkok in November. 

S.P.  Yadav thanked Vietnam for hosting the workshop
and also thanked the focal points of GTF and GTI, all
TRC delegates, and the resource people. 

Mr.  Do  Quang  Tung thanked all participants, especially
all 13 TRC delegates, and said he was looking forward
to future cooperation.

S.P.  Yadav  closed the workshop.
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BANGLADESH
Saturday, September 10, 2011

Tiger  Conservation:  Reality,  recognition  and  rights
Dr Mohammad Ali

Tigers are maverick animals. They are supposed to live
long in this world. Instead, they are disappearing rapidly.
No doubt celebrating ‘tiger day’ will raise awareness to
safeguard this majestic animal; however, we hope the
affiliated institutions will continue creating a congenial
environment for safety and sustainability of tiger
population.

Commonly such safety and protection are provided
through declaring protected areas (PAs) like game
reserves, wildlife sanctuary, and even national parks.
There are overlapping forest reserves and tiger reserves
in the Sunderbans as well. The overlapping is because
what is for the Sunderbans is for Tiger and what is for
Tiger is for the Sunderbans. The Sunderbans and Tigers
are inseparable. We wish that the ‘tiger day’ will benefit
both Tigers and the Sunderbans.

However, in Bangladesh situation continuing

relationship between Forest Departments (FD) in charge
of PAs and the local communities living in and around
PAs are discouraging. The approach of PA management
in Bangladesh is different from western approach.
Western PAs constitute creating pristine zones by
excluding local communities whereas Bangladesh PAs
invite active participation of communities. Of course
people do participate in western PAs as well but such
participation is spontaneous and influenced by
consciousness; whereas, participation in our country is
operational and induced by motivation.

Despite illegitimate human killing is considered as the
main reason of tiger disappearance. The Balinese tiger
was extinct long ago in 1930s due to hunting. Caspian
and Java tiger are also extinct due to human pressure.
The extinction of Java tiger is very recent only in 1970s.
In that regard the effort for tiger conservation is not
very old. Presently there are only six sub-species of tiger



remaining in the world. All of them are endangered.
The total number of individuals of all tiger species
around the world is estimated to be alarmingly low, 
only 3200. Tigers are visible in only 7% areas of their
natural home range. Among them the abundance of the
Bengal Tiger is highest close to 1100 in India and
Bangladesh. In the Bangladesh part Tigers are available
in the Sunderbans only and their number is less than
500.

Although higher in number, the Bengal tiger is more
prone to extinction because they have the highest
interaction with human beings. Ecologically they occupy
only one habitat, the Sunderbans. They often hunt on
livestock and kill people. Many people die in the
Sunderbans due to tiger attack. All of them increase the
probability of their extinction. They are more vulnerable
because they are surrounded by about eight million
people living around the Sunderbans and troubled by
three million people entering in the Sunderbans every
year. There is no doubt that if these people do not
cooperate there is no possibility that tigers in the
Sunderbans could be saved.

Albeit, how we arrange participation does matter, the
motivational part is very subjective. This is largely
because the tools we use for motivation are mainly
monetary incentives and NGO perceptive. NGOs in
general are very active and successful in their missions;
however, in practice they are multilevel profit seeking
liaison between the government, people and
international agencies. If there is no money, there will
be no motivation, thereby, no participation can be
expected. Moreover, the responsibility and liability of
NGOs are minimal. At least the Wildlife Act does not
have such provision. Therefore, the long term
conservation of tiger may be affected seriously. Though
harsh to generalize, we can say motivations are tool-
dependent; thereby, motivational participation needs
some additional planning for long term solution.

In our country situation of long term perspective is even
bleak, because, NGO involvement is essential tool for
any kind of participation. On the other hand, the
traditionalism that the forestry people carry from their
British ancestors till now generates mistrust. We do not
know how many ages they will take to achieve the trust
of people. Neither have we known whether tigers will
live that long. The least we can say, to save tigers
professional people have to be trustable to the general
people the sooner the better otherwise many things will
be relocated somewhere else including their
professionalism. Vis a vis we request the nation to
imagine, if any other professional group (e g., Justice)
loses the trust of people, as we see with forestry groups,
what would be the setback before the nation could
rebuild it again?

Otherwise, the operational participation of people is
good. The hardworking people of our country are very
much dedicated; however, seldom look at
professionalism. Once motivated, our politicians do not
necessitate allowing officers and professionals working
in their respective areas. As a result, trained
professionals cannot exhibit professionalism and
eventually lose the attribute. On the other hand, people
develop a peculiar skill for making their boss happy
(traditionally called oiling) but not professionalism.
Therefore, appropriate skills are replaced by ‘oiling’ and
the professionalism gets relocated from professionals to
consultants. If the consultants are from overseas, then
the professionalism finds its way seven seas away from
the host country.

For tiger conservation FD is much dependent on 
local people. However, they cannot approach local
people directly. NGOs are essential intermediary. 
It is a pity that people do not trust them directly. 
Neither the politicians do. Not to blame almost
everywhere the forestry professionals have been
portrayed not more than burglar of public resources. I
do not know how these professionals will work under
the teeth of saw. Some people have reservation even to
recognize them as professionals; particularly, when they
have repeatedly failed to cater a policy for recruiting
trained professionals. They do not see how other
professionals like engineers, doctors, and 
agriculturists practice their recruitment. If they think that
they can train people professionally after recruitment
when they are supposed to practice, they are in wrong
mode. It is political rather than professional. They 
will be losing productive times (Youthful) and public
resources for training rather than producing. We hope
that our tigers will be saved professionally rather than
politically.

The writer is faculty member Department of
Environmental Science and Management, North South
University.

Bangladesh,  India  sign  framework  cooperation
agreement  
English.news.cn 2011-09-07

DHAKA, Sept. 6 (Xinhua) — Bangladesh and India on
Tuesday signed the ”Framework Cooperation
Agreement for Development” along with a number of
agreements, protocols and Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs) between the two South Asian
neighbors.

Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and visiting
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh signed the
agreement after one and a half-hour official talks here
in Dhaka Tuesday afternoon.
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The two sides also signed a protocol on land boundary
agreement, a MoU on cooperation on renewable
energy, overland transit facilities from Nepal through
India to Bangladesh, conservation of the world largest
mangrove forests Sundarbans and conservation of Royal
Bengal Tigers.

They also signed MoUs on cooperation in the field of
fisheries, between the Dhaka University and the
Jawaharlal Nehru University, and between the state-
owned Bangladesh Television and the state- run
television Indian Doordarshan.

CAMBODIA

GOVERNMENT’S  PROTECTED  LANDSCAPE  OFFICIALS  IN
MONDULKIRI  PROVINCE  AWARDED  EXCELLENCE  IN
LAW  ENFORCEMENT
Sunday, December 18, 2011

Sen Monorom town, Cambodia- Forestry
Administration, Ministry of Environment and Provincial
Police officials receive award for Best Law Enforcement
Monitoring Effort in critical tiger landscape presented by
the WWF’s Tiger Alive Initiative at a ceremony today
attended by Government Officials from these institutions
and from the Governor Office, representatives from
provincial judiciary and WWF staff.

The award illustrates the importance of the work that
protected area officials, rangers and WWF teams
achieved on the ground in their mission against
poaching of tiger, prey and other illegal activities.

In his speech to participants, His Excellency Heng Sam
Nang, Deputy Governor of Mondulkiri province, said
that this international award was making history
because this was the first of its kind ever presented to
the provincial enforcement unit.

”With this pride, the enforcement effort needs to
continue stronger in order to provide security to the
landscape’s significant animal species and protect them
from wildlife trade,” he added.

Cambodia is among 13 tiger range countries worldwide.
The Eastern Plains Landscape in Mondulkiri is one of the
few tiger landscapes together with China, Indonesia,
India and Nepal to be rewarded for Excellence for
protection efforts.

Forestry Administration, Ministry of Environment and
Police officials believe the award is a good motivation
for all patrol members and will increase effectiveness in
their enforcement action.

”We are very pleased to receive this award, which
represents the values of every piece of our action on the
ground,” said Mr Keo Sopheak, Forestry
Administration’s Mondulkiri Protected Forest Manager.

Mr Samrangdy Vicheth, Ministry of Environment’s
Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary Manager, said that the
award honoured the enforcement effort by the
Government in protected areas management and
preservation of country’s wildlife heritage.

This awarding also excites the WWF’s Cambodian youth
tiger ambassadors, who use this opportunity for raising
awareness among other youth about the importance of
tiger conservation. They have organized an online forum
on facebook from 11th until 13th of December.

Ms Keang Seangly, one of the ambassadors, said that
she was happy to continue to support global youth tiger
actions and promote awareness about tiger among
Cambodian young generations.

The Eastern Plains Landscape has the best potential for
tiger recovery and prey restoration. Tiger experts say it
has perhaps the highest potential in Asia to help tiger
populations recover.

With technical support from WWF, a mobile
enforcement team led by the Forestry Administration
operates all over Mondulkiri province to stop the trade
in wildlife and forest products. In addition, Forestry
Administration and Ministry of Environment staff patrol
regularly inside Mondulkiri Protected Forest and Phnom
Prich Wildlife Sanctuary respectively.

”The high levels of law enforcement effort by nearly 60
rangers patrolling regularly inside and outside protected
areas is a big deterrent for poachers,” said Ms Michelle
Owen, Conservation Programme Manager with WWF-
Cambodia. ”However much more effort is needed in
order to eradicate poaching in this critically important
landscape,” she continued. (From WWF)

CHINA

‘It’s  really  good  stuff’:  undercover  at  a  Chinese  tiger
bone  wine  auction
Posted by Jonathan Watts Tuesday 6 December 2011
11.18 GMTguardian.co.uk

Sales of such products are forbidden - but buyers turned
up in droves and uniformed police were conspicuous by
their absence

Is China serious about ending the trade in tigers and
other endangered animals?
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The question posed itself last Saturday as I sat at an
auction in Beijing watching the hammer go down on
cases of spirits and tonics fortified with tiger, rhino horn
and pangolin.

Sales of such products are forbidden by Chinese law
and international convention, yet even though the event
at the Kunlun hotel had been advertised the previous
night on state television and flagged up by outraged
conservation groups, uniformed police were initially
conspicuous by their absence.

The buyers, however, had turned up in droves, or more
precisely in Audis and BMWs, for this was a sale aimed
very much at the affluent middle class.

Nobody could be mistaken about the contents. The
auction house -Googut - had devoted more than a
dozen pages in their catalogue to tiger bone wine.
Many other liquors up for sale included tiger as a
medicinal ingredient to ”stave off chills, improve
circulation and eliminate fatigue”. The starting prices
ranged from 5,000 yuan (£500) to 200,000 yuan
(£20,000) per case.

On the screen at the front of the hall, a photograph of
each item flashed up on the screen and a counter in
four currencies clicked upwards as the auctioneer called
out bids from the audience.

I watched silently at first, recalling that exactly one year
earlier I had been listening to the Chinese prime
minister, Wen Jiabao, reaffirm his country’s ban on such
products at a global tiger summit in St Petersburg. I also
knew that overhead two giant pandas were being flown
in a chartered plane to Edinburgh zoo, where they
would be presented as symbols of China’s commitment
to conservation.

I decided to reveal that I was a journalist so I could ask
the backroom auction staff about the apparent illegality
of the items on sale. They told me they were produced
before the State Council banned all trade in tiger and
rhino horn products in 1993 and are therefore legal. But
this was a half truth. The State Council also ordered that
older items be sealed and removed from sale. Ahead of
the auction, conservation groups raised this issue with
the government.

”It doesn’t matter whether the tiger bone products are
pre-ban or not, their trade is forbidden by the
Convention on International Trade inEndangered Species
and domestically in all tiger range states,” said Grace Ge
Gabriel of the International Fund for Animal Welfare.

”Moreover, the sale of tiger products of any kind
confuses the public, stimulates market demand and

fuels poaching of tigers.”
The NGO protest made a difference. On the day of the
auction, the security bureau of the State Forestry
Administration ordered Googut to halt the auction of
tiger bone wine.

But it was only a partial clampdown - and I wonder how
seriously it would have been taken if the auctioneers
had not realised that there was a reporter present. Up
until the moment I revealed I was a journalist, the
auctioneer had coasted through an earlier part of the
catalogue, covering cases of spirits (not wine) that
contained tiger ingredients.

Once my journalistic identity was known, however, the
police arrived and made a show of locking one of the
doors. The staff quietly insisted I leave the hall because I
was not a buyer. I do not question their right to do so,
but I doubt their motives. (I was not the only person
watching without a bidders’ card and nobody had cared
about my presence before I started asking questions). I
whispered back that I wanted to stay a few extra
minutes so I could be sure that the bidding for tiger
wine would be halted, as the authorities had ordered.
Three plain clothes security men then flanked my chair
and kept nudging me to leave.

I quietly held my ground, guessing they would be
reluctant to make a fuss in such upmarket company.
Soon after it was clear that I had no intention of
moving, one of the backroom staff went to the front
and whispered something to the auctioneer. It may have
been mere coincidence, but a few minutes later, just as
the sale of the tiger wine was due to begin, the
auctioneer announced a postponement. There were
audible groans among the audience.

”It’s a real pity,” one man told me as he walked back to
his car. ”I came here just for the tiger bone wine. It’s
really good stuff, but I haven’t been able to buy any for
a long time.”

Looking back, the curtailed auction was encouraging
and disturbing. Conservationists have rightly praised the
government for taking action. But serious questions
remain. Why didn’t the authorities intervene earlier?
Why did the sale of some tiger products go ahead while
others were halted? Will the unsold bottles now either
be confiscated or will ”pre-ban items” be sold on the
quiet?

The authorities acknowledge outstanding difficulties
with enforcement. ”We don’t know yet whether the
liquor will be taken off the market for good,” said an
official at the State Forestry Administration, who
declined to give her name. ”We cannot guarantee that.
All I can say is that we are trying to take measures to
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stop it.”
The auction showed that demand is strong, but - more
hopefully - the risks to suppliers and middlemen are
rising.

Googut staff said they had not yet decided what to do
about the tiger wine. When the Guardian posed as a
customer and called them, one member of staff said it
may be possible to arrange a sale directly from the
owner. Another later said this would not be allowed.
”Tiger wine causes us too much trouble. I don’t think
we will sell any after this.”

That kind of corporate thinking could make a difference.
The chief executive of Googut, Liu Xiaowei and
(knowingly or not) the management of Jinjiang
International - the company behind the Kunlun hotel -
surely have more to lose than to gain through their
involvement in an illegal trade that is killing off one of
China - and Asia’s - best-loved animals. Saving the tiger
should be good business sense.

ENVIRONMENTAL  INVESTIGATION  AGENCY  wrote to
the State Forestry Administration, Government of the
People’s Republic of China, commending them for
taking action to halt the auction of tiger bone wine on
the 3rd December 2011, and to alert them to online
auction adverts that suggest further sales of tiger bone
wine scheduled to take place at the end of 2011. EIA
urged the State Forestry Administration to once again
intervene. The sale of tiger bone wine sends a mixed
message to consumers and traders, seriously
undermining the government of China’s efforts to
eliminate demand. EIA appealed to the State Forestry
Administration to ensure that action is taken to stop any
further sale of tiger bone wine, to consolidate and
destroy remaining stocks, and that appropriate
enforcement action is taken against those who have
breached the State Council order prohibiting the sale of
tiger bone products.

INDIA

Tiger  trail
Dec 29, 2011, 12.00AM IST, TOI

The latest tiger population census showed the numbers
rising from 1,411 in 2008 to an estimated 1,706. Yet
the National Tiger Conservation Authority seems not to
be taking any chances. It`s to conduct yearly censuses in
India`s 39 tiger reserves, besides the customary
headcount every four years. While it`ll provide
equipment like camera traps to capture data for
analysis, field workers will train for upgraded tracking
exercises. With periodic alarms raised about vanishing
tigers - recall Sariska or Panna - and credible information

about their plight in our tiger belts often hard to come
by, the move makes sense. Annual counts will make the
conservation effort more accountable, simply by keeping
field personnel on their toes.

While success in tiger conservation has been uneven
across India, 12% of tiger habitat has been lost in just
four years thanks to encroachment. Poaching remains
lucrative business, not least due to enduring demand for
tiger parts in places like China. Nor is the poacher-forest
official nexus a secret. It`s no wonder tiger-rich
Karnataka is to form a Special Tiger Protection Force, a
first in India. Taking on poachers and smugglers, STPF
patrols must feature in other tiger-dense states too. Let`s
also boost well-regulated tourism to nurture both tigers
and the ecosystem that the big cats are part of. By
attracting resources and attention to commercially
packaged reserves, conservation will offer its own
economic incentive. The more cocooned protected
zones are, the less transparently they`re managed. Let`s
make the tiger accessible to wildlife enthusiasts. That
way, we`ll spread awareness about the endangered
animal and raise collective stakes in its protection.

State  to  requisition  trap  cameras  for  tiger  count
Anindo Dey, TNN Nov 11, 2011, 06.53AM IST

Jaipur:  The state will shortly be requisitioning more trap
cameras from the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) as it embarks on Phase IV of the All India Tiger
Estimation exercise along with other tiger reserves of the
country. The Phase IV tiger estimation comprises
intensive, annual monitoring of important ‘source’
populations of tigers through trap cameras.

According to state forest officials, this process has been
on at the Ranthambore national park and some other
reserves for the past three or four years. ”This year for
the first time it will be carried out at all tiger reserves
across the country,” officials said.

We will be needing about 280 trap cameras for
Ranthambore and 110 cameras for the Sariska reserve.
We already have 100 cameras at Ranthambore and 10
at Sariska. For the remaining we will be writing to the
NTCA who will fund us for the same,” said U M Sahai,
chief wildlife warden, Rajasthan.

The NTCA initiative will be implemented across 41
protected areas and is being seen as an important
milestone in tiger conservation. Officials said the annual
monitoring at each tiger reserve will help get regular
updates on the number and health of tiger population
across the country, instead of getting the same after
three or four years.

The Phase IV estimation is expected to begin in
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December, but before that field director of all the
reserves have been called for a workshop in Delhi by the
NTCA on November 25.

Officials revealed that though the data will be collected
at the reserve level under the chief wildlife warden with
help from NHOs but it will be analysed by the Wildlife
Institute of India in Dehradun. ”This is the most
scientific process to be followed till now for estimation
of the tiger population. Trap cameras will be set up
every 5 sq km. These cameras will detect any movement
and take pictures thus helping us to exactly identify
each individual tiger,” officials said.

The exercise will also include prey population monitoring
and will be done only in tiger reserves. The fourth phase
will help know mortality, dispersal, breeding and other
population dynamics of tigers. During the first eight
days, sign survey will be conducted. Depending on
results, camera traps will be deployed at probable sites.
The exercise will be conducted every year, officials said.

No  tourism  in  core  area,  NTCA  to  SC
Vijay Pinjarkar, TNN Nov 4, 2011, 12.36AM IST

NAGPUR: All eyes are on the Supreme Court which is
set to decide the special leave petition (SLP)
implementing ban all kinds of tourism in core and tiger
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reserves on November 9.

The case has become more interesting after the National
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) filed an affidavit
admitting that core/critical tiger habitats (CTHs) would
not be used for any form of tourism, and the ongoing
tourism activities in such areas should be phased out
infringe and buffer.

The NTCA’s affidavit has been filed by Sanjay Kumar,
assistant inspector general (AIG), on a SLP by Ajay
Dubey, the secretary of Bhopal-based environment
protection NGO Prayatna.

The NTCA has submitted that Section 38 (V) 4 (I) of the
Act provides that ”core or CTHs of national parks and
sanctuaries be kept as inviolate for the purpose of tiger
conservation, without affecting the rights of the
scheduled tribes or such other forest dwellers, and
notified as such by the state government in consultation
with an expert committee constituted for the purpose”.

”The word ‘inviolate’ has to be read in toto i.e. after
notification of the core or CTH by the government
under Section 38-V of the WPA 1972, the areas should
kept inviolate for tiger conservation. ‘Inviolate’ means
without any disturbance by human beings. There is also
an ecological necessity to conserve critical corridor
connectivity for saving the tigers,” the NTCA affidavit
states.

The respondent further stated that the amendment has
strengthened the hands of chief wildlife wardens to
achieve mainstream tiger conservation in other
production landscapes for avoiding human-tiger conflict,
besides addressing the ‘source-sink’ dynamics of tiger,
which requires an inviolate space of 800-1,200 sq km
area for viable population.
Submitting the revised guidelines of ‘Project Tiger’, the
NTCA said that core/critical tiger habitats have to be
kept inviolate and only management interventions can
be allowed by the state government in the said area. In
such areas, if tourism activities are taking place, they are
required to be phased out in the fringe and buffer
areas.

”The development of tourism related facilities in the
buffer zones of tiger reserves will continue with inputs
under Project Tiger. The opportunities for stakeholders
will include management of low cost accommodation
for tourists, providing guide services, providing sale
outlets, managing excursions and organizing ethnic
dances,” the NTCA says.

The NTCA also submitted that from time to time it has
issued several directions to the state governments for
protection of tigers. ”Park officers or state authorities

are bound to comply with the directions,” the NTCA
said.

Tiger,  tiger  burning  bright  in  Orang
Naresh Mitra, TNN Nov 19, 2011, 01.42PM IST

GUWAHATI: It’s a time of glory for Rajiv Gandhi Orang
National Park. The latest National Tiger Conservation
Authority’s (NTCA) report on tiger density that was
released recently pegged Orang, which lies on the
northern bank of Brahmaputra and about 150 km 
from here, as boasting the second highest tiger density
in the country after Corbett Tiger Reserve in
Uttarakhand.

According to the NTCA report - ‘Status of tigers, co-
predators and prey in India, 2010’ - Corbett leads in
tiger density with 17.83 tigers per 100 square km while
Orang comes in a close second with 17.68 per 100
square km.

Kaziranga, which had the highest tiger density last year,
is in the fourth position after Bandhavgarh tiger reserve
this year. The NTCA report said Kaziranga’s tiger density
is 15.92 per 100 square km while Bandhavgarh’s is
16.25 per 100 square km.

Last year’s camera trap analysis for tiger density
estimation in Kaziranga, carried out over an area of 144
square km, threw up a figure of 32 tigers per 100
square km. Kaziranga National Park has a total area of
430 square km.

”Last year, Kaziranga’s tiger estimate was done over
144 square km and the density was recorded at 32
tigers per 100 square km, which is the highest among
tiger reserves in the country. The latest NTCA report,
however, covers 433 square km of Kaziranga’s area and
has revealed a tiger density of 15.92 per 100 square
km,” said M Firoz Ahmed, one of the wildlife biologists
involved in tiger estimation in the state.

The densities of two other tiger reserves in the state -
Manas and Pakke-Nameri - are 1.79 per 100 square km
and 7.13 per 100 square km respectively.

The high tiger density in the 74 square km area of
Orang indicates a healthy big cat population in the
national park. ”We are extremely happy that Orang has
the second highest tiger density in the country. Two
tiger cubs, about three months old, with their mother
were also spotted by our staff at Jhaoni camp of the
park in the past 10 days. The new births have added to
the big cat population and brought cheer to all of us,”
Mangaldoi wildlife divisional officer, Sushil Kumar Daila,
said.
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On the flipside, the increased tiger density has become
also a cause for concern for the Orang authorities.
”Tigers often stray out of the park and kill cattle in
fringe villages because of high density of population.
This has led to retaliatory tiger poisoning by villagers.
There have been seven cases of tiger poisoning in the
area over the past six years,” Daila said.

Last year, 12 cattle were killed by tigers outside the
park. There was only one case of tiger poisoning last
year while there has been no such case this year so far.
”We signed an MoU with WWF-India last year for
paying ex-gratia at the rate of Rs 2,500 per cattle killed
by tigers outside the park. All 38 pending ex-gratia
cases since 2007 will also be covered under the MoU.
The money has been received and will be disbursed
among the cattle-owners shortly,” Daila added.
Conservationists have raised the ante for declaring
Orang a tiger reserve. However, the small geographical
area of the park has thrown a spanner in the works and
has prevented the park from being declared a tiger
reserve.

4  new-bborn  tiger  cubs  spotted  in  Tadoba
Pradip Kumar Maitra, Hindustan Times
Nagpur, November 21, 2011

The birth of four more tiger cubs in Tadoba tiger
reserves in Chandrapur, some 150 kms from Nagpur in
eastern Maharashtra announced the ‘roar’ing success
for the tiger conservation efforts. The field director of
Tadoba tiger reserves, Vinaykumar Sinha, said that four
newborn tiger cubs were spotted in a camera trap
(automated camera to capture photographs of wild
animals) last week in Moharli forest range. With this,
Tadoba has probably become the first tiger reserve in
the country where 32 newborn tiger cubs were spotted
since January 2010.
Sinha said that the population of big cats in the
reserves, including its buffer zone, has now reached 69.
”There is more hope for India’s tiger conservation,” he
said and informed that 17 cubs were spotted in April-
July last year alone.

The four cubs were seen over the past two months in
Moharli area, the latest sighting being on Wednesday,
Sinha added. It is believed that a tigress gave birth in
September this year.

The camera trap also captured tigress moving around
with her two-three month cubs. A tigress takes her cubs
out in the open only when they were strong enough, he
pointed out.

”When the news of newborn cubs came to us, the
wildlife wing installed cameras to know the position and
movement of the tigresses and the cubs. The forest

guards were monitoring the movements of the tigress
and the cubs regularly in the range,” Sinha said. More
camera traps have been installed in the forest areas to
confirm if there were more cubs.

Sinha said there could be possibilities of newcomers in
the reserves in the days to come. He, however, denied
disclosing the location of two big cats for security
reasons. The two tigresses are being keenly monitored
since then, he informed.

The Tadoba Tiger Reserve is spread over 623 sq kms of
high hills and lush valleys covered with dense teak and
bamboo forests. The reserve is also home to wild dogs,
leopards, sloth bears, bisons, and hyenas and jungle
cats, apart from 69 tigers.

Meanwhile, a full-grown tiger was found on Sunday
evening near Bothbahattar village, adjacent of
Tipeshwar wildlife sanctuary, some 210 kms from
Nagpur in Yavatmal district.

A preliminary investigation revealed that it might be the
handiwork of poachers. The chief conservator of forests
(Wildlife), A Ashraf, confirmed the death of tiger and
informed that a four-member committee was
constituted to investigate the cause of the death of
beast.

INDONESIA
Indonesia urged to take effective measures to protect
threatened species
English.news.cn 2011-10-07 13:20:56

JAKARTA,  Oct. 7 (Xinhua) — Environmental activists
have derided the Indonesian justice system as ineffectual
in protecting the country’s most recognizable
threatened species, the Sumatran tiger, after
prosecutors demanded just 3 million (about 340 US
dollars) in fines in a poaching case. Local media reported
on Friday.

In a rare case of an endangered species trader actually
ending up before a judge, the suspect was caught red-
handed with a Sumatran tiger skin in Payakumbuh,
West Sumatra, in March. ”In the Payakumbuh case, the
trader purchased the tiger skin for 25 million rupiah
(about 2,799 US dollars) in cash, while the sentencing
demand was just 3 million rupiah. Meanwhile, he was
planning to sell the skin on for 150 million (about
16,700 US dollars). A fine of just 3 million rupiah is a
joke for someone like him,” Retno Setiyaningrum, a
legal and policy officer for conservation organization
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Indonesia said on Thursday.

The trader is thought to be a ”big fish” in the illegal
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trade, buying skins from poachers and selling them on
to wealthy buyers, possibly overseas.

Sumatran tigers are considered a subspecies, genetically
distinct from mainland tiger populations due to around
12,000 years of isolation after the Holocene sea level
rose. There are estimated to be less than 400 individuals
surviving in the wild, while two more subspecies have
already become extinct, the Bali tiger in the 1950s and
the Javan tiger in the 1970s.

Activists say a larger fine is needed to provide a
deterrent against poaching of the endangered species.
Retno asked whether the justice system was serious
about defending the interests of wildlife in Indonesia.

”The speed at which the Sumatran tiger is headed for
extinction isn’t taken into account, so there’s no
deterrent effect,” she was quoted by the Jakarta Globe
as saying.

Retno added that the law allowed for fines of up to 100
million rupiah (about 11,190 US dollars) and prison
sentences of up to five years. The recent prosecution in
the Payakumbuh case requested a prison term of three
years. Another WWF staffer, Osmantri, gave examples
from Riau, which contains much of the remaining tiger
habitat. ”From 2001 to 2011, there were five arrests
made for trade in Sumatran tigers in Riau province, but
only one made it to court,” Osmantri said. From 2005
to 2010, at least 40 tigers were known to have been
killed in the province.

Greenpeace  finds  massive  deforestation  at  Sumatran
tiger  habitat
English.news.cn 2011-09-23 20:07:44

JAKARTA, Sept. 23 (Xinhua) — Greenpeace announced
Friday that it had found apparent forest destruction
evidence in Indonesia’s Riau forests, home to
endangered Indonesia’s Sumatran tiger species.

On Friday, activists from Greenpeace, the international
nature conservancy organization, found and
documented the evidence of forests destruction in
Sumatra, during the organization’s ”Tiger Tour”
program for saving Sumatran tiger from extinction.

Five Greenpeace activists witnessed several trucks loaded
with forest timber going back and forth without any
authorization during their operation en route from
Pekanbaru to Rokan Hilir on Thursday, the statement
said.

The wood on the trucks are not industry timber but
natural forest wood, proving that the destruction of
natural forests is still ongoing nearby.

On Friday, the activists tried to see the condition of
important tiger habitat forest, Senepis Forest in Rokan
Hilir District, Riau Province. But when the activists arrived
at Senepsis Forest, they saw only destroyed forests, the
statement said.

In 2007, the Ministry of Forestry designated Senepis,
which is a peat forest, to be a conservation forest for
the Sumatran Tiger. However, the forest is now owned
by three companies belonging to Sinar Mas’ Pulp and
Paper Division (PT. Ruas Utama Jaya and PT Suntara
Gaja Pati) respectively.

Greenpeace activists then managed to get inside the
concession of PT. Ruas Utama Jaya. Again, they saw
destroyed forests. The company had also built canals
resulting in the drying out of carbon-rich peatlands.

”What we have witnessed in the last two days is indeed
sad. The Sumatran tigers’ forest home continues to be
destroyed. But seeing this destruction has made us more
determined than ever to save Indonesia’s last remaining
forests,” said Rusmadya Maharuddin, Greenpeace
Southeast Asia forest campaigner in the statement.

”We must fight to save Indonesia’s remaining forests.
We’re presenting the evidence of the destruction, and
inviting all the people of Indonesia to join us and be a
‘Tiger Eyes’. The companies responsible must stop their
destructive practices and shift to more responsible
operations, while the Government must review all
existing concessions and protect peatland immediately,”
Rusmadya added, referring to the name of
Greenpeace’s activities to save Sumatran tigers from
extinction.

According to the existing data, only around 400 tigers
left in the wild in Sumatra forets. The Indonesian
government estimated that more than one million
hectares of forest were being cleared every year.

With the current rates of forest destruction, this
magnificent animal that has inspired Indonesia’s rich
culture, is likely to follow its predecessors, the Javanese
and Bali tiger, into extinction.

Five  rare  wild  cat  species  caught  on  camera
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta | Thu, 11/17/2011 8:05 AM

After an amazing five of the seven wild cat species
found in Sumatra were recently caught on camera in
tracts of forest being rapidly lost to deforestation, WWF-
Indonesia is urging companies and authorities to take
immediate action to protect the area.

Conducted in a forest of rich biodiversity known as
Bukit Tigapuluh or Thirty Hills, the WWF survey captured
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on camera the Sumatran tiger, clouded leopard, marble
cat, golden cat and leopard cat.

All of the wild cats were found in an unprotected forest
corridor between the Bukit Tigapuluh forest landscape
and the Rimbang Baling Wildlife sanctuary in Riau
province. The area is threatened by encroachment and
forest clearance for industrial plantations.

”Four of these species are protected by Indonesian
government regulations and are listed as threatened by
extinction on the IUCN Red List,” Karmila Parakkasi,
coordinator of the WWF-Indonesia Tiger Research Team,
said in a statement made available to The Jakarta Post
Wednesday.

”This underscores the rich biodiversity of the Bukit
Tigapuluh landscape and the forest corridors that
connect to it. These amazing cat photos also remind us
of how much we could lose as more of these fragile
forests are lost to logging, plantations and illegal
encroachment.”

During a three-month systematic sampling in the forest
corridor this year, the camera trapping resulted in 404
photos of wild cats, including 226 Sumatran tigers, 77
clouded leopards, 70 golden cats, four marbled cats and
27 leopard cats.

In May 2011, WWF-Indonesia released video footage
from a camera trap of three young tiger siblings
playfully chasing a leaf. That footage was taken in the
same area of the current batch of wild cat photos.

”Unfortunately, much of the natural forest area in the
landscape is threatened by large-scale clearance for
industrial logging, pulp and paper, as well as illegal
encroachment for oil palm plantation development,”
said Aditya Bayunanda, WWF-Indonesia’s coordinator
for the Global Forest Trade Network Programme.

”The abundant evidence of these five wild cat species
suggests that the concession licenses of companies
operating in these areas, such as Barito Pacific, should
be reviewed and adjusted according to Indonesian
Forestry Ministry regulations P.3/Menhut-II/2008, which
states that concession areas with the presence of
endangered species should be protected by the
concessionaire.

WWF-Indonesia has also called on protection for areas
bordering Bukit Tigapuluh National Park, either by
expanding the park or managing it under the current
forest ecosystem restoration scheme,” he continued.

At a Nov. 2, 2011 WWF event in Jakarta, Forestry
Minister Zulkifli Hasan publicly stated his support for

issuing a license for a forest ecosystem restoration
scheme in Bukit Tigapuluh.

Bukit Tigapuluh is designated a ”global priority Tiger
Conservation Landscape” and is one of six landscapes
the government of Indonesia pledged to protect at last
year’s International Tiger Forum, or Tiger Summit, of
world leaders in St. Petersburg, Russia.

After intensive surveys this year of the Bukit Tigapuluh
and Tesso Nilo landscapes in Sumatra, the forest
corridor between Rimbang Baling and Bukit Tigapuluh
was found to contain the most wild cats.

Sumatran  tiger  rescued
October 27 2011 at 10:33am 

The Sumatran Tiger Conservation Foundation (YPHS) has
announced the successful rescue and planned relocation
of an endangered two-year-old Sumatran tiger. The
tiger, named Bima, was rescued in Riau Province, after
being caught in human-tiger conflict.

This follows the successful rescue last August of another
Sumatran tiger, named Putri, which was subsequently
relocated to Sembilang National Park, in eastern
Sumatra. The two rescues were both supported by Asia
Pulp & Paper Group (APP), which has been a long
standing partner of the YPHS.

”We are thrilled to have rescued Bima, and to have
added him to the ranks of the Sumatran tigers that we
have helped protect,” said Bastoni (single name), the
senior YPHS conservationist, who led the team that
saved Putri and cared for the tiger for several months
before its eventual release in Sembilang National Park.

”Our relocation process is extremely delicate. Safely
rescuing a tiger that has come into contact with humans,
conducting a thorough medical assessment, ensuring it
remains safe and healthy, and ready to be returned back
to wild, is our objective. Orchestrating a successful
release is a precarious undertaking marked by months of
meticulous planning and hard work,” he said.

Human-tiger conflict has existed in Indonesia for
thousands of years. According to some independent
reports, tiger numbers have declined due to poaching.
Tonny Sumampouw, a wildlife expert from Safari Park
Indonesia, said growing human populations in Sumatra
are the main cause of the increasing human-tiger
conflict in Sumatra.

The YPHS organisation was set up to address these
issues, and to protect both villagers and tigers by
relocating the animals to less populous areas that offer
conditions in which they can thrive.
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The rescue of Bima took place last month. In line with
the Forestry Ministry’s decrees on managing wildlife
conflict, the Riau Natural Resources Conservation
Agency (BKSDA), together with Bastoni’s team, lead a
task force to track and protect the male tiger. As was
the case with Putri, Bastoni was able to successfully
rescue Bima.

the team has transported Bima to a safe location in the
heart of the Sumatran forest, where APP has built an
observation point designed to protect wildlife in
transfer. The observation process began last week. Bima
was recorded and underwent a comprehensive series of
medical checks by a team of veterinarian experts from
Taman Safari Indonesia (Safari Park Indonesia) to ensure
his wellbeing.

Bima was found to be in stable condition and good
health. The animal continues to be well-cared for and is
fed a natural and healthy diet of live prey, while
Bastoni’s team identifies a potential locale for its safe
relocation and ultimate release back into the wild.

Aida Greenbury, Managing Director of APP, said: ”We’re
delighted that Bima’s rescue and relocation is now under
way, and that he will soon be able to live a long healthy
life in his new home. Ultimately, our goal is to increase
the numbers of Sumatran tigers and to provide a more
sustainable habitat for this native Indonesian endangered
species.” - Press release supplied to AFP

MALAYSIA
Vital to have wildlife corridor
Thursday September 22, 2011, The Star online

WWF-Malaysia is encouraged to learn that the Perak
government will be conducting an extensive probe into
the forest clearing plans at Sungai Mendelum ”Stop
work now” (The Star, Sept 19).

Under the National Tiger Conservation Action Plan, the
importance of the forested linkage between Royal
Belum State Park and Temengor Forest Reserve has been
highlighted as a critical corridor for the Belum-Temengor
Forest Complex, one of three priority areas for tiger
conservation in Malaysia.

Based on WWF-Malaysia’s intensive camera-trapping
and sign surveys conducted since last year, it is clear
that the state land forest along the East-West highway
is constantly being used by endangered wildlife such as
the tiger, clouded leopard, elephant, tapir, sun bear,
gaur and sambar deer.

The high frequency of use by wildlife, for example,

around the Sungai Mendelum area on both sides of the
highway, indicates its suitability as an important wildlife
crossing area.

We have also just recently managed to gather
photographic evidence of tiger movements across the
highway along the state land forests bordering Royal
Belum State Park and Temengor Forest Reserve,
especially in the vicinity of the Sungai Mendelum area.

Maintaining the integrity of such forest patches is critical
to enable wildlife movement between Royal Belum State
Park and Temengor Forest Reserve.

By itself, Royal Belum State Park may not be a viable
long-term sanctuary for wildlife if it is not connected to
a wider forest landscape via an intact corridor. If land
use conversion were to eventually occur all along the
East-West highway, the Royal Belum State Park would
be isolated from the Main Range which is the largest
continuous forest block in peninsular Malaysia.

The Natural Resources and Environment Ministry should
support and assist the Perak government to ensure that
the corridor is not compromised by strictly adhering to
Federal government-led plans such as the Central Forest
Spine and the National Physical Plan.

Forest strips along the East-West highway are not
protected and can easily be converted to other land use
by the state government without prior public
notification.

WWF-Malaysia has been monitoring forest clearing
along the East-West highway such as at Puncak Baring,
where most of the 2,000 acres earmarked for
agricultural activities have been cleared since early this
year. Forest clearance was also observed at an area near
the access road to RPS Banun (an orang asli
resettlement area), around the Ulu Mangga area (after
Puncak Baring) and near the Perak-Kelantan border.

Some of these sites did not comply with existing land
use plans for the area but were still cleared. Water
pollution and landslides have been observed at places
which have been cleared.

Elephants heavily utilise the state land forest patches
along the highway, and it is worrying to imagine the
escalation of human-elephant conflict that might occur
once agricultural activities commence.

This would inevitably result in economic loss due to crop
damage, not to mention the risks to human safety that
such conflicts might pose to local communities.

In addition to this, the Sungai Mendelum area is the
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source of an important water catchment that flows into
Royal Belum State Park, and the local orang asli
communities depend on this catchment system for their
livelihood.

Any forest clearance in this area would result in water
pollution and sedimentation, affecting the river
ecosystem.

This will have a detrimental impact on fish populations
as well as orang asli livelihood and thus become an
economic loss in the long run.

WWF-Malaysia would like to state that we do not
oppose economic development but rather seek to
optimise economic benefits while maintaining our
natural resources by adhering to sustainable
development guidelines.

Economic development should be viewed over the long
term and not merely based on short-term monetary
gain.

WWF-Malaysia thus calls for a freeze on all forest
clearing plans along the highway within the Belum-
Temengor Forest Complex.

We strongly recommend that state land forests along
the highway be gazetted as part of the Royal Belum
State Park or as a forest reserve under sustainable forest
management, thereby ensuring the long-term survival of
wildlife, improving the livelihood of local communities
within the landscape, and maintaining vital ecosystem
services that provide the fundamentals for economic
development.

DATUK DR DIONYSIUS SHARMA,
Executive Director/CEO
WWF-Malaysia.

MYANMAR
Myanmar to extend tiger conservation co-op project
(Xinhua)09:03, August 30, 2011 

YANGON,  Aug. 29 (Xinhua) Myanmar’s forestry ministry
will renew a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) in
September on cooperation in protecting Bengal tigers
taking shelter at the Hukaung Valley wildlife Sanctuary,
according to the WCS Monday.

The four-year project, which will last from September
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2011 to September 2015, costs12 million U.S. dollars.

The ministry and WCS initiated an MoU in 2003 that is
renewable every four years.

The country’s total number of Bengal and Indo Chinese
tiger population is estimated at about 150, of which 50
to 80 exist in Hukaung, while 30 in Htamanthi Wildlife
Sanctuary and 50 in Tanintharyi Nature Reserve.

Human encroachment on the tiger’s native habitat and
poaching for medicinal or consumption purposes are the
main causes for the declining population of tigers.

The authorities have warned that those convicted of
killing, poaching and illegally possessing tiger or its parts
will be sentenced to seven years.

The Hukaung Valley Wildlife Sanctuary was extended to
17,004 square kilometers in May 2010 from 6,199
square kilometers in 2004, making it the largest tiger
conservation area in the world.

Burmese wildlife, not just humans, victims of war
Monday, 25 July 2011 15:56 Jim Andrews

(Feature) - In addition to causing large-scale suffering to
the Karen people, the continuing warfare in border
areas of Karen State is posing an increasing threat to
the region’s rare wild life, according to a new
environmental study. 

A recently released environmental report warned that
Burmese wildlife is threatened by the fighting going on
in ethnic areas. 

In the state’s Megatha Forest, declared a wildlife
sanctuary in 1989 by the Karen National Union, the
numbers of wild elephants have dropped to an
estimated 15, according to a report issued by the Karen
Environmental and Social Action Network (Kesan)
released on Monday. 

More than one-third of the 60 other animal species
living in the forest are threatened with extinction, the
report said. 

The Megatha Forest covers an area of 156-square
kilometers and borders a Thai wildlife sanctuary. 

”On the Burmese side, villagers must always be
prepared to flee from fighting between Karen and
Burma armies, often living as internally displaced
persons,” the report said. 

The ceaseless fighting is not the only reason for the
dwindling populations of elephants and other animal

species, Kesan reports. Poaching, mining, illegal logging
and deforestation also pose major threats. 

One rare animal-the Sumatran rhinoceros-has already
disappeared from the forest. Other endangered species
include 22 mammals, 23 birds, eight reptiles and five
amphibians. 

Tigers and clouded leopards are among the exotic
species most at risk, and the report includes a
photograph of a grown leopard killed by a landmine
blast. 

The report is the result of on-site research undertaken
by environmentalists-including Karen villagers-from May
2008 until November 2010. Fighting in the region
hampered their work. 

”The insecurity of the area acts as an effective deterrent
to outside attention such as academic study and scrutiny
by environmental NGOs,” the report said. 

The group urged local Karen people to do all they can
to conserve their forests and natural resources-
”Biodiversity cannot wait for international actors to
bring about change,” the report said. ”The local people
must do all they can to conserve their forests and
biodiversity or they will be lost to logging, dams and
other industrial extraction.” 

The group said the aim of the report is to ”show that
the indigenous people’s struggle to save their forest
using traditional knowledge is the same as their struggle
for daily survival.” 

The report underpinned the results of its research with
recommendations to bring an end to the war, not allow
logging and mining or rubber plantations that result in
forest encroachment, and they maintain strict
enforcement of poaching laws.
Last Updated (Friday, 05 August 2011 15:26 )

NEPAL
Conservation efforts get more teeth

Added At: 2011-07-29 11:27 PM, Last Updated At:
2011-07-29 11:27 PM HIMALAYAN NEWS SERVICE

GLOBAL  TIGER  DAY

KATHMANDU:  The government today said it would
provide an additional 10 million rupees to programmes
aimed at protecting tigers in the country. 

Prime Minister Jhala Nath Khanal made the decision
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public during a meeting with governmental and non-
governmental agencies working towards protecting the
big cats on the occasion of the Global Tiger Day, which
falls on July 29.

In May, the government had prepared a special tiger
recovery plan and said it would invest Rs 60 million in
the next three months to save the feline. The nation has
already committed to double the number of tigers by
2022. 

The meeting also decided to formulate a new plan for
the National Tiger Conservation Committee, which 
was established under the chairmanship of former prime
minister Madhav Kumar Nepal to combat poaching. 
The agencies also discussed upgrading the National
Tiger Recovery Programme after conducting a periodic
review.

THAILAND

Tigers still hunted in Thai forests
Published: 30/06/2011 at 09:53 AM Online news: Easier
Stuff

A blurred photo of a Hmong hill tribe man sitting on a
dead tiger is clear evidence to police that the animals
are still being killed in Thai wildlife sanctuaries.

A photo of Nai sae Tao,a Hmong hill tribe man, taken
with a dead tiger, is part of evidence authorities plan to
use to implicate him in the alleged killing of a female
tiger and its two cubs in March last year.
Thai wildlife officials are working hard to save Thailand’s
remaining tigers. Unfortunately, a small group of a
people believes tigers are worth more dead than alive. 

Poachers are still active in wildlife sanctuaries and last
March a female tiger and her two cubs were killed.

Police and wildlife officials believe they have caught two
of the men responsible. 

On Monday, they picked up one suspect, Nai sae Tao, a
Hmong hill tribe man, at his hut in a paddy field in Tak’s
Umphang district. 

The other man, Hoang Van Hien, 42, was arrested at a
resort in the same district the following day.

The two are believed to be among five poachers who
entered a forest area bordering Huai Kha Kaeng and
Thung Yai Naresuan wildlife sanctuaries to hunt for
tigers, killing a female tiger and its two cubs using
poison.

Officials seized a camera from the Hmong suspect
containing a picture of him sitting on the back of a
dead tiger.

Saksit Simcharoen, chief of the Wildlife Conservation
Office in Nakhon Sawan, said he was confident the
dead tiger had lived in the sanctuaries as officials had
seen it when it was alive.
There are close to 100 tigers in Huai Kha Khaeng and
Thung Yai Naresuan wildlife sanctuaries.

”It was not a tiger from Burma as initially claimed by the
suspect. We can identify the tiger from the pattern on
its face, which is the same as the tiger we saw in
October last year,” he said.

The animal seen in the suspect’s photo was apparently
poisoned, the same method used to kill the three tigers
in March, said Mr Saksit.

Soontorn Chaiwatana, of the Wildlife Conservation
Office, said that a patrol had clashed with the poacher
gang in the forest on Saturday before the arrest of the
two suspects.

The gang members managed to escape, leaving behind
a boar, some eaglewood and weapons. 
Information from local villagers near the sanctuary led to
the arrest of the two suspects.

The two later allegedly confessed they had sold the
carcasses for 300,000 baht, but refused to identify the
buyer.

(Adapted from a story in Bangkok Post by Apinya
Wipatayotin).

Wildlife  smuggling  trails  go  ever  deeper,  Second  biggest
problem  after  illicit  drugs  

by Wassayos Ngamkham

The illicit wildlife trade has become Thailand’s second
most lucrative illegal business, after drug trafficking, but
few people are aware of the crime, a police officer says 

”Many people, including police themselves, don’t know
about the illegal wildlife trade,” said Attapon Sudsai of
the Central Investigation Bureau’s natural resources and
environmental crime suppression division.
That’s why the problem has never been addressed
vigorously at the national level, despite Thailand being
monitored overseas as one of the major hubs for the
trafficking of wild animals 

He said China is a major market for smugglers selling
illegal wildlife products, especially pangolins and tigers.
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Many Chinese believe the consumption of certain rare
and exotic wild animals can endow them with physical
strength, longer life or sexual prowess.

This has made China a major destination for wild animal
trafficking, where meat from certain protected animals
is considered a delicacy.

Pol Lt Col Attapon said few pangolins and tigers remain
in Thai forests, though their numbers are relatively high
in Malaysia and Indonesia.

Their dwindling numbers have made Thailand a major
hub for wildlife trafficking. Both live and dead animals,
and animal parts, are smuggled from local forests and
sold on China’s black market.

”A tiger can fetch more than 1 million baht, because all
of its parts can be sold,” Pol Lt Col Attapon said.

He said skin taken from a tiger was worth hundreds of
thousands of baht, depending on its pattern and size.

A tiger’s penis - the single most valuable part of the
beast - typically sells at 30,000-50,000 baht apiece. 

The meat and bones are sold together and commands
around 5,000-6,000 per kilogramme.

The price of the animal’s blood, which goes into making
ya dong (medicinal herbs soaked in rice whisky), is
subject to negotiation.

Tiger’s teeth are made into amulets and sold locally, Pol
Lt Col Attapon said.

Many endangered species were smuggled out of the
country by land, rather than by sea or air.

”Wildlife trafficking networks often use pickup trucks or
cooling trucks to transport animals from Satun or other
southern border provinces,” Pol Lt Col Attapon said,
adding that they will then cross the Mekong River into
Laos and on into China via Vietnam.

Although there are hundreds of places along the
Mekong River where smugglers can ship illegal
products, certain riverside locations in Bung Kan
province’s Bung Khla district and Nong Khai’s Ratana
Wapi and Phon Phisai districts are the most 
popular.

Their thick forest terrain helps the culprits evade
detection and arrest.

Bung Kan provincial police chief Pol Maj Gen Chaiyatat

Roongjang admitted police find it tough catching
wildlife smugglers. The river runs along the province’s
120km-long northern border.

Police stations in Bung Kan have erected 14 random
checkpoints at key areas along the river.

”Gangs previously used six-wheeled trucks to carry
many animals on each trip,” Pol Lt Col Attapon said.

Now, they tend to take cars, but they use several cars to
avoid attracting the attention of authorities.

Policy makers have to take wildlife smuggling as
seriously as they do the illegal drug trade, or the
scourge will persist, he said.

Another problem is weak wildlife protection laws. The
maximum punishment for possessing protected wildlife
species is four years in prison and a 40,000-baht
(US$1300 approx.) fine, which fails to act as a sufficient
deterrent, he said.

Contact Crime Track: crimetrack@bangkokpost.co.th
(Source: Bangkok Post, 27/06/2011) 

VIETNAM

Vietnam  observes  International  Tiger  Day  
By An Dien, Thanh Nien News Last updated: 7/29/2011
19:00 

Vietnam observed the International Tiger Day for the
first time on Friday in Hanoi’s Thong Nhat Park.

Activities included exhibitions, a film screening,
performances by youth groups and school pupils and
workshops to raise awareness of tiger conservation and
calls to stop poaching of tigers and the consumption of
tiger products.

The event was jointly organized by the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment, the World Wildlife
Fund, wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC, and
the Global Tiger Initiative.

Despite laws protecting them, tigers in Vietnam are still
facing the threats of domestic hunting and illegal cross-
border trade, a Friday seminar heard.

Vietnam is now home to less than 30 tigers, and the big
cat is on the verge of extinction, speakers said. 

The celebrations carried the message ”The  future  of
tigers  depends  on  our  actions”.
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Weak  enforcement  allows  tiger  trade  to  flourish  
Last updated: 7/29/2011 8:00 

NGOs can provide information if authorities are brave
and willing to take action against well-known criminals
Ten days before the world observes International Tiger
Day (July 29) the frozen carcasses of three big cats were
seized from a house in northern Vietnam.

Police in Quang Ninh Province Tuesday announced the
launch of a criminal probe into the case.

The mature tiger carcasses were found in a house in the
border town of Mong Cai. Tipped off by local residents,
police raided the house of Hoang The Vinh in Ninh
Duong Ward.

Vinh told the police a Chinese man had asked him to
temporarily store.

The July 19 raid is seen by experts as evidence that
illegal trade in the endangered species continues
unabated in Vietnam.

In another case, a rare Sumatran tiger died after being
caught in a boar trap in Indonesia’s Sumatra Island, AFP
reported Tuesday.

The 18-month-old tiger died within three hours of being
tranquillized by local conservation officials in a failed
effort to save it seven days after being trapped, said
Greenpeace media campaigner Zamzami, who
witnessed the incident.

”Across Asia, tigers are being illegally killed and traded
to meet various consumer demands, pushing the species
close to extinction,” international conservation group
WWF said in a press release expressing concern over the
rampant illegal trade in tiger parts.

In Vietnam, tigers are trafficked mainly for parts used in
medicinal tonics (tiger bone glue and wine), as well as
for their meat, decorative skins, and for curios and
souvenirs.

Nick Cox, WWF’s Manager of Protected Areas, Species
and Wildlife Trade, said Vietnam remains a major trade
hub for tigers from other Southeast Asian countries into
China, as well as a consuming country for tiger products
itself.

”As top predators, tigers keep populations of prey
species in check, which maintains the balance and
health of ecosystems. This, in turn, provides
innumerable benefits to other species, including
humans, who depend on ecosystems for livelihoods and
ecological security such as clean drinking water and

forest fruits and nuts,” he said.

Pauline Verheij, tiger trade program manager for the
wildlife trade monitor network TRAFFIC, said organized
crime networks in Vietnam and beyond are facilitating
the cross-border smuggling of tiger parts.

She hailed Vietnam’s active participation in the
development of the Global Tiger Recovery Program and
Vietnam’s adoption of the Vietnamese National Tiger
Recovery Priorities (NTRP) saying it showed the political
will to take necessary measures to combat the illegal
killing of and trade in tigers.

”However, illegal trade in Vietnam still continues
unabated,” she told Thanh Nien Weekly, urging
Vietnamese agencies to conduct thorough investigations
and take strict measures against every individual
involved in the trade.

”What we would like to see is for this political will to be
translated into the arrest and prosecution of the key
people in Vietnam involved in the illegal trade,” she
said.

Steven Galster, director of the conservation NGO
Freeland Foundation and Chief of Party at ASEAN
Wildlife Enforcement Network (WEN) Support Program,
also urged strict punishment against the actual people
behind the tiger trade.

”Unfortunately, some wildlife traffickers are quite rich
and influential. In order to go after such powerful
people, strong, interagency task forces, like the WENs
are necessary. Otherwise, fear of revenge or corruption
wins the day,” he said.

Instead of giving an example of where this happens,
Galster said it is easier to note that hardly any major
wildlife trafficker in Southeast Asia has ever gone to jail.

”Vietnamese officials should demonstrate bravery and
love of their nation by arresting well known wildlife
criminals. NGOs in Vietnam and abroad are ready to
provide information to officials who are willing to take
this bold step,” he wrote to Thanh Nien Weekly in an
email.

Meanwhile, Justin Gosling, Criminal Intelligence Officer
for Interpol Environmental Crime Programs, called for an
increase in the salaries of government officials to
prevent their collusion in illegal tiger trade.

”The trade in tigers is highly lucrative with some
estimates reaching tens of thousands of US dollars for a
single animal. Bearing in mind the relatively low salaries
of government officers engaged in fighting wildlife
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crime, and the acknowledged high level of corruption
which fuels wildlife crime, it is quite possible for a tiger
trader to take advantage of this situation,” he said.

Gosling and other experts called for the closure of tiger
farms as they could worsen the illegal trade and push
the endangered species closer to extinction.

Pauline of TRAFFIC said there is ample evidence that the
tiger farms in Vietnam and neighboring countries are
supplying the illegal tiger trade and fuelling demand for
tiger parts.

”If Vietnam is serious about clamping down on the
illegal tiger trade, the tiger farms in Vietnam would be
closed down,” she said.

In May, the Vietnamese government ordered a survey of
the tiger population in Vietnam as well as an assessment
of tiger farming as part of efforts to protect the
endangered species.

The WWF estimates that there are fewer than 30 wild
tigers left in Vietnam.

Conservation  group  hails  tiger  bust  

By An Dien - Khanh An, Thanh Nien News Last updated:
3/27/2011 15:00 

A conservation group, Education for Nature - Vietnam
(ENV), has hailed efforts by the Binh Duong provincial
authorities to address a case of illegal tiger trading.

Huynh Van Hai, 57, the owner of a private zoo in the
southern province, was jailed for three years on March
10 for selling endangered tigers.

His zoo, Thanh Canh Tourism Park, was supposed to
protect the tigers. However, at least five dead tiger
corpses had been sold out of the park secretly during
March 2003 and December 2005.

Fourteen other people, including Hai’s son, received
sentences ranging from probation to 30 months in
prison for their involvement in the trade. 
ENV said the Binh Duong Police investigation led to the
prosecution of Hai and other suspects involved in the
case.

”Binh Duong authorities are sending a strong message
to other tiger farmers that may be engaged in similar
illegal activities,” the group said in a statement, issued
Friday.

Provincial police have also asked the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development to investigate local

officials for their poor management of the zoo.

Tiger  population  hits  crisis  point
Source: Thanh Nien Updated July, 30 2011 10:19:41

HA NOI - Just 30 wild tigers survive today in Viet Nam
out of 3,200 across the world, according to the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF).

The WWF said there were 100 wild tigers in Viet Nam
10 years ago.

The conservation body said the number of tigers across
the world had decreased by 97 per cent since 1900.

The main reason for the diminishing tiger population
was deforestation, said Do Quang Tung, deputy director
of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) Viet Nam.

The growing human population had also put pressure
on tiger numbers, he added, as had illegal hunting and
trafficking.

Meanwhile, Nick Cox, WWF’s manager of protected
areas, species and wildlife trade, said Viet Nam was a
trade hub for tiger products, while illegal medicines
made from tiger bones had become increasingly popular

”It’s very important at the moment to halt the illegal
international tiger trade and domestic consumption of
tigers,” Cox said.

Keshav Varma, programme director of Global Tiger
Initiative (GTI), said the continuous demand for tiger
parts and the surge in illegal smuggling were totally
unacceptable.

He said if things continued going as they were, the last
remaining tigers in Indo-China would be wiped out
within a few years.

Hoang Thi Thanh Nhan, deputy head of the Natural
Resources and Environment Ministry’s Bio-diversification
Conservation Department, said Viet Nam, in a bid to
save tigers in the wild, had participated in Global Tiger
Initiative forums.

Viet Nam and 12 other countries had made a historic
commitment to eradicating poaching and the illegal
trade in wild tigers at the St Petersburg Tiger Summit
last November, she said.

CITIES’ Tung added that a US$50 million national
programme on tiger conservation had been set up with
the aim of doubling the numbers of animals in the wild
in Viet Nam by 2020. - VNS
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UNITED  KINGDOM

UK  FOREIGN  OFFICE  MINISTER  BACKS  CALL  FOR  ZERO
TOLERANCE  OF  TIGER  TRADE

Tiger campaigners from TigerTime have met with 
British Foreign Office Minister Jeremy Browne MP as
part of their on going fight to see the trade on tiger
parts banned. The meeting was held at the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office on Wednesday 21st December.
The meeting occurred as the supporter signature 
count on the www.bantigertrade.com petition soared
past 31,000. This figure was passed in a little over 30
days.
Foreign Office Minister Jeremy Browne MP said, ‘The
British people care deeply about tiger conservation and
have a special desire to protect this amazing species
because of their beauty and rarity. I am making a new
appeal to the Chinese Government to consider how this
species could be better protected and preserved. I
welcome the public commitment given by Premier Wen
Jiabao last year, and urge the Chinese Government to
honour that commitment by enforcing a zero tolerance
policy of all trade in any tiger products of any kind from
any source.’

Samantha Fox who helps lead the TigerTime campaign
said, ‘I was delighted that the Minister appeared to take
the issue so seriously. I particularly welcomed his strong
commitment to calling for a zero tolerance policy where
tiger trade is concerned. I am confident that the
Minister will be a major advocate in our fight to save
the wild tiger. We await with interest the response to
his efforts’.

Picture includes from left to right: Mary Rice (CEO
Environmental Investigation Agency), Samantha Fox
(TigerTime and Singer), Jeremy Browne (Foreign Office
Minister), Jill Inglis (Fund Raising Director - David
Shepherd Wildlife Foundation / TigerTime)

http://www.bantigertrade.com
[posted by isabel esteve, December 21, 2011 18:09 ]

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA

Ohio animal rampage exposes lack of US laws
Published: 20/10/2011 at 09:32 AM Online news: World

Conservationists have expressed outrage over the lack of
US wildlife ownership laws after the slaughter of 49
animals, including 18 rare Bengal tigers, set free from a
private Ohio farm.

An Ohio State Highway Patrol officer drives past a sign
warning of the exotic animals on the loose from a

wildlife preserve October 19, 2011 in Zanesville, Ohio.

”Quite frankly, nobody should have these animals in the
first place, so we need to take steps to change laws to
make that a reality,” Adam Roberts, executive vice
president of Born Free USA, told AFP.

”These animals belong in accredited facilities with
people who can handle them appropriately.”

Bears, lions, tigers, wolves and monkeys ran amok 
when owner Terry Thompson, 62, flung open the
enclosures at his Muskingum County animal farm near
the town of Zanesville on Tuesday evening and then
shot himself.
Police following shoot-to-kill orders, some of them
armed only with handguns, said they had no 
choice but to exterminate the animals to protect local
residents — and in some cases, themselves — as
darkness fell.

”Public safety was our number one concern,” Sheriff
Matt Lutz said. ”We are not talking about your normal,
everyday house cat or dog.”

By late Wednesday 49 animals were dead. Only six were
captured alive: a grizzly bear, three leopards and two
monkeys. Another monkey was still thought to be on
the loose, or eaten by a lion.

There had been at least three dozen complaints since
2004 about Thompson’s exotic menagerie — including
a giraffe grazing by a highway and a monkey in a tree
— and he had faced more serious charges of animal
mistreatment.

Conservationists have for years demanded strict US
wildlife ownership laws, especially in Alabama, Idaho,
Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, West
Virginia and Wisconsin, where no such laws exist.

”All eight states that don’t have regulations should
immediately have an executive order by the governor
banning the keeping or sale of these animals,” Roberts
told AFP. ”Stop people acquiring these animals full stop.

”I always ask myself, what is it going to take? Is it going
to take a woman getting mauled nearly to death by a
chimpanzee, as happened in Connecticut? Well, no.
People around the country can still have primates.

”Is this going to open up the eyes of the people in
Ohio, which is one of the worst states in the country on
the exotic pets issues? I sure hope it does, because this
could have been worse. People could have been killed.”

His call found one advocate in Democratic Ohio
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congressman Dennis Kucinich, also a leading animal
rights advocate.

”I am hopeful that in light of this most recent tragedy,
Governor (John) Kasich will heed the calls of the
Humane Society of the United States and the public and
quickly enact appropriate restrictions on the ownership
of exotic animals,” he said in a written statement.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
called on states to introduce a blanket ban on the
private ownership of exotic animals.

”A ban is really the answer to this,” Delcianna Winders,
PETA’s director of captive animal law enforcement, told
AFP. ”Private citizens just aren’t capable of giving these
animals what they need.”

For the World Wildlife Fund, the loss of 18 Bengal tigers
was particularly devastating as the number of tigers in
the wild has declined rapidly, from around 100,000 at
the beginning of the last century to as few as 3,200
today.

Leigh Henry, a leading WWF expert on captive tigers,
told AFP there are thought to be an astonishing 5,000
tigers held in the United States, the vast majority of
them, some 95 percent, in private hands.

”The current patchwork of laws in the United States
regulating these captive tigers is inexcusable,” she said.
”In Ohio and seven other states you can just go and buy
a tiger with no requirement for any kind of license or
permit.”

A tiny number of pure-bred tigers are protected at the
federal level by the Endangered Species Act and a larger
number, those used for commercial purposes such as
circuses or road-side zoos, are regulated by the
Department of Agriculture.

But the vast majority of tigers are either unregulated or
regulated at the state level. WWF’s principal concern is
that their body parts could end up being traded on the
traditional medicine market.

Rising wealth in Asia has seen demand soar, and the
international trade in wildlife products is now worth an
estimated $6 billion a year.

”Wild products are preferred because they are always
seen as more pure and potent,” Henry explained. ”They
always carry a premium on price. As long as that market
is there, the threat to wild tigers will increase.”

Stamp  Out  Extinction  with  the  Tiger  Stamp
By: Fred Bagley, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

What’s the connection between tiger grants and
postage stamps? In this time of increased need for the
support of tiger conservation, Americans can now easily
contribute to tiger conservation as well as conservation
of other much loved species…by simply buying a stamp. 

The Save Vanishing Species stamp is now available at
post offices across the United States, giving the public an
easy and inexpensive way to help conserve wild tigers,
rhinos, elephants, great apes, and marine turtles around
the world. By purchasing the stamps, which feature the
image of an Amur tiger cub, at a rate of 55 cents per
stamp - just slightly above the cost of first-class postage -
the public can directly contribute to the on-the-ground
conservation programs overseen by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s Wildlife Without Borders programs. 

Proceeds from the sale of the stamp will directly benefit
the Wildlife Without Borders Multinational Species
Conservation Funds. These Funds support carefully
focused, cost effective, on-the-ground conservation
programs for the target species. The support to tiger
conservation in 2011 provided by the USFWS’ Wildlife
Without Borders program — Rhinoceros and Tiger
Conservation Fund came to 1.7 million U.S. dollars (35
grants distributed among 10 countries) and was
leveraged by an additional 2.1 million dollars in
matching funds and in-kind contributions. These grants
addressed a wide range of conservation topics including:
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Anti-ppoaching  activities  in Bhutan’s Royal Manas
National Park, China’s Hunchun Nature Reserve, India’s
Kaziranga and Manas national parks and the proposed
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, Indonesia’s Kerinci Seblat National
Park, Lao PDR’s Nam Et Phou Louey National Protected
Area, Malaysia’s Endau-Rompin landscape, and Russia’s
Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve.

Tiger  and  prey  population  assessments in Bangladesh’s
Sundarbans and India’s Kaziranga and Melghat national
parks as well as various landscapes in Karnataka. 
Tiger  conservation  education for communities around
India’s Corbett, Kaziranga and Dibru-Saikhowa national
parks. 

Illegal  trade  in  tiger  parts in Nepal through support of a
wildlife crimes database and in China tracking the origin
of illegally traded tiger parts using DNA.

Tiger/human  conflict through strengthening tiger
response teams in Bangladesh’s Sundarbans and in
Nepal by investigating solutions to human tiger conflict
around Chitwan National Park.

Capacity  development  for  tiger  conservation in the
Indian states of Assam and Rajasthan through provision

of legal training to forest guards; wildlife management
training at the Wildlife Institute of India for forest
department officials of tiger range countries; and in
Indonesia’s Aceh Province through strengthening
provincial and district capacity to manage tigers, their
prey and their threats.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service looks forward to its
2012 grant making cycles for tiger projects and is
optimistic that the new Save Vanishing Species stamp
will make a significant contribution to support the
program. 

Since 1989, the Wildlife Without Borders program has
awarded over 2,500 grants through its programs for
international wildlife conservation providing vital
funding for community-based efforts to protect some of
the world’s most endangered animals. To learn more
about the Wildlife Without Borders Multinational
Species Conservation Funds and the Save Vanishing
Species stamp, visit: 

www.fws.gov/international/semipostal or
Tigerstamp.com Follow the Service’s International
Program on Twitter @USFWSInternatl and on Facebook,
USFWSInternationalAffairs.
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INTERPOL

Global  bid  to  end  tiger  trade  launched
By AFP
Published: 2 November 2011

Interpol on Wednesday launched a new campaign 
to coordinate the global fight against tiger poaching,
warning that failure to protect the endangered 
cats would have economic and social 
repercussions.

The international police organisation said it was
imperative that the 13 nations where tigers can still be
found work together to combat wildlife crime.

David Higgins, manager of Interpol’s environment crime
programme, said the extinction of the tiger would
impact not only biodiversity but the ”economic stability
and security stability” of countries where they are now
found.

”The communities, the nations will lose confidence in
their governments, and their good governance and their
rule of law to be able to protect an iconic species such
as the tiger from criminality,” he said in Vietnam.

Interpol’s new Project Predator is designed to help
coordinate efforts of police, customs and wildlife
officials in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, Russia,
Thailand and Vietnam.

”Illegal trade and trafficking in tiger parts and products
is rampant across international borders, making
enforcement of laws against it a challenge,” Interpol
said in a statement released at its annual general
meeting in Hanoi.

Project Predator, which has US, British and World Bank
funding, will also share information with conservation
agencies in an effort to raise awareness.

Higgins said law enforcement was ”not the only
answer” and greater education and poverty reduction
were also needed.

Tiger numbers have been devastated by poaching and
loss of habitat in the last century, falling from an
estimated 100,000 in 1900 to fewer than 3,500 now,
Interpol said.

The big cats, which are hunted for their fur, bones and
other parts, are expected to be extinct by 2022 if left

unprotected, according to wildlife group WWF.
Deputy head of Vietnam’s department of environmental
crimes, Major General Vu Hong Vuong, told reporters
that the country had more than 110 tigers - although
80 of these were kept in captivity.

”We have detected several cases of tiger trafficking
from Thailand, through Laos, Myanmar [Burma] to
Vietnam and then to China. We need the cooperation
from police of other countries in the protection of wild
animals, especially tigers,” he said.

Interpol  to  coordinate  tiger  protection  efforts  
Last updated: 11/4/2011 8:25 
Public confidence in rule of law at stake, global police
agency warns
A day after seizing a tigress carcass last month on a
Hanoi-bound bus, environmental police in the central
province of Thua Thien-Hue were relieved to announce
that the animal was actually a different kind of large cat
bred to look like a tiger.

The carcass was painted in yellow and white to look like
a tiger, but the fur’s natural color was black, the police
said.

Though the carcass turned out to be fake, the demand
for parts of the big cats, which are hunted for their fur,
bones and other parts, is very real, and continues to
dominate Vietnam’s wildlife market.

A recent Tuoi Tre (Youth) investigation found out that
the illegal trade in animal skin, including that of tiger, is
robust and thriving in Ho Chi Minh City and across
Vietnam. A piece of tiger leather could fetch up to
VND100 million (US$4,800), it said.

Vietnam is now home to more than 110 tigers -
although 80 of these were kept in captivity. Tiger
numbers worldwide have plummeted from an 
estimated 100,000 over the past century to 3,200 in the
wild at present, due to poaching and human
encroachment. Of the 3,200, only about 1,000 are
breeding females. The big cats are expected to be
extinct by 2022 if left unprotected, according to wildlife
group WWF.

Interpol warned that failure to protect the endangered
cats would lead to dire economic and social
ramifications as it launched a new campaign to
coordinate the global fight against tiger poaching on
Wednesday (November 2).

It is imperative that the 13 nations where tigers can still
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be found, including Vietnam, work together to combat
wildlife crime, Interpol said.

”Unscrupulous poachers are threatening the few
remaining wild tigers with extinction, and we must all
work together to protect this iconic species,” said David
Higgins, manager of Interpol’s environment crime
program.

Communities will lose confidence in their governments,
governance and rule of law if nations are not able to
”protect an iconic species such as the tiger from
criminality,” Higgins was quoted by AFP as saying.

Interpol’s new Project Predator is designed to help
coordinate efforts of police, customs and wildlife
officials in Vietnam, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Russia and Thailand.
”Illegal trade and trafficking in tiger parts and products
is rampant across international borders, making
enforcement of laws against it a challenge,” Interpol
said in a statement released at its annual general
meeting in Hanoi.

Project Predator, which has US, British and World Bank
funding, will also enable police, customs, and wildlife
officials to share information with conservation agencies
in a bid to raise public awareness.

The deputy head of Vietnam’s department of
environmental crimes, Major General Vu Hong Vuong,
told reporters that Vietnamese authorities have busted
several cases of tiger trafficking from Thailand, through
Laos, Myanmar to Vietnam and then to China.

”We need the cooperation from police of other
countries in the protection of wild animals, especially
tigers,” AFP quoted Vuong as saying.

Robert Zoellick, president of the World Bank Group, said
in a video-taped address to the Interpol gathering that
the traffickers of tiger parts ”are profiting from killing
and cruelty.”

”I urge leaders to give their criminal justice systems the
power and resources to protect wildlife, forests, and
fisheries from those who are plundering the planet’s
natural capital and countries’ living heritage,” Zoellick
said.

The endangered Javan rhinoceros found dead in
Vietnam’s Cat Tien National Park last year was the
country’s last of its kind, the WWF and the International
Rhino Foundation confirmed last week.

Conservationists are concerned that a similar fate awaits

other endangered species in Vietnam, particularly tigers
and elephants.

In November 2010, Vietnam joined other nations in their
commitment to end tiger trade across and within their
borders.

But ”major destination markets for tiger products are
indeed China and Vietnam itself,” said Douglas Graham,
the environment country sector coordinator for the
World Bank in the East Asia and Pacific region.
”Vietnam remains an important transit point to China in
part because of proximity but also because of lax
enforcement of restrictions of illegal trade.”

Conservationists said they were convinced that most
tigers traded in Vietnam these days are from farms and
zoos or occasionally from the wild from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand.
”This seems to be true. There are probably virtually no
tigers that are being poached in the wild in Vietnam,”
Graham said.

”That may be because tigers are already almost entirely
gone or if indeed there is a small number remaining,
they would be so rare that they would be excessively
difficult to hunt.”

With 80 of around 110 remaining tigers kept in
Vietnamese farms, wildlife advocates say tiger farming is
helping to drive wild tigers into extinction.

Graham said although farming of tigers for
consumption is already outlawed in Vietnam, there is
considerable evidence that farmed tigers are finding
their way into the illegal wildlife trade.

”It is difficult to make progress on this issue in Vietnam
for many reasons: lack of clarity in the law, differences
of opinion even within the government about what is
the right thing to do, and… pressure from tiger farm
operators.”

In March, Huynh Van Hai, the 57-year-old the owner 
of a private zoo in the southern province of Binh 
Duong, got three years in jail for selling endangered
tigers.

His zoo, Thanh Canh Tourism Park, was supposed to
protect the tigers. However, at least five dead tiger
corpses had been sold out of the park secretly during
March 2003 and December 2005. Fourteen other
people, including Hai’s son, received sentences ranging
from probation to 30 months in prison for their
involvement in the trade.

After the conviction, the local conservation group



Education for Nature-Vietnam (ENV) hailed efforts by
Binh Duong provincial authorities to address a case of
illegal tiger trading and urged them continue to act
tough.

”It is time that Thanh Canh’s six remaining tigers be
transferred to a government-run facility where they can
be managed in accordance with the law,” ENV said in a
statement last month. ”Binh Duong authorities should
not look for support from higher levels in enforcing the
law, but muster the strength on their own to take
action in this case.”

”Let’s start by taking the tigers away from a convicted
felon and showing tiger farmers, traders and the world
that we mean business.”

INTERNATIONAL  FUND  FOR  ANIMAL  WELFARE  (IFAW)

Capacity  building  and  equipping  frontline  field  staff  of
Bhutan

A new multi-year plan for capacity building and
equipping of frontline field staff in Bhutan was initiated
in July. Experts from IFAW and WTI conducted a two-
day training (7-8 July) of Forest and Park Department
personnel on rescue and rehabilitation, as well as
human-carnivore conflict mitigation and management.
This workshop was followed by four day training on
prevention of illegal wildlife trade from 11-14 July.
IFAW-WTI also supported the Wildlife Conservation
Division of Bhutan in organizing a Tiger Day event on 29
July, which focused on mobilizing youth conservation. 

Will  only  words  remain?
IFAW launched a new public awareness campaign, Will
Only Words Remain?, in Russia to promote conservation
of the last 300-400 Amur tigers. The campaign was
launched during Tiger Day celebrations, observed
annually in Russia at the end of September for more
than 10 years. At the Moscow Zoo on 24 September,
IFAW partnered with the US Embassy for the Russian
launch of a new U.S. postage stamp, featuring an image
of an Amur tiger cub, which will support an
international species conservation fund. In Vladivostok
on 25 September, Tiger Day drew thousands of
participants for concerts, parades and education
programs organized by regional and municipal
governments in partnership with IFAW, Phoenix
Foundation, the Amur branch of WWF, AMUR Fund,
and corporate sponsors.

Alleged  poacher  in  Russia  faced  fine
An alleged poacher in Russia faced a USD 20,000 fine
for killing a female tiger in Primorsky Krai. This marked
the first time that authorities brought charges under the

new high penalty for poaching, which the Russian
government increased from a mere $50 to $20,000 in
2008 following lobbying efforts of IFAW and other
groups. Authorities initiated the criminal case, which is
still underway, after the hide, paws, head, ribs and tail
of the tiger were found in a vehicle belonging to the
accused. The man was taking them to be sold in
Vladivostok.

TRAFFIC  -IINTERNATIONAL
TRAFFIC’s  work  on  illegal  trade  in  Tigers  and  other
endangered  wildlife,  June  -  December  2011

Creative  experts’  meeting  on  messaging  to  reduce
consumer  demand  for  tigers  and  other  endangered
species,  Hong  Kong,  22-223  November  2011-This
meeting, organized by TRAFFIC and WWF, aimed to
develop new strategic approaches to reduce consumer
demand for Tigers and other endangered wildlife
species in China and Viet Nam. The meeting was
attended by more than 20 participants from diverse
professional backgrounds-including advertising and
marketing, social research, behavioural economics,
public health and wildlife trade. The participants
concluded that strategies to reduce demand for
endangered wildlife species must effectively address the
attitudes, motivations and behaviours that drive demand
for tigers and other endangered wildlife if they are to be
successful, with a need for new and innovative
approaches to influence consumer demand. The results
of the meeting will be compiled into a strategic
document aimed at supporting national and
international efforts at curbing demand for endangered
wildlife. This includes the Global Tiger Recovery
Programme, which was launched by the World Bank-led
Global Tiger Initiative in a Summit of heads of state of
tiger range countries in St Petersburg in November
2010.
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/11/25/creative-
experts-devise-multi-layered-strategies-to-curtail.html)

Wildlife  detector  workshop,  Beijing,  China,  29
November-11  December  2011-This meeting, the first of
its kind to be held in China, was organized by the
General Administration of Customs of China (GACC) in
collaboration with TRAFFIC’s China Programme. It
brought together some of the world’s leading wildlife
detector dog experts from Germany, India, Nepal, Russia
and the UK to exchange information and expertise with
their counterparts among China’s Customs officials. The
first dog in China specifically capable of locating wildlife
products is currently being trained at Beijing’s Drug
Detector Dog Training Center. Wildlife detector dogs are
proving to be a highly effective enforcement tool, both
to detect smuggled wildlife goods and to act as a
deterrent. TRAFFIC has previously facilitated the
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development of wildlife detector dog programmes in a
number of countries, including Germany, India and
Thailand. For over a decade, TRAFFIC and WWF Russia
have assisted with the implementation of such a
programme on the Russian side of the Amur-Heilong
border in northeastern China. 
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/12/6/chinese-
customs-examine-use-of-wildlife-detector-dogs.html)

Indo-NNepal  trans-bboundary  meeting  to  curb  wildlife
crime,  16-117  May  2011-The Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department (Govt. of India) and WWF-India organized
an Indo-Nepal trans-boundary meeting to discuss issues
related to wildlife conservation. TRAFFIC India
participated along with park managers from both
countries, senior officials from the Wildlife Departments
of the Governments of India and Nepal, officials from
WWF-India, WWF-Nepal and the Wildlife Institute of
India. The meeting was the first consultative meeting
organized after a formal agreement between India and
Nepal was signed in 2010 for better management of
forest areas along the 1751 km Indo-Nepal border. Key
trans-boundary areas to benefit from this collaboration
include Sukhlaphanta- Lagga Bagga- Pilibhit, Bardia-
Katerniaghat-Khata, Banke-Suhelwa, Jhapa-Darjeeling
and Kosi Tappu. 

Indian Customs workshop on Strengthening wildlife law
enforcement in Maharashtra, 14-15 June 2011-This
workshop was organized by the National Academy for
Customs, Excise & Narcotics (NACEN), Western region of
India, with support from TRAFFIC India. Thirty officials
from the Customs department and the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence of the Western region, Mumbai,
participated. The two-day workshop provided
participants with an overview of organized illegal
wildlife trade and introduced them to the latest tools
and techniques available to curb it. 
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/6/14/customs-
department-gears-up-to-fight-wildlife-crime-in-
mahar.html)

Judiciary  orientation  programmes  for  judiciary  in  Manipur
and  Mizoram-Recognizing the significant role the judiciary
plays in championing the cause of forest and biodiversity
conservation, over recent years TRAFFIC India has
conducted several orientation programmes on wildlife
conservation for the judiciary across the country (including
in Karnataka, Assam, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh and
Delhi). At the request of Gauhati High Court, TRAFFIC
India and WWF have supported judiciary workshops in
Mizoram (10-15 September 2011) and in Manipur (24-25
July 2011). Topics covered included issues related to
biodiversity conservation; forest and wildlife wealth of the
states; role of local communities in conservation; laws on
biodiversity conservation including the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of India and discussions of legal cases. 

(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/9/14/orientation-
programme-for-judicial-officers-in-mizoram.html and
http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/7/26/manipur-
judiciary-extends-support-for-wildlife-conservation.html)

First  SAWEN  training  to  strengthening  wildlife  law
enforcement,  11-115  July  2011-Under the aegis of the
newly established SAWEN (South Asia Wildlife
Enforcement Network), a training programme on
”Strengthening Wildlife Law Enforcement for Wildlife
Protection in South Asia” was organized at the
University of Forensic Sciences, Gandhinagar, Gujarat on
11-15 July 2011. It was the first such training on wildlife
law enforcement to be organized for SAWEN members.
Senior-level government officials working in the field of
wildlife conservation from Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka attended
the training, which was organized by TRAFFIC with
support from the Global Tiger Forum, the Directorate of
Forensic Sciences, Govt. of Gujarat and the Gujarat
Forest Department. The participants received
comprehensive inputs on the current scenario regarding
wildlife crime and trade in South Asia and its
implications for field conservation. They were also
introduced to the latest tools and techniques used in
strengthening wildlife law enforcement. In October
2011, the SAWEN Secretariat launched its first quarterly
newsletter, ‘The SAWEN Bulletin’.
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/7/11/south-asia-
examines-new-techniques-to-tackle-wildlife-crime.html)

China,  India  and  Nepal  meeting  to  strengthen  co-
operation  for  curbing  wildlife  trafficking,  12-113  October
2011-A two-day meeting between China, Nepal and
India was held on 12-13 October 2011 in Chengdu,
capital of China’s Sichuan Province, to collaborate on
stopping wildlife trafficking from South Asia to China.
Specific issues related to optimizing co-operation to
prevent smuggling of wildlife products such as tiger and
other Asian big cat parts, red sandalwood, otter skins,
shahtoosh, pangolins and several species of endangered
medicinal plants were discussed in detail by the
delegates. The workshop was hosted by China’s CITES
Management Authority with technical and financial
support from TRAFFIC and WWF. It was the second
workshop on CITES Implementation and Enforcement
with China, India and Nepal addressing common
concerns for the three countries, including their
commitments to the Global Tiger Recovery Program. The
meeting built upon existing bilateral Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) between China and India, and
China and Nepal. China expressed its intention to
engage with the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement
Network (SAWEN), the Secretariat of which is hosted by
the Government of Nepal.
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/10/12/china-reaches-
across-south-asia-frontier-in-trilateral-meeti.html)
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New  forensic  manual  to  identify  guard  hair  of  Indian
mammals-The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) with support
from TRAFFIC India and Defra (Department for Environ-
ment, Food and Rural Affairs, Government of UK) recently
published a comprehensive manual on the protocols for
identifying wild animals from their guard hair. Micro-
photographs of guard hairs from 53 mammal species are
presented in a systematic, user friendly manner. 

Vietnam  Global  Tiger  Day-On 29 July 2011 the second
annual Global Tiger Day was hosted in Ha Noi, Viet
Nam. TRAFFIC, WWF, the Global Tiger Initiative (GTI)
and the Vietnam Environmental Administration helped
to organize events to create greater public awareness
about the difficulties facing tiger conservation and how
to stop the illegal tiger trade. These included exhibitions,
a film on tigers, children’s activities, performances and a
concurrent workshop with officials to discuss progress
thus far in tiger conservation and further steps that
need to be taken to protect and increase tiger
populations. Following the event, TRAFFIC, along with
international experts from the remaining 13 tiger range
countries, attended a workshop in Ha Noi to discuss the
implementation of the Global Tiger Recovery
Programme (GTRP).
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/7/29/viet-nam-earns-
its-stripes-for-global-tiger-day.html)

”On  borrowed  time”:  prize-wwinning  documentary  on
poaching  crisis  in  Malaysia’s  Belum-Temengor
landscape-Also on Global Tiger Day, 29 July 2011, 
WWF Malaysia and TRAFFIC launched a documentary 
on the poaching crisis facing tigers and other wildlife in
the Belum-Temengor Forest Complex of northern
Peninsular Malaysia. These forests, close to the border
with Thailand, are of critical conservation importance,
yet research and monitoring by WWF-Malaysia and
TRAFFIC since 2008 have documented decimation 
of the wildlife by relentless poaching. Limited 
resources within enforcement agencies, nearly non-
existent patrols and a lack of intelligence-led
investigations have left this forest complex littered with
snares and poacher camps. A district-wide multi-agency
enforcement taskforce was established in 2010.
However, efforts have been piecemeal and ground
checks indicate problems persist. The film warns that
Malaysia must intensify efforts to stop the poaching in
Belum-Temengor or risk losing one of its most important
strongholds for wild tigers and other endangered
wildlife. The film can be viewed on Youtube:
http://youtu.be/fHVMm7-viL4

On 2 November 2011 the film was awarded the prize
for Best local film at Malaysia’s Eco Film Festival. 
(http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/7/29/new-
documentary-sheds-light-on-poaching-crisis-in-belum-
teme.html and

http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/11/2/on-borrowed-
time-wins-best-film-at-eco-film-fest-2011.html)

WWF
WWF-IIndia’s  tiger  conservation  initiatives  (ver.11  Dec
2011)

The tiger has been a priority species for WWF-India since
1973, when it played an instrumental role in the launch
of the Project Tiger. In 2011, WWF-India has witnessed
significant achievements in tiger conservation as its field
teams have been engaged in various exercises to ensure
a 360 degree approach. 

Monitoring  tigers,  co-ppredators  and  prey  base
In association with the Wildlife Institute of India (WII),
the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), and
the state Forest Departments, WWF-India participated in
the camera trapping exercise conducted across different
landscapes in India for the estimation of tiger numbers
in 2010. Camera traps were set up in different locations
to monitor tigers and co-predators. The preybase and
their habitat were also monitored using sign surveys and
transects. The result of this exercise was included in the
detailed report titled ‘Status of Tigers, Co-predators and
Prey Base in India 2011’ published by WII and NTCA.
Lobbying for trans-border cooperation for tiger
conservation, WWF-India, with support from Aaranyak
and Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE), conducted an Indo-Bhutan trans-
boundary meeting involving the officials of the Manas
Tiger Reserve, India and the neighboring Royal Manas
National Park, Bhutan. The meeting concluded with the
agreement of officials from both reserves to conduct
tiger monitoring exercises simultaneously by following a
standard protocol. Continuing the monitoring exercise
throughout 2011, WWF-India’s field teams have been
able to document tiger presence and estimate densities
in places where they have never been captured or
estimated before, and also use the results to better
understand tiger human conflict. Successful policy
interventions have also been made with data generated
from the tiger monitoring exercise. For example, in the
Kanha-Pench corridor of the Satpuda Maikal Landscape,
camera trap images of cattle kills and frequent presence
of tigers resulted in the declaration of no-grazing zone
in four forest compartments, and the state Forest
Department increased patrolling exercises here as well.
WWF-India was able to stop the widening of a railway
line in the Kanha-Pench corridor with the help of our
tiger monitoring work.

Mitigating  human-ttiger  conflict
WWF-India documented the intensity of human-tiger
conflict in the fringe villages of various Tiger Reserves
across the landscapes within India by conducting surveys
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in the fringe villages, and using the results from the
camera trapping exercise. This study conducted in the
fringes of Kaziranga Tiger Reserve, Assam, India
revealed 160 tiger depredation cases in 2010-2011.
Immediate financial aid as ‘interim relief’ was provided
to 127 affected livestock owners. WWF-India also signed
a MoU with the authorities of the Rajiv Gandhi Orang
National Park, Assam, India to implement a similar
interim relief program for the depredation affected
villagers. This initiative has helped reduce retaliatory
killing of tigers. Similar interim relief scheme was also
implemented around the Corbett Tiger Reserve,
Uttarakhand, India as this scheme addressed 983 cases
during this period. The camera trapping of livestock kills,
along with the interim relief scheme in several
landscapes, have ensured that tiger and other predator
kills are not poisoned or burnt and dispersal is facilitated
without harm to the tiger and co-predators.

Strengthening  enforcement  through  capacity  building
and  infrastructural  support
Bridging the gaps in the patrolling ability of the state
forest departments, WWF-India provided 20 four-wheel
drive vehicles (18 Bolero Camper & 2 Maruti Gypsy), 15
Motor cycles and 2 motor boats to 20 different
Protected Areas across various tiger landscapes within
India during 2011. This support equipped the frontline
staff to protect the tiger habitats more efficiently and
greatly increased their mobility, allowing them to cover
more area, and respond to emergency situations
effectively. Apart from this, WWF-India also provided
field gears including winter jackets, backpacks, torch
lights, mosquito nets, GPS handsets, binoculars, and
handheld transceiver sets which are the basic equipment
required by the frontline staff to conduct their duties. To
further build the capacity of the forest department
staffs, WWF-India conducted a number of training
programs on tiger monitoring, use of camera traps and
other equipment, legal workshops on documentation of
wildlife crime cases, and combat trainings to deal with
wildlife crime site encounters in the field. 
Related  News

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6340/WWF-India-helps-
protect-the-forests-of-Nandhor-valley

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6460/Reducing-plastic-
pollution-in-Pilibhit-Forest-Division

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6480/Helping-wildlife-
keep-a-safe-distance-from-humans

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6341/Strengthening-
Tiger-Conservation-in-Rajaji-National-Park

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6141/Conserving-the-
frontiers-of-Central-India

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6122/tigers-gain-
numbers-but-not-ground
http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6040/Lighting-lives-in-
remote-areas-of-Sundarbans

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?6020/Communities-for-
tiger

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?5880/Helping-the-
tigers-of-Kopijhola

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?5800/tiger-corridors

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?5760/tiger-
conservation-in-Vidarbha-region

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?5720/Micro-solar-
power-station-in-Sundarbans

http://wwfindia.org/news_facts/?5520/Villagers-in-
Central-India-Set-an-Example

WILDLIFE  PROTECTION  SOCIETY  OF  INDIA  (WPSI)

Chinese  authorities  stop  auction  of  tiger  bone  wine  in
China

4th December 2011 

In response to a press release put out by IFAW about
the imminent auction of at least 400 bottles of tiger
bone wine in Beijing on 3rd December, thousands of
conservationists from around the world emailed the
Chinese authorities urging them to halt the auction. We
are happy to note that the CITES Management
Authority of China took action and stopped the high-
profile auction. Forest policeman have apparently
initiated an investigation into the matter.

Below is the email that was sent by WPSI to the Chinese
authorities. It was copied to hundreds of tiger
conservationists in India.

From: Belinda Wright
Date: 3 December 2011
Subject: Tiger Bone Wine to be auctioned today in
China

To: Dr Meng Xianlin
Executive Director, CITES MA of China
China State Forestry Administration, Beijing, China

Dear Dr Meng Xianlin,

Conservationists in India are distressed to hear from
IFAW that an auction is due to take place in Beijing
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today, 3rd December 2011, that will feature at least 400
bottles of tiger bone wine. This is not in keeping with
the Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s stated commitment in
2010 to end the trade in tiger products, and we urge
you to stop this illegal sale of tiger bone wine.

Wild tigers are in crisis everywhere, but no more so than
in India where tigers are being pursued mercilessly by
poachers to feed the demand for their body parts,
including the bones that are required to make tiger
bone wine. We understand that the Beijing company
that is conducting the auction has made the unlikely
claim that the wine was produced before China banned
the trade in tiger bone products in 1993. However, old
or new, this trade is forbidden by CITES. The sale of any
tiger bone wine can only stimulate the demand for tiger
products and the poaching of wild tigers.

We implore you not to allow this auction of tiger bone
wine to take place and to honour the global ban in the
trade of all tiger parts.

Yours sincerely,
Belinda Wright

Footnote:

WPSI commends the Chinese authorities for having stopped the

auction, but we would like to stress that this is far from

sufficient. The fact that such a publicized sale of tiger bone

wine almost took place illustrates how prevalent the tiger trade

is in China, and the lack of enforcement. We have since heard

that the Chinese authorities have said that they cannot

confiscate the wine, since it is privately owned and allegedly

produced prior to the 1993 ban. Under the circumstances, it is

highly likely that the source of the wine could have been wild

tigers that were poached in India. Since this large stock of tiger

bone wine has not being seized, it is also likely that it will

eventually find its way back into the market.

China needs to do more to honour its commitment to end the

tiger trade, whether in skins, bones or other products by

getting off the fence on what it terms ”legal” trade and by

stopping all trade in all tiger products. The strongest message

China could send to affluent would-be consumers would be to

publically destroy the tiger bone wine that was put up for

auction.

Support  Greenpeace  campaign;  
say  ‘No’  to  coal  mining  in  tiger  habitat  
1 December 2011 

The proposed mining of coal near Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve and other forests in central India poses a huge
threat to the survival of tigers and other wildlife.
Greenpeace India is carrying on a sustained and
innovative campaign against the granting of clearances

to mine coal from these areas.

On Wednesday, 30 November 2011, Greenpeace
activists dressed as tigers blocked the gates of the
building housing the Coal Ministry in the capital New
Delhi and demanded that the forests of central India be
saved from the menace of coal mining. The activists met
with the Coal Minister Mr Sriprakash Jaiswal, and
handed over a petition signed by over 112,000 people
opposing the coal ministries insistence for more
forestland.

Greenpeace ‘tigers’ demonstrate outside the Coal
Ministry at Shastri Bhavan, in New Delhi, 30 November
2011

Around 54% of India’s current power generating
capacity is coal-based. Apart from the fact that the
sector is India’s largest generator of carbon emissions,
most coal mining sites have now been declared critically
polluted areas by the Ministry of Environment and
Forests. Coal is a finite resource, and investment in coal-
based energy is thought to be a shortsighted approach
towards securing the country’s energy requirements. 

The Coal Ministry would have us believe that the
environmental clearance process is a roadblock to
meeting India’s energy requirements. The truth is exactly
the opposite. Environmental clearances for coal mines
and thermal power plants have been granted at
unprecedented rates over the last four years (far in
excess of the projected requirements for the 11th Five
Year Plan), and in the case of thermal power plants, far
more than the rate of actual installation.

Tiger  Poacher  Convicted  to  Five  Years  Imprisonment
11 November 2011

An Alwar court has sentenced a tiger poacher Surta
Kalbeliya to 5 years imprisonment, and a fine of Rs.
40,000, on 5th November 2011 in a case dating back to
2005.
The accused had killed a tiger in Sariska tiger reserve in
May-June 2003 with the help of other poachers
including Juhru, and Kalya. These accused are also
named in several other tiger poaching cases in Sariska.
Surta Kalbeliya has been absconding since 2005 and
was arrested by the Central Bureau of Investigation in
Mansa district of Punjab with the assistance of the
Wildlife Protection Society of India in October 2009. 

5  poachers  sentenced  to  31-yyear  jail  for  killing  tigress
PTI | 05:06 PM,Jun 17,2011

Alwar (Rajasthan), Jun 17 (PTI) A court today awarded
five hunters 31 years of imprisonment under six sections
of the Wildlife Protection Act for killing a tigress in
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Sariska reserve in 2004.The five, however, will spent
altogether seven years in jail as the sentences will run
concurrently.Additional chief judicial magistrate
Himankani Gaud sentenced each of the five poachers to
31 years in jail, but they will remain behind bars for
seven years.Gaud also slapped a fine of Rs 1.30 lakh on
the five.The hunters — Jeevan Ram, Juru, Luru, Ramjan
and Taiyab — had killed the tigress in Akbarpur range
of Sariska.PTI

CORBETT  FOUNDATION

SECURING  TIGERS  IN  CORBETT  LANDSCAPE  THROUGH
CONFLICT  MITIGATION  AND  COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) started operating from
the Corbett landscape from 1994. Today, TCF has
expanded its operational areas to include Kutch in
Gujarat, Bandhavgarh and Kanha Tiger Reserves in
Madhya Pradesh, and is about to start a new division in
Kaziranga, Assam. The Foundation’s programmes are
mainly in the areas of wildlife conservation and research,
environmental awareness, community outreach, cattle
care and breed development, watershed management
and sustainable eco-development with the active
involvement of local stakeholders. Since its inception in
1994, TCF has been working towards maintaining
harmony between local communities and wildlife as well
as with wildlife managers through its various
programmes. In Corbett, TCF launched and is
successfully implementing Interim Relief Scheme for
people suffering from livestock killing by tigers and
leopards, as well as a Rural Medical Outreach
Programme for locals living adjacent to the Corbett
Tiger Reserve. Both programmes are extremely unique in
concept and approach, and have been successfully
running for over a decade now. Apart from this, TCF
has also been striving to spread awareness on
conservation among various stakeholders through its
Environmental Awareness Programmes.

1.  Interim  Relief  Scheme  (IRS)
This year, from May - November 2011, TCF has already
recorded 691 cases of cattle depredation by the tiger or
leopard. Out of these, 103 and 588 were cases of cattle
mauling and killing, respectively. A total amount of Rs
10, 88, 850/- was disbursed as interim relief, while, an
additional expenditure of Rs 1, 11, 433/- was incurred
as operational cost, which included hiring of manpower
and vehicles for kill inspection. Villagers from about 250
villages located in remote areas in both the north and
south zones of CTR are being benefitted from the
scheme.
The Al Jazeera 101 East network recently made a
documentary on the human- animal conflict and the

Interim Relief Scheme being implemented by TCF in the
Corbett landscape.

2.  Environmental  Awareness  Programme
Community participation has always been one of the
main strategies of TCF for achieving the goal of
conservation at local, national and global levels. TCF
encourages the local communities to contribute towards
the noble cause of wildlife conservation by seeking their
involvement in various activities. The awareness division
of TCF organized the following programs to highlight
and discuss various conservation issues during May -
November 2011.

3.  World  Environment  Day  Celebrations:  
India was chosen as the global host country for the
celebration of World Environment Day (5th June) in
2011. The Corbett Foundation celebrated this day by
organizing an awareness workshop with villagers and
children of Kunkhet, a village located in the periphery of
Corbett Tiger Reserve. The participants were taught not
only about the role of forests in their everyday life, but
also about environmental pollution, global warming,
climate change, harmful impact of polythene on
environment and how they could individually contribute
towards saving the environment. All participants
pledged to conserve and preserve forests and wildlife in
their individual capacities. As the theme of this year’s
WED celebration was ”Forests: Nature at Your Service”,
the celebration was concluded by planting saplings of
native plant species in the campus of the local school.

4.  Teachers’  Environmental  Leadership  Workshop:  
On 11th November, TCF organized a ”Teachers’
Environmental Leadership Workshop” for teachers of
various local schools situated in the Corbett landscape.
Since teachers are ultimately responsible for developing
the minds of the children, the future citizens of
tomorrow, this workshop aimed to share some basic
skills on environment and wildlife conservation with
them. Teachers from over 20 local schools attended this
workshop.

WILDIFE  CONSERVATION  NEPAL
October 25, 2011
Acting on the information provided by Wildlife
Conservation Nepal (WCN) field informants, the Armed
Police Force (APF) arrested four persons - Madan Prasad
Dhungana of Patiyani-6, Chitwan, and Bhup Raj Pathak,
Prem Lal Kharel and Keshav Mishra of Udiya-4,
Nawalparasi with seven and half kilograms of tiger
skeletons from Nijgadh, Bara on October 23, 2011,
Sunday. The convicted has been handed over to Parsa
Wildlife Reserve along with the seized skeletons.

The team was led by Sub-inspector Fanindra Gole who
arrested them along with tiger´s skull, hoof and ribs.
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WILDLIFE  TRUST  OF  INDIA  (WTI)
1.  Accused  of  poaching  tiger,  three  denied  bail: Three
persons, accused of poaching tiger in the northern
Indian state of Uttarakhand, were denied bail earlier this
week by the Court of the Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Champawat. 
The trio was arrested along with four other accomplices
last month by the authorities, following discovery of a
fresh tiger skin in Sharda range near Tanakpur along the
Indo-Nepal border. Tiger bones and materials used in
poaching and skinning the animal were also recovered.
"Three of the accused had applied for bail with the
Defence arguing that required protocols were not
followed during the seizure. However, the Prosecution
led by the Forest Department successfully rebuked their
claims, ending with the court denying their bail," said
Saurabh Sharma, Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) lawyer,
who is assisting the authorities. 
The three accused are Mohammad Hasim and his sons
Mohammad Yakub and Abdul Kareem. The other
accused include Tota Ram, a repeat wildlife offender
arrested for illegal trade in tiger skins along the Indo-
Nepal border. 

2.  Attempt  to  reunite  tiger  cub  with  mother  in
Kaziranga: Attempt to re-unite a month-old female tiger
cub with her mother is in progress today in the
Burapahar range of Kaziranga National Park, by the
Assam Forest Department assisted by International Fund
for Animal Welfare - Wildlife Trust of India (IFAW-WTI).
The cub was found alone by forest guards on Friday.
The following day, a make-shift shelter was prepared at
the site where the cub was found for the attempted
reunion. The cub was left over-night with five infra-red
camera traps set up by Aaranyak scanning the area
around it, with hopes that her mother would come to
get her.

Unfortunately, no tiger movement was recorded. As the
cub was getting weak, she had to be taken to the
IFAW-WTI run Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Conservation (CWRC) where she was treated for
dehydration. 
Yesterday, as the cub recuperated at CWRC, camera
traps were left at the site to capture tiger movement, if
any. No relevant images were found on the camera
traps, but tiger pugmarks were observed around the
area. Given the territorial nature of tigers and that the
cub was found here, conservationists believe that there
is a high probability that the pugmarks belong to the
mother.

"The cub has now recovered and is active and noisy,
which could help in the re-uniting effort, if you look at
it positively," said Dr Abhjit Bhawal, IFAW-WTI
veterinarian. "She will be placed in the shelter tonight,

which has been shifted closer to the area where the
pugmarks were seen and in an area with better cover,
unlike the first site (where the cub was found)."
"Today will be a critical night for the cub and the
team," says Dr NVK Ashraf, Chief Veterinarian, WTI.
"There are calculated risks. Given the pugmarks
observed and the cubs improved health, she has a fair
chance at making it back to a normal life in the wild.
However, predators are a threat to the animal's safety.
In case these attempts bear no results, the authorities
will decide on the fate of the animal."

3.  Reducing  dependence  on  tiger  habitat  in  Central
India:  In an effort to reduce anthropogenic pressure in
the crucial Nagzira - Navegaon corridor linking nine
Tiger Reserves in the central India, the Wildlife Trust of
India (WTI) supported by the Japan Tiger and Elephant
Fund (JTEF), has initiated eco-development activities in
villages within the corridor.

With 89 villages within the corridor - a part of the
proposed Nagzira-Navegaon Tiger Reserve, it faces
increasing anthropogenic pressures and incidents of
human-animal conflict. A survey conducted as part of
WTI's Central India Tiger Conservation Project in 2010,
indicated Sondlagondi and Jammbalapani as the most
critical of the nine villages shortlisted for immediate
intervention to prevent further fragmentation of the
corridor. 

"Three biogas units and 30 eco-friendly cook-stoves
were provided to families in Sondlagondi village with
the support of JTEF to reduce their dependence on the
forest," says Greeshma Mahesh, WTI. "While the cook-
stoves will reduce the fuel wood requirement by 40%
and the biogas units will ensure zero fuel wood
consumption in the beneficiary households. Soon to
follow will be similar interventions in Jammbalapani, and
consequently the rest of the identified villages."

The biogas units and eco-friendly cook stoves were
recommended by the Appropriate Rural Technology
Institute (ARTI), a Pune-based organisation brought in to
train the villagers on the use and maintenance. Apart
from consuming less fuel wood, the cook stoves
provided also offer a healthier option for the
households, as it has a chimney to channelise the smoke
outdoors. 

The Central India Tiger Conservation Project, initiated in
2006 adopts a holistic approach for the conservation of
tigers by capacity building of forest guards, litigation
and policy level interventions, campaigns and close work
with the communities. 

4.  Green  stoves  burn  bright  in  Bihar's  tiger  land: More
than a hundred households living within Bihar's Valmiki



Tiger Reserve have switched from the traditional mud
stoves to the more efficient eco-friendly 'chulhas' to
reduce their dependency on forest for fuel wood - a
move that would boost conservation of the big cat. 

It is hoped the green stoves or 'chulhas' would help cut
fuel wood use by 40 percent, which would also allow
the forest to rejuvenate and increase security for the
tigers. 

The green stoves use maximum energy produced from
burning of fuel wood. An iron grate positioned just
above the stove's base provides room for air circulation
that helps the fuel to burn efficiently. 

The households are part of the 25 revenue villages in
Done Valley, that is spread over a 45 sq km area in the
heart of the sprawling Valmiki reserve, the only tiger
sanctuary in the state. 

"Seven villages are currently part of the initiative, the
remaining ones will be taken up in phases," said Samir
Sinha, who is implementing the project and manager of
NGO Wildlife Trust of India (WTI). 

Some 18,000 villagers in the valley depend on
agriculture for livelihood. However, during the off-
season many migrate to places as far as Delhi, Punjab
and Gujarat to work as labourers, said Sinha. 

The Valmiki reserve, an 880 sq km sal forest on the
Terai foothills, is home to 11 tigers, according to the
reserve's Field Director Santosh Tiwari. 

The reserve extends up to Chitwan National Park in
Nepal in the north, providing hundreds of miles of
contiguous forest cover to many other threatened
animals like sambar, nilgai, gaur, rhino and various
species of primates. 

"Of the seven villages, Matiarwa has achieved 100
percent participation. The rest are progressing in varying
degrees," Sinha told IANS. Other villages are Majuraha,
Gardi, Naurangia, Piprahwa, Khairahni and Senrahni. 

Stakeholders' participation, acceptable design,
monitoring and problem solving were crucial for the
success of the present initiative, said Sinha. The US Fish
and Wildlife Service and Germany's Nature and
Biodiversity Conservation Union are the other supporters
of the project. 

Pune-based research organisation Appropriate Rural
Technology Institute was contacted to train the local
women, since they were the main users, said Sinha. Of
the three designs, they picked the one that resembled
the traditional chulha, he said. 

Initially, only the trained women were asked to install
the stove in their homes, which served as demonstration
sites. They were paid by WTI, thus generating
employment for them. 

The mud chimneys for the stoves also brought brisk
business for the village potter. Those who wanted to
install the chulha contacted these women who charged
them an installation fee. 

The stoves were monitored for their efficiency by the
WTI team. 

Data over the past few months shows an average
reduction of about 40 percent in fuel wood
consumption compared to the traditional stoves. 

Apart from the human disturbances, poaching continues
to be the biggest threat to the animals in the park. 

A male rhino that had crossed into Valmiki Tiger Reserve
from Nepal in March this year was found dead with its
horn chopped off in the Valmiki Nagar forest range in
May. Last year, a tigress was also found dead in
Madanpur range. 

A small number of rhinos still live in the reserve's
Valmiki forest range, where the grasslands provide them
a perfect home. 

India made saving the tiger one of its top priorities. The
government's latest tiger census report released in
March this year put the tiger population at about 1,700,
a slight improvement from the previous report in 2008,
which estimated it to be around 1,400.

IFAW:
1. A new multi-year  plan for capacity building and
equipping of frontline field staff in Bhutan was initiated
in July. Experts from IFAW and WTI conducted a two-
day training (7-8 July) of Forest and Park Department
personnel on rescue and rehabilitation, as well as
human-carnivore conflict mitigation and management.
This workshop was followed by four day training on
prevention of illegal wildlife trade from 11-14 July.
IFAW-WTI also supported the Wildlife Conservation
Division of Bhutan in organizing a Tiger Day event on 29
July, which focused on mobilizing youth conservation. 

2. IFAW launched a new public awareness campaign,
Will Only Words Remain?, in Russia to promote
conservation of the last 300-400 Amur tigers.  The
campaign was launched during Tiger Day celebrations,
observed annually in Russia at the end of September for
more than 10 years. At the Moscow Zoo on 24
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September, IFAW partnered with the US Embassy for
the Russian launch of a new U.S. postage stamp,
featuring an image of an Amur tiger cub, which will
support an international species conservation fund. In
Vladivostok on 25 September, Tiger Day drew
thousands of participants for concerts, parades and
education programs organized by regional and
municipal governments in partnership with IFAW,
Phoenix Foundation, the Amur branch of WWF, AMUR
Fund, and corporate sponsors.

3. An alleged poacher in Russia faced a USD 20,000 fine
for killing a female tiger in Primorsky Krai. This marked
the first time that authorities brought charges under the
new high penalty for poaching, which the Russian
government increased from a mere $50 to $20,000 in
2008 following lobbying efforts of IFAW and other
groups. Authorities initiated the criminal case, which is
still underway, after the hide, paws, head, ribs and tail
of the tiger were found in a vehicle belonging to the
accused. The man was taking them to be sold in
Vladivostok.
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1. The Global Tiger Forum supported SAWEN in
organizing a capacity building/training programme
of frontline staff of member countries on
forensic/investigation of wildlife crimes at
Gandhinagar, India, on 11-15 July 2011. It was the
first such training on wildlife law enforcement to be
organized for SAWEN members. Mr S.P. Yadav, DIG
(NTCA), represented the Secretary General, GTF, in
the meeting.

2. The Global Tiger Forum a Workshop of Experts to
develop Criteria and Indicators for Monitoring of the
Global Tiger Recovery Programme, in collaboration
the Global Tiger Initiative, and hosted by the
Government of Vietnam at Hanoi, during 2nd to 4th
August 2011, which brought together government
representatives and experts from all tiger range
countries and other countries supporting tiger
conservation.

3. Five officers, one from Bangladesh, two each from

Bhutan and Vietnam, sponsored by GTF supported
from the RTCF grant of the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, are undergoing 3 Months Certificate course
of training in Wildlife Management at the Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehradun, which has started from
1st November 2011.

4. Mr S.P. Yadav, DIG (NTCA), represented the
Secretary General, GTF, in the Creative experts’
meeting on messaging to reduce consumer 
demand for tigers and other endangered species,
Hong Kong, on 22-23 November 2011. The 
meeting aimed to develop new strategic 
approaches to reduce consumer demand for Tigers
and other endangered wildlife species in China and
Viet Nam.

5. Technical Staff of GTF visited Lao PDR and Vietnam
on 18-23 December, 2011 and assisted them in
finalizing their National Tiger Monitoring Framework
and in setting up GTF National Core Group.
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Tiger  Mortality  In  India  July-  December  2011.

Seizure  of  Tiger  body  Parts  in  India,  June-  December  2011.

DATE LOCATION STATE CAUSE  OF  DEATH  /  SEIZURE  INFO

27 Jul 2011 Nagarhole Tiger Reserve Karnataka
28 Jul 2011 Dhela, Corbett Tiger Reserve Uttarakhand
29 Jul 2011 Mailani, Dudhwa Tiger Reserve Uttar Pradesh Road hit.
9 Aug 2011 Panchamukhi, Dobaki Island, Sunderbans Tiger Reserve West Bengal
12 Aug 2011 Bhadra Tiger Reserve Karnataka
1 Sep 2011 Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary Madhya Pradesh
6 Sep 2011 Kaziranga National Park Assam
17 Sep 2011 Corbett Tiger Reserve Uttarakhand Natural
24 Sep 2011 Rajnandgaon Chhattisgarh Beaten to death by villagers
6 Oct 2011 Biligiriranga Swamy Temple Wildlife Sanctuary Karnataka
3 Nov 2011 Vihirgaon village, near Tadoba tiger reserve,

180 km from Nagpur Maharashtra Electrocution
20 Nov 2011 Tipeshwar Sanctuary, Yavatmal Ditrict Maharashtra Caught in a snare, Poaching
21 Nov 2011 Near Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve Madhya Pradesh Old tiger injured. 

Was tranquilised and died while 
being transported for treatment to 
Bandhavgarh

5 Dec 2011 Basagaon village, beside the National Highway 37, Assam Gun shot
Fringe of Kaziranga National Park near Kohara Range

13 Dec 2011 Kilpura Range, Terai East Forest Division Uttarakhand
13 Dec 2011 Kilpura Range , Terai East Forest Division Uttarakhand
14 Dec 2011 Dhela range, Corbett National Park Uttarakhand
17 Dec 2011 Dechauri, Ramnagar Forest Division Uttarakhand In Fighting
17 Dec 2011 Medical camp near Udhagamangalam Tamil Nadu
18 Dec 2011 Ratnapur Village, Brahmapuri Forest Division, Maharashtra Drowning in open well

Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve
20 Dec 2011 24 Pargana South, Sunderbans Biosphere Reserve West Bengal Disease
21 Dec 2011 Pulivalmoola, Wayanad WLS Kerala Postmortem conducted by a team of

experts comprising Arun Zachariah
(KFD), Ratheesh Narayanan 

(MSSRF), K. Ravi (WWF-India) and 
George Chandy (COVAS). It was 
suspected that the iron cables that 
wound around the animal's 
abdomen would have caused the
death., Poaching

27 Dec 2011 Valmiki Tiger Reserve Bihar
27 Dec 2011 Kohara Range, Holmara camp, Kaziranga N.P Assam In Fighting
29 Dec 2011 A.M Gudi Range, Bandipur Tiger Reserve Karnataka Natural

12 Aug 2011 Sarvapriya Vihar, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi Delhi Tiger Trophy-Head
25 Aug 2011 Moharli Range, Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, 249

Maharashtra Tiger Bones
13 Oct 2011 Sharda Range, Tanakpur Forest Division Uttarakhand
15 Nov 2011 Bhoramdeo Sanctuary Kawardha District Chhattisgarh Tiger Claws, Tiger Canines
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A  day  with  tigers  @  Kanha  by  S  P  Yadav
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CCUURRRREENNTT  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGLLOOBBAALL  TTIIGGEERR  FFOORRUUMM

Category  A:  Tiger  Range  Countries.
1. India 2. Bangladesh 3. Cambodia 4. Nepal 5. Bhutan 6. Myanmar 7. Vietnam

Category  B:  Non  Tiger  Range  Countries.
1. United Kingdom

Category  C:  International  Non  Government  Organisation.
1. International Fund for Animal Welfare
2. TRAFFIC International
3. WWF International

Category  D:  Honorary  Individuals.

Category  E:  National  Non  Government  Organisation
1. Ranthambhore Foundation, India
2. Tiger Research and Conservation Trust- India
3. Wildlife Protection Society of India
4. Wildlife Trust of India
5. Corbett Foundation, India
6. National Trust for Nature Conservation - Nepal
7. Wildlife Conservation Nepal, Nepal
8. Centre for Wildlife Studies, India

Category  F:Associate  Members
1. The US Fish and Wildlife Service

Special  invitee  status
1. IUCN



With ONLY 2500-3500 TIGERS left in the world, we need to act NOW!

Join the ROAR with GLOBAL TIGER FORUM (GTF) to save wild TIGERS & Contribute.

TAX EXEMPTION under section 80G of the Income Tax Act

You can HELP Global Tiger Forum by donating and helping us conserve TIGERS the world over.
Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is an inter-governmental & international body founded to propagate

and implement worldwide campaigns for saving the remaining wild TIGERS. Along with 13 Tiger
Range countries, Global Tiger Forum is seeking out your help in saving the TIGER.

Some of the main activities of GTF are:-
■ Capacity building, training of field and enforcement staff of the tiger range countries in 

wildlife management and habitat assessment
■ Preparing and updating  costed Tiger Action Plans of the tiger range countries
■ Supporting on the ground tiger conservation programmes in tiger range countries
■ Promotion and development of trans-boundary protocols between tiger range countries
■ Organizing training-cum-visit programmes for field officers from member tiger range 

countries in the tiger reserves of India.
■ Identification of problems of the tiger range countries and broad approach to overcome 

them 
■ Developing Tiger Monitoring Framework and monitoring the Global Tiger Recovery 

Programme.

Send your Contribution through A/C payee Bank Draft in favour of "Global Tiger Forum"
Mailing Address: D-87, Lower Ground Floor, Raghunath Mandir Road, Amar Colony, Lajpat
Nagar - IV, New Delhi - 110024, India, E-mail: globaltigerforum@gmail.com

JOIN US IN SAVING THE TIGER


