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Note From The Editor 
This is the seventh Newsletter of GTF and 

second after the International Symposium on 
Tiger and the 2nd General Assembly of GTF, 
he ld at New Delhi during November 2001 . 
Since the International Symposium on Tiger 
held at New Delhi made a numbe r of 
recommendations covering 8 sessions, it was 
expected that after six months of the 
recommendations, the Secretariat would get 
sufficient feedbacks from the tiger range 
countries regarding the developments on 
various issues for which specific observations 
were made in the Symposium. 

I am sure , the tiger range countries must 
have taken some steps within their means to 
safeguard the future of the tiger, but un less 
those are reported, a feeling is bound to 
develop that symposiums and conferences are 
he ld as routine programmes , and the 
recommendations made in these conferences 
are only inte ll ectual exerc ises. Though the 
report of the Wildl ife Conservation Society, 
USA, does give the insight of the current 
situa tion with respect to atleast 7 tiger range 
states, but in absence of critical appraisa l from 
the countries themselves with respect to both 
achievements and failures , the global attention 
may tend to drift away from the conservation 
and future of the tiger, which wou ld adversely 
affect the basic concerns of the tiger range 
countries. 

I WOUld , therefore, once again request the 
tiger range countries, specially those who have 
remained si lent, to give critical feedbacks to 
this Secretariat rega rding the achievements 
and fai lures in the sphere of tiger conservation 
in their countries, in order to refine the 
strategies and drawing the attention and 
support of affluent non-tiger range countries to 

secure the future of the tiger . 

~ 
S.C. Dey 

Secretary General 

Global Tiger Forum 
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NEWS FROM INDIA 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN (2002 - 2016) : 

The year 2002 started with 

a better note for wildlife 

conservation in India as 

the revised National Wildlife 

Act ion Plan was prepared 

and launched alongwith 

Wildlife Conservation Strategy 

2002. The policy imperatives 

of the national wildlife 

action plan envisages 

ecological security in the 

national development agenda, 

assigning conservation a high 

priority, integration of wildlife 

conservation in the national 

land use policy, giving priority 

to conservation of natural 

forest for maintenance of water 

Radio tracking of wild animals movement. Courtesy-WII 

regime, importance to insitu conservation, 

addressing man-animal conflict and involving 

people's support for wildlife conservation. 

The strategy for action include the following: 

1. Strengthening and Enhancing the Protected 

Area Network. 

II. Effective Management of Protected Areas. 

III. Conservation of Wild and Endangered 

Species and their Habitat. 

IV. Restoration of Degraded Habitats Outside 

Protected Areas. 

V. Control of Poaching and illegal Trade in Wild 

Animal and Plant Species. 
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VI. Monitoring and research. 

VII. Human Resource Development and 

Personnel Training. 

VIII. Ensuring People's Participation in Wildlife 

Conservation. 

IX. Conservation Awareness and Education. 

X. Wildlife Tourism. 

XI. Domestic Leg islation and International 

Conventions. 

XII. Enhancing Financial Allocations for Ensuring 

Sustained Fund Flow. 

XIII. Integration of National Wildlife Action Plan 

with other Sectoral Programmes. 
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THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
STRATEGY 2002 

1. Wildlife and forests shall be declared priority 

sector at the national level for which funds 

should be earmarked . 

2. Law enforcement agencies must ensure that 

those engaged in poaching , illicit trade in 

wildlife and wildlife products, destruction of 

their habitat, and such other illegal activities 

are given quick and deterrent punishment. 

3. We should fully tap the potential in wildlife 

tourism and at the same time take care that 

it does not have adverse impact in wildlife 

and protected areas. The revenue earned 

from increased tourism should be used 

entirely to augment available resources for 

conservation . 

4. Protecting interests of the poor and triba ls 

living around protected areas should be 

handled with sensitivity and with maximum 

participation of the affected people. They 

should have access to the minor forest 

produce in the forest outside of national parks 

and sanctuaries . Employment and means 

generation for these people is crucial for 

maintaining symbiosis between the forests, 

wildlife and the people. People should be 

encouraged to take up afforestation and 

conservation in new areas . 

5. While strengthening protective measures 

against traditional threats to wildlife, we should 

also respond to newer threats such as toxic 

chemicals and pesticides. 

6. There should be greater governmental as well 

as societal recognition and support for many 

non-governmental organisations engaged in 
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wildlife conserva tion. Mainstream media to 

better highlight their activities and also 

successes of governmental initiatives that 

have worked . 

7. Creatively produced Television Programmes 

on wildlife and ecology are widely appreciated 

by young and old as seen from the popularity 

of dedicated TV channels like, Discovery, 

National Geographic and Animal Planet. It is 

proposed that Prasar Bharati and our private 

channels alongwith agencies like WWF for 

Nature should col laborate and increase original 

Indian content in different languages on our 

television. 

8. No diversion of forest land for non-forest 

purposes from critical and ecologically fragile 

wild life habitat shall be allowed. 

9. Lands falling within 10 Km. of the boundaries 

of National Parks and Sancturies should be 

notified as eco-fragile zones under section 3(V) 

of the Environment (Protection) Act and Rule 

5 Sub-ru le 5 (Viii) & (x) of the Environment 

(Protection) Rules. 

10. Removal of encroachments and illegal 

activ ities from within forest lands and 

protected Areas. 

11 . No commercial mono-culture to re place 

natural forests . 

12. The settlement of rights in National Parks and 

Sanctuaries should not be used to exclude or 

reduce the areas that are crucial and integral 

part of the wildlife habitat. 

13. More than 2000 vacant posts in the frontline 

staff of Protected Areas shall be filled 

immediately and provided basic infrastructure 

for efficient discharge of duties. Ban on 



~ii[il NEWS 

recruitment of staff against vacant post should 

be lifted on lines with the Police Department. 

Innovative initiative such as redeployment of 

surplus employees of other departments, 

hiring local people on voluntary or honorarium 

basis, raising donations for a greater role for 

them in implementing programmes need to be 

explored .. 

14. Every Protected Area should be managed by 

forest officers trained in wildlife management. 

15. Mitigation for human-animal conflict and 

mechanism for crop insurance as also 

expeditious disbursements of ex-gratia 

payments, should be instituted by States. 

16. Forest Commission should be set-up to look 

into restructuring, reform and strengthening the 

entire forest set up and affiliated institutions in 

the cou ntry. 

Tourists in Corbett Tiger Reserve (INDIA) 
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17. A working group shall be constituted to monitor 

implementation of Wildlife Action Plan. 

18. Most importantly let us resolve that we should 

end the relative neglect of wildlife conservation 

in recent years. To begin with Board should 

meet more often. Wildlife conservation is too 

important a task to be treated lightly or 

ritualistically. 

MEETING OF THE INDIAN 
BOARD OF WILDLIFE 

The 21st meeting of the Indian Board for Wildlife 

was held at New Delhi in January 21 , 2002, which 

was chaired by the Prime Minister of India. 

In his speech on the referred occassion , the 

Prime Minister reminded the members about the 

ancient culture and traditions of India where almost 

every god and goddess has been shown associated 

with some or other animal. Even the folklore and arts 

and crafts of India reflect our 

love and reverence for the 

animal world . Sadly, the 

situation has been different in 

recent time. He observed that 

very often protection of 

environment is seen as a 

hurdle to rapid economic 

grow1h, without realisation that 

sustainable development 

demands pursuit of both 

objectives simultaneously by 

striking right balance between 

the two . He wanted 

comprehensive review of all 

the on going schemes for 

identification of successes 
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and failures and charting out effective plan of action 

for future , based on experience both in country and 

abroad . He reiterated the importance of active 

involvement of various sections of society in the 

implementation of the programmes and projects on 

wildlife and greater role of the media in highlighting 

the successes of both governmental and non

governmental initiatives, amidst various limitations 

and problems , alongwith creative ly produced 

television programmes on wildlife to develop public 

appreciation for wildlife conservation. He also asked 

the state governments to mobilise adequate number 

of trained staff with better facilities and equipments 

to protect the forest and wi ldlife from poachers and 

smugglers and also respond to newer threats such 

as toxic chemicals and pesticides. He urged the law 

enforcement agencies to ensure quick and deterrent 

punishment to such offenders. He also expressed 

that there should be Judicious development of 

wildlife tourism and the additional revenve earned 

from this to be used to augment available resources 

for conserva ti on . He remarked that india 's 

biodiversity is still very rich , however, that was richer 

yesterday, so, everyone must wake up before it is 

too late. 

INDIA AND CITES 
Director, Project Tiger, representing the Ministry 

of Environment and Forests, Government of India , in 

the 46th Standing Committee of CITES held at 

Geneva between 12th to 15th March 2002, as well 

as in the 18th meeting of the Anirnal Committee of 

CITES held at Costa Rica between 8th to 12 April 

2002, made strong in terventions , in the Standing 

Committee to fu lfill the decision 11.81, to review and 

assess the quantum of illegal trade and position of 

stockpiles in all range states and major consumer 

countries. In the Animal Committee, he urged to 

ensure that the definition of the criteria required for 

Swamp Deer in Kanha Tiger Reserve (INDIA). Courtesy -W/I 

listing species in Annexure 3 of 

the conference Resolution 

11 .14 will lead to the inclusion 

of tiger on this list. This will 

ensure that th e tiger range 

states have an opportunity to 

intervene in future proposals to 

conduct trade in captive bred 

specimens, parts and 

derivatives of the tiger. The 

Animal Committee was 

convinced to recommend that 

the CoP retains the rnethod 

currently in operation for 

registration of captive breeding 

facilities of Appendice I listed 

species viz . Res. Conf. 8.15 

(Rev) . 
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ASSESSMENT OF TIGER POPULATION 

Even though the Steering Committee of Project 

Tiger took decision about 4 years back for annual 

monitoring of tiger population throughout the tiger 

habitat, unfortunately no comprehensive data about 

tiger population is available after 1997. However, 

the estimation of tiger population is continuing over 

various states currently, and some data are 

available, which are reproduced below against the 

tiger population figures of 1989, 1993 and 1997. 

stable population in three tiger rese rves with 

marginal increase in two and decline in one . If 

this trend continues in other areas , then 

the estimated population of tiger in India for the 

year 2002, is likely to be little less than the figures 

reported for 1997. 

FINANCE AND PROGRAMMES 

The financial allocation for tiger conservation 

in the Project Tiger scheme during 2002-2003 , 

TIGER POPULATION IN VARIOUS STATES 

SI. No. State 1989 

1. Maharastra 417 

2 Mizoram N.A. 

3. Uttar Pradesh 735 

It can thus be seen that out of three states, the 

tiger population is on decline both in Maharastra and 

Mizoram with some increase in undivided Uttar 

pradesh (284 for Uttar Pradesh and 251 for 

Uttaranchal), compared to the figure of 1993. 

The tiger population figures of 2002 for six 

tiger reserves are available, which shows 

Sweet water pond in Sundarban Tiger Reserve (INDIA) 
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1993 1997 2002 Trend 

276 257 238 (-) 

7 12 4 (-) 

465 475 535 (+) 

is Rs . 24 Crores , which is approximately 

US$ 5 Millions. If we add up the funds available 

in India Eco-development Project, National Parks 

and Sanctuaries schemes and State Plan scheme, 

then the total amount available for tiger conservation 

under Plan schemes alone in the current year 

would be about US$15 Million . Various programmes 

in hand, in addition to the routine activities of protection 

and anti-poaching works are (a) inclusion of 

some more protected areas under tiger reserve, 

which are under scrutiny (b) upgrading latest 

state of art in IT tools to generate periodic digital 

monitoring data of tiger reserve in the GIS domain 

(c) collaboration with NIC and NIIT for compilation 

and dissemination of data (d) inter-state cooperation 

for monitoring poaching and illegal trade relating , 
to tiger (e) initiating dialogues w ith Chinese 

Government to update the progress of Indo-Chinese 

Protocol on tiger (f) identifying areas of concern to 

develop transboundary protocol with Myanmar. 
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NEWS FROM NEPAL 

The progress made by His Majesty's Government 

of Nepal towards tiger conservation after November 

200.1 are listed below:-

1. All together 94 tigers camera-trapped in Royal 

Chi twan National Park , Royal Bard ia National 

Park and Royal Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve. 

The estimated tota l population of tiger in Nepal 

is 340-350 (2001) 

2. The declaration of the Buffer Zone of Parsa 

Wildli fe Reserve (A prime habi tat of T iger 

in Nepa l) is in process . Th e last of th e 

inhabitants from the extension area of Royal 

Sukla Phan ta Wild life Reserve have been 

resettled elsewhere. These areas wi ll serve as 

additional tiger habitat. 

3. With the coordinated efforts of th is Department 

wi th King Mahendra Trust for Natu re 

Conservation, WWF/Nepal program and ITNC, 

the existing anti poaching operation for tiger 

conservation was revised and a new strategy 

has been adopted . 

4. CITES Unit of the Department is invigorating 

coordination with District Forest Offices, Nepal 

Police, Custom Department, Postal Department, 

Natural Hi story Museum for better law 

enforcement and control on illegal trade of the 

tiger body parts. CITES Act is being formulated. 

Likewise, a CITES manual has been recently 

prepared. 

5. The Tera i Arc Landscape (TAL) Prog ram 

continuing its activities. The program aims to link 

4 Nepal's lowland PAs of Tiger habitat with 7 

Indian transborder and other PAs with biologica l 

corridors to provide habitat for the long term 

surviva l of the endangered mega terrestrial 

Wildlife including the Royal Bengal Tigers. The 

Tiger Rh ino Conservat ion Project has been 

launched in Chitwan to conserve these flagship 

species of Nepal. 

NEWS FROM UNITED KINGDOM 

Research on substitutes for tiger bone , 

rhinoceros horn and bear bile 

The UK's Department of Environment , Food 

and Rural Affairs , together with the International Fund 

for An imal Welfare (IFAW), is funding research to 

identify substitute herbs to replace the use of tiger 

bones, rhinoceros horns and bear bi le in traditional 

medicines. 

The project started in November 2000 and is 
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expected to last three years, followed by a fourth 

year to carry ou t human trials with the identified 

herb substitutes . The researchers, based at the 

UK 's Middlesex Un ive rsity, are working in 

collaboration with the Royal Botanical Gardens , 

Kew, and the project is on target to deliver the fi rst 

phase by the end of 2003. 

Successful completion of this project will provide 

original scientific data to address the issue of 

substituting herbs for endangered animal species 
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used in traditional medicine . Governments of 

countries where the use of traditional medicine is 

prevalent will be able to use data obtained from this 

research to promote herbal alternatives to tiger bone, 

rhino horn and bear bi le, thereby aiding in the 

conservation of these species. The data will also offer 

both governments and non-governmental 

organisations new evidence-based information to 

support conservation and animal welfare projects and 

programmes. 

UK Govern ment support for new CITES Tiger 

Mission to Thailand 

At the last meeting of the CITES Standing 

Committee (SC46, Geneva, March 2002) it was 

agreed that the CITES Secretariat should undertake 

a technical mission to Thailand to examine domestic 

control of trade in tiger specimens and general 

implementation of the Convention . The UK 

Government has offered to provide the CITES 

Secretariat with the funding needed for this mission. 

NEWS FROM WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

The Wildlife Conservation Society is continuing 

with its tiger conservation programmes in seven tiger 

range countries. the details of which are given below:-

1. CAMBODIA 

WCS has taken the lead in bringing together 

several parties to create a National Tiger Action Plan 

for Cambodia. With the help of WWF and the two 

Cambodian ministries responsible for wildlife 

conservation , the project successfully completed its 

first field season in 2000. Since then, the project staff 

have conducted several training workshops for 

Cambodian nationals on methodologies for surveying 

and monitoring tigers, their prey, and their habitats. 

From among the workshop participants a dedicated 

national tiger team was established to coordinate all 

aspects of the joint Government-NGO tiger 

conservation program . Survey sites were then 

selected based on the GIS database developed by 

WCS, and field surveys were undertaken in four 

locations in the country. So far, the survey results 

indicate a rapidly decreasing tiger population in 

Cambodia, one that has been extirpated entirely from 
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some areas within the last four years. Tiger-focussed 

hunting appears to be the most serious threat, as the 

habitat and prey-base are ample. 

2. CHINA 

For the past four years, under the leadership of 

Dr. Endi Zhang, WCS has worked to raise public 

awareness and reduce the demand for wildlife and 

tiger-based products in China . The WCS China 

program is working to save endangered wildlife 

species and their habitat, to inspire government, 

institutions , and students into conservation. To 

achieve this goal , WCS China Program works at 

several fronts during the reporting period. On tiger 

conservation, WCS continues to work to raise public 

awareness among the Chinese people to reduce the 

demand for tiger based products. They focus on the 

traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) community and 

university students to change their attitude towards 

use of wildlife products through workshops 

and debates, public service announcements and 

billboard advertisements. WCS also sponsored 

a website devoted to Chinese conservation 
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(www.wi ldlifewarden.net)andaWCSChina Program a long-term monitoring program . Increas ing 

home page (www.wildli fewarden.net/wcs.htm) to conservation awareness of the genral public and loca l 

further in crease public access, and flyers were governments by holding successful provincia l and 

distributed among the university students. Other district workshops, as well as initiating stakeholder 

projects include working closely with the Chinese meetings and high profile meetings in Bogor and 

government to save the wild Amur tiger through Jakarta to highlight tiger poaching and habitat loss 

implementing its action plan. By collaborating with the problems has also been a priority. 

Jilin Provincia l Government, a trans-boundary 

reserve has been created in Hunchun, Jilin to protect 

a small tiger population there, and WCS is working 

with Heilongjiang Provincial government to establish 

similar conservation initiatives. 

3. INDONESIA 

WCS Indonesia Tiger Program staff Drs. Margaret 

Kinnaird and Tim O'Brien have conducted surveys 

for tigers in Bukit Barisa n Selatan National Park , 

Sumartra, Indonesia for the past 4 years. Periodic 

park-wide survey for ti gers and prey, since the 

project's inception , confirm that the populations are 

most numerous in the southern region of the park 

where human pressures are lowest. Original tiger 

population estimates from the early 1990s put the 

number at 70 individuals; however, based on the 

results of their surveys, Drs. Kinnaird and O'Brien 

estimate there to be far fewer - 40 to 50 adults. They 

also conduted a GIS analysis of the park, comparing 

data that spanned 14 years and found that 

approximately 28% of the park's forests have been 

converted since 1985: at current rates of forest loss, 

the Park will disappear in a few decades. In an effort 

to reverse this loss and improve conservation of 

Sumatran tigers in Bukit Barisan National Park, WCS 

continues to c losely monitor tiger and prey 

populations , and train Indonesian Conservation 

Department staff in camera trap-monitoring 

techniques so that they wi ll have the skills to maintain 
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4, INDIA 

Dr Ullas Karanth and his colleagues con tinue to 

implement tiger conserva tion throughout India. 

Research goals include the study of long-term tiger 

population dynamics in Nagerhole, and site-based 

monitoring of tiger and prey species in Bhadra, 

Bandipur and Kudremukh rese rves. Th is tiger 

program also covers doing short-term, bench mark 

population sample surveys of tiger-prey abundance 

opportun istica ll y at other representative sites in India 

as well as a multi-year effort to map distribution of 

tig ers allover India in co ll aborati on with GIS 

speC ial ists. In addition , it encompasses th ree 

collaborative tiger-related projects: a long-term radio

telemetry study of tigers in Panna , Central India; a 

study researching the impact of grazing and other 

human activi ties on wild herbivores in Bandipur; and 

a study of the impact of mining in Kudremukh and an 

attempt to develop an indigenous camera traps in 

association with entrepreneur Krishna Narain . 

5, MYANMAR 

With the goal of drawing up the "National Tiger 

Action Plan (NTAP)" for Myanmar, the Tiger Survey 

Project has been launched in cooperation with WCS 

and the Forest Department of Myanmar The project 

is funded by the "Save the Tiger Fund" and the 

"National Fish and Wild life Foundation" of the United 

States for 3 years. A survey team was made up of 
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one WCS staff and 5 from Nature and Wildlife 

Conservation Division of the Forest Department. Dr. 

Alan Rabinowitz and Dr. Anthony J. Lynam participate 

as the technical consultants of the project. To date, 

the Tiger Team has completed surveys for tigers and 

their prey in 16 of the 17 priority sites. Although they 

have sadly found very few tigers, these first-ever 

surveys for wildlife in Myanmar's protected areas and 

forest reserves have revealed numerous mammal 

species, including many that are prey for tigers and 

several species thought to be very rare. Information 

gathered indicates that tigers used to be common, 

and that current prey populations and forest quality 

are adequate to support tigers - all information that 

will be of great use for conservation planners and for 

the team as they chart where to conduct more 

intensive monitoring for tigers, anti-poaching training , 

and investigations into the impact of hunting and 

poaching. As a result of this work, WCS takes great 

pride in establishing the first all-Burmese wildlife 

survey team, a group of you ng men and women 

dedicated to conservation of Myanmar's remaining 

wildlife. 

6. RUSSIA 

Dr. Dale Miquelle completed his eighth year of work 

aimed at securing a long-term future for the largest of 

the tigers, the Siberian or Amur tiger. This ambitious 

program has defined critical habitats for tigers, threats 

to tiger populations, and landscape strategies for tiger 

conservation. This year, in addition to exploring the 

possiblity of developing biological corridors and 

transboundary reserves from Russia into China and 

North Korea, Dr. Miquelle and his colleagues are 

expanding the Russia program's focus to include 

tiger-human confli ct mitigation , compensation 

schemes and management of tiger habitat outside 
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protected areas. He is working with several privately 

managed hunting leases to assist in improved 

management for long-term viability of wildlife 

populations. 

7. THAILAND 

Since 1997 Dr. Tony Lynam has been active 

in developing and implementing new strategies 

to census tigers across southern , northern, and 

eastern Thailand. The goal of his work is to gather 

information on the status of tigers in potential 

habitats in Thailand that will serve as the basis for 

developing and implementing an action plan for the 

conservation of the Kingdom's tigers. Dr. Lynam and 

his associates have conducted camera-trap surveys 

in Khao Yai, Thailand's oldest and most famous 

national park. It was found that tigers are seriously 

threatened by poachers there, and as a result of 

the findings, the Royal Forest Department approved 

an ambitious project to improve the protection 

for wildlife through a new system of patrolling 

and community outreach. Dr. Lynam has also 

been assembling all information gained from the 

rapid assessment surveys in Thailand , recently 

published data, and historical information on tiger 

distributions in an Arc View GIS database. At the 

national level, the database will be used to monitor 

increments in the knowledge of current tiger status, 

and ultimately to improve an existing Thailand National 

Tiger Action Plan . At the site level the database will 

guide management activities such as patrolling , 

community outreach, and research. This past year 

he and his team also conducted a special anti

poaching training session for Khao Yai park rangers 

and a speical trans-boundary wildlife conservation 

training session for the Thai Royal Border Patrol 

Police. 
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RUSSIA/CHINA TRANSBOUNDARY TIGER 
CONSERVATION 

Perhaps WCS's greatest achievements come 

when their country programs work together to ensure 

conservation at a regiona l, not just national scale. In 

2000, WCS initiated a new project, the first phase of 

an ambitious effort for on-the-ground implementation 

of a recovery plan for the Amur tiger in northeast 

China. Building on WCS's ten years of work col lecting 

scientific data on tiger populations and habitat in both 

China and Russia, their team began the difficult and 

urgent task of working with key authorities on both 

sides of the Chine-Russia border to implement 

policies that have a direct bearing on conservation 

and recovery of wild tigers. The project requires WCS 

to playa direct role in coordinating regulatory changes 

and assisting bilateral discussions on establishing 

trans-boundary protected areas. The project builds 

on work done at the October 2000 International 

Workshop to develop a Recovery Plan for the Wild 

Amur Tiger Population in Northeast China in which 

WCS played a lead role as co-organizer. 

NEWS FROM CITES 
In the International Symposium on Tiger organised 

by Global Tiger Forum in November 2001 , under 

Session-V "Control of poaching and illegal trade in 

tiger", great concern was expressed regarding 

tne revi sed listing of species for the purpose of 

captive breeding as well as for conservation of 

and trade in tiger. The issues came up in the 46th 

meeting of the Standing Committee of CITES held 

at Geneva between 12th to 15th March 2002 . The 

extract of the executive summary of the said meeting 

related to agenda item no. 15, which may be of interest 

to the tiger range countries and others, is reproduced 

herein after: 
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Forty Sixth Meeting of the CITES 
Standing Committee (Executive Summary) 

15. Conservation of and trade in specific 

species ..... . .Doc. 15 

Follwing the introduction of the document by the 

Secretariat, China indicated its willingness to work 

with the Secretariat on measures to assist anti

poaching work in relation to Tibetan antelope . It 

indicated that China would welcome a need 

assessment mission by the Secretariat. 

Thailand explained why it had been unable to 

participate in the recent General Assembly of Global 

Tiger Forum. It described the efforts it is making to 

engage with the traditional medicine community to 

heighten awareness of tiger conservation and the way 

in which its Food and Drug Administration is working 

to ensure compliance with national legislation . It 

emphasized that the sale of captive-bred tigers or 

their parts and derivatives is prohibited in Thailand . 

Finally, the Ambassador of Thailand invited the 

Standing Committee to send a technical mission to 

his country and welcomed the opportunity for officials 

to engage with the Secretariat. 

India congratulated the Secretariat on the work it 

is doing to distribute intelligence regarding wildlife 

crime, especially relating to tiger and leopard . India 

described the work it is doing relating to law 

enforcement and the recent adoption of a national 

Wildlife Action Plan and the extablishment of a Wildlife 

Crime Cell. It reported two major siezures ofTibetan 

antelope wool and outlined its efforts to work with the 

State of Jammu and Kashmir to halt maufacture of 

su ch produ cts . India called for the Standing 

Committee to encourage the Animals Committee to 

pay particular attention to tiger when considering 

captive-breeding operations. 
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The United States of America encouraged the species are to be considered critically endangered 

Secretariat, if it undertakes a mission relating to the and should therefore not be allowed to be raised for 

Tibetan antelope, to also take into consideration other commercial trade. Other members indicated that by 

species (particularly musk deer) so as to avoid too the precautionary principle, we should seek the good 

species-specific an approach to its work. ofthe species and greatly limit the numberof Appendix 

I species that are left out of Annex 3. 

The committee approved the recommendations 

made by the Secretariat in sC46 Doc. 15. 

REGISTRATION OF COMMERCIAL CAPTIVE 
BREEDING FACILITIES FOR APPENDIX I 
LISTED SPECIES (WORKING GROUP 
REPORT) 

Extract ofthe Working Group's report in the CITES 

Animals Committee meeting held at Costa Rica, 8th 

to 12th April 2002 , with reference to Resolution 

Conf.11 .14 , on which there was a lengthy 

deliberations in the 2nd General Assembly of GTF, 

which may be of relevance to the tiger range countries 

and others, is reproduced below: 

2. A large proportion of the time alloted during the 

afternoon of April 10th was spent discussing the 

central premises of Resolution conf.11.14 , 

specifically, the definition of "Critically Endangered 

in the Wild", and known to be "Difficult to breed in 

Captivity". The implications of these two definitions 

are far-reaching and can have bearing on the 

conservation of Appendix I listed species in the wild . 

Critically Endangered in the Wild: Many 

members of the group felt that the pilot project has 

shown some of the problems of using IUCN global 

categorizations alone to determine if a species is 

critically endangered in the wild, since these may not 

take into account species endangered at a regional 

level. Many members also said that each state must 

have the right to decide which of its Appendix I listed 
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Majority of the working group members agreed that 

the IUCN global criteria cannot be used alone as a 

parameter to categorize the species to be considered 

for inclusion in Annex 3. Using data in IUCN's Red 

Book alone runs the risk of impinging on the autonomy 

of individual countries to determine the level of 

protection needed for populations of their native 

species. In other words, most members felt that each 

state country should be able to decide which species 

should be included in Annex 3. An alternative view 

was expressed by a few members who felt that a 

single range state should not have the defacto ability 

.to place species on Annex 3. 

Difficult to Breed in Captivity: All the members 

agreed with the consultant that only those Appendix 

I listed species that are definitely proven to be easy 

to breed should be excluded from Annex 3, and that 

those in all other categories (provisionally not difficult, 

difficult, provisionally difficult or unknown) should be 

included. Most members agreed with the consultant's 

assumption that in most cases it is probably enough 

to consider also whether the spocies is Difficult to 

Keep, since animal welfare issues would be dealt with 

at other points in the registration process. 

3. A short discussion ensued on the mandate of 

the working group, when Belgium intervened to state 

that it did not appear that the working group was 

fulfilling the mandate ofthe COP, because the working 

group was not reducing the number of Appendix I 
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listed species requiring registration with the 

Secretariat (Annex 3). Several other members noted 

that the mandate of the working group was not to seek 

to reduce (or even to increase) the number of species 

in Annex 3, but rather to find the means by which 

Appendix I listed species cou ld be categorized as 

"Critical ly Endangered in the Wild and/or Difficult to 

Breed in Captivity". 

they are categorized by IUCN as Critical ly 

Endangered , Endangered or vulnerable, or 

they are difficult to breed in captivity (as defined 

by the consultant's report) , or 

nominated by a range state for inclusion. 

Then by these criteria there are 94 taxa of reptiles 

to consider (AC 18 Inf 11 , Table 2 plus Annex I page 

23). Nearly all these species wil l end up in Annex 3. 

In conclusion, majority of the working group 

recommends adopting these criteria for including 

species in Annex 3. 

6. A number of members felt that the pilot project 

has broughllo light many of the problems associated 

with trying to implement Conf. Res. 11 .14 and how it 

may be difficult to establish a list for Annex 3 that is 

different from Appendix I, so therefore the effort might 

be unproductive. The working group noted that CITES 

has attempted for many years to resolve the issue of 

registration of breeding facilities for Appendix I listed 

species by a variety of means. the working group 

discussed some of the different ways this has been 

done in the past, and has concluded that the results 

of these have been more or less the same over the 

years. 

There fore , the working group suggests that the 

AC recommend that the CoP retain the method 

currently in opera tion for registration of captive 

breeding facilities of Appendix I listed species, viz. 

Res.Conf 8.15 (Rev). 

7. It is apparentthat there will be very little difference 

between Annex 3 and Appendix I. although it is clearly 

outside the mandate of the working group, it was 

suggested that further work is apparently needed to 

examine or review the process of registraiton of 

facilities that breed Appendix I listed species. This 

review would seek ways to improve the process 

while taking into account the importance of 

conservation of these species in the wild . 

NEWS FROM WILDLIFE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF INDIA 

The Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPSI) 

is trying to compile the tiger mortality statistics 

from available sources. After Novermber 2001, they 

have compiled the tiger mortality statistics from 

December 2001 to April 2002. Although the statistics 

can not be claimed to be as complete information 
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of all the incidences, this would highlight the areas 

for which figures for tiger mortailty are being 

maintained. The table will also indicate the nature of 

tiger body parts in trade, the cause of mortality and 

the follow up action in some cases . the details are 

given in the table :-



TIGER MORTALITY STATISTICS OF INDIA: DECEMBER 2001 - APRIL 2002 
Date Place Sta te Skins Tiger Bon es Other Tiger Unnatur al Remarks 

Body Poaching T iger Deaths 

Parts Cases 

TIGER MORTALITY FIGURES - 2001 

4-0ec.-01 Aaga Tirah Uttar Pradesh 1 skin 1 arrested. 

13-0ec.-01 Sonanadi Sanctuary, Uttaranchat 1 tigress Found dead, Suspected 
Corbett NP pOisoning . 

21 -0ec.-01 Balaghat Madhya Pradesh Tiger bones Claws Electrocuted. Skin & meat 
burned by accused. 9 arrested. 

23-0ec.-01 Gudalur FD, Nilgiris TamitNadu 1 tiger cub Tiger cub found dead with 
gunshot wound on its neck. 

26-0ec.-01 Lakhimpur Kheri Uttarpradesh 1 tiger Tiger found dead in sugarcane 
fields . Suspected poisoning. 

29-0ec. -01 Mandla Madhya Pradesh 1 skin tiger bones tiger Leopard bones also seized. 4 
arrested . 

TIGER MORTALITY FIGURES - 2002 

04-Jan .-02 Corbett NP Uttaranchal 1 tiger cub Cub died due to the injuries. 

09-Jan.-02 Farm of accused , Madhya Pradesh 1 skin 1 arrested, president of the 
Sihora-Katni Road Van Suraksha Samiti of 

Nayagaon. Tiger was Allegedly 
shot in Bahoriband. 

11 -Jan.-02 Corbett NP Uttaranchal 1 tiger Found dead. Accord ing to post-
mortem report, death due to 
internal disease. 

14-Jan.-02 Banka For. Div Bihar 1 tiger Killed by villagers. 

20-Jan.-02 Chlkmagalur Karnalaka 1 tiger Tiger shot dead by villagers. 

05-Feb.-02 Chikmagalur Dist. Kamataka 1 tigeress Three bullet marks found on 

tiger. 

27-Feb.-02 Ordanance Factory, Maharashtra 2 tigers A tiger was electrocuted on Feb 
Nagpur 17 & another four months ago. 

11 arrested, 2 absconding. 

01-Mar.-02 Padrauna Uttar Pradesh 2 skin 1 arrested. 

21-Mar.-02 Dibrugarh Dis Assam 1 tiger Villagers trapped & hacked tiger 

to death. 

21 -Mar.-02 National Highway 37, Assam 1 tiger Road accident. Hit by bus at 
night. 

24-Apr.-02 Hardoi UttarPradesh 1 tiger Shot by Forest Dept. 



~iilil NEWS 

OF THE GTF (JANUARY 2002 TO JUNE 2002) 

1. One officer from Bangladesh and two 
officers from India successfully completed 
3 months Certificate Course on Wildlife 
management at the Wildlife Institute of India, 
Dehradun, On 31st January 2002. This was 
sponsored by GTF from the residual fund of 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and United 
Kingdom, supplemented by the grant from 
Dreamworld , Austra lia. 

2. Three offi ce rs from India success fully 
co mp leted 9 months Diploma Course in 
Wildlife Management at the Wildlife Istitute 
of India, Dehradun, on 31 May 2002. This 
was sponsored by Global Tiger Forum from 
the grant of US Information Service by the 
courtesy of US Embassy at New Delh i. 

3. As approved in the 3rd meeting of the 
Executive Committee of GTF, the 

Secretariat of GTF moved to its new 
premises at A-269, 2nd Floor, Defence 
Colony, New Delhi-11 0024. The office is in a 
semi-commercial location 2 K.M. away from 
Paryavaran Bhawan in the South-west, just 
at the end of the flyover over the railway line 
close to Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. The 
entry point of the office is from the main road 
(Vi sma Pitamaha Marg) at the crossing 
point of Kotl a and main Defence Colony 
entry. 

4. The Secretary General , GTF, participated in 
a national workshop titl ed "Sundarban-Its 
Dimension and Strategies" , organised at 
Calcutta by UNDP, Fores t Department and 
an NGO. Th e main objective of the 
wo rk shop was to integrate human 
dimension to tiger conservation and to 
develop a harmonious app roach on 

eco logica ll y compatib le 
economic development 
programme to safeguard the 
intergest of both the 
mangrove ecosystem rich in 
tiger and thickly populated 
human habitation around it. 
The Secretary General 
made a presentation to 
develop Sundarbans as a 
transboundary peace park . 

5. The Secre tary 
General , GTF, de li vered 
special lectures to serving 
judicial , police , jails and 
forest officers in the Indian 
Institutes of Criminology, 
Delhi, under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to sensitise 
the enforcement agencies of 
India to the issue of wild life 

Trainee from Bangladesh Receiving Certificate at wildlife Institute, INDIA. Courtesy-WII conservation. 
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A protective fencing to watch tower approach path in Sundarban (INDIA) 

A fully fenced tiger observation trail in the forest of Sundarban - (INDIA) 



A Tiger Habitat in Southern India - Evergreen Forest of Western Ghats 
Courtesy - Dr. SN Rai 

Kindly note the new address and contact numbers of 

GLOBAL TIGER FORUM 
A-269, 2nd Floor, Defence Colony, New Delhi-11 0024, India. 

Telephone No. 91-11-464-3685 (0) 
Tele Fax 91-11-465-1974 (0) 
Telephone Np. 627-2918 (R) 

E-mail: gtf@bol.netin 
website : http://www.globaltiger.org 




	

