
CATS implementation workshop in Kotdwar, Uttarakhand 

Global Tiger Forum (GTF), in partnership with Uttarakhand Forest Department and 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) organized a two day training workshop on 
implementation of Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CATS) in Uttarakhand at 
Kotdwar on 12th and 13th October, 2015. The CATS system provides a mechanism 
for increasing management effectiveness and protection in tiger conservation areas 
in the 13 tiger range countries. The approach has been developed by experts and 
protected area managers. On this occasion, Shri B.S. Bonal, ADG (Project Tiger) and 
Member Secretary, National Tiger Conservation Authority stated the significance of 
monitoring management practices and also requested that tiger conservation areas  
recognized through such global management standards should be provided 
assistance by the accreditation agencies in generating more resources through 
global conservation partnerships. 
Dr. D.V.S. Khati, Chief Wildlife 
Warden, Uttarakhand mentioned 
about the success of Uttarakhand, 
especially the Corbett Tiger 
Reserve, in maintaining high tiger 
densities and the efficacy of 
management practices that have yielded positive results. Shri B.K. Patnaik, Retd. IFS 
, Member NTCA , Team Leader - GTF, Former Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar Pradesh 
also expressed his views on habitat management and how different management 
practices are applicable in different parts of the country, owing to complex 
ecosystem dynamics. The participants included Divisional Forest Officers (DFOs), 
Assistant Conservator of Forests (ACFs) and Range Officers (ROs) from four forest 
divisions (Ramnagar, Terai West, Lansdowne and Haridwar forest divisions), 
members of WWF Terai team. Two observers from Department of National Parks, 
Thailand also participated in the workshop. A vote of thanks was given by Dr. 
Dhananjai Mohan, Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) to the wildlife 
management experts, Uttarakhand Forest Department, NTCA, GTF, WWF as well as 
the Lansdowne Forest division for hosting the event in Kotdwar.  

Dr. G.S. Rawat, Dean, Wildlife Institute of India (WII) conducted a technical session 
on essentials of habitat management practices for tiger conservation and Shri Samir 
Sinha, CCF and Field Director, Corbett Tiger Reserve also shared his perspectives on 



implementing habitat management practices. Dr. David Lawson, a leading global 
expert on wildlife law enforcement presented a holistic approach and global best 
practices to tackle wildlife crime. Shri Samir Sinha, shared his own experience of 
utilizing advanced tools and technology and strengthening intelligence sharing 
mechanisms in Corbett Tiger Reserve. Shri S.P. Yadav, Assistant General Secretary of 
Global Tiger Forum, conducted a session on criteria and indicators for Management 
Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) for areas outside tiger reserves. The MEE is currently 
implemented by NTCA for evaluation of tiger reserves once in every four years by 
adopting international framework of IUCN. He also expressed on the synergies of 
MEE with the CATS accreditation system.  

On the second day, Dr. Khalid Pasha, CATS expert 
from WWF conducted a detailed session about 
the CATS assessment requirements, procedures 
and benefits. The participants also expressed 
their experience and outcomes of the current 
management practices and were committed to 
assist the CATS implementation in their divisions. 

The CATS system will be implemented in eight forest divisions of Uttarakhand lying 
outside tiger reserves. The second workshop for rest of the four divisions will be 
conducted on 18th and 19th October near Haldwani.  


